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Abstract

Historically father has been viewed as presented in a variety of different images to describe 

WKH� VFULSW� WKDW� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� IXO¿OOLQJ��7KH\� KDYH� YDULRXVO\� EHHQ� SUHVHQWHG� DV�� QRUPDO�

REVHUYHU��EUHDGZLQQHU��VH[�UROH�PRGHO��DQG�QXUWXULQJ��7KH� GHDWK� RI� SDUHQWV� LV� RQH� RI� WKH�

PRVW� VHYHUH� WUDXPD� WKDW� D� FKLOG� FDQ� VXIIHU��7KH� ORVV� RI� SDUHQWV�FDXVHV�VR�PDQ\�SUREOHPV�

that a deprived child faces, among those problems the important problem is the effects on 

DFDGHPLF�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI� FKLOGUHQ��7KLV� UHVHDUFK�VWXG\�H[SODLQ�KRZ� IDWKHU�DEVHQFH�DIIHFW�

the academic performance of children, for this purpose a sample of 45 subjects is selected 

from population of same socioeconomic status, with no cultural differences. All the subjects 

were the students of 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th JUDGH��7KH�VXEMHFWV�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�IURP�WKUHH�

types of families, intact father children, died father children and divorced father children 

and was kept in three groups as: present father group, died father group and divorced father 

JURXS��7KH�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV�E\�DSSO\LQJ�VWDWLVWLFDO�WUHDWPHQW�WHVW�ZLWK�FULWLFDO�

UHJLRQ� �����DQG� VLJQL¿FDQFH� OHYHO�  ����� VKRZ� WKDW� LQWDFW� IDWKHU� FKLOGUHQ� VKRZ� EHWWHU�

DFDGHPLF�SHUIRUPDQFH� WKDQ� DEVHQW�IDWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�G\HG�IDWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�GLYRUFHH¶V�

children show the same academic performance which reveals that father presence play a 

YHU\�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�LQ�WKH�DFDGHPLF�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWXG\�

will be discussed further.
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Introduction

7KH� PRVW� IUHTXHQWO\� PHQWLRQHG� FDXVHV� RI�

paternal absence are divorce and separation, 

death and career demands. Of these, divorce 

and separation differences that paternal absence 

GXH� WR� GLYRUFH� RU� GHDWK� FDQ� KDYH� RQ� D� FKLOG¶V�

emotional development (Amato & Booth, 

1991).   Probably the least traumatic effects due 

to paternal deprivation result from prolonged, 

but temporary father absence since these effects 

DUH�UHYHUVLEOH��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�GLIIHUHQWLDO�HIIHFW�

of age on the severity of impact of father absence 

on children versus adolescents (Sigle-Rushton 

	�0F/DQDKDQ���������7KLV�PD\�ZHOO�EH�GXH�WR�

the inferior coping mechanisms of children as 

compared to those of adolescents,  who  have  

achieved  increased emotional maturity and 

have access to supportive social networks in the 

form of peer groups (Lange & Zagorsky (2001) 
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explained bereavement can induce three phases 

effects namely self-neglect, suicide, cardiac 

illness which is brought by severe stress. In 

post-industrial time, the light of of educational 

TXDOL¿FDWLRQV� WR� HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� HDUQLQJV�

success is a major concern. Studies demonstrate 

quite conclusively that children who live in  

D� VLQJOH� PRWKHU� IDPLO\¶V� � VFRUH� ORZHU� RQ�

measures of academic achievements than their 

counterparts in two parent families (Fomby, & 

Cherlin, 2007).

Although children with step parent families 

score somewhat higher than children in one 

parent families, their score are still over a quarter 

of standard  deviation  lower  than  those  of  

children with two biological parents (Ermisch, & 

Francesconi, 2001; Corak, 2001). Similar gap are 

found when grades rather than test score are used 

to measure academic success. Children who live 

with two biological parents receive the highest 

grades and children who live with their mother 

and an unmarried partner receive the lowest 

JUDGHV��7KRPSVRQ����+DQVRQ����	���0F���/DQDKDQ����

1994). School aged children of involved fathers 

are also better academic achievers, they are 

more likely to get “A” (Nord & West, 2001), 

also have better quantitative and verbal skills, 

have higher grades point average, get better 

achievement test scores, receive superior grades, 

perform a year above their expected age level on 

academic tests, obtain higher scores on reading 

achievements, or learn more and perform better 

in school (Murnane, Maynard, & Ohls, 1981). 

Children of involved fathers are more likely 

to enjoy school (Scott-Jones, 1984), have a 

positive attitude towards school, and participate 

LQ�H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV���7KH\�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�

to fail “A” grade.

Delinquency of children, and in particular boys, 

is promoted by father absence (Cavanagh, & 

+XVWRQ�� ������� 7KH� SUREOHP� ZLWK� QRW� KDYLQJ�

IDWKHU� LQ� FKLOGUHQ¶V� OLYHV� FDQ� EH� VR� VHYHUH� WKDW�

they can cause an 86% increase in the likelihood 

that a child will become a psychotic delinquent. 

