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Abstract

This study aimed to feel the subtle vibrations of  a “project” of  the 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), the human dimension 
and its culture. However AEC becomes part of  the life history of  the 
nations of  Southeast Asia, particularly in the visible measures, such as 
economic growth, the economic stability of  the region or the increasing of  
intra-regional trade volume. It means, that we feel it in the materialist 
dimension, or “vibrations” a “rough”. Besides, this study attempted to 
feel the euphoria of  the other aspects. This paper will track a bit more 
deeply about Indonesian and its culture. Also there will be an effort to 
seek traces (perhaps disguised) in regional sublimation materialism 
“project” by AEC. Strive to be this insight led to the discovery that 
regional sublimation Reviews their materialism, for the next attempt to 
pave the way consciousness. Also, how sublimation material, it is not 
H[DFWO\�FRUQHUHG�SHRSOH�DQG�FXOWXUHV��$QRWKHU�LQYHQWLRQ�LV�WKH�UHLÀFDWLRQ�RI �

culture, which it is the manifestation, in the form of  Materialization on 
social relations, by considering it as a thing freely. Similarly, it is forgetting 
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the historical trail of  goods/services. Search back on local wisdom, seems 
to be one way that can be taken. 

Keywords: AEC, People, Culture, Capitalism, Sublimation.

Abstrak

.DMLDQ�UHÁHNWLI �LQL�EHUWXMXDQ�XQWXN�PHQFRED�PHUDVDNDQ�JHWDUDQ�KDOXV�

dari “proyek” kerja sama kawasan ASEAN (MEA) dalam dimensi 
manusia dan budaya-nya. Bagaimanapun juga MEA menjadi bagian 
sejarah  bangsa-bangsa Asia Tenggara, utamanya dalam ukuran-ukuran 
kasat mata seperti pertumbuhan ekonomi, stabilitas ekonomi kawasan 
atau volume perdagangan intra-regional yang semakin meningkat. Ini 
berarti kita merasakannya dalam dimensi materialis, atau “getaran yang 
kasar”. Tulisan ini selanjutnya akan melacak sedikit lebih dalam lagi 
mengenai manusia Indonesia dan kebudayaannya. Juga akan ada usaha 
untuk mencari jejak-jejak, akan adanya sublimasi materialisme regional 
dalam “proyek” MEA. Dengan sekuat tenaga renungan ini akan 
menuntun penemuan adanya sublimasi materialisme regional itu, untuk 
selanjutnya berupaya  meretas jalan kesadaran,  bagaimana sublimasi 
material itu,  tidak justru memojokkan manusia dan budayanya. 
3HQHPXDQ� ODLQ� DGDODK� DGDQ\D� UHLÀNDVL� EXGD\D�� \DQJ� PHQLIHVWDVLQ\D�

berupa materialisasi atas relasi-relasi sosial dengan menganggapnya sebagai 
benda yang bebas dipertukarkan. Di samping itu, proses pelupaan jejak 
historis produk barang/jasa. Penelusuran kembali mengenai kearifan 
lokal, agaknya menjadi salah satu jalan yang bisa ditempuh.

Kata Kunci: MEA, Manusia, Kebudayaan, Kapitalisme, Sublimasi.

Introduction A. 

Nearly two decades ago, in December 1997, a visionary 

among ASEAN member countries has agreed, and called 

ASEAN Vision 2020. The meeting in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia, 

in essentially is a marker, as well as a commitment to create 

of  “regional strength” in South East Asia. The establishment 

of  “regional strength” as referred in the ASEAN Vision 

2020, now manifest as an AEC, that has been face us together 

in this time. 
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Before “liven up” as we are experiencing today, AEC 

JHWV�VWUXW�RI �GHDO�WKDW�LQÁDPHG�FRQWLQXRXVO\�XQWLO�WKH�$6($1�

economic community can be declared. Bali Concord II in 

October 2003 is a premier meeting in which the ASEAN leaders 

declared the establishment of  the AEC (ASEAN Economic 

Community), which is an essential goal of  regional economic 

integration by 2020.1  In the Bali Concord II, the leaders of  

ASEAN are still consulted in the philosophical-conceptual level 

of  AEC. They did not have “operational concepts” of  AEC. 

And then at the ASEAN ministerial meeting in Kuala Lumpur, 

held on August 2006, they were seek to make  “down to earth” 

the ideas as an AEC-blueprint. The other meetings have been 

held as a following times and their estuary is an acceleration 

process of  the implementation of  AEC. There is no doubt if  

ÀQDOO\�WKH�$(&������LV�UHDOO\�HQIRUFHG��

Probably, it is not any explanatory sentences needed, 

that blueprint of  the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 

mainly formed as an economic cooperation among of  ASEAN 

countries member. AEC became one of  the latest manifestations 

of  solidarity Southeast Asian region, which seems to want 

to crawl into “counter actors” for such new Asian economic 

powers like India and China. I think it is not an empty hope 

or light dream only and or counterproductive idea, but when 

leaders of  ASEAN agreed to join their hands on AEC, along 

with that of  competition in a variety of  dimensions of  life are 

becoming increasingly stronger. 

Seems like most other social facts are created, the AEC 

inevitably induced polarization response. There are peoples, 

you call it the pessimists, who see the AEC with skepticism, with 

QR�FRQÀGHQFH��DQG�RWKHU�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI �WKH�DWWLWXGH��ZLWK�DQ�

estuary is not welcomed for the AEC presence. The phrase with 

satirical pitch expressed, and can be a marker of  how the AEC 

is just a new way for the expansion of  the market for neighbor 

1 ASEAN Concord II/Bali Concord II, http://www.aseansec.org/15159 htm. 
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countries product. As a result, the domestic industry may not 

be able to take competition, even in their own homes. AEC 

may be regarded as an airy corridor for the “export” of  cheap 

Indonesian labor to more “great” neighboring countries such as 

Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei. Meanwhile, foreigners can be 

easily exploit the natural resources of  Indonesia. If  it happens 

on a large scale, then it will be cease our natural resources. 

Diametrically, in the other hand, the optimist, notice that 

implementation of  AEC as an opportunity, which in turn 

spur “dramatic” competitiveness of  Indonesia. The Indonesia 

productive human resources will “force” themselves to contend 

and achieve competitive advantages. AEC also interpreted 

simply as a “money raising” in Indonesia in various sectors, 

which in turn boost economic growth and absorb completed 

our labor force, in which year by year continues to grow. 

The optimist also considers that Indonesia is more ready 

to undergo the AEC by an assumption that the free space can be 

SURYLGLQJ�VXFK�EHQHÀWV��)RU�H[DPSOHV�DUH��LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�

more easily and quickly accessible, the domestic demand will be 

easily met, the production activities in the country will increase 

both in quality and quantity, and increase foreign exchange 

through the import and export tariff. 

If  we imagine that the neighboring countries in the aligned 

of  AEC, whether are they overshadowed by anxieties? or are 

they ready to welcome “the re-establishment” of  neo-liberalism 

that inevitably covered our region. Perhaps, for many tiny 

nation such as Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei did not reveal 

any doubt, yet how about with Cambodia and Thailand or the 

Sultanate of  Sulu and the Philippines with their own internal 

SROLWLFDO�FRQÁLFW"�0RUH�WKDQ�WKDW�PD\�DOVR�EH�GUDJJHG�0DOD\VLD�

into the political tussle. 

As we know, tracing to the history of  Cambodia and 

Thailand turned out the fact that they still covered by the 
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political tension until nowadays. The issue of  Preah Vihear 

temple and territorial problems around them are still in dispute. 

Throwing historical claims regarding jurisdiction and ownership 

of  the temple, less or more of  extent will affect the bilateral 

relations between the two countries, Cambodia and Thailand. 

Though the region is now touted to be part of  the kingdom of  

Cambodia, but Thailand seems never give up. Thailand is very 

tenacious defend of  its historical claims. 

