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Abstract. The development directions of tourism in the liberated territories of
Azerbaijan are considered in the article. Tourism development problems are
analyzed for this purpose. The tourism opportunities of the liberated territories
are evaluated. Tourism opportunities of Shusha and Kalbajar districts were
investigated and the importance of <creating tourism infrastructure was
substantiated. It was noted that the transport infrastructure formed in the region
will stimulate the development of tourism. The multiplicative effect of tourism
development 1in postconflict areas is considered. Recommendations were made and
proposals were prepared to accelerate the development of tourism in the liberated
territories in the near future.
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After the Great Karabakh Victory in 2020, the processes
of restoration and revival of the liberated territories of
Azerbaijan are accelerating [1]. The prospects for the
development of a number of activity areas in these processes
are remarkable, and one of such areas is the tourism sector,
which has a high potential in the region. It is known that in
order to develop tourism, first of all, the infrastructure
opportunities in these areas, the geographical position of
the territory, the climate and the favorable conditions for
tourism should be considered and evaluated as the main
conditions.

It should be noted that the process of researching and
evaluating tourism development opportunities in the already
liberated territories has gone into a deep phase. In these
areas there are more resources for the development of travel
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and health tourism. The presence of charming nature corners,
ancient monuments and historical sites allows the formation
of interesting tourist routes. Unfortunately, for almost 30
years, most public buildings, tourist complexes and
sanatoriums were razed, since the territories of East Zangazur
and Karabakh were occupied by the enemy. Therefore, in modern
times, there has been a need to start all work from start,
including the creation of tourist facilities [2].

Looking at the tourism potential of the region, we see
that there is a high potential for the development of health
tourism in Shusha, Kalbajar, Lachin, Khojavend, Zangilan,
Gubadli areas. Since these areas have a mountainous relief,
the organization of entertainment tourism in them is quite
realistic [3]. At the expense of efficient use of the
mentioned resources in the liberated territories, there are
opportunities to <create modern technology-based tourist
complexes and infrastructure. Therefore, it is important to
systematically study the tourism potential in the Karabakh
and East Zangazur economic regions and assess the investment
attractiveness of this area [4]. At the same time, there
remains a need for productive use of the opportunities of the
tourism-recreation zone, which has such powerful resources as
Karabakh, and stimulating the invitation of ©potential
investors to these areas [5].

We can already note that the creation of modern tourist
complexes has begun in the region. Even during the Soviet
Union, sanatoriums of Union importance operated in Shusha and
Istisu settlement of Kalbajar. Tens of thousands of people
from 15 Union republics of the former USSR came to these
sanatoriums to rest and to treat themselves. Taking into
account these factors and the existing potential, the
groundbreaking ceremony of the sanatorium “Istisu” was
already held in Kalbajar on June 2022, 26 with the
participation of the President of the country [6]. The new
Treatment Complex "Istisu" will be located on an area of 34
hectares and an infrastructure will be formed to accommodate
300 people. In our opinion, the imminent commissioning of the
“Istisu” complex would play an important role not only in the
socio-economic development of Kalbajar, but also 1in the
development of the region as a whole. Thus, the processes of
rapid development of transport infrastructure, the formation
of wvarious segments of the tourism industry and the
development of the service sector in the area will accelerate
at a significant level. At the same time, after the
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commissioning of Lachin International Airport, there will be
favorable transport opportunities for future tourists both in
Shusha and Kalbajar. At the same time, modern transport
projects are being implemented in these areas, convenient
highways, tunnels and bridges are being built.

The development of such a promising sector of the economy
as tourism in Azerbaijan is of strategic importance, thereby
expanding the structure of the national economy [7]. On the
other hand, in the period of global economic transformations
and 1n the conditions of ©postpandemic challenges, the
possibilities of improving the health of the population
increase due to the development of tourism [8].

