
317

FEARS OF AN OPEN MARKET:

CITIZENS’ VOICES OF THE ASEAN 

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (AEC)

Al Makin

Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University Yogyakarta, Indonesia
almakin3@gmail.com

Abstract

This article presents the way in which Indonesian citizens responded to the 
idea of  the open market in the South East Asian country established by 
the AEC. The article chooses some opinions published by the Indonesian 
media: Kompas, Dakwatuna, Koran Muria, Koran Yogya, Islam 
Pos, Hisbut Tahrir website, and Jawa Pos from 2014 to 2016 which 
show fears of  and resistance against the free market. In the arguments 
they exhibit the fears which are motivated by the citizens’ sentiments of  
QDWLRQDOLVP� DQG� UHOLJLRQ�� 7KH� DUWLFOH� DOVR� ÀQGV� WKDW� WKH�$(&� LV� QRW�

well understood by the citizens of  Indonesia, perhaps due to the lack of  
socialization by the government. Indeed, the AEC documents do not show 
any aspects outside economy as the main enterprise of  the community, 
such as religion and nationalism which indeed motivated the fears of  the 
,QGRQHVLDQ�FLWL]HQV��7KLV�OHG�WR�GLIÀFXOW\�E\�,QGRQHVLDQV�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�LGHD�

of  the free market who are mostly religious and hold nationalism in high 
regard. This paper also presents the detailed reasons and the arguments of  
the fears of  the free market in the South East Asia.
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Abstrak

Artikel ini menjelaskan tentang bagaimana warga Indonesia menanggapi 
ide pasar bebas di negara Asia Tenggara yang digagas oleh masyarakat 
ekonomi ASEAN (MEA). Artikel ini memilih beberapa pendapat yang 
diterbitkan oleh media masa di Indonesia seperti: Kompas, Dakwatuna, 
Koran Muria, Koran Yogya, Islam Pos, situs Hizbut Tahrir, dan 
Jawa Pos sejak tahun 2014-2016. Dimana banyak pendapat yang 
dimuat di media tersebut menunjukkan kekhawatiran dan perlawanan 
terhadap pasar bebas. Argumen mereka menunjukkan akan ketakutan 
yang termotivasi oleh sentimen nasionalisme dan agama. Artikel ini 
menemukan bahwa masyarakat ekonomi ASEAN (MEA) tidak 
dipahami dengan baik oleh warga Indonesia, mungkin karena kurangnya 
sosialisasi oleh pemerintah. Memang, bukti gagasan masyarakat ekonomi 
ASEAN (MEA) tidak menunjukkan aspek di luar ekonomi seperti 
agama dan nasionalisme yang merupakan ketakutan warga negara 
Indonesia sebagai isu utama. Hal ini yang menyebabkan kesulitan orang 
Indonesia untuk menerima ide pasar bebas. Artikel ini juga menyajikan 
tentang alasan dan argument rinci dari kekhawatiran pasar bebas di 
Asia Tenggara.

Kata Kunci: Pasar Bebas, Masyarakat Ekonomi Asean, Agama.

IntroductionA. 

This writing is about some voices of  Indonesian citizens 

about the AEC (ASEAN Economic Community/ MEA 

in bahasa Indonesia or Masyarakat Ekonomi Asean), which, 

however, do not represent professional or expert opinions from 

SDUWLFXODU�ÀHOG�RI �VWXG\��,W�LV�ZULWWHQ�EDVHG�RQ�VRPH�UHVSRQVHV�RI �

Indonesian media to the AEC which aims at establishing an open 

single free market in the region in response to the competitive 

JOREDOL]HG�ZRUOG�PDUNHW��7KLV�DUWLFOH�LV�QRW�EDVHG�RQ�HFRQRPLF�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RU� SUDJPDWLF� SROLWLFDO� SRLQW� RI � YLHZ�� 1HLWKHU�

does this article offer a criticism to or forecast of  the AEC’s 

IXWXUH��7KLV�SLHFH�FRQWDLQV�VRPH�YRLFHV�RI �FLWL]HQV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�LQ�

which they understand their political leaders who envision the 

future of  ASEAN (Association of  South East Asian Nations) 
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WR�IRUP�D�VLQJOH�IUHH�PDUNHW�LQ�ZKLFK�ÁRZV�RI �JRRGV�DQG�VNLOOHG�

ODERU�FDQ�WDNH�SODFH��7KHVH�UHVSRQVHV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH�

describe that the AEC as an economic enterprise still needs to 

consider other issues outside it, such as cultural and religious 

DVSHFWV��7KLV�DUWLFOH�SUHVHQWV�D�TXLFN�JODQFH�DW�WKH�ZHEVLWH�RI �WKH�

AEC through limited documents available online and reading 

few responses from Indonesian media which however shows 

QHJDWLYH�UHDFWLRQV�WR�WKH�$(&��2QO\�WRR�IHZ��KRZHYHU��VHHV�WKDW�

the AEC is an opportunity for the Indonesian society, but we 

,QGRQHVLDQ�VKRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�SUHSDUHG����

In the presentation, this writing will explain the basic 

SULQFLSOHV�RI � WKH�$(&�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�ZHEVLWH��TXRWLQJ�VRPH�

LPSRUWDQW� VWDWHPHQWV� RI � WKH� GHÀQLWLRQ�� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�� DQG�

JRDOV��7KH� DUWLFOHV� WKHQ�SUHVHQWV� VRPH�YRLFHV�RI � ,QGRQHVLDQV�

taken from the online Media, Kompas, Jawa Pos, Hisbut Tahrir, 

Koran Muria, and Dakwatuna�� )URP� WKH� RSLQLRQV� ZULWWHQ� LQ�

these media we can see that these writers voice fears more than 

RSWLPLVP� ZLWK� WKH� $(&�� 7KHLU� IHDU� EDVHG� RQ� WKUHH� UHDVRQV��

the sense of  nationalism by which they see the danger or at 

least threat of  the AEC to Indonesian integrity and unity, 

such as the possible decreasing role of  bahasa Indonesia; the 

unpreparedness of  Indonesian human resources compared 

to other nations in the South East Asian; and religious reason 

by which they argue that the free market will bring a negative 

LPSDFW� XSRQ�PRUDOLW\� RI � ,QGRQHVLDQ�0XVOLPV�� 7KXV� WKH� UHDO�

challenge in promoting the AEC can be said as religion and 

nationalism, which are clearly said by the writers in the media 

EHORZ��7KH�QHJDWLYH�UHDFWLRQV�IURP�,QGRQHVLDQ�FLWL]HQV�FDQ�DOVR�

be caused by the lack of  knowledge of  the citizens about the 

$(&��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�WKHQ�QHHGV�D�EHWWHU�ZD\�RI �VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�

DQG� SUROLIHUDWLRQ� RI � WKH� LGHD� RI � WKH�$(&�� ,W� VHHPV� WKDW� WKH�

AEC should also consider other aspects outside economy in 

order to win the minds and hearts of  citizens of  the nations in 

WKH�UHJLRQ��2QO\�SURPRWLQJ�HFRQRP\�LV�QRW�VXIÀFLHQW�WR�XQLWH�
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WKH�QDWLRQV� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ��+RZHYHU��EHIRUH�GLVFXVVLQJ� IXUWKHU�

the issue and reactions to the AEC by Indonesian citizens, let us 

EULHÁ\�GLVFXVV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI �WKH�$(&�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�GRFXPHQWV�

DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH�

Discussion B. 

The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)1. 

