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Abstract

6RPH� WKHRULVWV� EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH� EUDLQ�ZDV� HYROYHG� XQGHU� WKH� LQÀXHQFH� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�

and for the community. So it seems that social function has priority on pure cognitive in the 

EUDLQ��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI� WKLV� UHVHDUFK�ZDV� WR�VWXG\� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FRQIRUPLW\�DQG�

JHQHUDO�PHPRU\��7KH�FXUUHQW�VWXG\�LV�D�GHVFULSWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQDO�UHVHDUFK�E\�XVLQJ�SUHGLFWLRQ�

�UHJUHVVLRQ��PHWKRG��)RU�GRLQJ� WKLV������VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�YLD� WKH�PXOWLVWDJH�FOXVWHU�

method from Bonab and Tabriz Payam Noor universities. For gathering data, the Conformity 

/����7HVW�DQG�JHQHUDO�PHPRU\�4XHVWLRQQDLUH��3504��ZHUH�XVHG��7KH�GDWD�ZHUH�DQDO\]HG�E\�
using Pearson’s Correlation test and Liner Regression methods. According to the results, the 

SUHGLFWLYH�UROH�RI�FRQIRUPLW\�IRU�HUURUV�LQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�PHPRU\�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG��3��������6R�

that conformity explained 46% of general memory errors�variance.�Based on these results, it 

seems that social and cognitive functions of the brain are linked together to meet common 

goals.
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Introduction

6RFLDO�LQÀXHQFH LV� RQH� RI� WKH� WRSLFVVWXGLHG�

LQVRFLDO� SV\FKRORJ\� ZKLFK� LQFOXGHVREHGLHQFH�

and conformity. 6RFLDO�LQÀXHQFH�UHIHUV�WR�FKDQJHV�

in attitudes, beliefs, values, and behaviordue to 

WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHUV��6FKQHLGHU��*UXPDQ��

& Coutts, 2005, as cited in Alizadeh Fard, 2010).

&RQIRUPLW\� LV� GH¿QHG� DV� DQ� DJUHHPHQW� ZLWK�

an external data source (Berns et al., 2005).

Conformitytakes a relatively large area and 

usually refers to a form of yielding to group 

LQÀXHQFH���$URQVRQ� ����������� &RQIRUPLW\�

sometimes seems in the form of efforts to 

limit the freedom of the individual and fading 

sense of mastery over life (Salimi & Davari, 

2007). Herlong (2005) believes that conformity 

can be considered as a form of personal 

behaviordeveloped as a result of group pressure.

+RZHYHU�WKLV�SUHVVXUH�DQG�LPSRVLWLRQ�LV�QRW�DV�D�

direct request.

Some researchers consider conformity as a 

function of situational factors.��In��contrast, 

others consider individual and personality 

characteristics important and effective in 

development of conformity. Pourafkari (2006) 

stated that conformity has three distinct patterns 

LQFOXGLQJ��D��EHKDYLRUDO��ZLOOLQJ�WR�FRSH�ZLWK�WKH�

JURXS�DQGFRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�PDMRULW\��E��DWWLWXGLQDO��
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change in attitudes and beliefs affected by others 

that may lead to changes in behavior or not; 