Historical-territorial claims also did by the Sulu Sultanate, 

that he the Sultanate of  Sulu deemed the state of  Sabah 

(Malaysia) as one piece of  territory of  Sultanate of  Sulu. The 

political tensions between Malaysia and the Sultanate of  Sulu, 

in turn, will also affect to the bilateral relations among Malaysia 

and the Philippines. According to that situation, the relations 

among countries with the AEC framework will give a sour taste 

and non constructive pattern certainly. 

Maybe those chores will become domestic areas of  

respective state governments, which do not need to be drawn 

as a part of  this discussion. Indeed so, this paper actually 

wants to consider that, there is a problem also arises in other 

countries, not only in our country when to be exposed totally 

by AEC. That matters, of  course, with all consequences and 

LQÁXHQFHV� WKDW� FDQ�EH� FDXVHG�� GLUHFWO\� RU� LQGLUHFWO\�� DQG� HYHQ�

large or small scale. 

When viewed more closely, there are many issues of  

cultural problems in the frame of  territorial claims. The issue 

of  territories or spatial is certainly connected with cultural 

content of  the people of  the region. Problem of  temples, for 

example, is a matter of  cultural and/or religious communities 

between Cambodian and Thai society. Cultural issues, means 

pertaining to the subject of  culture itself, and it is signify the 

human with its humanity. When we drawn to the root of  the 

SUREOHP��WKHQ�KXPDQV�DQG�KXPDQLW\�EHFRPHV�VSHFLÀF�SUREOHP�
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within the framework of  relations for countries in a “project” 

namely AEC. 

This paper is not positioned to sharpen the diametrically 

position of  two “group of  people”, optimist and pessimist, because 

the opposite groups, between optimist and pessimist, just a result 

of  imaginary only. Although in reality of  Indonesia it may exist 

and in the smallest of  opposition scale only. One thing surely 

for us, is the AEC has been already intense all of  us, slowly 

but surely, or even faster and will certainly give changes in 

various dimensions of  nation life. Basically, it must be faced and 

of  course we have to take an effort to deal with power, skill, 

punctilio and alertness.

DiscussionB. 

In the Frame of  Neo-Liberalism  1. 

In the AEC Blueprint exposure by the Secretariat General 

RI �$6($1�UHYHDOHG� WKDW� WKHUH�DUH�ÀYH�NH\�RI �FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��

which will be developed in cooperation among countries of  the 

6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�UHJLRQ��7KH�ÀIWK�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�DUH: (a) A Highly 

Integrated and cohesive Economy; (b) A Competitive, Innovative, and 

Dynamic ASEAN; (c) Enhanced Connectivity and Sectoral Cooperation; 

(d) A Resilient, Inclusive, People-Oriented, and People-Centered 

ASEAN; and (e) A Global ASEAN 2. The characteristics and that 

elements, essentially is a marker, which give us sense about neo-

OLEHUDOLVP�EORRG��ÁRZLQJ�LQ�WKH�ERG\�RI �WKH�$6($1�FRXQWULHV��

The markers that clearly set out in the 2015 AEC blueprint will 

be explained point by point, especially regarding the scope and 

the technical steps necessary to achieve a predetermined goal. 

Although it will not be depth understanding, to get a glimpse of  

the characteristic, we will try to discuss at any perspectives. 

2 General Secretary of  ASEAN, ASEAN Economic Blueprint 2025 (Jakarta: ASEAN   

Secretary General, 2015), p. 1. 
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7KH� ÀUVW is economic integration and cohesion. In this 

case, something to be prominent is the occurrence of  a single 

market and production base. At least, in that context, there are 

ÀYH�PRYHPHQWV� �RXWÁRZ�LQFRPLQJ��RI �PDWHULDOV� DQG�VHUYLFHV�

are guaranteed for freedom. Even if  there are tariffs, it will be 

issued a policy for synthesizing the rates close to zero. In other 

ZRUGV� ��FDQ�EH�VDLG�WKDW� WKHUH� LV�D�´ÀYH�IUHHGRP�RI �ÁRZµ�WKDW�

ZLOO�IUDPH�WUDGH�ÁRZV�LQ�D�´OLEHUDO�SURMHFWVµ�RI �$(&��7KH�ÀYH�

IUHHGRP�RI �ÁRZ�LV�WKH�IUHH�ÁRZ�RI �JRRGV��VHUYLFHV��LQYHVWPHQW�

ÁRZV�� WKH�ÁRZ�RI � ODERU�DQG�FDSLWDO�ÁRZV��7R�VXVWDLQ� WKH�ÀYH�

IUHHGRP�RI �ÁRZ�� LW�KDV�SUHSDUHG�VRPH�QHFHVVDU\� LQVWUXPHQWV�

such as regulation about the tariff, non-tariff  duties and 

OLEHUDOL]HV� RI � ÀQDQFLDO� VHUYLFHV� SURJUHVVLYHO\�� DV�ZHOO� DV� RWKHU�

technical policies. 

The second is competition, innovation and dynamism of  

ASEAN. This characteristic imagines how ASEAN as an entity 

is not be silent subject, let alone frozen. Nor as a static subject 

with no activities in competition and innovation dimension. 

6R�� VRPH� � FRQFHSWXDO� HIIRUW� DUH� IRUPXODWHG� DV� IROORZV�� (a) 

HQJHQGHULQJ� D� OHYHO� SOD\LQJ� IRU� DOO� ÀUPV� WKURXJK� HIIHFWLYH� FRPSHWLWLRQ�

policy; (b) fostering the creation and protection of  knowledge; (c) deepening 

ASEAN participation in GVCs; and (d) strengthening related regulatory 

frameworks and overall regulatory practice and coherence at the regional 

level.3  In practice, the effort was manifested, for example, by 

designing and implementing a policy of  competition, consumer 

protection, and intellectual property rights, the issuance of  

policies to eliminate double tax, and improving the quality and 

quantity of  e-commerce. As an active subject, it appears that is 

oriented to the maximum effort how the dynamic can be back 

to the competition zone. Then competitiveness became a basic 

of  thinking in policy decisions. The dynamic and innovative 

society, are active subjects who always competed. This nuance 

3 Ibid., p. 12.
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dominates scattered thoughts within relation to the policy on 

excellence, competitiveness and freedom itself. 

Third is the increased connectivity and sectoral 

cooperation. In this third characteristic, at least some sectors 

are the focus of  attention, such as energy, transportation and 

telecommunications. The some sectors are also in line with 

the Master Plan Connectivity of  ASEAN, that desirable to 

further integrate and cooperate in key sectors that complement existing 

Efforts towards creating an integrated and sustainable economic region, 

with the aim to maximize Reviews their contribution in improving the 

overall competitiveness of  ASEAN and strengthening of  soft and hard 

networks in the region.4 The energy sector, telecommunications and 

transportation are pillars of  connectivity in various aspects. So, 

the blueprint is also shown, the measures that have to be achieved 

in order to anything go well. 

The fourth are inclusivity, reliability and orientation of  

human resources (people oriented and centered).� ,Q� WKH� GHÀQLWLRQ�

RI �RSHUDWLRQDO��LW�EURNH�GRZQHG�LQWR�WKH�ÀYH�ZD\��ZKLFK�PXVW�

EH� SDVVHG� IRU� $(&� FRXQWULHV� PHPEHUV�� )LIWK� URDG� PLOHDJH�

is strengthening the Role of  Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises, 

Strengthening the Role of  the Private Sector, Public-Private Partnership, 

Narrowing the Development Gap, Contribution of  Stakeholders 

on Regional Integration Efforts.5� )URP� WKH� YDULRXV� GHÀQLWLRQ�

operational concept that are formed, people-oriented concept 

was not prominently describe to the implementable strategies, 

especially in the connected of   the human and humanitarian 

relations at  the regional economy relation. Just, maybe there 

is a “ confessions “ that the humans who directly involved in 

the micro and medium-sized of  businesses (the backbone of  

economy), not only to the states, but larger also supporting the 

regional economic sustainability. 