The idea of  unity and more economic cooperation of  

Asian countries which should open to each other with free 

trade inevitably recalls the way in which the European countries 

IRUPHG� WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ� VWDUWHG� IURP� WKH� HQG�RI � ����V��

The aftermath of  the devastation of  Europe due to wars 

motivated mostly by narrow nationalism and chauvinism led to 

WKH�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�XQLW\�DQG�RSHQ�PDUNHW�FDQ�EULQJ�SURVSHULW\��

Openness among countries in Europe should heal the wound 

RI � GLYLVLRQ� DQG� FRQÁLFWV� LQ� SROLWLFV�� )UHH� PRYHPHQW� DPRQJ�

FLWL]HQV�EULQJV�VROLGDULW\�LQ�HFRQRP\��7KLV�LGHD�LQ�HFRQRP\�ZDV�

started by the six countries: Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, 

the Netherlands and West Germany   which signed the treaty 

of  Rome in 1957 which gave birth to the European Economy 

&RPPXQLW\��((&���$IWHU�WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�HFRQRPLF�FRRSHUDWLRQ��

of  course the European Union still witnessed a long history of  

the development of  unity among the country members, along 

ZLWK�LWV�WUHDWLHV��PHPEHUVKLS��VWUXFWXUH��DQG�FRXQFLO��+RZHYHU��

the pivotal transformation of  the EU into reality is the Treaty 

of  Maastricht in 2009 pioneered by the governments of  French 

DQG� *HUPDQ\�� %XW� WKH� ODWHVW� GHYHORSPHQW� RI � WKH� 8QLWHG�

Kingdom (UK)  which held a referendum to exit from the 

Union (Brexit) in 2016 brings us to another point at which we 

should contemplate further and deeper about the union that the 

close cooperation among countries with regard to identity in a 

PRUH�JOREDOL]HG�ZRUOG��8QLW\�GRHV�QRW�RQO\�EULQJ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�

DQG�VROLGDULW\�EXW� LW�FDQ�DOVR�WKUHDW�´LGHQWLW\µ�RI �HDFK�QDWLRQ��

In the union many envision plurality and diversity, by which 
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many expect that the merger of  various European cultures 

with different ethnicities, cultures, faiths, and most importantly 

LGHDV�ZLOO� OHDG�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�SHDFHIXO�DQG�SURVSHURXV�(XURSH��

,QGHHG�� WKH� XQLRQ� GRHV��+RZHYHU�� WKH� UHFHQW� SKHQRPHQD� RI �

LPPLJUDWLRQ�IURP�RWKHU�FRQWLQHQWV�GXH�WR�YDULRXV�FRQÁLFWV�WR�

WKH�(XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV� OHDG� WR� \HW� UHVLVWDQFH�RI � WKH� FLWL]HQV��

Foreign and alien elements intruding into a nation’s identity can 

have negative side effects, such as the example of  the relation 

of  Islam and Europe which further heighten the discussion 

RI �SOXUDOLW\� DQG�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�1 All in all, this openness, unity, 

IUHH�PRYHPHQW��IUHH�WUDGH��DQG��VROLGDULW\�LQ�MXVWLFH��HTXDOLW\�LQ�

humanity in Europe inspired the Asian countries to establish a 

VLPLODU�RSHQ�FRPPXQLW\�DW�OHDVW�LQ�HFRQRP\�

Once again, the Asian Economic Community is inspired 

by the European Union and at the same time was formed in 

UHVSRQVH� WR� WKH� HPHUJLQJ� JOREDO� FRPSHWLWLYH� PDUNHW�� 7R� SXW�

simply, the AEC is an economic enterprise with economic goal 

DQG�PHDQV��7R�VLPSO\�WDNH�WKH�ZRUGV�IURP�WKH�ZHEVLWH��

The establishment of  the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC) in 2015 is a major milestone in the regional economic 
integration agenda in ASEAN, offering opportunities in the 
IRUP�RI �D�KXJH�PDUNHW�RI �86�����WULOOLRQ�DQG�RYHU�����PLOOLRQ�
SHRSOH��,Q�������$(&�ZDV�FROOHFWLYHO\�WKH�WKLUG�ODUJHVW�HFRQRP\�
in Asia and the seventh largest in  the world2�

The AEC website releases various booklets and documents 

explaining its nature, history, philosophy, goal, and milestones 

WR�EH�DFKLHYHG��2QH�RI � WKH� IDFWVKHHWV� UHOHDVHG� LQ� WKH�ZHEVLWH�

says that:

1 Al Makin, “Benedict XVI and Islam: Indonesian Public Reactions to the 

Regensburg Address,” Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations� ����1R���� ��������S�����²����$O�

Makin, “Revisiting Indonesian Public Reactions against Danish Cartoons Depicting Prophet 

Muhammad,” Indonesian Journal of  Islam and Muslim Societies����1R������������S������²����
2 “ASEAN Economic Community, One Vision One Identity One Community,” 

ASEAN | ONE VISION ONE IDENTITY ONE COMMUNITY���$FFHVVHG�$XJXVW����

�������KWWS���DVHDQ�RUJ�DVHDQ�HFRQRPLF�FRPPXQLW\��
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7KH� ÀUVW� $6($1� (FRQRPLF� &RPPXQLW\� �$(&�� %OXHSULQW��
signed in November 2007, has served as a comprehensive 
master plan to chart the region’s journey towards the formal 
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI �WKH�$(&�RQ����'HFHPEHU�������8QGHU�WKLV�
%OXHSULQW��WKH�$(&�LV�EXLOW�RQ�IRXU�LQWHUUHODWHG�DQG�PXWXDOO\�
reinforcing characteristics: (a) a single market and production 
base, (b) a highly competitive economic region, (c) a region 
RI � HTXLWDEOH� HFRQRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW�� DQG� �G�� D� UHJLRQ� IXOO\�
integrated into the global  economy3

The characteristics of  the AEC is further explained in 

the same document that the AEC will create “a single market” 

ZLWK�´IUHH�ÁRZ�RI �JRRGV��VHUYLFHV��LQYHVWPHQW��VNLOOHG�ODERU�DQG�

IUHHU�ÁRZ�RI �FDSLWDO�µ�7KLV�ZLOO�FDWDSXOW��DQG�ERRVW��D�EXVLQHVV�

friendly environment in the South East Asian countries 

SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ�WKH�ÀHOGV�RI �´DJULFXOWXUH�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV��

and in competition policy, intellectual property rights, and 

FRQVXPHU�SURWHFWLRQ�µ�7KLV�ZLOO� IXUWKHU�SXVK��DQG�HQFRXUDJH��

small and medium enterprises in the region to participate in the 

JOREDO�HFRQRP\��

The AEC also publishes a book which argues that the 

ASEAN with its members of  Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam is the third largest population 

of  the world with 622 million people after China and the USA 

LQ�������)URP�����������WKH�*'3�ZDV������5  This big size 

population and economic growth, this document goes further, 

LV� D�YLWDO� FDSLWDO� WR�HQWHU� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJO\�JOREDOL]HG�HFRQRP\��

The book also argues that cooperation and open market will 

EHQHÀW�PRUH�WR�IRUPLQJ�LGHQWLW\�DQG�FROOHFWLYLW\�RI �WKH�6RXWK�

East Asian countries, as the symbol of  the AEC is “one vision, 

3 “Fact Sheet on Asean Economic Community” (Asean Economic Community, 

'HFHPEHU��������KWWS���DVHDQ�RUJ�DVHDQ�HFRQRPLF�FRPPXQLW\��
� Ibid�
5 A Blueprint for Growth ASEAN Economic Community 2015: Progress and Key 

Achievements ASEAN��-DNDUWD��7KH�$6($1�6HFUHWDULDW���������S�����KWWS���DVHDQ�RUJ�DVHDQ�

HFRQRPLF��FRPPXQLW\��
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one identity and one community” (The words appear in many 