Some of the widely recognized statistics of the 

ills, and cost to society of father absence include, 

90% of all homeless and runway children, 70% 

of juveniles in state operated institutions, 75% of 

all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers, 

85%of person youths, and talk about promoting 

a danger to woman,   up   to   80%   of   rapist,   

motivated   by displaced anger (Grimm-Wassil, 

��������7KHUH� LV�DOVR�D�WKUHHIROG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�

likelihood that a child will be involved in group 

activity. Over the existing population there is a 

200% increase in the likelihood that a child will 

require psychological treatment, with 85% of 

all fathers absent children exhibiting behavioral 

disorders (Sigle-Rushton, & McLanahan, 2002). 

7KLV�LV�D�FUXFLDO�SRLQW�IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRU�DQ\�

DWWRUQH\��DQG�HYHU\�MXGJH�WKDW�VHSDUDWH�D�¿W�IDWKHU�

IURP�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��7KH\�DUH�SURPRWLQJ�EHKDYLRUDO�

disorders. Low self-esteem is promoted by both 

JLUOV� DQG� ER\V�� 7KHUH� LV� D� ����� LQFUHDVH� LQ�

attempted or successful teen suicide with 63% of 

all youth suicide from fatherless homes. Female 

observation and perception is dependent upon 

whether they lost their father to divorce, death 

and at what age. How and why a father is absent 

will have an impact on emotional and material 

outcome for the child (Grimm-Wassil 1994).
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Hypotheses

+���7KH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�LQWDFW�IDWKHU� IDPLOLHV�VKRZ�

better academic performance than children from 

died father families.

H2. Children from intact father families show 

similar academic performance as children from 

divorced families.

+����'LHG�IDWKHU��FKLOGUHQ��DQG��IDWKHU��GLYRUFHH¶V�

children show the similar academic performance.

Method

Sample

A   sample   of   45   subjects   was   randomly 

selected from different schools of the District 

%XQHU�� 7KHVH� VXEMHFWV�ZHUH� IURP� WKUHH� NLQGV�

of families, and divided into three groups, father 

a lived group, died father group and divorced 

IDWKHU�JURXS��7KH�VXEMHFWV�ZHUH��th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 

and 10th grade students of age 13 to 15 years 

male and female. All subjects were of equal 

socio economic status and there were no cultural 

GLIIHUHQFHV� DPRQJ� WKH� VXEMHFWV�� 7KH� GDWD� ZDV�

FROOHFWHG� RQ� VSHFL¿FDOO\� SUHSDUHG� DVVHVVPHQW�

IRUP��7ZR�\HDUV�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�DWWHVWHG�

by the head of the concerned institutions were 

collected.

Variables

7KH� GHSHQGHQW� YDULDEOH� RI� WKH� VWXG\� ZDV� WKH�

effects on academic performance which is 

measured in terms of examination results. For 

this purpose the results of 2010 to 2011 and the 

results of 2011 to 2012 were collected from the 

VFKRROV� RI� WKH�'LVWULFW�%XQHU��7KH� LQGHSHQGHQW�

variable is the absence of father which is 

PDQLSXODWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�GHDWK�DQG�GLYRUFH��7KH�

period of separation of father was from 1 year 

to 3 years. Socioeconomic status of the subject 

ZDV� QRW� PRUH� WKDQ� ������� � SHU� PRQWK�� 7KH�

subjects were of the same culture and the age 

limit was13 to 15 years. All subjects were the 

students of Government Schools and they have 

no any external source of learning e.g. tuition 

FHQWHUV�HWF��7�WHVW�LV�DSSOLHG�WR�PHDVXUH�WKH�HIIHFWV�

on father absence on the academic performance 

of children on the collected data.

Groups

7KLV�UHVHDUFK�VWXG\�ZDV�FRQVLVWHG�RI�WZR�JURXSV��

7KH�¿UVW� JURXS�ZDV� WKH� VXEMHFWV�ZKRVH� IDWKHUV�

are a lived and these subjects live with intact 

families. Fathers of these subjects involved 

in academic performance of their children. 

7KLV� JURXS� FRQVLVWHG� RI� ��� VXEMHFWV�� �Q �����

7KH�VHFRQG�JURXS�ZDV�FRQVLVWHG�RI�WKH�VXEMHFWV�

ZKRVH�IDWKHUV�KDG�GLYRUFHG�RU�GLHG��7KLV�JURXS�

was further divided in two groups, died father 

group, (n=15) and divorced father group (n=15).

Material and method

7KH� GDWD� ZDV� FROOHFWHG� RQ� SURSHUO\� SUHSDUHG�

VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�IRUP��VHH�¿JXUH����DSSURYHG�E\�

WKH�VXSHUYLVRU� RI� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU��7KH� UHVXOWV� RI�

2010 to 2011 and 2011 to 2012 were collected 

from different schools of District Buner.
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Results 

7R� VHH� WKH� HIIHFWV� RI� IDWKHU� DEVHQFH� RQ� WKH�

academic performance of children, two years 

data of the examination results was collected 

and analyzed statistically by applying t-test. 