4 Ibid., p. 21.
5 Ibid., p. 30-35.
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7KH�ÀIWK are ASEAN worldwide or globalized ASEAN. It 

is a great expectation, to strengthen of  regional association, yet 

recognized also in the global sphere. The envisioned of  ASEAN 

PLJKW� DOVR� OLNH� WKH�(8�RU�1$)7$�ZKR� KDV� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

prestige that every member got a “ mutual reinforcement “ from 

each others. However, the blueprint of  AEC seems to be an 

important step to be taken, such measures based on territorial 

dimension. In the globally ASEAN, the most important 

foundation is an “affordable”  in advance, that  realized by 

making an cooperation with Japan, India, South Korea, Australia 

and New Zeeland. The path of  cooperation outline called CEPs 

or Comprehensive Economic Partnerships Agreements. CEPS have been 

strengthening ASEAN’s position as an open and inclusive economic region, 

and lay the foundation for ASEAN to retain its centrality in global and 

regional engagements, where possible.6 

$W� ÀUVW� JODQFH�� LI � ZH� UHDG� WKH�$(&�%OXHSULQW�� DV� VRRQ�

as possible we will realize that there is a large frame in the 

AEC project. The strategies prepared in using of    numeric and 

materialistic measures. This is not an indictment, yet with our 

sense, we have to seek the equipoise (between material and 

immaterial measures), because someway AEC is real. The 

invisible frames, some people deem, as a frame of  neo-liberalism 

in South East Asia region. I think it is unable to hide the numeric-

materialistic measures, because ultimately that is indicates, that 

frame of  neo-liberalism is real, as real as the AEC itself. 

According to Dodi Mantra, a lecturer at Al-Azhar 

University, Jakarta even with direct argued how the AEC is 

framed by neo-liberalism. His depth searching about AEC 

ideology can be foundation of  the arguments. Still in line with 

0DQWUD� SHUVSHFWLYH�� UHÁHFWHG� LQ� WKH� GLYHUVH� VWUDWHJLF� VWHS� LQ�

the blueprint of  AEC and the morale of  the AEC itself, neo-

liberalism as a metamorphosis of  liberal paradigm denoted 

the spirit of  this community. Neo-liberalism assumes that the 

6 Ibid., p. 35.
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market is the most effective actor determining the success of  

a country’s economic development. On the contrary, they (the 

neo-lib) considers that the intervention of  the state/government 

on the economy, through subsidies policy, for example, is an 

obstacle that can be distort to the market mechanisms.7

Actually, neo-liberalism is a “statement” to the state action, 

ZKHQ�WKH�VWDWH�UROH�� � LQÁDWHG�DQG�EHFDPH�FRXQWHU�SURGXFWLYH��

The interference of  the state is devastated the natural and fresh 

of  free market system. Then, the path of  neo-liberalism is an 

effort to pursue to dis-empower of  the state to the market, 

while returning it to the commandment of  the free market 

PHFKDQLVP��)RU�WKH�HFRQRPLF�KLVWRU\�RI �,QGRQHVLD��GXULQJ�WKH�

crisis of  1998 that exposed our country, neo-liberalism seemed 

to be born back in the new face of  “wise and authoritative” by 

providing analytical descriptions of  the causative factor, why 

the crisis occurred and crashed with great. 

Now, for Indonesia and the other ASEAN member 

countries, the neo-liberalism exposure was agreed to be more 

UHÀQHG�LQ�VRPHZKDW�ZLGHU�RI �VSDWLDO�HQYLURQPHQW��QDPHO\�WKH�

ASEAN region. It was a fanfare situation mixed with anxiety at 

the daily notes subject of  the stakeholders. And what expected 

from the project is, ultimately the economics growth can be 

permeate to all people of  each country. Yet, are these all ideals 

ZLOO� EH�ZHOO"� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LV� WKHUH� QR� VKDGRZ�RI � IHDU� DW� DOO"�

Armed with and adhering to the jargon that it is “the inevitable” 

condition, we are still swinging step towards the AEC. 

Just to toss our memory, the offers of  prosperity by 

integrated liberal trade concept within regional scope, in 

factually the offers were not proven true. The one of  reason 

about establishment of  a free trade zone in the North American 

region is to reduce welfare inequality, particularly between 

the United States and Mexico as well as to reduce the rate of  

7 Dodi Mantra, Hegemony and Discourse of  Neoliberalism, (Bekasi: Mantrapress, 2011), 

p. 4-5.
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LOOHJDO� LPPLJUDWLRQ�� ,Q� IDFW�� 1$)7$� DFWXDOO\� PDNHV� 0H[LFR�

more depend on the United States. In other words, if  the 

performance of  the US economy deteriorates, by the token will 

be experienced by Mexico.8 

The fact of  failure (in above paragraph) shown us that   is 

only involves the failure of  a region, one integrated economic 

zone. Now we can try to posited when every country, within 

geographically adjacent, formed a “competition packaged 

by regional solidarity” what will happen in the next come 

days? How does the zone of  economy integrated perform its 

activities? Is there another way of  thinking, which could provide 

D� VWURQJ� DUJXPHQW�� WKDW� HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLOO� JR�ÀQH� LI � RQO\� DOO� RI �

the members play a similar role and adhere to the agreed rules 

of  the game? Or, maybe the decision makers adhering to the 

theory of  chance/probability theory which still gives hope for 

the implementation of  neo-liberal system can be well? or is this 

some kind of  a live exercise, in which we are as human beings, 

make ourselves as a guinea pig on devices we made?

Human being, made   himself  as a guinea pig, exactly some 

people make others as guinea pig, in the projects’ achievement 

of  prosperity. So, the ”natural instrument”, which is called neo-

liberalism, were exposed in a larger scale, which is the globally. 

The undertaking to massive a neo-liberal exposure are ideals to 

be achieved, in order to the “other men” in other hemisphere, 

were also enjoying the role of  such instruments. 

In that context, the neo-liberalism instrumentation is 

understood as a medium to transform the “noble ideals” of  

the world, namely globalization. Included in this framework is 

the globalization of  markets. In this point of  view, Manfred 

B. Steger, said that people or groups of  neo-liberal globalists, 

strives to cultivate a sense of  uncritical about “globalization” 

into the mindset of  society with a great claim. The claim is a 

8 Joseph Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work the Next Step to Global Justice, 
(London: Penguin Books, 2006), p. 64. 
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huge advantage of  market liberalization. The advantages are: 

LPSURYHPHQW� RI � JOREDO� OLYLQJ� VWDQGDUGV�� HFRQRPLF� HIÀFLHQF\��

individual freedom and democracy, as well as advances in 

technology that have never existed before.9 

The AEC Blueprint also agree to the efforts of  the neo-

liberal globalizes to broaden ASEAN market all over the world.  

A Global ASEAN,10 is so obvious hints refer to the  ambitions 

of  ASEAN (with EAC) to establish, not only in  Southeast 

Asia region, but began exploring  a possibility to engage more 

deeply with the countries of  East Asia, which is much more 

established, and also with any countries in central Asia or south 

Asia whose growth is incredible. Even, further across to the 

3DFLÀF� 2FHDQ� region. ASEAN is continuing to the make steady 

progress towards integrating the region into the global economy through a 

comprehensive FTAs and economic partnership agreements (CEPS) with 

China, Japan, Republic of  Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand.11 

Actually, the trace of  historical   to implement this global 

neo-liberalism, pointed out that since approximately a century 

ago has been prepared. So if  the AEC with the ideology of  neo-

new liberalism just implemented in 2015, in fact the ideology 

LV�DZDLWLQJ�D�ÀWWLQJ�PRPHQW��0DQVRXU�)DNLK�VD\�WKDW�QRZ�GD\�

is the end of  the era of  developmentalism, a process of  social 

change after World War II were built on the foundation of  

understanding to modernization. Yet, in the center of  capitalism 

countries, the answer to speed up the pace of  capitalism has long 

been prepared ever since the crisis of  capitalism in the 1930s. 

