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As the biggest Archipelagic state, Law of the 

sea has been a very important for Indonesia, Since 

the United Nations Conference on the Law of the 

sea, Indonesia have struggle for establishing the 

concept of Archipelagic state to be recoghised in 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

6HD��

Hasjim Djalal opens up the discussion on In-

GRQHVLD�DQG�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�VHD�E\�OLQNDJH�EHWZHHQ�

WKH� 1HZ� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� (FRQRPLF� 2UGHU� DQG� WKH�

/DZ�RI�WKH�6HD���WZR�DSSURDFKHV�WKDW�VKRXOG�QHFHVVDULO\�EU�SRLQWHG�RXW��

)LUVW�KH�FDUHIXO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�VLQJOH�1HJRWLDWLQJ�7H[W�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�

/DZ�RI�WKH�6HD��/26��&RQIHUHQFH�LV�QHHGHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�LWV�LPSDFW�LQ�

WKH�1HZ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�(FRQRPLF�2UGHU��1,(2���6HFRQG��WKH�GRFXPHQWV�

RI�WKH�VL[WK�DQG�VHYHQWK�VSHFLDO�VHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�DQG�

WKH�&KDUWHU�RI�(FRQRPLF�5LJKWV�DQG�'XWLHV�RI�VWDWHV�KDYH�WR�EH�H[DP-

LQHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�LQ�ZKDW�DUHDV�WKH\�PDNH�GHPDQGV��H[SOLFLWO\�RU�LPSOLF-

LWO\��LQ�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�6HD�&RQIHUHQFH�

7KH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI� WKLV�ERRN�WDONV�DERXW� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� WKH�VHD�

FRQYHQWLRQ�IURP������WR�������'MDODO�¿UVWO\�GLVFXVV�DERXW�FXVWRPDU\�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ODZ�ZKLFK�JHQHUDOO\�PHDQV� WDONLQJ�DERXW� WZR�WKLQJV��RU�

of either of them; the contents rule of manner or the procedure of its 



FUHDWLRQ��+H�DOVR�GLVFXVV�IXUWKHU�DERXW�WKH�/DZ�RI�WKH�6HD�&RQYHQWLRQ�

�����KDV�WKHUHIRUH�H[WHQGHG�,QGRQHVLD¶V�PDULQH�UHVRXUFH�EDVH�VR�WKDW�

LW�LV�QRZ�PXFK�ODUJHU�WKDQ�WKH�ODQG�UHVRXUFH�EDVH��3ULRU�WR�WKH�UHFRJQL-

tion of the archipelagic state and order concepts by the law of the Sea 

DQG� LQ� WKH�3DFL¿F�DQG�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SUHYHQWLYH�

GLSORPDF\��+H�DOVR�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK� WKH�SRVVLEOH�QHJDWLYH� LPSDFW�RI� WKH�

LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRQÀLFWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�FODLPV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD��7KHUH�

have been other developments on the law of the sea recently, such as the 

FRQYHQLQJ��RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�6WUDGGOLQJ�)LVK�6WRFNV�

and Highly migratory Species, the convening of the Meeting of States  

3DUWLHV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�/DZ�RI�WKH�7ULEXQDO�DQG�RWKHUV��

