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ABSTRACT  
 
Many studies have been carried out on the use of hedges and boosters as persuasive strategies, but little is known about their 
employment when texts such as editorials are compared cross culturally. This study comparatively examined the employment 
of modalLW\�PDUNHUV�WR�H[SUHVV�GRXEW�DQG�FRQYLFWLRQ�LQ�1LJHULDQ�DQG�$PHULFDQ�HGLWRULDOV��)DUURNKL�DQG�(PDPL¶V��������
classification of hedges and boosters was employed to analyze twenty editorials selected from two Nigerian newspapers and 
two American newspapers. Findings reveal that both sets of editorial writers made use of hedges and boosters a lot in their 
writings. However, lexical verbs were not employed as boosters in the analyzed editorials. The fact that the Nigerian editorial 
writers as ESL writers equally made great use of hedges and boosters implies that in texts such as editorials, writers from 

different cultures equally employ the same linguistic devices to express doubt and conviction. 
 
Keywords:  Editorials; modality markers; hedges; boosters; persuasion; doubt; conviction. 

 
INTRODUCTION  
 
Over the years, there has been a growing interest in the 
study of editorial as a genre. An editorial is generally 
regarded as an article in a newspaper, whether in 
hardcopy or online, that reflects the view and opinion 
of the editor, publisher or owner of the newspaper on a 
specific issue (Ansary & Babaii, 2004; Medubi, 2007). 
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�9DQ�'LMN���������HGLWRULDOV�³DUH�SUREDEO\�
the widest circulated opinion discourse of society 
whether or not all readers of the newspaper read them 
daily. Their influence may not so be based on massive 
SRSXODU�LQIOXHQFH��DV�UDWKHU�RQ�WKHLU�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�HOLWHV´�
(p. 18). Editorials are written in newspapers, maga-
zines, periodicals and journals. Unlike newspaper 
columns, where columnists make use of first person 
pronouns and stories of personal experiences, editorials 
are impersonal and only deal with social, cultural, 
economic, religious and political issues that are of great 
value to the general public (Jegede, 2015; Medubi, 
2007). It is believed that the policies and actions of 
government are sometimes directed by the opinions 
expressed in the editorials as most people in 
government are influenced by the views of most 
respected newspapers. It is on these various issues that 
the ideological stance of a newspaper is reflected. And 
this has probably drawn the attention of researchers to 
editorials. 
 
Editorial has its peculiar features, language, style and 
functions. Medubi (2007, p. 116) submitted that the 
editorial must remain simple enough for everyone to 

understand; must also not lose its aesthetic appeal; 
should adopt a lofty tone; should provide enlighten-
ment on issues; should show completeness in the sense 
of presenting well researched issues; and should be 
presented from position of knowledge. However, in 
writing editorials, writers need to balance their claims 
between conviction and caution. This is done by using 
ZRUGV� WKDW� H[SUHVV� WKH� ZULWHUV¶� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� Whe 
reliability of their claims or express tentativeness in 
order to display uncertainty. These words are com-
municative strategies that are used to increase and 
reduce the force of claims in writing (Farrokhi & 
Emami, 2008; Holmes, 1982; Hyland, 1998) and they 
are referred to as hedges and boosters. Hedges are 
lexical devices that are employed to reduce the force of 
conviction of the utterance. They also help the writers 
to be free of accusations or criticisms that may emanate 
from the claims in their writings. On the other hand, 
boosters are referred to as certainty markers or 
emphatics and are used by writers to present their 
claims with strong conviction and total commitment. 
 
Many studies have been carried out on the use of 
lexical devices or rhetorical tools as hedges and 
boosters in various forms of writings. In some studies, 
they are referred to as modal elements. Modality has to 
do with the validity of the information being 
exchanged in terms of probability or usuality. Modality 
is a rhetorical tool that helps in identifying the attitudes, 
opinions, and commitment of the speakers/writers 
towards their propositions. In the submission of Fowler 
(1986), cited by Alo (2013), modDOLW\�LV�³WKH�JUDPPDU�
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of explicit comment, the means by which people 
express their degree of commitment to the truth of the 
propositions they utter, and their views on the 
desirability or otherwise of the states of affairs referred 
WR �́�S��������7KHUHIRUH� modality markers are rhetorical 
tools used by editorial writers to inform and encourage 
their readers to agree with their propositions. However, 
in this study, hedges and boosters as modality markers 
are examined specifically in terms of the degree of 
commitment of editorial writers. 
 
Editorial writers are products of different cultural 
backgrounds; the rhetorical patterns of their cultures 
may therefore reflect in their writings. According to 
Swales (1996) and Van Dijk (1985, 1996) cited in 
Ansary and BabDLL���������³WKH�UKHWRULFDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�
RQH¶V�QDWLYH�FXOWXUH-linguistic system are likely to be 
PRUH�SURQRXQFHG�LQ�WH[WV�VXFK�DV�HGLWRULDOV �́�S��������
The need to study editorials cross-culturally is summed 
XS�E\�&RQQRU��������ZKHQ�VKH�DUJXHV�WKDW�³UHVHDUFh 
on editorials cross-FXOWXUDOO\� LV� VLJQLILFDQW �́ DQG� WKDW�
³OLWWOH� LV�NQRZQ�FURVV-FXOWXUDOO\� DERXW� WKH�JHQUH´��S��
144).  
 