If we add to this the intensive processes of restoration
and reconstruction of the cities of Shusha and Lachin, a
fundamental basis for the development of tourism in the region
will be created. It is no coincidence that Shusha is called
the Pearl of the Caucasus, and it 1is in Shusha that wvarious
types of tourism can be developed. The presence of ancient
architecturally valuable buildings and monuments, the
presence heritage house museums of prominent artists and
thinkers of Azerbaijan, Jidir duzu, Isa spring, Topkhana
forest and the potential for extreme mountain tourism can
also be noted.

Along with these, it is possible to implement effective
projects related to the tourism potential of the Karabakh
Economic Region [9]. In the beginning we mentioned certain
ideas about the tourism opportunities of the city of Shusha,
but we believe that there are more perespects. For example,
the Azykh Cave, which 1is one of the first and ancient
settlements of people and now is located in the territory of
Khojavand region, can be restored on the basis of modern
technologies to form the potential of attracting tourists
from different countries of the world. The restoration of the
Azykh Cave and the creation of a tourist infrastructure here
can also increase the possibilities of domestic tourism. Thus,
the territory of Khojavand region consists of beautiful
natural corners, pure water springs and forest massifs with
strong flora [10]. “Sarsang” and “Sugovushan” reservoirs can
be noted as other areas with high tourism potential.
International rowing competitions are already taking place in
Sugovushan, and therefore the creation of modern hotel-
tourist complexes and the development of sports tourism in
this area promise quite high prospects. It is possible to
create an infrastructure for holding training and gathering
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events of rowing teams, as well as local and international
tournaments of wvarious formats. And these can create an
atmosphere of attractiveness for more tourists to come to
Sugovushan. There are opportunities to organize tourist zones
and complexes around the “Sarsang " reservoir [11].

At the same time, it 1is appropriate to create tourist
clusters to develop tourism in the liberated territories.
Clusters can <create additional opportunities for the

development of the tourism business [12]. At the same time,
the clustering of the tourism industry will create conditions
for attracting more investments in this area [13]. In our

opinion, clusters can have a greater effect in the development
of such multifunctional sectors of the economy as tourism in
our country in modern times [14].

We would like to pay attention to one more issue. It is
known that the development of tourism requires the presence
of a powerful transport infrastructure. From this point of
view, Fuzuli International Airport, which is the air gate of
Karabakh, is one of the major factors contributing to the
development of tourism in Karabakh [15]. We believe that it
is precisely through the effective use of the potential of
this modern airport that it 1is ©possible to carry out
affordable air routes - charter flights in order to stimulate
the arrival of tourists from different countries of the world
to Karabakh. At the same time, according to the First State
Program on the Great Return, the return of the former IDPs to
Sugovushan settlement and Fuzuli city has already begun. It
is planned that by the end of 2026, 22 thousand people will
be transferred to Fizuli. The center of the city is already
being formed, residential complexes and social infrastructure
facilities are being commissioned. On October 2023, 16, with
the participation of the head of country, the groundbreaking
ceremony of the II and III residential complexes, a
kindergarten for 240 children, a sports complex, the villages
of Gochahmadli and Juvarli was held in Fizuli.

We Dbelieve that the intensification of settlement in
Karabakh will create a multiplicative effect, and soon the
opportunities for the development of a number of priority
sectors of the economy will increase. In particular, it will
be possible to develop the tourism sector in most areas of
Karabakh [16]. The Eastern Zangazur economic region is also
of exceptional importance in terms of the development of the
tourism sector. Thus, there are enough sights, ancient
monuments, rare forest massifs, a large number of medium and
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small rivers, springs, and picturesque places in the economic
region. In particular, there is a high potential for the
creation of tourist zones in the territories of Kalbajar and
Lachin regions. The commissioning of the International
Airport in Zangilan has significantly increased the transport
and logistics potential of the region, and this factor allows
the region to become more attractive for tourists. On the
other hand, after the completion of the construction of the
International Airport in Lachin, a favorable transport
infrastructure will be formed for tourists to come to the
tourist complexes that will be created on the territory of
Lachin and Kalbajar regions, which have high tourism
potential. In addition, there will be new opportunities for
the development of tourism in terms of the construction of
modern highways, as well as the opening of the Zangazur Global
Transport Corridor in the near future.