That answer is the globalization of  capitalism (neo-liberalism).12 

9 Manfred B. Steger, Globalism; The rise of  market ideology, (Yogjakarta: Lafadl Library, 

2005), p. 17.
10 General Secretary of  ASEAN, ASEAN Economic Blueprint 2025, (Jakarta: Secretary 

General, 2015), p. 35.
11 Ibid., p. 35.
12 0DQVRXU�)DNLK��Jalan Lain, Menifesto Intelektual Organik, (Yogyakarta: Insist Press, 

2002), p. 184.
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7KXV�� VRPH�ÀQDO� SDUDJUDSKV� LQ� WKLV� VHJPHQW�� LQHYLWDEO\��

I have to associate the “psychological” atmosphere of  AEC, 

with the concept of  “frame”, a thought by Martin Heidegger, a 

*HUPDQ�SKLORVRSKHU��´)UDPLQJµ�RU�LQ�*HUPDQ\�LV�Ge-stell, (can  

be interpreted as a skeleton also ), in  Heidegger’s perspective  

provides supposition  as a “bookshelf ”, that means  he wants 

WR�SURSRVH�DQ�DIÀUPDWLRQ�KXPDQ�EHLQJ� LV� DOZD\V� WKLQNLQJ�E\�

using the “framework”.13 In the relation to the AEC, Heidegger 

JLYHV� DOO� RI � XV� DZDUHQHVV� WKDW� WKH� QHR�OLEHUDOLVP� ÀQDOO\� LV� D�

“frame” of  public economic activities in the countries of  

Southeast Asia. So, what can be captured from our presence of  

mind, that all of  nations in Southeast Asia have been ‘framed’ 

by  neo- liberalism?

Thus, if  we deemed that the national and regional 

economies are building, so the concrete bones framed by, is 

neo-liberalism. Then, if  we are rethinking about the frame, we 

ZLOO�ÀQG�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI �QHR�OLEHUDOLVP�E\� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��

likely installing the dangerous “barbed wire fences”. Then, 

Martin Heidegger said that “In which the framing is in power, 

that is a place, where the danger in the most obvious means”. In 

other words the danger threatened the world now is the frame 

itself.14 Because the frame is like a barbed wire fence (barbed 

wire fence has directions of  sharp in and out), then the danger 

of  framing is double. 

7KH�ÀUVW�GLUHFWLRQ is the government itself. The government 

seemed have no role, stripped of  its power to its citizens, who 

in the fence border, by regulation makers that are pro neo-

liberalism. Please imagine a government totally meaningless 

apart as a tool only, of  the capitalist ideology of  neo-liberalism. 

So the frame set up by the government has been framed the own 

13 )UDQFLV� /LP� &KLQ� &KR\�� 6-� �Membingkai (Ge-stell), Sejenis Pembusukan Pandangan 

terhadap Dunia, dalam Al Andang, L Binawan (ed.), Korupsi Kemanusiaan, Menafsir Korupsi 

(dalam) Masyarakat,  (Jakarta: Kompas, 2006), p. 69.
14 Ibid., p. 53-54.
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roles in this country. But, the existence of  government is not 

be negated, however utilized under guidance of  the capitalists, 

who held neo-liberalism ideology. 

The second direction is, the danger will be experienced by the 

people, when they are allowed to compete freely in their position 

as a society, both of  consumers and producers. In the extreme 

words can be said that society in particularistic level have been 

entered to the atmosphere of  VXUYLYDO� DW� WKH� ÀWWHVW� There is a 

condition of  the people who are diametrically sharp difference, 

because the rich get richer one and the poor get poorer one. 

Indeed, generally GDP will grow up, but not followed by evenly 

spread of  wealth distribution. And a large number of  people 

EHFDPH�SRRU��0H[LFDQ�7KH�H[SHULHQFH�0H[LFR�ZLWKLQ�1$)7$�

IUDPHG��OHDVW�JDYH�XV�FOHDU�SURRI �DERXW�LW��'XULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�GHFDGH�

RI �1$)7$�� WKH� HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�RI �0H[LFR� DUH�EOHDN��RQO\�

1.8 percent on a real per capita. In fact, it was better when we 

compared to another countries of  Latin America, but when we 

compared to the economic growth achieved by Mexico during 

the period of  1948-1973, the growth rate of  1.8 percent is very 

bad, because  in that period the average of  growth  reached at  

3.2 percent.15 

Back to  the Ge-stell of  Heidegger, framing is the way used 

by humans being objectify the world and his experience, the 

object has been framed become available for the cultivation 

DQG�PDQLSXODWLRQ�RI �KXPDQ�EHLQJV�IRU�D�VSHFLÀF�SXUSRVH��6R�

it looks like that framing is the ideal for human being to nature 

dominate.16 It means that neo-liberalism is a real frame for the 

manipulation of  human purpose, as Heidegger discoursed by 

theory of  Ge-stell.

15 Joseph Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work. The Next Step to Global Justice, (London: 

Pinguin Books, 2006), p. 64.
16 )UDQFLV� /LP� &KLQ� &KR\�� 6-��Membingkai (Ge-Stell), Sejenis Pembusukan Pandangan 

terhadap Dunia, in Al Andang, L Binawan (ed.), Korupsi Kemanusiaan: Menafsir Korupsi (dalam) 

Masyarakat, (Jakarta: Kompas, 2006), p. 54.
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Under the Sublimation of  Materialism 2. 

When we look together to the AEC blueprint,  at point 

D  said about  the concept of  a Resilient, Inclusive, People-Oriented 

and People-Centered ASEAN.17� $W� ÀUVW� SKUDVH�� people-oriented, it 

can be perceive as community involvement in the activity of  

the AEC, which includes humans and humanity itself. However, 

after we read more detailed, it was not encountered a signal go 

there. There is no indication that human and humanity, which 

incidentally is the subject of  neo-liberalism itself, getting the 

attention.  But the fully attention is just understanding the 

subject as a market merely. 

The explain paragraph for points of  a resilient, inclusive, 

people-oriented, and people-centered ASEAN, in fact not only within 

the human dimension and humanity, but also no explanation 

at all, regarding the position of  “humanists” of  the humans 

themselves. Promote entrepreneurship and human capital development 

by creating a more conducive environment for entrepreneurship through the 

ASEAN On-line Academy; and enhancing human capital development 

for MSMEs, in particular youth and women.18  It seems that, when 

human beings were dissipated into the atmosphere of  neo-

liberalism, the efforts of  human resource development also 

oriented to the materialism. It is a human resources placement 

at the production structures, a placement that positioned the  

human beings as a  production factors, and became something 

important to be used and rivalry.  This is a placement human 

resources at the physical/material level, by abandoned the 

psychological aspect. 

,Q�YLHZ�RI �)HXHUEDFK��KXPDQ��ZKR�WUDSSHG�DV�D�IDFWRU�RI �

production via neo-liberalism) is human with characteristic like 

DV�PHFKDQLFDO�PDWHULDOLVP��)XUWKHUPRUH��KH�VDLG�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�

thing for human beings were their business and not their minds, 

17 General Secretary of  ASEAN, ASEAN Economic Blueprint 2025, (Jakarta: General 

Secretary, 2015), p. 30.
18 Ibid., p. 31.
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because knowledge as only tools for achieving the success. 

Humans (in this contact) as a natural being (Gattung).19 This 

view explains that human effort into eminent position, glorious, 

and became the foundation for success, while the knowledge 

and skills positioned no more than just a tool/medium or 

PHGLXP�RQO\��&RPPRQ�VHQVH�RU� LQWHOOLJHQFH�ÀQDOO\� LV�no more 

than just a tool. If  humans within the framework of  “AEC people-

oriented”, getting  exposure of  self-development architecture,  

development of  skills and knowledge, so it is means in order 

to meet the needs of  a  factor of  production merely. This 

phenomenon (in my point of  view) is an explanation of  

mechanistic materialism, E\�)HXHUEDFK. Human beings are most 

likely the robots, which helps other machines completing a 

production of  goods and  services.

It may be very exciting to see the Indonesian within 

Marxian framework. According to Marx, the whole of  human 

life is determined by the framework of  economical relations. 

Overall, any activities or spiritual activity, aesthetics, theology, 

ethics and even science, have characteristic as a superstructure 

and that is a residue from the pattern of  economic relations. 