7KH� VHFRQG� FKDSWHU� RI� KLV� ERRN��'MDODO� HODERUDWH� IXUWKHU� WKH�$U-

FKLSHODJLF� FRQFHSW� DQG�RWKHU�RFHDQ� LVVXH� IURP������ WR������� ,Q� WKLV�

FKDSWHU��'MDODO�GLYLGH�LQWR�WKUHH�VXE�FKDSWHU��¿UVW�WKH�$UFKLSHODJLF�&RQ-

cept, Second The South China Sea, Third, the Regional Cooperation on 

2FHDQ�,VVXH��)URP�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�$UFKLSHODJR�DSSOLHG�WR�DUFKLSHODJLF�

VWDWH��'MDODO�H[SODLQHG�IXUWKHU�IURP�D�JHRSROLWLFDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��DQ�DU-

chipelago is a formation of island grouping together to form a single 

XQLW��)URP�ODQJXDJH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ���DQ�DUFKLSHODJR�GRHV�QRW�RQO\�PHDQ�

³D� JURXS� RI� LVODQG�´� EXW� DOVR� ³D� VHD� LQWHUVSHUVHG�ZLWK�PDQ\� LVODQG´��

WKXV� LI�QDWLRQDO� ODNHV�DQG� ULYHUV� �DUH�EDVLFDOO\� WKH�FRQFHSW�RI� WKH�VHD�

territory of a state, an archipelago is basically the concept of the sea ter-

ULWRU\��$Q�DUFKLSHODJLF�VWDWH�WKHUHIRUH�LV�D�VWDWH�ZKRVH�WHUULWRU\�FRQVLVWV�

PDLQO\�RI�ZDWHUV�LQWHUSUHVHG�ZLWK�LVODQGV��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�

an archipelago presupposes the unity between the water and the land 

ERWK�VKRXOG�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�VLQJOH�XQLW��+LV�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�FRQFHSW�KDV�

D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�PHDQLQJ�IRU�,QGRQHVLD��1RW�RQO\�,QGRQHVLD�LV�ORFDWHG�EH-

tween two land-masses of the world and between  two great water of the 

,QGRDQ�DQG�SDVVL¿F�RFHDQV��LW�DOVR�FRQVLVWV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�DQG�WKRXVDQGV�

RV�LVODQGV��DQG�WZR�±WKLUG�RI�LWV�WHUULWRU\�LV�FRYHUHG�E\�ZDWHU�

,Q�GLVFXVVLQJ�DERXW� WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD��'MDODO�H[SODLQ� WKDW� � WKH�

VRXWK�FKLQD�VHD�LV�WKH�PRVW�VWUDWHJLF�ZDWHUZD\V�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KD�DS-

proaches to the South China Seam especially in Malacca, Singapore, 

6XQGD��%DQJND��.DULPDWD��*DVSHU��%DODEDF��0LQGRUR��%DVKL�DQG�7DL-

ZDQ�VWUDLWV�DUH�FRQWUROOHG�E\�QRQ�FRPPXQLVW�&RXQWULHV��7KH�6RXWK�&KL-

na Sea , using those approaches, is important for military, commercial 
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DV�ZHOO�DV�WDQNHUV�URXWHV��'MDODO�DOVR�DQDO\]H�WKH�-DSDQHVH�SHUVSHFWLYH�

WRZDUGV� WKH� 6RXWK�&KLQD� 6HD�&RQÀLFW�� KH�PHQWLRQHG� WKDW� IRU� -DSDQ��

South China Sea and its most important approaches namely the straits 

RI�0DODFFD�DQG�6LQJDSRUH�� DUH�H[WUHPHO\� LPSRUWDQW� IRU� LWV� HFRQRPLF�

and strategic lifeline since more than 80 percent of its oil imports are 

WUDQVSRUWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDWHUZD\V��2QO\�WKH�SHRSOH¶V�5HSXEOLF�RI�&KL-

QD�VHHPV�WR�EH� LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ��%HLQJ�%DVVLFDO\�D�FRQWLQHQWDO�

country, largely still agricaltural  with the largest population  in the 

ZRUOG�WR�IHHG��

When elaborating the regional cooperation on ocean issues, Djalal 

relating with the navigational issues in Southesat Asia, therefore, could 

EH�ORRNHG�XSRQ�YDULRXV�WHUPV��7KH\�&RXOG�EH�ORRNHG�XSRQ�LQ�YDULRXV�

WHUPV��7KH\�FRXOG�EH�ORRNHG�XSRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�UHJLPHV�RI�WKH�ZDWHUV�EH-

FDXVH�HDFK�UHJLPH�KDV�GLIIHUHQW�UXOHV�JRYHUQLQJ�QDYLJDWLRQ��7KH\�FRXOG�

DOVR�EH�H[DPLQHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�YDULRXV�W\SHV�RI�YHVVHO�EHFDXVH�WKH�UHJLPH�

RI�QDYLJDWLRQ�IRU�FRPPHUFLDO�YHVVHOV��RLO�WDQNHUV��QXFOHDU�SRZHUHG�YHV-

VHOV��¿VKLQJ�YHVVHOV�� UHVHDUFK� DQG� VXUYH\�YHVVHOVP�ZDUVKLSV�� VXEPD-

ULQHV��DQG�VR�IRUWK��FRXOG�DOVR�EH�GLIIHUHQW��
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