Thus, it 1s possible to predict the intensification of
the processes of strengthening the tourism potential in the
liberated territories, and a group of factors are noteworthy
in this regard:

- First of all, there is a need for a fundamental analysis
and assessment of tourism potential in the 1liberated
territories;

- Conducting targeted grant projects and interviews to
create modern tourism zones in the Karabakh and East Zangazur
economic regions can be effective;

— There is a need for measures to attract world-famous
tourism companies and investors in the liberated territories;

- To accelerate the development of tourism in the region,
it is important to develop public-private cooperation;

- Taking into account strategic targets in the liberated
territories, it 1is proposed to develop and implement an
appropriate state program on the effective and productive use
of the region's tourism potential, etc.

References:

[1] Quliyev, E.A. Qarabag ve Sorgi Zengszur iqgtisadi rayonlarinin
Azosrbaycanin davamli inkisafinda rolu. Monografiya. Kooperasiya
nesriyyati, Baki, 2023. - 320 s.

[2] Aliyev, Sh.T., Babayev F., Gafarli G., Galandarova U., Balajayeva T.
Economic security of regions: A prerequisite for diversifying the
Azerbaijan economy// Journal of Eastern European and Central Asian
Research (JEECAR). 2023. September. Vol. 10 No. 5 (2023). 42136
isars, p. 827-840.- http://dx.doi.org/10.15549/jeecar.v10i5.1480.

[3] AJayeva, I.R Qarabag igtisadiyyati. Geostrategiya jurnali, Baki, I 5,

This work 1s distributed under the terms of the Creative 1 9
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
(https-//creativecommons.org/licenses/by—sa/4.0/).



Proceedings of the 15th International
Scientific and Practical Conference

«Science and Practice: Implementation NO

to Modern Society» 1 77

(November 6-8, 2023). | C
Manchester, United Kingdom bﬁlgﬁmgﬁf

REGIONAL ECONOMY

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

2023. - s. 35-43.

Amnuesr, WM.T., AbbacomBa, 4Y.U., TammpmomBa, A.M. OueHka [NOTeHUMAJla U IIYyTU
pasBuTusa KapabaxCKOoTo SKOHOMMUECKOTO paroHa Asepbanmkana/ VIII
International Scientific and Practical Conference International
forum: problems and scientific solutions held in Melbourne,
Australia. Scientific collection «interconf», September 6-8, 2021,
W 73, . 7-15.
https://ojs.ukrlogos.in.ua/index.php/interconf/article/view/14257/1
3074.

Anuen, W.T., TIycenHoBa, H.3., fAxbgeBa, A.I0. IpobjgeMbl [IOBHIIEHUSI
VMHBECTULUMOHHON NPUBJIEKATEJIbHOCTM Kapa®axckoro permoHa AzepbanmkxaHa u
nytr ux pemenms/ IT International Scientific and Practical Conference
Current Issues And Prospects for the Development of Scientific
Research held on in Orléans, France, May 7-8, 2021, p.13-19. -
https://ojs.ukrlogos.in.ua/index.php/interconf/issue/view/7-
8.05.2021/534.

Ilham Bliyev Kolbsacards “Istisu” sanatoriyasinin tomslgoyma
merasimindes istirak edib. 26 iyun 2022.
https://president.az/az/articles/view.

Mycemwbnu Anu Axud oriswel, PycramoBa I'mmbebac Pacysn kwei3e, & Anmen llada
Tupamc OIJIHL. (2023) . IpropMTEeTH pacCUIMPEeHMsa CTPYKTYPE 5SKOHOMMKM
AzepbanmkxaHa B HOBEX ycJoBusax. Scientific Collection «InterConf»,
(164), 32-38.
https://archive.interconf.center/index.php/conference-
proceeding/article/view/4114.