The economic relations are determined by history. Man, still 

in Marx thought, basically as a worker (homo laborans or homo 

faber). In his capacity as homo laborans basically, the work itself  

is something stolen from the man himself. So, according to 

Karl Marx, the human factor or labor (human) held different 

positions by other factors of  production. The man placed in 

a position of  variable factors. Perhaps, it because the portion 

required in the production process “is very easy to set”, with 

WKH�PD[LPXP�HIÀFLHQF\�DSSURDFK�LQ�SRVVLEO\��7KLV�HODVWLFLW\�KDV�

shown the position of  humans as a variable factor in the process 

of  production of  goods and services. 

)XUWKHUPRUH��0DU[�VDLG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�WZR�VWURQJ�IDFWRUV�

working in a production process of  goods, namely a) the forces 

19 Harun Hadiwijono, Sari Sejarah Filsafat 2, (Yogyakarta: Kanisius, 1980), p.  119. 
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are material productive called the forces of  production, this includes: 

(1) raw material (2) the means of  production (work tools, machines, etc.) 

(3) skills/ability to work and (4) work experience. 2) the relations 

- the relations of  production, which is the relationships 

between people in the production process or the social relations 

of  production.20

We can see that in the two of  these factors, the man 

(human) occupied by two positions at once. In the position 

of  forces of  production, man no more than human labor, so it 

should be designed along with the attributes of  required in a 

SURGXFWLRQ� SURFHVV�� LQ� H[DPSOH�� SURÀFLHQF\�skill and work 

experience. Meanwhile, in the position of  social relations, the 

inter-personal skills, within now day is often referred to as soft 

skills, humans are also required to master the soft skill.

Using sublimate way of  thinking in terms of  psychology, 

it seems relevant enough to explain how neo-liberalism sheath 

the AEC and treats the human resources in the reasoning 

of  materialism. As we all know at the realm of  psychology, 

there is a self-defense mechanism. One of  such mechanism 

LV� FDOOHG� VXEOLPDWLRQ�� 6LJPXQG� )UHXG� GHÀQHV� VXEOLPDWLRQ� LV�

self  defense intended to prevent or relieve anxiety by altering 

and adjusting impulses, that cause anxiety in the form of  

behavior that is acceptable and even valued by the community. 

In short, sublimation is an unconscious process where the 

libido is indicated or changed him into a form of  distribution 

more acceptable.21�)RU�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�DJJUHVVLYH�LPSXOVH�IURP�

someone channeled into activities compete in sports, so he 

will found a way for the disclosure of  the aggression, and as 

an addition, he can earn rewards when he was  excel in the 

ÀHOG�RI �VSRUW��

20 Marx, The Materials Forces and The Relations of  Production, to the Critique of  Political 

Economy, in Parson, et. al. Theories of  Society,��1HZ�<RUN��7KH�)UHH�3UHVV���������S������������
21 6LJPXG�)UHXG, Teori Seks, (Yogyakarta: Jendela, 2003), p. 166.
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Turned back again to the man’s position in the frame 

of  AEC neo-liberalism, exploring the architecture of  AEC 

FDUHIXOO\��ZH�ZLOO�ÀQG�KRZ� WKH�KXPDQ� �KXPDQ� UHVRXUFHV��KDV�

been “materialized” in so subtle way. Why human has been 

materialized? We can shown by the empowerment model that 

creating a more conducive environment for entrepreneurship through the 

ASEAN On-line Academy; and enhancing human capital development 

for MSMEs, in particular youth and women.22 The empowerment 

strategy undertaken by the architects of  neo-liberalism in the 

frame of  the AEC is the positioning strategy of  the human 

factors of  production in order to boost the quantity of  goods 

SURGXFWLRQ��,Q�0DU[�ZRUGV��PDQ�LV�D�YDULDEOH�IDFWRU�FRQÀQHG�LQ�

the forces of  production and social relations.

Extremely, the hidden agendas, (in the management of  

human resources of  economic liberalism atmosphere), are 

explore or desire as much as possible the use of  labor at goods 

production. The desires of  human exploitation (in example, the 

working system of  out-sourcing, labor contract system in certain 

time, etc.) may not be rugged. We can only saw the sublimation 

impulse of  exploitative practices as siding with the workers. 

The architects and capitalists feel anxious if  the workers did 

not become a factor of  production as they are projected. So, 

sublimated by giving any various stimulus and raise the minimum 

wage, for example, can be create a domino effect leading to 

D�PD[LPXP�EHQHÀW�RI � WKH�FDSLWDOLVWV�� -XVW� ORRN�DW� WKH�F\FOLFDO�

process of  public buying power has been increased (stimulus, 

raise minimum regional wage), causing the buying power rises, 

then demand is also raising, the entrepreneur/owner of  the 

FDSLWDO�ZLOO�KDYH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�SURÀW��7KH�JUHDW�DGYDQWDJH�RI �WKH�

capitalists can be foster of  investment by re-investing in various 

project lines, then the GDP also raised, sparked an increase in 

22 General Secretary of  ASEAN, ASEAN Economic Blueprint 2025 (Jakarta: ASEAN 

General Secretary, 2015), p. 31.
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the ability to buy, and demand rises back, and so on. This policies 

PRGHO�ÀQDOO\�FDQ�EH�DFFHSWHG�E\�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��

,Q�WXUQ��WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI �KXPDQ�EHLQJV�ZKR�ÀOO�WKH�

position of  a variable factor of  production are a pragmatic 

materialist, with results orientation (goods and services) as 

much as possible. So, people oriented in the AEC blueprint, will 

also throw in the education sector network of  neo-liberalism 

that threw it to the free market. The role of  the State to 

intervene care of  education should be reduced, subvention of  

education costs should be reduced or possibly to be amputated, 

so consequently the cost of  education can be more expensive 

and the product resulted very completely in accordance with 

the demands of  the market. The interests of  the capitalist of   

neo-liberalism, in this case,  is to obtain a highly professional 

workforce, has a high skill and  just paid them for  very-very 

minimum  cost. 

:HOO�� ÀQDOO\� DW� RXU� IDFH� ZLOO� EH� SUHVHQWHG� MXVW� WKH�

professionals who are pragmatic and opportunistic. They are 

may be extremely smart, has the high degree, has adequate of  

hard skills and soft skills, yet in another perspective they were 

basically a result of  sublimation process of  materialism. They 

will be taken away from the characteristics of  idealists who still 

want to think of  this country. 

Even though the human resources have a high skill and 

intellectual, they are only apart from the giant machine of  neo-

liberalism and positioned as a variable of  production factor 

only. It became possible because the tradition of  thinking in 

neo-liberalism is preparing into all aspects of  life, including at 

education aspect. According to one of  the liberal thinkers of  

the world from the Philippines, Julio Teenhankee, traditions of  

WKRXJKW�FDQ�EH�LGHQWLÀHG�LQWR�VL[�IXQGDPHQWDO�SULQFLSOHV��7KH�

tradition of  liberal thinking that gives ample room for hidden 

agendas sublimation, so it can be accepted by the community/

country. These six fundamental principles by Julio Teehankee are 
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as follows:23 (a) Individualism��7KH�OLEHUDOLVW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LQGLYLGXDO�

is very important things. So, the all policies decided are aimed to 

provide a freedom and personal rights, because individualism is 

more meaningful than collectivism. (b) Rationalism; the liberalist 

ORRN�DW�YLHZ�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�UDWLRQDOO\�VWUXFWXUHG��ZKRVH�FDQ�

be understood by requires logically reason. The orderly world 

stimulate critical continuous search. (c) Freedom�� IRU� OLEHUDOLVWV��

WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�JORULRXV�WKDQ�IUHHGRP��)UHHGRP�LV�DELOLW\�

to reason, nor did congruently with determination of  heart. (d) 

Responsibility��OLEHUDOLVP�LV�IUHHGRP��DW�LWV�EDVH��DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�

responsibility. Not unlimited freedom, which became very wild. 

(e) Justice�� IRU� GHYRWHHV� RI � OLEHUDOLVP�� MXVWLFH� LV� D�PRUDO� YDOXH��

within  provides an opportunity to  individuals  a freedom in 

order to  fully competition  and reach what is truly their rights. 