DQG� F��SHUVRQDOLW\� WUDLW��ZKHQ� LPSOLFLWO\� UHÀHFWV�

WKH� SHUVRQDOLW\� WUDLW� RI� WKH� SHUVRQ�ZKR� FUHDWHG�

WKH�DELOLW\�WR�DFFHSW�RQH�RI�WKH�DERYH�WZR�FDVHV�

Among the effective situational factors in the 

VWXGLHV� RI� WKH� ¿UVW� JURXS�� ZH� FDQ� SRLQW� WR� WKH�

GLI¿FXOW\�RI�WKH�WHVW��%RQG�	�6PLWK���������VL]H�

of the group (Bond, 2005), face to face relation 

�6KLY�� /RHZHQVWHLQ�� %HFKDUD�� 'DPDVLR�� 	�

Damasio, 2005), and form of test materials (Bond 

& Smith, 1996).�Although situational��factors 

are important, in fact, the effects of individual 

factors on the occurrence of conformityare 

very important and fundamental and the results 

RI� UHFHQW� UHVHDUFKHV� VKRZ� JUHDW� LQGLYLGXDO�

differences in the incidence of conformity. For 

example, the need for social approval (Lavine 

& Snyder, 1996), having a sense of inferiority, 

VHYHUH�VHOI�FRQWURO�� IHHOLQJV�RI�GHSHQGHQFH�� WKH�

GHVLUH� WR� EODPH�� DQG� ORZ� VHOI�HVWHHP� �&LDOGLQL�

	� *ROGVWHLQ�� ������� WKH� GHVLUH� IRU� XQLTXHQHVV�

(Imhoff & Erb, 2009), commitment and ego, 

i.e., the attitudes linked to self (Taylor, Paplau, 

& Sears, 2000), agreeableness of personality 

(Litzky, Eddleston, & Kidder, 2006), having 

female gender (Capra & Li, 2006), the presence 

RI�LQFRPSDWLEOH�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�JURXS��)XVHGOHHFK��

������� KLJKVHOI�DZDUHQHVV� �.XURVDZD�� �������

having severe anxiety (Spohn, 2007), high 

FRQ¿GHQFH� LQ� WKH�JURXS��6FKQHLGHU�	�:DWNLQV��

1996), belonging a person to a collectivist society 

(Bond & Smith, 1996), and high similarity of the 

person and majority group (Abrmas et al., 1990) 

can increase the rate of conformity.

Although conformity in individuals leads to 

EHWWHU�FRPSDWLELOLW\�ZLWK�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�JURXS��

this feature, in some cases, may cause harm to 

oneself or others. For example, the researches 

indicated that memory conformity, in some 

cases, may cause errors. For example, according 

to Bonder, Musch, and Azad (2009), sometimes 

ZLWQHVVHV�UHSRUW�WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�RQO\�

REWDLQHG� IURP� RWKHU� ZLWQHVVHV�� %RQGHU� HW� DO��

�������UHHYDOXDWHG�WKH�LPSDFW�SRZHU�RI�PHPRU\�

FRQIRUPLW\�DQG�KRZ�ZLWQHVVHV�PD\�EHOLHYH�DQG�

report the details of criminal event heard from 

RWKHU�ZLWQHVVHV��DV�LI�WKH\�KDYH�VHHQ�LW�WKHPVHOYHV��

(UURU� LQ� H\HZLWQHVV� WHVWLPRQ\� FDQ� KDYHVHULRXV�

FRQVHTXHQFHV�� HVSHFLDOO\� IRU� SHRSOH� ZKR� DUH�

ZURQJIXOO\� FRQYLFWHG�� 7KHUHIRUH�� LGHQWLI\LQJ�

characteristics of conformity in individuals and 

its effect on assessment, judgment, memory, 

reasoning, etc. is essential.

While, researches on conformity and its related 

IDFWRUV� VKRZ� WKDW� IHZ� VWXGLHV� KDYH� H[DPLQHG�

the basic cognitive correlates of conformity, 

such as memory. Memory, as one of the most 

important cognitive component, is associated 

ZLWK�PDQ\� LQGLYLGXDO��SHUVRQDO�� DQG� VLWXDWLRQDO�

characteristics. Memory includes the process of 

acquiring, recording or coding, accumulation, 

DQG�¿QDOO\�� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� UHWULHYDO�DQG� LW� FDQ�

EH�FODVVL¿HG� LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V� �1LNGHO��.DUDPL�

Nouri, & Arabzadeh, 2009). Karami Nouri 

(2004) considers memory as the processes of 

acquiring, recording or coding, accumulation, 

DQG�¿QDOO\��WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHWULHYDO��6R�IDU��LQ�WKH�

studied researches, the effects of conformity on 

recognition and recall memory are more studied. 
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While, these studies have been conducted in 

ODERUDWRU\�HQYLURQPHQWV��EXW� LQ� WKH� UHDO�ZRUOG��

conformity features of individuals determines 

their behavior.