Anuer, 1., & T'ymmen, X. (2021). OcHOBHEHEe T1JiOOaJIbHBEIE 3KOHOMUUECKUE
HpO@J’[eMbI B MMpPE B COBPEMEHHEIX YCJIOBMAX UM IIOCTIAaHIEMMUYECKOM Iepuruone.
InterConf, (75), 14-22. https://doi.org/10.51582/interconf.19-
20.09.2021.002.

Tacemyiel, B. Kapabax ¥ BoCTOUHBM 3aHTre3syp OyIOyT HOBEIM IOpalBepOM
5KOHOMUUECKOTO pocTa B Asepbanmkane / B.Tacemiel // VHTepakTUBHAS
Hayka. — 2022. N 3(68), - c. 69-70.

Aliyev, S. (2023). Development directions of Karabagh economic
region. Scientific Collection «InterConf», (172), 17-24. Retrieved
from https://archive.interconf.center/index.php/conference-
proceeding/article/view/4409.

Anmuesn, lI.T. BoHNpocCs KOHKYPEHTOCIOCODHOCTM M KJACTEPHOTO pPasBUTUL
SKOHOMMKM AszepbamnkxaHa B perMoHalIbHOM acrnekre// XypHan “PermoHasibHas
SKOHOMMKA : Teopmusa M npaktmka”, Mockea, 2010, N 07.- c. 82-88.
dliyev, S.T., Musayeva, S.F. Azeorbaycanda regional Dbiznesin
inkisafinin saxslendirilmesinds klaster institutunun multiplikativ
rolu/ Azsrbaycan Respublikasi Toshsil Nazirliyi. Sumgayit Dovlst
Universiteti. Dahi Azerbaycan sairi ve miltefskkiri Nizami Gencevinin
anadan olmasinin 880 illiyine hesr olunmus: Regional igtisadiyyat:
Miasir aspektlsr ve aktual messlsalsr adli Respublika elmi
konfransinin materiallari. Sumgayit, 22-23 aprel 2021. S. 259-263 -
https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=47970701&pff=1.

Ammer, W.T. Bonpoce MOIOEpHM3aALUMM ¥ KJacTepmus3auuy IPOMBIJIEHHBIX
oTpacrnein AsepbalimxaHa B COBPEMEHHHX yCJOBMSAX //MaTepualisl KOHbepeHUImn
«Makpo—- M MMKPOBKOHOMMKA: Teopus M NpaKTuka». Kaparannma, Kasaxcral.
02.09.2009. - c.141-143.

Anmes, W.T., Maromepmamnuer, M.P. CrparTermuyeckas BaXHOCTb KJIACTEPHOIO
pPasBUTUS BSKOHOMUKM AszepbaimkaHa B COBPEMEHHHX ycjioBuax/ XXIII

2 O This work is distributed under the terms of the Creative

Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
(https.//creativecommons.org/licenses/by—sa/4.0/).



Proceedings of the 15th International
Scientific and Practical Conference

«Science and Practice: Implementation I\I()

to Modern Society» 1 7 7

(November 6-8, 2023). | C
Manchester, United Kingdom hﬁlﬁeﬂﬁngﬁf

REGIONAL ECONOMY

MexOyHapoOHas HaydHO-IIpakTuueckas KoHbpepeHums «Advances in Science
and Technology». r. Mockea (P®), 15.09.2019- c. 166-167. http://xn-
-80aa3afkgvdfebhe.xn--plai/AST-23 originalmaket N.pdf.

Aliyev, S. (2023). Strategic aspects of the development of the Fuzuli
city 1in the revitalization of the Karabakh economic region.
Scientific Collection «InterConf+», (37(171), 25-32.
https://doi.org/10.51582/interconf.19-20.09.2023.003.

Melikova, L., & Aliyev, S. (2023). Current problems and possibilities
of solutions of the restoration of Karabagh economic region.
Scientific Collection «InterConf», (172), 33-39. Retrieved from
https://archive.interconf.center/index.php/conference-
proceeding/article/view/4411.

This work 1s distributed under the terms of the Creative 2 1
Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
(https-//creativecommons.org/licenses/by—sa/4.0/).