(f) Tolerance; The liberalist also believe in tolerance as a gesture 

of  respect or honor viewpoints and behavior patterns of  

other individuals. Even if  the opinions or actions of  another 

individual is not certain favored, the tolerance still they hold 

as the foundation of  the harmony of  life and also to uphold 

freedom itself. 

The liberalist thinkers recognize that individual freedom is 

the most important thing, because with the freedom of  the six 

SULQFLSOHV� DERYH� FDQ� EH� DFKLHYHG�� $QG� UHFHLYHG� DIÀUPDWLRQ�

IURP�)XNX\DPD�DOVR�JORULÀHV�OLEHUDOLVP��)UDQFLV�)XNX\DPD�ZKR�

EHOLHYHV�WKDW�OLEHUDOLVP�LV�WKH�ÀQDO�RI �KLVWRU\�DQG�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�

to defeat by another ideology, because the liberal is an ideal 

ideology and accordance with humans.24 Almost two decades 

DJR�� )XNX\DPD·V� LPDJLQDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� URPDQFH� RI � ´HWHUQDO�

glory” of  the democratic-liberal (capitalist-neoliberal), has been 

repercussion and disseminated. The story started from the fact 

23 Julio Teehankee, “Equity and Justice in a Globalized World: A Liberal Review” in http://

www.fnf.phlseminars/reports/equity-justice-in globalized-worlreview.htm  
24 )UDQFLV�)XNX\DPD� “The End of  History?” The National Interest, Volume 16, Summer 

1989 in Irving Kritol, et. al.”Memotret Kanan Baru” (Yogyakarta: Kreasi Wacana, 2001), p. 

49-122.
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that the economic and political world in the frame of  the free 

market (free market), was received most governments of  the 

world at that time. 

Moving on to the other sublimation practice, our interest 

sucked up by more intensively observes the issue of  energy. 

7KH�SROLF\�DERXW�IUHH�ÁRZ�RI �FDSLWDO�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW��SURYLGH�

the option of  utilization in various sectors, including “the 

excellent” is the energy sector. In the energy sector, the AEC 

%OXHSULQW�WDNH�FRXQVHO�VXSHUÀFLDOO\�RI �WKH�HOHFWULFLW\��JDV�SLSHOLQH�

interconnection, coal, renewable energy, energy conservation 

up to the issue of  civilian nuclear energy.25   The description in the 

AEC blueprint especially in energy scope has appeared the spirit 

of  AEC is materialism. The relationship between the process 

of  energy production and its environment, were not mention 

over  there.

In this framework, it is possible the implementation 

of  several projects such as the interconnection of  electricity 

networks, launching of  bio-based fuels or the implementation 

of  mining concessions are would potentially caused of  socio-

FXOWXUDO� DQG� HQYLURQPHQWDO� LPEDODQFHV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH�

projects  can be marginalize communities that are already 

exist, threatening for food security, juggling for the forest and 

agriculture into the industrial zone,  water pollution, soil erosion 

and so on. The cultural issues, people and the environment 

as above, are not properly addressed, so the journey road to 

overcome the problems that inevitably arise, are not prepared. 

The endogenous passion of  liberalism is an exploitation 

of  natural resources (and even human) totally, in order to 

DFKLHYH� PD[LPXP� SURÀW� FRQGLWLRQV�� 3DVVLRQ� LV� DFWXDOO\� QRW�

allowed if  leaving environmental ethics and local wisdom that 

already exists. If  the only passion was explosive and have a 

negative impact, and cause a resistance in the community, there 

25 General Secretary of  ASEAN, ASEAN Economic Blueprint 2025, (Jakarta: ASEAN 

General Secretary, 2015), p. 25.
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is an attempt to sublimate it’s with an actions more accepted 

by society. In this case, they hold the programs like “social 

awareness” within various activities, holding community leader/

traditional leader (possibly with certain transactions), using 

a workforce of  around an investment location (although for 

example, unskilled and low-wage) and constructing necessary 

facilities/infrastructure. Although people mobilization as 

an elastic variable factor of  production have been done, that 

is exactly more socially acceptable. But we can see some of  

companies neglect the ex-mine and damaged land. 

Providing the foundation of  liberal pressure to freedom 

of  individuals to determine their own concepts of  goodness, 

is a failure of  liberalism in the face of  liberated itself, within 

individuals drained of  standards to make their own choices. It is 

a fact that actually suppresses freedom itself  by rationalization 

process, by the purpose of  consumption, and by sociological 

SRZHU�XUJHG��)RU�5RVV�3RROH��LW�DGGV�WR�WKH�EHOLHI �RI �KRZ�WKH�

ideology of  liberalism is nihilism.26 

The end of  this segment will provide an emphasis on the 

symptoms truly we are feeling. The symptoms were present 

together with the central goal in which dominates the AEC 

Blueprint that is a material triumph. This symptom can be 

modeled in conceptual overture in order to embrace ASEAN 

people and also put its view in qualitative dimension. The 

glorifying human project, is a project that more acceptable in 

the prevalence of  community life. This is a manifestation of  the 

psychological concept of  sublimation. The human existence is 

elevated (within the framework of  neo-liberalism, of  course) 

and then   destroyed ‘ back into a mechanical work-robotic 

system. That is aimed to the production of  goods and services 

DV� DEXQGDQW� DV� SRVVLEOH�� )LQDOO\� WKH� ´JHQHFRORJ\µ� REMHFWLYHV�

of  neo-liberalism ideology (that is material), can we feel subtly 

26 5RVV�3RROH��Moralitas dan Modernitas, Dibawah Bayang-bayang Nihilisme, (Yogyakarta: 

Kanisius, 1993),  p. 72.
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through the symptoms that are sent through the various 

concepts, as stated in the AEC Blueprint. 

Communication, Culture, and Unity of  Signs 3. 

After all, AEC is one of  many forms of  international 

relations, between one country and another with different in 

many ways. There are many possibilities will be occurred in 

many aspects of  the relationship. The one basics thinking fairly 

representative to observe international relations is critical theory. 

Historical traces of  this approach show that the critical theory 

began to debut in the arena of  international relations, about 

almost four decades ago, around the 1980s. Critical theory helps 

us to think more deeply about the real practice daily life, and the 

relation between the theory and the way or pattern we are act.27 

Within critical theory, appeared several assumptions in 

relation of  the practice of  international relations, one of  which 

is the ideology and culture. The ideology and culture is a special 

force, and can strategic support or otherwise oppose the economic 

and social order prevailing.28  Ideology and culture arrested a 

VSHFLDO�DWWHQWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV��LQ�

this context is the relationship among Southeast Asian countries 

in the AEC frame.  Although the AEC blueprint does not imply 

awareness of  cultural dynamics in each country, yet the critical 

theory can be capture and bring us, to explore the probability 

space impacted on the cultural life of  the AEC society. 

Using the conceptual framework of  AEC foothold, the 

GRPLQR�HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�IUHH�ÁRZ�RI �LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�FDSLWDO�WKDW�

may be occurred is its intersection with the culture of  this 

nation. The one possibility that could occur in that policy is 

growth of  industries, both producers of  goods and services.  

$� IXUWKHU� SURFHVV� LV� WKH� ÁRZ� RI � IRUHLJQ� ZRUNHUV� VWUHDPHG�

into Indonesia, especially experts with high professionalism. 

27 Jill Steans & Lloyd Pettiford, International Relations: Perspectives and Themes, (London: 

Pearson Education, 2001), p. 101.
28 Ibid., p. 102.
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Levels of  managerial, core personnel who determine the 

policy/direction of  the company is very likely to come from 

the member countries of  the AEC which has advanced and 

highly competitive in terms of  human capital. Many neighboring 

countries such as Singapore and Malaysia, for example, have 

UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV��5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV�

of  Indonesia’s human resources, there is interesting news in 

a national newspaper Kompas, the issued at November, 25th 

2015. Kompas daily reported that the Institute of  Management 

Development (IMD), a top-tier business education institution in 

Switzerland, has conducted a research on human resources. A 

survey entitled IMD World Talent Report 2015 has been successful 

rank of  personnel skilled and talented. And, in that project, 

Indonesia is one of  the research subjects, along with 60 other 

countries in the world. In the report explained that Indonesia 

fell 16 ranks, from the beginning of  the 25th rank in 2014, being 

ranked 41th in last 2015. This position is so distant from the 

position of  neighboring countries such as Singapore, Malaysia 

and even Thailand. 