7KH�VWXG\�SURYHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�JUHDW�

contribution of father presence in the higher 

DFKLHYHPHQWV�LQ�DFDGHPLFV�RI�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�GDWD�

verify the effects of father absence on academic 

SHUIRUPDQFH� RQ� FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH� GDWD� VKRZV� D�

difference of 75% and 32% of intact father 

DQG�DEVHQFH�LQ�WKH�DFDGHPLF�DFKLHYHPHQWV��7KH�

research also proves that female children are 

more affected than male children due to father 

absence and gain more academic achievements   

GXH� � � WR� � � IDWKHU� � � LQYROYHPHQW�� � � 7KH� UHVXOWV�

show that the children from intact families show 

better academic performance   than   children   

from   died   father families. As by comparing 

children from intact father families and died 

father families (t = 1.4, p = 0.01< 0.05, df = 28, 

SD=94).

Hypothesis 2 state that children from intact 

families do not have different academic 

SHUIRUPDQFH� DV� GLYRUFHH¶V� FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH�

statistical analyses found that hypothesis is 

UHMHFWHG��ZKLFK�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�GLYRUFHH¶V�FKLOGUHQ�

have lower academic performance than intact 

father children (p= 0.10> 0.05, df =28, M =74, 

SD= 61.45, t =2.006). 

Hypothesis 3 state that died father children and 

GLYRUFHH¶V� FKLOGUHQ� KDYH� WKH� VDPH� DFDGHPLF�

SHUIRUPDQFH�� � 7KH� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� K\SRWKHVLV�

found that children from died father families 

DQG� GLYRUFHH¶V� FKLOGUHQ� GR� QRW� KDYH� GLIIHUHQW�

academic performance (p= 0.01> 0.05, df = 28, 

CR=1.4).

Discussion

Above result show that that there is great 

contribution of father involvement in the 

academic achievement of children and the 

absence of father cause a severe decrease in 

DFDGHPLF� SHUIRUPDQFH�� 7KH� VWXG\� SURYHG���

WKDW� IDWKHUV� SOD\� D� YHU\� VLJQL¿FDQW� UROH� LQ� DOO�

aspects of academic achievements of his child, 

father provides environment, maintain school 

environment and street environment and home 

HQYLURQPHQW� ZKLFK� SOD\V� D� YHU\� VLJQL¿FDQW�

role in achievement motivation which leads to 

DFDGHPLF� DFKLHYHPHQWV�� 7KLV� UHVXOW� FRQ¿UPV�

past study that found father involvement is  

SRVLWLYHO\� FRUUHODWHG� ZLWK� FKLOGUHQ¶V� RYHUDOO�

subjective wellbeing (Fomby, & Cherlin, 2007), 

less psychological distress (Flouri, 2005) and 

less depression (Formoso, Gonzales, Barrera, & 

Dumka,  2007).  Children of involved fathers 

are more likely to have higher levels of 

better educational outcomes, higher wellbeing, 

and higher educational attainment (Nord, & 

West, 2001; Osborne, & McLanahan, 2007; 

Sigle- Rushton, & McLanahan, 2002; Murnane, 

Maynard, & Ohls, 1981). Children from absent 

father have higher possibility to postpone 

marriage and   have   propensity   to   divorced   

when   they marriage (Coraki, 2001).

Study by Cavanagh & Huston (2006) suggest 

WKDW� IDPLO\� LQVWDELOLW\� LQFUHDVH� FKLOGUHQ¶V� HDUO\�
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problem behavior. Antecol & Bedard (2007) also 

found that children from divorced or single parent 

family have higher risk behavior of promiscuity, 

substance use, and crime involvement. Ermisch, 

& Francesconi (2001) suggests that family 

structure that included father involvement in 

GDLO\� FKLOG� DFWLYLW\� FRXOG� LQÀXHQFH� FKLOGUHQ¶V�

academic performance. Craigie (2008) found 

that children in stable single-parent and stable 

two-parent households have similar cognitive 

outcomes. However, children from disruptive 

family structures have increasing adverse effects 

on cognitive performance compared to the stable 

single-parent family structure.

Conclusion 

7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI� IDWKHU� LV�YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRU�

WKDW�LQÀXHQFH�HPRWLRQDO��DQG�VRFLDO�PDWXULW\�IRU�

children. Father has many roles for improving 

and educating their children by give a positive 

attitude, role model, and inspiring advice. When 

a father is absent in a family, and then children 

GR� QRW� KDYH� D� UROH�PRGHO� WR� EH�PRGHOHG��7KLV�

condition might lead to several problems such as 

creates a behavior problem, negative attitude in 

home, and low performance in school. 
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