7KH� DLP� RI� WKH� SUHVHQW� VWXG\�� KRZHYHU�� ZLWK�

regard to the lack of available studies on the 

characteristics of conformity and its impact on 

GLIIHUHQW� W\SHV�RI�PHPRU\��ZDV� WR�H[DPLQH� WKH�

FRUUHODWLRQ�RI�FRQIRUPLW\�ZLWK�JHQHUDO�PHPRU\�

The previous studies about the relationship of 

FRQIRUPLW\�DQG�PHPRU\�ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ�PHPRU\�

conformity, a concept that is about the impact of 

others’ memories on the memories of the person. 

But in this study the conformity and memory 

ZHUH�FRQVLGHU�DV�D�WZR�GLVWLQJXLVK�DELOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�

persons.

Method

7KH�PHWKRG�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�LV�GHVFULSWLYH�

correlational research by prediction (regression) 

method. The statistical population of the study 

consisted of all male and female students in 

0$� GHJUHH� RI� WZR� FHQWHUV� RI� 3D\DP� 1RRU�

8QLYHUVLW\�ZKR� VWXGLHG� LQ� WKHVH� XQLYHUVLWLHV� LQ�

DOO�DYDLODEOH�PDMRUV�LQ���������DFDGHPLF�\HDUV��

7KH� VDPSOH� RI� WKH� VWXG\� ZDV� VHOHFWHG� YLD� WKH�

multistage cluster method. In this regard, in 

WKH� ¿UVW� VWHS�� DOO� PDMRUV� RI� WKHVH� XQLYHUVLWLHV�

ZHUH� LGHQWL¿HG� DQG� WKHQ�� DPRQJ� WKHVH�� VRPH�

PDMRUV�ZHUH� UDQGRPO\� VHOHFWHG�� ¿QDOO\�� DPRQJ�

VHOHFWHG�PDMRUV��UHTXLUHG�QXPEHU�RI�FODVVHV�ZHUH�

LGHQWL¿HG� DQG� WKH� TXHVWLRQQDLUHV� ZHUH� DPRQJ�

the students of the classes. After removing 

distortive questionnaires, the questionnaires 

RI� ���� VWXGHQWV� ���� PDOHV�� ��� IHPDOHV�� ZHUH�

remained in order to study and analyze data. For 

measuring the rate of conformity, the Conformity 

/���4XHVWLRQQDLUH� DQG� IRU� PHDVXULQJ� JHQHUDO�

memory the Prospective Retrospective Memory 

4XHVWLRQQDLUH��3504��ZHUH�XVHG�

Conformity L-72 Questionnaire

This test can measure the amount of conformity 

LQ�UHDO�OLIH��7KH�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�VXEMHFWV�UHVSRQG�

WKHP��GRHVQ¶W�DOORFDWHG�WR�DQ�DUWL¿FLDO�VLWXDWLRQ��

But it refers to revealing the behaviors and beliefs 

that experienced in a long period and real groups. 

In this questionnaire, like laboratory, conformity 

DVVHVVPHQW�LV�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�VSHFL¿F�VLWXDWLRQ�

LQ�RUGHU�WR�FDXVH�GDPDJH�LQ�WKH�UDWH�RI�¿QGLQJV�

GHFLGDELOLW\��)RU�H[DPSOHSDUWLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�DVNHG�

to respondto questions such as “I always try my 

behavior be favorite for others´�� ,Q� DQVZHULQJ�

the questionnaire items, it is not necessary, as 

experimental conditions, the subject accept one 

of the opposite responses (acceptance or rejection 

RI� JURXS� LQÀXHQFH��� EXW� V�KH� FDQ� FKRRVH� RZQ�

UHVSRQVH�LQ�D�FRQWLQXXP�RI�IRXU�RSWLRQ�FKRLFHV��

But, it can be concluded that conformity is not 

WKH� IXQFWLRQ� RI� DOO�RU�QRQH� ODZ�� VR�� ZH� FDQQRW�

consider someone as a completely conformable 

RU�QRQ�FRQIRUPDEOH�SHUVRQ�

$V� WKH� VFDOH� RI� DQVZHULQJ� WR� WKH� &RQIRUPLW\�

/���� 4XHVWLRQQDLUH� �GLVDJUHH�� DOPRVW� DJUHH��

agree, and strongly agree) do not have neutral 

DQVZHU�RSWLRQ� �,� GRQ¶W� NQRZ�� DQG� WKH�RSSRVLWH�

DQVZHU�LV�JLYHQ�]HUR�VFRUH��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�VFRUHV�

REWDLQHG� IURP� WKLV� WHVW� RQO\� VKRZV� WKH� DPRXQW�
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of conformity, and unlike other scales such as 

Likert scale, the scores of different subjects 

doesn’t have different meaning and the subjects 

FDQ� EH� HDVLO\� FRPSDUHG� ZLWK� HDFK� RWKHU� DQG�

the statistical indicators can be used in order to 

DQDO\]H�REWDLQHG�GDWD��7KH�FXWWLQJ�OLQH�RI�������

RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQQDLUH�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�ORZHU�VFRUHV�

indicate the lack of conformity and high scores 

VKRZ�FRPSOHWH�FRQIRUPLW\��7KH�FXWWLQJ�OLQH�LQ�WKH�

TXHVWLRQQDLUH�ZDV FDOFXODWHG� E\� XVLQJ� VWDQGDUG�

HUURU�RI�PHDVXUHPHQW�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH� LQWHUYDOV��

6R�WKDW�WKH�XSSHU�OLPLW�RI�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQWHUYDO�

LV� FRQVLGHUHG� DV� WKH� FXW�RII� SRLQW� �/RW¿�� ������

as cited in Shamsai, Karimi, Jadidi, & Nikkhah, 

2009). In the study of Shamsai et al. (2009), the 

YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQQDLUH�ZDV�REWDLQHG����E\�

using Cronbach’s alpha. In the present study, 

&URQEDFK¶V�DOSKD�IRU�WKLV�VFDOH�ZDV�REWDLQHG����

(see Table 1).

General Memory Questionnaire (Prospective/

Retrospective Memory Questionnaire (PRMQ)

This test is a pencil and paper test developed 

E\�&UDZIRUG�HW�DO�� LQ������DQG�FRQVLVWHG�RI����

LWHPV�� 7KH� VXEMHFW� DQVZHUV� WR� HDFK� TXHVWLRQ�

EDVHG�RQ� D�¿YH�GHJUHH� VFDOH��3DUWLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�

asked to respondto questions such as“Do you 

fail to recall things that have happened to you in 

the last few days?”�WKDW�DVVHVV�UHWURVSHFWLYH�ORQJ�

WHUP�VHOI�FXHG� PHPRULHV�� 7KLV� WRRO� LQYROYHV� D�

PDLQ� VXE� VFDOH� WLWOHG� SURVSHFWLYH�UHWURVSHFWLYH�

PHPRU\� DQG� WZR VXEVLGLDU\ �VXEVFDOHV�ZLWK� WKH�

PDLQ�VXE�VFDOH�FDOOHG�VKRUW�WHUP�ORQJ�WHUP�VHOI�

FXHG�HQYLURQ�FXHG�DQG�¿QDOO\�LW�KDV�D�WRWDO�VFDOH�

titled general memory developed by sum of the 

scales. This test, in fact, assesses the rate of total 

memory error and its sub scales. Therefore, high 

VFRUH�LQ�WKH�LQGH[�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�ZHDN�

IXQFWLRQ� RI� PHPRU\� FRPSRQHQWV�� &UDZIRUG�

et al. (2006) reported the reliability of the test 

as.89, respectively, by internal consistency 

(Cronbach’s alpha) in general memory 

�=DKHGQH]KDG��3RXUVKDUL¿��	�%DEDSRXU���������

,Q� =DKHGQH]KDG�� 3RXUVKDUL¿�� DQG� %DEDSRXU¶V�

VWXG\���������&URQEDFK¶V�DOSKD�FRHI¿FLHQW�RI�WKH�

questionnaire for general memory obtained .88, 

respectively. 