7KH�LQÁX[�RI �IRUHLJQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�,QGRQHVLD� LQ�HYHU�

greater quantities, as the free investment in this country cannot 

LJQLWH�FXOWXUDO� LVVXH��DV�VPDOO�DQG�VLPSOH�DV�ZKDWHYHU� LW� LV��)RU�

example, in the aspect of  communication problems, it actually 

becomes very important in the process of  sending each message 

in order to understand by other person. Moving on from the 

GHÀQLWLRQ� RI � FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� E\� /DUU\� $�� 6DPRYDU�� 5LFKDUG�

(�� 3RUWHU�� DQG� 1HPL� &�� -DQHQ� FDQ� EH� LGHQWLÀHG� SUREOHPV�

that may arise in this activity. In his book titled  Understanding 

Intercultural Communication, Samovar et.al�GHÀQHV�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

as “&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�LV�GHÀQHG�DV�D�WZR�ZD\��RQ�JRLQJ��EHKDYLRU�DIIHFWLQJ�

process in the which one person (a source) intentionally encodes and transmits 
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a message through a channel to an intended audience (receiver) in order to 

induce a particular attitude or behavior”.29 

)URP� WKH� DERYH� GHÀQLWLRQ�� LW� DSSHDUV� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

VFKRODU� KDV� DQ� XOWLPDWH� JRDO� WR� LQÁXHQFLQJ� WKH� DFWLRQ� RI �

communicant. But in the context of  the liberalization of  

the labor by AEC, it clearly appears one of  noises in the 

communication process, such as the language barrier. So, the 

SXUSRVH�RI � LQÁXHQFLQJ� WKH�FRPPXQLFDQW�EHKDYLRU� FDQQRW�EH�

achieved. As it was realized in the works, the aspect of  inter-

personal skills (which one aspect is communication) is very 

important in helping to maintain the corporate culture. AEC 

in relation with the language issue, for example, whether the 

government is consistent to regulate foreign workers who work 

in Indonesia should be able to speak Indonesian. This, might 

assume that there is trivial, but what about the Japanese, for 

LQVWDQFH��LV�VR�ÀUPO\�VWDXQFK�DUPRUHG�WXE�WR�NHHS�REOLJH�IRUHLJQ�

workers learn Japanese, while working over there. 

,Q� WKH�$FW�1XPEHU����RI � �����RQ� WKH�)ODJ��/DQJXDJH��

and the State Emblem and Anthem, have governed the use of  

Indonesian in the contract of  employment in State Corporation, 

private company and others. Then, that is implemented by 

Permenakertrans (ministry of  labor regulation) number 12 of  

2013, which set the Indonesian language obligations towards 

foreign workers, while working in Indonesia.   The President 

Jokowi cabinet, namely work cabinet, in this case the labor 

ministry has been deconstructed of  Permenakertrans No. 12 

of  2013, by issuing a new judicial policy, called Permenaker 

No.16/2015. Though conditions were explicitly referred to the 

article 26 paragraph (1) letter (d) Permenakertrans No. 12 of  

2013 concerning procedures for used the foreign workers. It 

has been mentioned in this article four conditions of  foreign 

workers employed by the employer, one of  which ‘can communicate 

29 Andrik Purwasita, Komunikasi Multikutural, (Surakarta: Muhammadiyah University 

Press, 2003), p. 98.
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in Indonesian’. The deconstruction above even sparked a new 

problem, an effort that may make it easier but it seemed odd. In 

WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI �SV\FKRORJ\��WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI �ODERU�RI �5HSXEOLF�

Indonesia did displacement from the original problems, which 

would lead to new problems. The ministry of  labor regulation 

(Permenaker) No. 16/2015 just did not address the Indonesian 

language for foreign workers. Then, what happens is? The 

migration of  foreign workers (Chinese) which may be unskilled, 

cannot speak Indonesian and perhaps also their illegal arrival 

became real and in large scale.

Pursuant to Okky Asokawati, members of  the House 

RI �5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI �WKH�333��WKH�DELOLW\�WR�VSHDN�,QGRQHVLDQ�

by foreign workers should be an absolute requirement when 

working in Indonesia. In addition to respect the dignity of  our 

nation, Indonesia, President Jokowi as if  not aware that due 

to the elimination of  the obligation Indonesian requirements 

for foreign workers has been distanced of  nawacita.30  The gate 

of  AEC, can be opened widely in line with the fact of  “dodge 

impossibly”, but the government should not be resigned to 

simply establish a rule under Liberalism gunpoint. Minimal 

in this context is still requiring foreign workers to master the 

Indonesian language. When foreign workers are unskilled, that 

are getting hurt local workers that the majority of  graduates of  

elementary school and junior high school. Ironically, promise 

to open 10 million jobs for the people of  Indonesia would be 

enjoyed freely by foreign workers.31

We all know language is part of  culture. Language is a 

symbol of  verbal communication, which is either spoken or 

written language.32  So take a foothold one of  the assumptions 

in critical theory in international relations, namely the ideology 

30 http//www.hukumonline.com/berita/baca, (accessed, 12 Mei  2016, at 09.35 

p.m.)
31 Ibid.
32 Dani Vardiasyah, Pengantar Ilmu Komunikasi: Pendekatan Taksonomi Konseptual (Bogor: 

Ghalia Indonesia, 2004), p. 24.
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and culture can oppose or support the economic and social order 

that is valid, then the language as a symbol of  communication 

verbal, “destroyed” by the desire of  the capitalists who boarded 

the neo-liberalization of  the MEA. Project “destruction” was 

so strong that the government-felt need to help the project 

WKURXJK�0DQSRZHU�5HJXODWLRQ�1R�����RI �������

In this discussion, it becomes very interesting to see the 

language in the “it’s suffering”, in example, when the language 

included the kind of  atmosphere of  UHLÀFDWLRQ� RI � FXOWXUH� In 

FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHLÀFDWLRQ�RI �FXOWXUH��D�WKLQNHU�QHR�0DU[LVW�

IURP� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� RI � $PHULFD�� )UHGULF� -DPHVRQ� VDLG� WKHUH�

are two important quite meanings. First�� WKH� UHLÀFDWLRQ�DV� WKH�

transformation of  social relations into objects (the transformations 

of  social relations into things) or objectify of  social relations. The 

objectify perspective was perceive a social relations (cooperation, 

affection, care, recreation and so on) as a commodity can be 

bought and sold.33 

Second�� WKH� UHLÀFDWLRQ� DV� WKH� HOLPLQDWLRQ� RI � WUDFHV� RI �

production of  the object itself  (the effacement of  the traces of  

production from the object itself). When the people consumed, they 

are forgetting how the product was made, forget too (though 

temporarily) the people who created the product, as well forget 

the poor people (who cannot consume these goods). If  not 

forgotten could be disrupt the process of  consumption or even 

damage the intimate space of  ownership.34 

The objectify activity can be found at legal products 

�SURGXFW�RI �ODZ���DV�\RX�FDQ�VHH�DW�0LQLVWHULDO�5HJXODWLRQ�1R��

16 of  2015, which did not see the cultural elements (in this 

case is Indonesian Language) as something very important 

in the production process. Its existence could be replaced by, 

33 )ULVWLDQ� <XOLDQWR�� ´%XGD\D� GDODP� &HQJNHUDPDQ� .DSLWDOLVPH� 7UDQVQDVLRQDO� ��

0HPEDFD�5HDOLWDV�6RVLR�.XOWXUDO�EHUVDPD�)UHGULF�-DPHVRQ��GDODP�$O�$QGDQJ�/�%LQDZDQ�

(ed ),  Korupsi Kemanusiaan, Menafsir Korupsi (in) Masyarakat, (Jakarta: Kompas, 2006), p. 44.
34 Ibid.
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IRU� H[DPSOH�� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� SURÀFLHQF\�VNLOOV� �hard skills in 

D�SDUWLFXODU�ÀHOG��� DQG� LW�ZDV� UHJDUGHG�DV� D� WKLQJ� �EHFDXVH�RI �

WKH�VNLOO� LV� LQKHUHQW� LQ� WKH�ERG\�LQGLYLGXDO�ÀJXUH�� WKDW�FDQ�EH�

traded. Man with knowledge and skills to be a thing, then it can 

be traded so. Industrial goods and services in Indonesia can 

buy an object called a human being and its skills/aptitude, to be 

used as variable factors of  production. 

