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From Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 that was shot 

down over eastern Ukraine to Indonesia AirA-

VLD� )OLJKW� ����� WKDW�ZDV� FUDVKHG� LQWR�ZDWHU� QHDU�

%RUQHR�,VODQG�LQ�������DYLDWLRQ�VDIHW\�EHFDPH�WKH�

spotlight of international stage. It was not surpris-

ing since more than 400 of innocent people were 

killed only in both events. Stakeholders were urged 

to review current regulations and measures in avia-

tion especially in terms of safety.1

International legal instrument in regulating 

6WDWHV��DLUOLQHV��DLUSRUWV�DQG�RWKHU�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHUV�IRU�DYLDWLRQ�¿HOG�LV�

the Convention on Civil Aviation (hereinafter referred to as ‘Chicago 

Convention’), which was signed at Chicago on 7 December 1994.� This 

Convention was made due to rapid growth of international air transport 

1  Bloomberg Business, “Why Air Disasters Keep Happening in Southeast Asia”, 

KWWS���ZZZ�EORRPEHUJ�FRP�EZ�DUWLFOHV������������ZK\�DLU�GLVDVWHUV�NHHS�KDSSHQ-

ing-in-southeast-asia��ZDV�DFFHVVHG�RQ����6HSWHPEHU������
�  Page vi.



400 Volume 12 Number 3 April 2015

Jurnal Hukum Internasional

particularly civilian air transport.3 International organization then was 

established to enforce the Convention namely International Civil Avia-

tion Organization (ICAO).4

One of the ICAO fundamental objectives is regarding aviation safe-

ty.� It aims to improve aviation’s safety through collaboration with the 

entire air transport community.� In order to achieve this goal, ICAO 

thoroughly develops Global Aviation Safety Plan, drafts recommenda-

tion related to standards and procedures applicable to international civil 

aviation activities, and conducts programmes addressing safety and in-

IUDVWUXFWXUH�GH¿FLHQFLHV�7

In relation to above explanation, this book helps us to comprehend 

another perspective of aviation as this book will address public policy 

issues on the subject of aviation and human rights.� On one hand, the 

Chicago Convention is not about people or airline passengers as it is 

more on operators in aviation activities. On the other hand, there are in-

WHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQVWUXPHQWV�WKDW�FDQ�OHDG�WR�VSHFL¿F�SRVWXODWHV�

RQ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�DLU�SDVVHQJHUV¶�ULJKWV�

7KLV�ERRN�FRQVLVWV�RI���3DUWV��QDPHO\�3DUW���RQ�3XEOLF�3ROLF\�DQG�

Human Rights, Part II on Aviation and Intervention, Part III on Rights 

RI�WKH�3DVVHQJHUV��3DUW�,9�RQ�,QMXU\�RU�'HDWK�WR�3DVVHQJHUV��DQG�3DUW�9�

as the conclusion of overall parts.

7KH�¿UVW�SDUW�GLVFXVVHV�RQ�FXUUHQW�LVVXHV�UHODWHG�WR�DYLDWLRQ��FDVHV�

such as Malaysian Fligh MH 17 and Flight MH 370 are put as examples 

to address the issues. Moreover, other possible threats like cyber threats 

also being analyzed in this part. While, the second part of the book 

catters recent development on aviation tools such as the usage of un-

manned aircraft and other aeronautical interventions. Interesting aspect 

of this part is that aviation also can be construed as a mean to promote 

3  ICAO, “The Postal History of ICAO: The Chicago Convention”, http://www.icao.

int/secretariat/PostalHistory/1944_the_chicago_convention.htm��ZDV�DFFHVVHG�RQ����

6HSWHPEHU������
4  Ibid.
�  ICAO, “Safety”, http://www.icao.int/safety/Pages/default.aspx��ZDV�DFFHVVHG�RQ����

6HSWHPEHU������
�  Ibid.
7  Ibid.
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and protect rights to environmental protection. 

The third part elaborates more on rights of the passengers with spe-

FL¿F�UHIHUHQFH�WR�GLVDEOHG�SDVVHQJHU��LVVXHV�RQ�UDFLDO�SUR¿OLQJ�DQG�WKH�

right of privacy, and concerning the delayed or denied carriages espe-

cially in Europe and United States. Wherease the fourth part explains 

the Warsaw and Montreal Convention, internatinal cooperation and 

state responsibilities in aviation matters, and gives note on critical ele-

ments of safety management.

The last part of the book concludes that it is important to ensure that 

WKH�QHHGV�RI�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DUH�PHW�WKURXJK�D�VDIH��UHJXODU��HI¿-

cient and economical air transport.9 There should not be any discrimi-

nation toward the passengers whatever disability or illness they suffer 

from.10 The primary tool to attain this is a prudent management both 

from the States and the airline service providers.11

In general, this book is a reliable source to make us rethink aviation 

nowadays. However, this book lacks of in-depth categorization as it 

comprises diverse issues. Regardless, this book could be a new insight 

to see human rights from aviation perspectives for readers who have 

PHWLFXORXV�LQWHUHVW�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�¿HOG�

9 �3DJH�����
10  Ibid.
11  Ibid.