Table 1

&URQEDFK¶V� DOSKD� FRHI¿FLHQW� UHODWHG� WR�

conformity and general memory 

Factors No. of 

People

No. of 

4XHVWLRQV

Cronbach’s 

Alpha 

&RHI¿FLHQW

Conformity 167 55 .91

*HQHUDO�

Memory 

167 16 .89

In the present study, the reliability of the 

conformity questionnaire and general memory 

WHVW� ZHUH� H[DPLQHG� E\� FDOFXODWLQJ� &URQEDFK¶V�

alpha and study of internal consistency of the 

WRRO� ZKLFK� LQGLFDWHV� WKH� JRRG� DQG� DFFHSWDEOH�

reliability of both tools (see Table 1). The data 

ZHUH� DQDO\]HG� E\� 3HDUVRQ¶V� FRUUHODWLRQ� WHVW��

OLQHDU� UHJUHVVLRQ� DQDO\VLV�� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQW�

JURXSV�W�WHVW�

Results

In the present study, the mean age of all students 

ZDV��������PDOH�VWXGHQWV�������DQG�IHPDOH�VWX�

dents 24.9.
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Table 2

Mean, standard deviation, and independent t-test to compare the participants’ mean 

scores in according to gender in conformity and general memory

Variable *HQGHU Number M SD

,QGHSHQGHQW�7�WHVW

t P

Conformity 

Male 72 68.83 19.36 ���� .078

Female 95 74.62 22.04

Total 167 72.12 21.06

*HQHUDO�0HPRU\ Male 72 119.25 34.32 1.07 .288

Female 95 114.01 27.23

Total 167 116.27 30.50

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 7DEOH� ��� WKHUH� LV� QR� VLJQL¿FDQW�

GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� PDOH� DQG� IHPDOH� VWXGHQWV�

in none of the studied variables. Pearson’s 

FRUUHODWLRQ� WHVW� ZDV� XVHG� LQ� RUGHU� WR� VWXG\�

WKH� UHFLSURFDO� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� UHVHDUFK�

variables (see Table 3).

Table 3

7KH�FRUUHODWLRQ�FRHI¿FLHQW�EHWZHHQ�&RQIRUPLW\�

and General Memory

Variable *HQHUDO�0HPRU\

Conformity Pearson Correlation **.466

P < .001

N 167

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� UHVXOWV� RI�7DEOH� ��� WKHUH�ZDV�

VLJQL¿FDQW� FRUUHODWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� FRQIRUPLW\� DQG�

general memory (P<0.01). Linear regression 

DQDO\VLV�UHVXOWV�ZHUH�VWXGLHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[DPLQH�

conformity contribution in predicting general 

memory (see Table 4).

According to the results of linear regression 

analysis in Table 4, the predictive role of 

FRQIRUPLW\� LQ� JHQHUDO�PHPRU\�ZHUH� FRQ¿UPHG�

(p<0.01). So that, conformity can explains47% 

of general memory variance. It means that, as the 

measurement tools of memory in this study, in 

fact, measures malfunctions of general memory 

and its factors, it is expected that by increasing 

one unit of conformity feature, general mem ory 

reduces about 0.47units.

Table 4

Simple linear regression to predict general memory based on conformity

Predictive Variable Criterion Variable r r2 B SEB Beta t

Conformity *HQHUDO�0HPRU\ .47 .217 .675 .10 .47 **6.77

** p<0.01
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Discussion 

,Q�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�H[DPLQLQJ�

WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� FRQIRUPLW\� IHDWXUH�

and general memory, the results indicated 

WKDW� JHQHUDO� PHPRU\� KDG� D� UHYHUVH� VLJQL¿FDQW�

UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� FRQIRUPLW\� IHDWXUHV� ZLWK� ���

SHUFHQW� FRQ¿GHQFH� DQG� FRQIRUPLW\� IHDWXUH�

KDG� FRQVLGHUDEOH� DQG� VLJQL¿FDQW� FRQWULEXWLRQ�

in predicting errors of general memory. So, 

ZKDWHYHU� FRQIRUPLW\� IHDWXUH� LQFUHDVHV� LQ� DQ�

individual, memory performance decreases.