While, the activities of  the elimination of  traces of the 

production of  an object/service, for example appears in 

(especially) consumption pattern of  the bourgeois/rich man, 

who saw the object as satisfying the needs of  goods only. An 

abundance of  money makes them “forget” or cannot think 

about other dimensions behind the goods they consumed.  

Included is not thinking, that parties outside that not being able 

to access these products. This explains, as though they were 

present just like that, without a long production process that 

actually leaving the trail over there. Man, at this point, becomes 

man who breakaway aspect beyond the self  and the object, that 

are fused with itself  in the pattern  of   consumption. 

�2I �WKH�WZR�HVVHQWLDO�PHDQLQJV�DERXW�FXOWXUDO�UHLÀFDWLRQ�

DERYH�� IXUWKHU�� )UHGULF� -DPHVRQ� DGPLWV� DSSHDUHG� DQRWKHU�

meaning that is no less important. The other side of  a product, 

is its existence of  which was not forgotten. Because the product 

can be special by a “signature” from producers. The authors 

sign a book of  his creation, the artist represents herself  in a 

VLJQDWXUH�WKDW�VKH�DIÀ[HG�RQ�WKH�VKLUWV��RQ�WKH�hijab, or present 

themselves in a joint VHOÀH�ZLWK�IDQV��7KDW�DOO�WKLQJV�DUH�UHÁHFW�DQ�

“ imaginative presence “ of  the maker of  the product. In that 

context, it is not to ruin the intimate relationship between the user 

and the product, had been framed by a pattern of  consumption.

Thus, our imagination says, as though, there is separation 

between consumers and producers, within which there is 

“amazement” of  consumers before the producers, how the 

production process was so intense and complicated. Here 
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comes sub-alternity, that kind of  feeling inferior (consumers) in 

the presence of  people or cultures that are considered more 

superior.35  Among the consumer and the producer, appeared 

“specialization”, distinguishing between producer culture and 

consumer culture. So, in the AEC, when infestation freely in 

and then the industries stand up freely, the cultural atmosphere 

between consumers and producers, such as falling above will 

appear. It was, at once be a special issue today. 

If  from the standpoint of  language only, the AEC has been 

“beat out” the cultural sovereign of  republic of  Indonesia. Then, 

how about the other dimensions of  life? In the case of  foreign 

people  working in Indonesia, the policy makers have been  

‘simplify’ the issues with the Indonesian verbal communication, 

and replace it with a non-verbal language, such as sign language. 

So, communication between local labor and foreign workers will 

be helped by this non-verbal language, although that language is 

also certainly be different from each other. In this context, the 

signs to be “united” in that communication form. 

While, there are other ideas that each item of  language 

(words, sentences, phoneme, morpheme, etc.) exists to solely 

IXOÀOO�D�IXQFWLRQ��ZKLFK�JHQHUDOO\�LV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI �FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��

The idea, then superimposed on another idea, that none of  the 

language elements can be evaluated, if  not in relation to other 

elements. The idea of  the relationship was the basic of  the 

theory, that language is a system of  relations.36 Its relationship 

with government policy, with not required to master Indonesian 

by foreign workers, means the government has underestimated 

the linguistic relation system.    

In particular scale, the foreign workers linguistic reality 

has been dominated our local culture (language), which in the 

view of  Soedjatmoko, our country has a receding risk status, 

35 Ibid., p. 45.
36 Octavio Paz, Levi Strauss, Empu Antropologi Struktural, (Yogyakarta: LKiS, 1995), 

p. 8-9.
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to the position of  mere consumers of  cultural products 

from foreign civilizations. So, the solutions at a cultural level 

DFFRUGLQJ� WR� KLP� LV�� WKH� FRXQWU\� FDQ� ÀQG� WKH� NH\� IURP� WKH�

spirit, motivation, and personal appearance are used to draw up 

the pattern of  development in new and different, so it needs 

creative adjustments of  the elements of  the identity of  cultural 

premises.37  The thought of  Soedjatmoko, are relevant to the 

context of  Indonesia contemporary. The international relations 

in the frame of  the AEC regionally, for example, it arise a serious 

risk, as pointed out by Soedjatmoko, some decades ago. Actual 

case that had become a national scale, the pros and cons of  the 

0LQLVWHULDO�5HJXODWLRQ�QXPEHU����RI �������ZRXOG�EH�UHTXLUHG�D�

creative adjustments from the government. And in this case, a 

feasibly simple action is enforced the rules of  compulsion the 

Indonesian language mastery, for foreign workers who want to 

work to make a living in Indonesia. Moreover, the population of  

our country is the largest among members of  the AEC, and it 

is a tremendous market. Will we simply be a “mere consumers”, 

by which becomes a loser nation?

Conclusion C. 

With the tempestuous spirit of  “inevitable” the AEC 

present and come to us with a “threat” of  neo-liberalism. Still 

with the spirit of  “inevitable”, the government also welcomed 

with a blend of  feelings between anxious, pessimistic and 

optimistic. One more, still with the argument of  “inevitable”, 

similarly several preparations are designed and built in the rules 

models, at both the president (presidential decree), as well as 

ministerial level (ministerial regulation). 

The fulcrum of  attention being sucked to the promises 

of  material prosperity by AEC, actually forget about the others. 

Hereinafter, this “musing” is trying to strengthen our sense, 

37 Idy Subandy Ibrahim, Dari Nalar Keterasingan Menuju Nalar Pencerahan, Ruang Publik 

dan Komunikasi dalam Pandangan Soedjatmoko, (Yogyakarta: Jalasutra, 2004), p. 130.
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receiving the subtly hidden of  symbol (and perhaps any one saw 

not a hidden symbol, but it is the activity that so bare, though 

QRW�QDNHG�SHUIHFW���WKDW�WKH�PHJD�SURMHFW�RI �´XQLÀFDWLRQµ�WKH�

ASEAN region by AEC, has been “hurt” the human dimension 

and its culture. The enchantment (in possibility) of  welfare 

exposure by AEC, tend framed in materialism. 

7KLV�SDSHU�KDV�ÀQDOO\�IRXQG�DZDUHQHVV�RI �WKH�$(&��LW�LV�

a “unity of  various symbol” framed by neo-liberalism ideology. 

7KH�$(&�EOXHSULQW�UHÁHFWV�D�YHU\�VWURQJ�DURPD�RI �WKDW�LGHRORJ\��

which then responded with policies of  the government that 

“one tone” with the spirit of  neo-liberalism. There are so 

delicate process called material sublimation in implementation 

of  AEC with all paraphernalia of  its economic projects. The 

sublimation expected a good reception from the whole of  

society with respect to anything of  the AEC. Including the 

impact of  investment freedom and freedom of  capital, that led 

to the establishment of  enterprises in Indonesia. 

Lastly, there is a process called UHLÀFDWLRQ� RI � FXOWXUH, 

which its manifestation such as: WKH� ÀUVW, attempt to objectify 

or materialization at sociological relations. Social relations are 

considered as an object that can be freely given in exchange. 

The second, the process of  forgetting historical traces of  

goods and services. This is a decisive decision to take the 

distance among producers, consumers, and also with the people 

around who have limited access. The third, is sub-alternity, 

which looks so superior producers and the product comes with 

a “special signature”, so the forgetting process of  the product, 

be well forgotten. Then, dealing with a clear stance is one of  

anticipation model, while determined to remain as the real 

Indonesian. 
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