ERRNOHWV�DQG�ZHEVLWHV���,Q�WKH�HQG��WKH�ERRN�DUJXHV�WKDW�´7KH�

$6($1� /HDGHUV� HQYLVLRQHG� D� ¶SRVW������ $6($1·� WKDW� ZLOO�

be politically cohesive, economically integrated and socially 

UHVSRQVLEOHµ�6 All economic cooperation is further explained in 

details in the book, such as how to achieve the goals and targets 

WKURXJK� UHJXODWLRQV� DQG� JRYHUQPHQWDO� SROLFLHV�� +RZHYHU��

JHQHUDO� UHDGHUV� ZLOO� EH� GLVDSSRLQWHG� IRU� IDLOLQJ� WR� ÀQG� RWKHU�

XUJHQW�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW�$VLDQ�VRFLHW\��SROLWLFV��FRQÁLFWV��

SRYHUW\��LQHTXDOLW\��GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��KXPDQ�ULJKWV��HWF��(FRQRP\�

is important in life, but other issues will contribute to economic 

GHYHORSPHQW��7KH�$(&�UHPDLQV�VLOHQW�LQ�UHODWLQJ�HFRQRP\�WR�

RWKHU��IDFWRUV�

The AEC is all about economy, digital technology, market, 

DJULFXOWXUH�� LQWHOOHFWXDO� SURSHUW\� ULJKW�� ÁRZ� VNLOOHG� ODERU�� HWF��

but too little attention is given to other aspects of  the South 

East Asian countries: politics, human right, culture, religion, 

HWKQLFLW\��ZLWKRXW�ZKLFK�FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLW\�FDQQRW�EH�DFKLHYHG���

It is worth noting that the South East Asian countries are plural 

in terms of  these criteria, but the AEC documents do not 

DGGUHVV�WKHVH�LVVXHV��3URJUHVV�LQ�HFRQRP\�ZLWKRXW�IRXQGDWLRQ�

RI �FXOWXUH��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�SROLWLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�VHHPV�HOXVLYH��,Q�

another document which goes into details of  the policy and 

the way the open market is promoted to compete in the global 

economy is explained, but too little to pay attention to tourism:

The AEC 2025 vision for tourism is for ASEAN to be a 
TXDOLW\�WRXULVP�GHVWLQDWLRQ�RIIHULQJ�D�XQLTXH��GLYHUVH�$6($1�
experience, and committed to responsible, sustainable and 
LQFOXVLYH�WRXULVP�GHYHORSPHQW��VR�DV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
WR�WKH�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI �$6($1�SHRSOHV�7

6 Ibid���S�����
7 ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025 (Jakarta: The ASEAN Secretariat, 

�������S������KWWS���DVHDQ�RUJ�DVHDQ�HFRQRPLF�FRPPXQLW\��
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The detailed argument released in the booklet and papers 

RI �WKH�$6($1�ZHEVLWH�LV��KRZHYHU��WHFKQLFDO��7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�

this can be understood by the citizens of  the South East Asian 

FRXQWULHV� LV� DQRWKHU� LVVXH� ZKLFK� UHPDLQV� XQDQVZHUHG�� 7KH�

top leaders  in the countries creating this policy and political 

institution can understand the urgent of  the unity of  ASEAN 

community which envisions a better future by merging different 

countries, but how the common people and local governments 

at the local levels have such an understanding of  the AEC is a 

GLIIHUHQW�LVVXH��

This paper will not pinpoint all weaknesses and reject the 

possibility of  merging South East Asian countries into a single 

FRPPXQLW\��7KLV�SDSHU� LV�QRW� WKH� ULJKW�SODFH� WR�GR�VR��DV� WKH�

perspective in this paper is limited to the citizens of  Indonesia 

ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�QDWLRQDOLVW�DVSHFWV��,QGHHG��WKH�YLVLRQ�

of  the AEC  is progressive and its existence promises a better 

IXWXUH�RI �WKH�$6($1�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�PDUNHW��1RU�GRHV�

this paper pinpoint the bad idea of  the initiative and debunk 

the urgent unity of  the ASEAN with the common identity for 

D� EHWWHU� VRFLHW\�� +RZHYHU�� WKLV� SDSHU� UDWKHU� H[SRVHV� WKH� ZD\�

in which Indonesian audience understood and reacted to the 

$(&�EHWZHHQ������������7KLV�SDSHU�VHOHFWV� IHZ�QHZVSDSHUV·�

opinions and comment on these responses particularly in the 

sector of  socialization and proliferation of  the idea, as to why 

QHJDWLYH�UHDFWLRQ�HPHUJHG�

Fears of  an Open Market2. 

Indonesia is the largest county in the South East Asia, 

ZLWK�0XVOLP�PDMRULW\� GRPLQDWLQJ� WKH� ZRUOG�PDS�� ,QGRQHVLD��

like the rest of  ASEAN countries, is diverse in history, religion, 

HWKQLFLW\�� FXOWXUH�� DQG� WUDGLWLRQ�� 7KLV� DVSHFW� ZKLFK� GRHV� QRW�

appear in the most documents of  the AEC cries a further 

DWWHQWLRQ��,QGRQHVLD�VKRXOG�WDNH�D�OHDG�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�$(&�

GXH�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UROH�LQ�WKH�$6($1�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��:LWK�WKH�
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large population and diverse culture Indonesia can contribute 

to Asian development in economy and culture and perhaps to 

WKH�ZRUOG��+RZHYHU�� WKLV� FDSLWDO� VKRXOG�EH� IXUWKHU� FXOWLYDWHG��

+RZHYHU�� ODWHO\� WKH� GLYHUVH� FXOWXUDO� ,VODPLF� UHOLJLRVLW\� KDV�

been faced with conservatism and radicalization, which hit the 

country since the reformation period, marked with the fall of  

6RHKDUWR�IURP�SRZHU�8 The period of  reformation is the era of  

GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ��ZKHUH�PXOWL�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�V\VWHP�LV�DGRSWHG��

During the tight political control of  the New Order only three 

PDLQ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�FRPSHWH� LQ�PDQ\�JHQHUDO�HOHFWLRQV��7KH�

IUHH� SXEOLF� VSDFH�� KRZHYHU�� EULQJ� DQRWKHU� FRQVHTXHQFH�� 7KDW�

is, conservatism and radicalization, which was suppressed by 

the New Order, resurfaced in the public domain and seized the 

RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YRLFH�,VODPLVW�LGHRORJ\��,Q�WKH�UHDFWLRQV�WR�$(&�

which will be presented below the conservative Islamist tone 

FDQ�DOVR�EH�VHHQ�

As the agreement among the South East Asian countries 

that by the end of  2015 the AEC would be started, by the 

EHJLQQLQJ�RI ������DQG�������VRPH�QHZVSDSHUV�PDGH�KHDGOLQHV�

DERXW�WKH�$(&�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�RSLQLRQV�DERXW�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW��

From this, we can see that the AEC is not totally welcome, nor 

ZHOO�XQGHUVWRRG�E\�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI �,QGRQHVLD��7KH�$(&�VHHPV�WR�

be an alien idea threatening the identity of  Indonesians in terms 

RI �QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�VHQWLPHQWV��6RPH�ZULWHUV�UHFDOOHG�

the history of  the unity of  the country which was achieved by a 

long struggle; and to unite the islands separated by sea remains 

DQ�RQJRLQJ�SURFHVV��7KH�$(&�FDQ�EH�D�SRVVLEOH�GDQJHU�WR�WKH�

XQLW\�RI �WKH�FRXQWU\�9

8 5REHUW�:�+HIQHU��´5HOLJLRXV�5HVXUJHQFH�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$VLD��6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�

Perspectives on Capitalism, the State and the New Piety,” The Journal of  Asian Studies: Review of  