,Q�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�LW�FDQ�EH�VWDWHG�

WKDW�� LW� VHHPV� WKDW� ZKHQ� D� SHUVRQ� KDV� KLJK�

FRQIRUPLW\�IHDWXUH��GXH�WR�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�HQYL�

URQPHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG��WKH�

reliance of person on basic cognitive 

processes such as memory decreases and 

conformity as a basic mechanism of social brain, 

ZLOO� EH� GHWHUPLQDQW�� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�D� SHUVRQ�

ZKR� KDV� PRUH� ZLOOLQJ� WR� XVH� WKH� FRQIRUPLW\�

ability, less uses the basic cognitive abilities 

VXFK� DV�PHPRU\� WKDW� KDV� FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI� VHOI�

FRQ¿GHQFH��$QRWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI� WKLV�¿QGLQJ�

FRXOG�EH�WKDW��SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�ORZ�SHUIRUPDQFH�

in the memory are more dependent on the ability 

RI�VRFLDO�FRQIRUPLW\��EXW�WKH�¿UVW�H[SODQDWLRQ�KDV�

more research foundations.

7KH� SUHYLRXV� UHVHDUFKHV� ZHUH� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH�

HIIHFW� RI� LQGLYLGXDO� FRQIRUPLW\� ZLWK� JURXS�

on cognitive variables such as memory. The 

previous studies about the relationship of 

FRQIRUPLW\�DQG�PHPRU\�ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ�PHPRU\�

conformity, a concept that is about the impact of 

others’ memories on the memories of the person. 

,Q� WKHVH� SUHYLRXV� VWXGLHV�� WKH� PDWHULDOV� ZHUH�

given to people that study the ability of memories 

such as recall and recognition in the intergroup 

H[SHULPHQWDO� FRQGLWLRQ�� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� WKH�

SHUVRQ�GHDOV�ZLWK�PHPRU\�FRQIRUPLW\�LQÀXHQFHG�

by the memory of others. In fact, memory 

conformity refers to the effect of others presence 

RQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�PHPRULHV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��

PHPRU\�FRQIRUPLW\�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�

memory reporting affect someone else’s memory 

UHSRUWLQJ� �+RUU\�� 3DOPHU�� 6H[WRQ�� 	� %UHZHU��

������� 6WXGLHV� GRQH� ZLWK� WKLV� DSSURDFK� KDYH�

examined the effect of conformity on recall and 

recognition memory especially in the groups and 

H\HZLWQHVVHV� �H�J���$[PDFKHU��*RVVHQ�(OJHU��	�

Fell, 2010; Carol, Carlucci, Eaton, & Wright, 

2013). The results of Horry et al.’s (2011) study 

indicated that even safely stored memories are 

LQÀXHQFHG�E\�H[WHUQDO�UHVRXUFHV�

But, in this research, the relationship of these 

WZR�DELOLWLHV�DV�VRFLDO�DQG�FRJQLWLYH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�

PHPRU\�LQ�SHRSOH�DZD\�IURP�JURXS�HIIHFW�ZDV�

examined. The results of the present study suggest 

that paying attention to the external resources and 

using them may decrease the priority of relying 

on internal resources and using them. According 

to the social brain hypothesis, big brains in 

primates emerged for the management of 

FRPSOH[�VRFLDO�V\VWHPV��'XQEDU���������2Q�WKH�

RWKHU�KDQG��EUDLQ�GHYHORSPHQW�IROORZHG�E\�EDVLF�

cognitive functions, are served the requirements 

of the social environment. The study of Carol 

HW� DO�� ������� VKRZ� WKDW� LQ� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQV� WKDW�

need to be reminded in a conformity situation, 

PHPRU\� FRQIRUPLW\� RFFXUV�� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV��

social conformity effects on the actual contents 
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