(DVWHUQ�DQG�6RXWKHUQ�$VLD�DQG�WKH�$GMDFHQW�3DFLÀF�,VODQGV�����1R������������S������²����$O�0DNLQ��

Challenging Islamic Orthodoxy, Accounts of  Lia Eden and Other Prophets in Indonesia (Dordrecht, 

+ROODQG��&LQQDPLQVRQ�>1�-�@��8�6�$���6SULQJHU��������
9 )RU�WKH�LVVXH�RI �QDWLRQDOLVP��LGHQWLW\��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��VHH��IRU�LQVWDQFH��%HQHGLFW�5��

2·*��$QGHUVRQ��,PDJLQHG�&RPPXQLWLHV��5HÁHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�2ULJLQ�DQG�6SUHDG�RI �1DWLRQDOLVP (London; 

1HZ�<RUN��9HUVR���������%HQHGLFW�5��2·*��$QGHUVRQ��Language and Power: Exploring Political 
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The opinions presented below feature fears of  an open 

PDUNHW� DGYRFDWHG�E\� WKH�$(&��7KH� IHDUV� KDYH� IRXQGDWLRQ� LQ�

QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�UHOLJLRQ��2QO\�IHZ�VWDWHPHQWV�VKRZ�RSWLPLVP�

WKDW�WKH�$(&�FDQ�EHFRPH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�,QGRQHVLDQV��7KH�

following discussion will present the writings of  Dwi Erianto 

in Kompas, Nabilah Syifauz Zahra in Dakwatuna, Khoirika 

Makhmudah in Koran Muria, Iswadi Nawai in Koran Yogya, 

Estyningtias in Islam Pos, Gunoto Saparie in Koran Muria, Dwi 

Condro Triono in Hisbut Tahrir website, and Badrut Tamam in 

Jawa Pos�

To begin with, let us read an opinion published by Kompas, 

WKH�ODUJHVW�QHZVSDSHU�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��'ZL�(ULDQWR10 writes that the 

free market in the AEC concept is like a sword with two edges 

IRU�,QGRQHVLD��,I �WKH�VRFLHW\�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�DUH�ZHOO�SUHSDUHG�

to compete with other Asian countries in the free market, the 

AEC can catapult Indonesia into the largest market and labors 

LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� *RRGV� DQG� SURGXFWV� IURP� WKH� FRXQWU\� FDQ�

GRPLQDWH�WKH�UHJLRQ·V�PDUNHW��+RZHYHU��'ZL�(ULDQWR�DUJXHV��LI �

the AEC’s agreements are not responded to by good preparation 

by Indonesia, the country will become a mere market for the 

SURGXFWV�FRPLQJ�IURP�RWKHU�QHLJKERULQJ�FRXQWULHV��,QGHHG��WKH�

$(&�LV�ERWK�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�WKUHDW�WR�,QGRQHVLDQV��7KH�EHOLHI �

by Asean leaders in 1997 that the AEC will push the countries 

in the region to compete with the largest players in Asia, such 

DV�,QGLD�DQG�$VLD�FDQ�EHFRPH�D�UHDOLW\��EXW�GLVDVWHU�FDQ�DOVR�IDOO��

7UXH�� WKH�$(&�FDQ�FUHDWH� MREV�DQG�ERRVW� WKH�HFRQRP\��:LWK�

the AEC agreements, skilled  and professional labors such as 

scientists, doctors, engineer, architect, lawyer, can move from 

RQH�FRXQWU\�WR�DQRWKHU��7KLV�FDQ�FUHDWH�D�G\QDPLF�DQG�H[FKDQJH�

RI � SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�� 6FLHQFH�� WHFKQRORJ\�� DQG� NQRZOHGJH� FDQ�

Cultures in Indonesia� �,WKDFD��1�<��� &RUQHOO�8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVV�� ������� $O�0DNLQ�� $́UH� 7KHUH�

any Indonesian Philosohers? Dealing with a Common Question and Possible Answers,” 

Ulumuna�����1R������������S���²���
10 Dwi Erianto, “MEA, Antara Peluang Dan Ancaman,” Kompas, (December 1, 2015), 

KWWS���SULQW�NRPSDV�FRP�EDFD������������0($��F�$QWDUD�3HOXDQJ�GDQ�$QFDPDQ�



Fears of  an Open Market:

ADDIN, Volume 10, Number 2, August 2016 327

HDVLO\�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�DPRQJ�WKH�FRXQWULHV��,Q�IDFW��,QGRQHVLD�LV�

WKH� ODUJHVW� LQ� SRSXODWLRQ�ZLWK�PRUH� WKDQ� ����PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH��

+RZHYHU��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VXUYH\�E\�WKH�.RPSDV�LQ�������PRVW�

,QGRQHVLDQV�GR�QRW�NQRZ��RU�KDYH�QR�DZDUHQHVV�RI��WKH�$(&���

The survey indicates that almost all levels of  Indonesians from 

WKH� ORZ� LQFRPH� WR�KLJK� LQFRPH�GR�QRW�NQRZ� WKH�$(&��7KLV�

VKRZV�WKH�ODFN�RI �SUROLIHUDWLRQ�DQG�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�RI �WKH�$(&��

According to the survey only one of  twenty respondents knows 

the AEC, regardless whether their knowledge of  the AEC is 

VXIÀFLHQW�RU�QRW�

Fear also comes to Indonesians who felt inferior to 

QHLJKERULQJ� FRXQWULHV�� VXFK� DV� 6LQJDSRUH� DQG� 0DOD\VLD�� 7R�

Singapore of  course Indonesia is hard to compare in size, 

development, and progress, but to Malaysia Indonesians feel 

comfortable with the comparison as both have Muslim majority 

DQG�VKDUH�FRPPRQ�KLVWRU\�DQG�FXOWXUH��%XW�0DOD\VLD�LV�SHUFHLYHG�

by Indonesians to have better preparation in education and 

SURIHVVLRQDOLVP��8QLYHUVLWLHV�LQ�0DOD\VLD�DUH�ZHOO�SUHSDUHG�ZLWK�

UHVHDUFKHUV�� ZKHUHDV� ,QGRQHVLD� VWLOO� ODJV� EHKLQG�� � +RZHYHU��

Erianto shows optimism at the same time that Indonesians will 

LQFUHDVH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI �SURGXFWV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�

FRPSHWH�LQ�WKH�$VHDQ�PDUNHW��,QGRQHVLDQ�FDQ�OHDUQ�OHVVRQ�IURP�

RWKHU�QHLJKERULQJ�FRXQWULHV�

Nabilah Syifauz Zahra from the website of  Dakwatuna11 

YRLFHV�KHU�IHDUV�RI �WKH�$(&��6KH�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�IUHH�PRYHPHQWV�

RI � ODERU� LQ� WKH� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ� FRXQWULHV�� :LWK� WKH� $(&��

citizens of  the member countries can move to another without 

GLIÀFXOW\��7KH�ÁRZ�RI � SURGXFWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLOO� JLYH� D�

GLIIHUHQW�SLFWXUH�RI � WKH�UHJLRQ��+RZHYHU�� VKH�VKRZV�IHDU� WKDW�

Indonesians, not well trained and educated as other developed 

11 Nabilah Syifauz Zahra, “Efek dan Dampak Pemberlakuan Masyarakat 

Ekonomi ASEAN (MEA),” Dakwatuna�� �-DQXDU\� ��� ������� KWWS���ZZZ�GDNZDWXQD�

FRP������������������HIHN�GDQ�GDPSDN�SHPEHUODNXDQ�PDV\DUDNDW�HNRQRPL�DVHDQ�

PHD��L[]]�*-:4%S.<�
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countries, will supply only unskilled labors who cannot compete 

ZLWK�PRUH�SURIHVVLRQDO� ODERUV�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��6KH�IHDUV�

WKDW�,QGRQHVLD�ZLOO�EH�ÁRRGHG�E\�PRUH�VNLOOHG�ODERUV�IURP�RWKHU�

FRXQWULHV��,QGRQHVLD�ZLOO�KDYH�OHVV�EHQHÀW�WKDQ�QHJDWLYH�VLGH�RI �

WKH�$(&�ZLOO�EULQJ�WR�WKH�FRXQWU\�

Interesting light from Zahra is the role of  women in the 

IDPLO\� ZKHQ� IDFHG� ZLWK� WKH� IUHH�PDUNHW� RI � WKH� $(&�� =DKUD�

imagines that due to highly busy world market and demand of  

HFRQRP\�RI �WKH�IDPLO\��ZRPHQ�VKRXOG�DOVR�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�RIÀFHV�

RU�IDFWRULHV��$V�D�UHVXOW��ZRPHQ�ZLOO�KDYH�OHVV�WLPH�WR�WKH�IDPLO\��

Zahra fears the education of  the family will deteriorate, due 

to the fact that children are faced with lack of  attention from 

PRWKHUV��=DKUD�DOVR�IHDUV�DGHJUDGDWLRQ�RI �PRUDOLW\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�

during the AEC implementation, which can also bring a negative 

VLGH��VXFK�DV�EDG�LQÁXHQFH�RI �WKH�DEXVH�RI �GUXJ��DOFRKRO��DQG�

VH[�� =DKUD� DOVR� DQWLFLSDWHV� WKDW� VH[� FRPPHUFLDOL]DWLRQ�� OLNH�

other products and goods, will also come to the free market of  

WKH��$(&�

Khoirika Makhmudah is a student of  the State Islamic 

University Walisongo Semarang and NGO activist who has 

GLIIHUHQW�YLHZ�RI �WKH�$(&��0DNKPXGDK�ZDUQV�WKH�SUHSDUHGQHVV�

RI � WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQV� WR� WKH� $(&�12 Makhmudah sees that 

Indonesians are not well prepared to face the AEC in terms 

RI �WKH�TXDOLW\�RI �,QGRQHVLDQ�ODERUV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��*LYHQ�WKLV��

Indonesia cannot compete well with more developed neighbors 

LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7R�SUHVHQW�KHU�ZRUGV�

7KH�SROLF\� �RI � WKH�$(&�� LV�JRRG�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG��
But, the policy can stir controversy and debate in society, 
SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��:LWK�WKH�$(&��ZKHWKHU�RXU�FRXQWU\�
can meet what expected by the South East Asian standard is 
D�YLWDO� LVVXH��:LWK� WKH� FXUUHQW� VLWXDWLRQ��PDQ\��KRZHYHU�� FDVW�

12 Khoirika Makhmudah, “MEA Dan Semangat Nasionalisme,” Koran Muria, 

�'HFHPEHU�����������KWWS���ZZZ�NRUDQPXULD�FRP������������������PHD�GDQ�VHPDQJDW�

QDVLRQDOLVPH�KWPO�
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doubt that Indonesia is ready to face the free market in the 
UHJLRQ�

Makhmudah sheds light on the sense of  patriotism 

RI � ,QGRQHVLDQV� ZKLFK� KDV� ODWHO\� IDGHG� DZD\�13 In using local 

SURGXFWV��IRU�H[DPSOH��,QGRQHVLDQV�VHHP�XQDZDUH�RI �WKH�EHQHÀW�

RI � FRQVXPLQJ� ORFDO�SURGXFWV��7KH\�SUHIHU� LPSRUWHG�SURGXFWV�

which show a better packaging, albeit they do not guarantee a 

EHWWHU�TXDOLW\�LQ�FRQWHQW��6KH�QRWHV�WKDW�,QGRQHVLDQV�DUH�HDVLO\�

GHFHLYHG� E\� SDFNDJLQJ�� 6KH� SUHVHQWV� DQ� H[DPSOH� RI � RUDQJHV�

from China which look more beautiful in skin than local 

RUDQJHV��,Q�IDFW��WKH�WDVWH�DQG�TXDOLW\�RI �ORFDO�DJULFXOWXUH�DUH�QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�ZRUVH�WKDQ�WKRVH�RI �&KLQD��%XW�ZLWK�D�EHWWHU�ORRN�

and cheaper in price, Indonesians are easily lured to consume 

IRUHLJQ�SURGXFWV��

'XH� WR� WKH� ÁRRG� RI � SURGXFWV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� PDUNHW��

the people can easily ignore the work of  process due to the 

DYDLODELOLW\�RI �WKH�IRUHLJQ�SURGXFWV�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW��0DNKPXGDK�

ZDUQV�DERXW�WKLV�LVVXH��+HDOWK�LVVXHV�DOVR�UHFHLYHV�0DNKPXGDK·V�

DWWHQWLRQ� LQ� KHU�ZULWLQJ��$SSOH� IURP�RXWVLGH� WKH� FRXQWU\�� IRU�

example, often contains dangerous bacteria due to a long 

VWRUDJH�DQG�WUDYHO�WR�,QGRQHVLD��0DQ\�IRUHLJQ�SURGXFWV�DUH�QRW�

ZHOO�FRQWUROOHG�LQ�TXDOLW\�

Iswadi Nawawi sheds light on the role of  English as the 

main tool of  communication in the AEC and the possible 

GLIÀFXOW\� IRU� ,QGRQHVLDQV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

who prevalently speak bahasa Indonesia and have trouble with 

OHDUQLQJ�(QJOLVK��� Nawawi realistically sees that English is the 

most common language in the world and now in the South East 

$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV��7KXV�� WKH�XVH�RI � WKLV� ODQJXDJH� LV�HIIHFWLYH�WR�

FRQQHFW�WKH�$(&�VRFLHW\��,Q�WKH�ZHEVLWH�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�

EURFKXUHV�DQG�ERRNOHWV��WKH�$(&�RIÀFLDOO\�XVHV�(QJOLVK��1DZDZL�

13 Ibid�
�� Iswadi Nawawi, “Nasib Bahasa Indonesia Dalam Telikungan MEA,” Koran Yogya, 

�-DQXDU\�����������KWWS���NRUDQ\RJ\D�FRP�PHD�GDQ�QDVLE�EDKDVD�LQGRQHVLD��
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is critical that no information available is in bahasa Indonesia, a 

fact which can become an obstacle for Indonesians, who have 

right to receive the correct information about the AEC and to 

FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKH�$(&�OHDGHUV�DQG�RWKHU�VRFLHW\��

The trouble in English, however, can have positive side 

LQ� WKDW� WKLV�ZLOO� HQFRXUDJH� ,QGRQHVLDQV� WR� OHDUQ� WKH� ODQJXDJH��

At the same time he fears that bahasa Indonesia will someday 

loose its role when English is preferable and more dominant in 

WKH�$(&��

Nawawi puts it:

,Q�P\�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�$(&�ZLOO�EH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�WRXJK�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
ZKLFK�ZLOO�EULQJ�D�VRFLDO�G\QDPLVP��%HVLGHV�WKH�ZDUV�RI �FDSLWDO�
in economy and trading activities between Indonesia and the 
ten other members in the South East Asia, the competition 
will also happen in other aspects of  life in society, such as in 
SROLWLFDO�� VRFLDO�� OHJDO�� DQG�FXOWXUDO�DVSHFWV��2QH�DVSHFW�ZKLFK�
is easily predicted is the competition of  language or the tool 
RI � SHRSOH� FRPPXQLFDWLQJ� LQ� ������ (QJOLVK� ZLOO� EH� XVHG� LQ�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO�GRPLQDWH�DOO�EXVLQHVVPHQ�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��
(QJOLVK�ZLOO�SUHYDLO�RYHU�EDKDVD�,QGRQHVLD��*LYHQ�WKLV��RQH�PD\�
wonder the future of  bahasa Indonesia, which is the main tool 
RI �IRUPDO�DQG�LQIRUPDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IRU�,QGRQHVLDQV�

Nawawi then recalls the way unity among islands in 

Indonesia has remained intact due to the role of  bahasa 

,QGRQHVLD��+H�UHWXUQV�WR�WKH�ZD\�ROG�0DMDSDKLW�SULPH�0LQLVWHU�

*DMDK�0DGD�XQLWHG�WKH�DUFKLSHODJR�ZLWK�D�JUHDW�HIIRUW��+H�DOVR�

appreciates the young leaders of  Indonesia during revolution 

delivered “oaths” by putting bahasa Indonesia as the main factor 

XQLWLQJ�YDULRXV�HWKQLFLWLHV�� IDLWKV��DQG�WUDGLWLRQV��+H�IHDUV� WKDW�

the use of  English will become disintegrating factor threatening 

WKH�XQLW\�RI �,QGRQHVLD�DV�D�QDWLRQ�

Nawawi also cites the government regulation number 

���\HDU������RQ� WKH�XVH�RI � WKH�VWDWH·V�ÁDJ�� ODQJXDJH�� V\PERO��

DQG� DQWKHP�� 7KH� ÀUVW� YHUVH� VD\V� ´,QGRQHVLDQ� ODQJXDJH�PXVW�

be used in any  MOU or agreements which involve state, 
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governmental institution of  the Republic of  Indonesia, 

Indonesian private institution or CV belonging to Indonesian 

FLWL]HQV�µ�7KLV� FRQWUDGLFWV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�(QJOLVK� VHUYHV� DV� WKH�

PDLQ� ODQJXDJH� RI � WKH� ($&�� $QG� FKDSWHU� ���� YHUVH� �� RI � WKH�

National Constitution also stresses that “Indonesian language 

PXVW� EH� XVHG� DV� WKH� WRRO� RI � FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� RIÀFLDOO\� LQ� WKH�

JRYHUQPHQW� DQG�SULYDWH� LQVWLWXWLRQ�µ�)RU�1DZDZL�� WKH�XVH�RI �

English in the AEC documents and as a tool of  communication 

indeed does break the laws and the Indonesian government 

UHJXODWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�UHJXODWLRQ�DQG�ODZ�GR�QRW�JLYH�D�FOHDU�

VDQFWLRQ� IRU� WKH� YLRODWLRQ�� 1DZDZL� LV� DOVR� UHDOLVWLF� WKDW� WKH�

current world has forgotten local language, such as Indonesia, 

ZKRVH�YRFDEXODULHV�DQG�VWUXFWXUH�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�LQÀOWUDWHG�

E\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODQJXDJHV��

Estinngtyas highlights that the free market in the South 

East Asian countries serves for the interest of  global free 

FRPSHWLWLYH�PDUNHW�EXW�QRW�WKH�SHRSOH�RI �WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�IUHH�

PDUNHW�GRHV�SURWHFW� WKH�ZHDN� LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\�PHPEHUV��7KH�

competition itself  fears Estiningtyas, as it is cruel regardless of  

WKH�FODVVHV�LQ�HFRQRP\��NQRZOHGJH��DQG�WHFKQRORJ\��6KH�SXWV�LW�

In the free market, all participants are given freedom in 
FRPSHWLWLRQ�� 7KHUH� LV� QR� FRQWURO� ZKDWVRHYHU�� ZKRHYHU�
ZDQWV� WR� MRLQ� LV�ZHOFRPH� WR� HQWHU� WKH� IUHH�PDUNHW��/LNH� LQ� D�
boxing ring, all can enter the ring without regarding the class, 
whether a boxer belongs to heavyweight, lightweight, or only 
IHDWKHUZHLJKW��$OO�ER[HUV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�HDFK�
RWKHU�GLUHFWO\�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ULQJ��$OO�FDQ�HDVLO\�SUHGLFW�WKDW�WKRVH�
ZKR�DUH�VWURQJ�ZLOO�ZLQ�HIIRUWOHVVO\�

Estyningtias15�VHHV�WKDW�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI �,QGRQHVLDQ�KXPDQ�

UHVRXUFH� LV� QRW� VXIÀFLHQW� WR� RSHQO\� HQWHU� WKH� IUHH� PDUNHW� LQ�

WKH� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ� FRXQWULHV�� $VW\QLQJWLDV� SRLQWV� WKDW� WKH�

KXPDQ� LQGH[�RI � ,QGRQHVLD� LV� UDQNHG�QXPEHU�����DPRQJ�����

15 Estyningtias P, “Masyarakat Ekonomi ASEAN; Tantangan Atau Ancaman?,” Islam 

Pos�� �0DUFK� ���� ������� KWWSV���ZZZ�LVODPSRV�FRP�PDV\DUDNDW�HNRQRPL�DVHDQ�WDQWDQJDQ�

DWDX�DQFDPDQ���������
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FRXQWULHV� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG�� 7KLV�PHDQV� WKDW� ,QGRQHVLD� ZLOO� EULQJ�

more unemployment if  the free market is implemented by the 

FRXQWU\��2U�HOVH��,QGRQHVLDQ�QRQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�ODERUV�ZLOO�ÁRRG�

RWKHU�QDWLRQV��

Estyningtias says that the poor Indonesian citizens will be 

IDFHG�ZLWK�PRUH�SRYHUW\��7KH� WKHRU\�RI � ODERU�ZDJH� LQ� OLEHUDO�

HFRQRP\�OHDGV�WR�QRZKHUH�EXW�WR�WKLV�UHVXOW��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�

OLEHUDO�PDUNHW��WKH�ZDJH�FDQQRW�HLWKHU�EH�LQFUHDVHG�RU�GHFUHDVHG��

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� WKH�ZDJH� LV�QRW�JRRG��%XW� WKH�SD\PHQW� LV� ORZ��

Estyningtias explains that why the wage cannot be increased, 

because when the workers hold demonstration, the capital 

owners will show that there are many unemployment outside 

WKHUH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKR�DUH�LQ�OLQH�WR�JHW�WKH�MREV��,I �WKH�ZRUNHUV�

want to keep the job, they have to accept the wage decided by 

WKH�FDSLWDO�RZQHUV��7KH�ZRUNHUV�ZLOO�EH�IDFHG�ZLWK�SUHVVXUH�ZLWK�

XQVDWLVI\LQJ�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WKH�MRE�

For Estyningtias, the AEC is part of  imperialist scheme to 

ZHDNHQ�0XVOLPV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,QGRQHVLD�LV�D�KRPH�WR�WKH�ELJJHVW�

QXPEHU�RI �0XVOLPV��7KH�:HVWHUQ�FRXQWU\�ZDQWV�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�

WKHLU� JULS� RYHU� WKH� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ� FRXQWULHV� LQ� HFRQRP\��

)RU� (VWLQLQJW\DV� $(&� LV� WKUHDW� QRW� RSSRUWXQLW\�� 7KH� WKUHDW�

comes from Western imperialists who want to perpetuate their 

KHJHPRQ\�RYHU�WKH�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�,QGRQHVLD�16 

(VW\QLQJWLDV�FDOOV�RQ�0XVOLPV�WR�XQLWH�WR�RSSRVH�WKH�$(&��

But the AEC does not consists merely individual gathering; it is 

D�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�LV�WRR�VWURQJ��7KH�$(&�LV�DOVR�D�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�D�

V\VWHP�WR�FRORQL]H�0XVOLPV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�(DVW�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV���

She puts it:

7KH� $(&� LV� D� VWUDWHJ\� WR� DFKLHYH� D� V\VWHP�� 7R� ÀJKW� WKH�
system we do need another system, not merely gathering of  
LQGLYLGXDOV�� 7KXV�� ZH� QHHG� D� V\VWHP� ZKHUH� ZRUOG� HFRQRP\�

16 For the issue of  the relation between the East and the West in Indonesia and Islam, 

see Al Makin, Antara Barat dan Timur: Batasan, Dominasi, Relasi, dan Globalisas: Melampaui 

Jurang Masa Lalu untuk Meniti Jembatan Penghubung��-DNDUWD��6HUDPEL��������
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FDQ�EH� UH�RUGHUHG� �HIÀFLHQWO\�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\��$QG�,VODP�DV�D�
caliphate system (daulah khilafah) with the economic system 
EOHVVHG�E\�*RG�LV�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�DOO�RI �WKLV��

Clearly, Estyningtias holds an Islamist theology in arguing 

that the AEC is a threat to destroy Islam and Muslims in 

6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��

Gunoto Saparie adds another fact that that Indonesia 

from the sector of  agriculture is not prepared to compete with 

RWKHU�$6($1�FRXQWULHV��&RPPRGLWLHV� DQG� JRRGV� DUH�PRVWO\�

imported, whereas Indonesia is weak in exporting the local 

SURGXFWV��+H�SXWV�LW�

But it has to be admitted that the agricultural sector so far 
to this day remains left behind and is burdened with a high 
volume of  imported commodities in foods and horticulture 
which are increasing, such as rice, beans, corns, fruits, and 
JDUOLF�� )RU� WKH� FRXQWU\·V� FRQVXPSWLRQ�� WKH� ODWHVW� GDWD� VKRZV�
RXU�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�IRUHLJQ�SURGXFW��OLNH�ZKHDW��LV�������������
VXJDU��DQG������JDUOLF��7KH�QHHGV�IRU�IRRGV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJ��EXW�
the government does not yet make an effort to decrease the 
LPSRUWHG�GHSHQGHQFH�

Saparie17 sees some problems in agriculture facing 

,QGRQHVLD� LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI � WKH� $(&�� 6DSDULH� PHQWLRQV� VRPH�

areas of  weaknesses which needs attention of  Indonesian 

VRFLHW\� DQG� JRYHUQPHQW�� 7KH� ÀUVW� YLWDO� SUREOHP� LV� UHODWHG� WR�

the lands for agriculture, whose size is decreasing by years in 

TXDOLW\�� DYDLODELOLW\�� DQG� RZQHUVKLS� RI � IDUPHUV�� 7KH� VHFRQG�

factor in agriculture which needs attention is infrastructure, 

particularly matters related to the limit of  irrigation system 

DQG� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� RI � WKH� SURGXFWV�� ,QGRQHVLDQ� JRYHUQPHQW�

QHHGV� WR� À[� WKH� SUREOHP� VR� WKDW� WKH� IDUPHUV� FDQ� LQFUHDVH�

WKHLU� SURGXFWLYLW\��7KLUG� LV� DERXW� WKH� VHHGV�ZKRVH� FXOWLYDWLRQ�

QHHGV� D� EHWWHU� LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZLWK� D� EHWWHU� WHFKQRORJ\�� )RXUWK� LV�

17 *XQRWR�6DSDULH��´.HWDNVLDSDQ�3HUWDQLDQ�+DGDSL�0($�µ�Koran Muria, (June 20, 

�������KWWS���ZZZ�NRUDQPXULD�FRP�����������������NHWDNVLDSDQ�SHUWDQLDQ�KDGDSL�PHD�

KWPO�



Al Makin

��� ADDIN, Volume 10, Number 2, August 2016

DERXW�UHJXODWLRQ�ZKLFK�SURWHFWV�WKH�ORFDO�IDUPHUV��7KH�ÀIWK�LV�

DERXW� KXPDQ� UHVRXUFH� ZLWK� WKH� DELOLW\� WR�PDVWHU� WHFKQRORJ\��

Safarie sees that in fact the younger Indonesian generation has 

low interest in agriculture and lack of  knowledge and skill in 

IDUPLQJ��$QG� WKH� VL[WK� LV� WKH�GLIÀFXOW\� IDFLQJ� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ�

IDUPHUV�WR�JHW�ÀQDQFLDO�DLGV��

For Saparie, worse still, the agricultural sector is faced 

with the current development of  global warming and uncertain 

UDLQ\� VHDVRQ�ZKLFK� GR� LQÁXHQFH� WKH� ZD\� WKH� IDUPHUV� VKRXOG�

FXOWLYDWH�WKH�ODQGV��6DSDLH�DOVR�ZULWHV�WKDW�WKH�PDUNHW�LQVLGH�WKH�

country is also unstable, a situation which leaves the farmers 

ZLWK�XQFHUWDLQW\�ZLWK� WKHLU� SURGXFWV��2Q� WKH�RWKHU� KDQG�� WKH�

LQFUHDVH�RI �SRSXODWLRQ� LV� FHUWDLQ�� 6DSDULH� WKXV� FRQFOXGHV� WKDW�

,QGRQHVLD�LV�LQGHHG�QRW�SUHSDUHG�WR�IDFH�WKH�$(&�

Dwi Condro Triono adds another negative side of  the 

$(&� IRU� ,QGRQHVLDQ� HFRQRP\�� 7KH� IUHH� PDUNHW� ZLOO� EULQJ�

FRPPHUFLDOL]DWLRQ�RI �WKH�EDVLF�QHHGV�RI �VRFLHW\��,I �,QGRQHVLD�

adopts the liberation of  economy, the role of  the state to 

UHJXODWH�DQG�FRQWURO� WKH�SHRSOH·V�HFRQRP\�ZLOO�GLPLQLVK��7KH�

people will have to pay all the needs, including basic service, 

VXFK�DV�KHDOWK�18

Triono points out that all natural resources which are 

abundant in Indonesia in the liberal market will be owned by 

SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV��7KH�VWDWH�ZLOO�QR�ORQJHU�FRQWURO�WKH�UHVRXUFH��

Coal, fuel, and other mining products will be dominated by 

business consideration which will lead to the increase of  price 

QRW� DIIRUGDEOH� IRU� WKH� FRPPRQ� SHRSOH�� (OHFWULFLW\�� ZKLFK� LV�

QRZ�EDVLF�QHHG��ZLOO�EH�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV��

Alternative energy such as wind, solar, and wave are alternative 

VRXUFHV��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV�WDNH�RYHU�WKHP��WKH�

SULFH�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�DQG�LV�QRW�DIIRUGDEOH�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH��

18 Dwi Condro Triono, “MEA Dalam Pandangan Islam,” hizbut-tahrir.or.id, (January 

����������KWWS���KL]EXW�WDKULU�RU�LG������������PHD�GDODP�SDQGDQJDQ�LVODP��
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Triono also fears of  the free market with the AEC 

UHJXODWLRQ� LQ� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ� FRXQWULHV�� +H�� DV� DQ� ,VODPLVW�

DFWLYLVW�RI �WKH�+7,��VHHV�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW�GRHV�QRW�DFFRUG�ZLWK�

,VODPLF� SULQFLSOHV��%XW� DERYH� DOO�ZKDW� KH� IHDUV� LV� WKH� GDPDJH�

RI � WKH� IDPLO\� LQVWLWXWLRQ� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� 7ULRQR� LPDJLQHV� WKDW�

when the economic and social competition is harsh, all men 

cannot be burdened any longer as the sole breadwinners, but 

WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� VKRXOG� DOVR� EH� ERUQH� E\� ZRPHQ�� :RPHQ�

DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�WKH�MRE�PDUNHW��6RPH�RI �WKHP�ZLOO�

EHFRPH� GRPHVWLF�ZRUNHUV� RU� ORZ� ODERUV� RXWVLGH� WKH� FRXQWU\��

7KLV�OHDGV�WR�UXLQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI �IDPLO\�

For Triono, Islam offers its own concept of  economy 

ZKLFK�RSSRVHV�OLEHUDOLVP�DQG�IUHH�PDUNHW��,VODP�GRHV�QRW�JLYH�

freedom to all players, such as private companies in the systems 

RI �FDSLWDOLVP�DQG�OLEHUDOLVP��7ULRQR�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�,VODP�VHHV�WKDW�

ownership of  private sectors should be limited to individual 

RZQHUVKLS��2ZQHUVKLS�RI �FDSLWDO�RU�UHVRXUFH�ZKLFK�GRPLQDWH�

VRFLHW\·V�QHHGV�LV�ZURQJ��1DWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�

needs to the people should be owned by the state, which should 

JXDUDQWHH� WKH� ZHOIDUH� RI � WKH� SHRSOH�� ,I � WKH� JRYHUQPHQWV�� DV�

suggested by the AEC, let the private companies control all 

people’s needs, the government is no longer trusted and betrays 

WKH�GXW\�RI �WKH�SHRSOH��

Triono sees that the AEC is nothing but imperialism 

and colonialism designed by the strong to weaken the weak, 

a situation which opposes Islamic principle, which promotes 

MXVWLFH�DQG�HTXDOLW\��)UHH�PDUNHW��FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�ERUGHU��

and liberation in economy is absolutely forbidden (haram���6WDWH��

according to Islam, should regulate the relation between the 

VWDWHV�DQG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHRSOH�RI �WKH�VWDWHV��7ULRQR�DUJXHV�WKDW�

Islam does not let absolute freedom without border and control 

RI � SULYDWH� FRPSDQLHV� ZLWKRXW� UHJXODWLRQ�� ,VODP� DOVR� REOLJHV�

the state to guard the shariah and promote economy based on 

VKDULDK�ODZ�
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Badrut Tamam also sees that Indonesia is not prepared to 

FRPSHWH�LQ�WKH�$(&�PDUNHW�19 The competition ability of  the 

FRXQWU\� LV�ZHDN� FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�RI � WKH�$(&��

According to some surveys, the price for export for local product 

LV�WRR�KLJK��FRPSDUHG�WR�%UXQHL�DQG�.DPERGLD��+RZHYHU��WKH�

SULFH� IRU� LPSRUW� SURGXFWV� DUH� WKH� ORZHVW��7KLV� GHVFULEHV� WKDW�

,QGRQHVLDQ� EXVLQHVVPHQ� KDYH� GLIÀFXOW\� WR� VHOO� WKHLU� SURGXFWV�

DEURDG��%XW�WKH\�FDQ�EULQJ�SURGXFWV�IURP�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�HDVLO\��

The price of  the products abroad is not competitive due to 

price of  taxation and regulation imposed by the government 

RI ��,QGRQHVLD�

ConclusionC. 

This article is written in the mid of  2016, almost one year 

after the implementation of  the AEC in the South East Asian 

FRXQWULHV�� 7KH� IHDUV� RI � WKH� RSHQ�PDUNHW� DV� GLVFXVVHG� DERYH�

VWDUWHG� VLQFH�������1RZ� WKH�QHZVSDSHUV� DQG�RWKHU�PHGLD�GR�

not report yet to what extent the damage has been brought by 

WKH�$(&� WR� ,QGRQHVLD� DQG�0XVOLPV� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\��:KHWKHU�

the damage of  family foundation, the decreasing role of  bahasa 

Indonesia in the society, the domination of  foreign products 

over the local ones, or other negative impacts of  the AEC 

visible in the country (as discussed by the abovementioned 

RSLQLRQV�RI �WKH�QHZVSDSHUV��UHPDLQV�XQFOHDU��7KH�IHDUV�RI �WKH�

citizens of  Indonesia of  the implementation of  the AEC are 

EDVHG� FOHDUO\� RQ� WKH� VHQVH� RI � QDWLRQDOLVP� DQG� UHOLJLRQ�� 7KH�

UHVLVWDQFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�IUHH�PDUNHW�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�WZR�IDFWRUV��

Religion and nationalism are indeed two important factors in 

Indonesia, perhaps also in other countries of  the AEC, which, 

KRZHYHU�� WKH� $(&� GRFXPHQWV� IDLO� WR� DGGUHVV�� 7KLV� FDQ� EH�

seen as weakness of  the idea of  forming a single identity of  

19 Badrut Tamam, “Rupiah dan Daya Saing Indonesia Di Pasar MEA,” Jawa Pos, 

�-XO\�����������KWWS���ZZZ��MDZDSRV�FRP�EDFD�RSLQLGHWDLO�������UXSLDK�GDQ�GD\D�VDLQJ�

LQGRQHVLD�GL�SDVDU�PHD�
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the South East Asian countries without mentioning, or at least 

DQWLFLSDWLQJ��QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�UHOLJLRQ��$V�WKHVH�ZULWHUV�VWDWH�DQG�

are discussed above, Indonesia is not prepared with the AEC 

LQ�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFH�DQG�UHJXODWLRQ��GXH�WR�ÀUVW�RI �DOO�WKH�ODFN�RI �

NQRZOHGJH�RI �WKH�FLWL]HQV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�$(&�LV��6HFRQGO\��WKH�

government does not make an effort to promote the idea of  the 

$(&�ZHOO�WR�WKH�SHRSOH��7KLV�DUWLFOH�ÀQGV�WKDW�WKH�$(&�VKRXOG�

be strengthened with cultural and religious aspects of  the South 

(DVW�$VLD��3DUWLFXODUO\�,QGRQHVLD�DV�WKH�ODUJHVW�FRXQWU\�PHPEHU�

LV�D�UHOLJLRXV�VRFLHW\�ZKLFK�GHHPV�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�LGHQWLW\�KLJKO\��,I �

the vision of  unity of  the ASEAN countries does not involve 

both cultural and religious sides, not only does the idea will fail 

to attract the attention of  the people, but it is also hard to be 

XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�SUROLIHUDWHG�DPRQJ�WKHP�

The AEC seems not to include religious and cultural 

diversity as a critical factor which has formed the nations of  

the region, as clearly the idea still fails to reach the hearts and 

PLQGV�RI �,QGRQHVLDQV��,Q�IDFW��,QGRQHVLD��DQG�SHUKDSV�OLNH�WKH�

UHVW� RI � RWKHU�$(&� FRXQWULHV�� LV� SOXUDO� LQ� ERWK� DVSHFWV�20 It is 

also noteworthy that plurality and diversity still searches a better 

formulation from Indonesian scholars and better policy from 

WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� RI � ,QGRQHVLD�� ,QGRQHVLD� KDV� SXW� WKH� ZRUGV�

Bhinneka Tunggal Ika (unity in diversity) as a symbol of  the 

nation, but the reformulation and reinterpretation needs our 

DWWHQWLRQ�21 The AEC, however, does not seriously address the 

LVVXH�HLWKHU��8QLW\�ZLWKRXW�UHVSHFWLQJ�GLYHUVLW\�DPRQJ�WKH�$(&�

PHPEHUV�LV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�PDWHULDOL]H�

20 Edith Franke, Einheit in der Vielfalt: Strukturen, Bedingungen und Alltag religiöser 

Pluralität in Indonesien��:LHVEDGHQ��+DUUDVVRZLW]��������
21 Al Makin, Challenging Islamic Orthodoxy, Accounts of  Lia Eden and Other Prophets in 

Indonesia; Al Makin, Keragaman dan Perbedaan, Budaya dan Agama dalam Lintas Sejarah Manusia 

�<RJ\DNDUWD��6XND�3UHVV��������
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