Based on the argument for cross-cultural studies of 
editorials, Sedaghat, et al. (2015) carried out a study to 
investigate the rhetorical patterns of editorials and 
employment of lexical devices as hedges and boosters 
in editorials. They investigated the use of hedges in 
English and Persian newspaper editorials by 
employing Salager-0H\HU¶V� ������� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� RI�
hedges. Also, Farrokhi and Emami (2008) examined 
the use of lexical devices as hedges and boosters in the 
native and non-native research articles in two 
GLVFLSOLQHV��7KH\�HPSOR\HG�+ROPHV¶��������FDWHJRULHV�
of lexical devices as hedges and boosters. Although the 
classification by Holmes was employed by Farrokhi 
and Emami to analyze research articles, it is being used 
in this study to analyze editorials in Nigerian and 
American newspapers. 
 
Based on the foregoing, this study is aimed at finding 
out if there are significant differences in the 
employment of the categories of hedges and boosters 
in Nigerian and American editorials as reflected in the 
data assembled for this study. Also, the study 
investigates if all the categories of lexical devices are 
employed in both the Nigerian and American editorials 
selected for this study. 
 
Empirical Studies on Hedges, Boosters and 
Editorials 
 
+LQNHO�VXEPLWV� WKDW�KHGJLQJ� LV� WKH�³XVH�RI� OLQJXLVWLF�
GHYLFHV�WR�GHFUHDVH�WKH�ZULWHU¶V�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�
extent of and the truth value of propositions/claims, to 
show hesitation or uncertainty, and/or to display 
politeness, and indirectness in order to reduce their 
LPSRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ZULWHU�RU�WKH�UHDGHU �́�������S��������

In other words, they are used to express caution and 
uncertainty concerning the truth value of propositions. 
Thue Vold (2006), cited in Farrokhi and Emami (2008) 
submitted that there are two types of hedges: real 
hedges and strategic hedges. Real hedges are not meant 
to express politeness or modesty but to express real 
uncertainty. In other words, they are used to express the 
real situation of claims, especially in scientific 
researches where certain claims or conclusions cannot 
be made (Lewin, 2005). However, strategic hedges are 
used by writers in order to be modest, polite and 
cautious. Thus, when a writer is not certain of his claim, 
he uses strategic hedges. 
 

On the other hand, boosters are communicative 
GHYLFHV� WKDW� ZULWHUV� XVH� WR� ³H[SUHVV� FRQYLFWLRQ� DQG�
assert a proposition with confidence, representing a 
strong claim about a state oI�DIIDLUV �́�+\ODQG��������S��
350). Through the employment of boosters, writers are 
able to assert decisiveness and conviction in their 
SURSRVLWLRQV�� 7KURXJK� WHUPV� VXFK� DV� ³FHUWDLQW\ 
PDUNHUV �́ �&ULVPRUH�� HW� DO��� ������ DQG� ³LQWHQVLI\LQJ�
IHDWXUHV �́�0\HUV������), studies have been conducted 
on boosters. Unlike hedges, boosters have not been 
studied extensively (Vassileva, 2001). However, both 
hedges and boosters are important linguistic tools for 
writers, especially of persuasive texts, who express 
both doubt and certainty in their propositions. 
 
On the functions of hedges and boosters, Holmes 
(1982) came up with two functions: expression of 
modal meaning and expression of affective meaning. 
0RGDO�PHDQLQJ�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�VSHDNHU¶V�DWWLWXGH�WR�
the content of the proposition (Holmes, 1982; Farrokhi 
& Emami, 2008) while affective meaning has to do 
with the attitude of the speaker to his addressee or 
DXGLHQFH�ZKLOH� DOVR� ³WDNLQJ� DFFRXQW�RI� WKH� IXQFWLRQ�
DQG� WKH� LOORFXWLRQDU\� IRUFH� RI� XWWHUDQFHV �́ �+ROPHV��
1982, p. 18)��$OVR��+\ODQG�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH\�³ZRUN�WR�
balance objective information, subjective evaluation 
and interpersonal negotiation, and this can be a 
powerful persuasive factor in gaining acceptance for 
FODLPV �́�������S��������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ERWK�KHGJHV�DQG�
boosWHUV�IXQFWLRQ�DV�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�ZULWHU¶V�XQFHUWDLQW\�
and conviction, and their employments in persuasive 
texts such editorials have been investigated. 
 

In a study carried out by Sedaghat, et al (2015), the use 
of hedges in English and Persian newspaper editorials 
was examined. 30 editorials, 15 in each language, were 
analyzed. The five types of hedges: shields, 

approximates of degree, quantity, frequency and time, 
DXWKRU¶V�SHUVRQDO�GRXEW�DQG�GLUHFW� LQYROYHPHQW and 
compound hedges introduced in Salager-0H\HU¶V�
(1994) taxonomy were employed. They found out that 
hedges were used more in English editorials than in 
Persian editorials. In other words, they believed that 
there are cultural variations in the employment of 
hedges by writers from different cultures. 
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In a study on Nigerian editorials, Jegede (2015) 
examined the language and ideology in newspapers 
editorials by looking at the process types of Systemic 
Functional Linguistics. He found out that different 
process types are expressed in Nigerian editorials and 
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�³XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�RU�PDNH�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�
authorities in the nation, citizens, social bodies, 
SROLWLFDO� DQG� VRFLDO� YDOXHV« �́ ������� S�� ����� +H�
concluded that through the analytical framework of 
Systemic Functional /LQJXLVWLFV��WKH�³GHHSHU�QXDQFHV�
RI�PHDQLQJ �́DUH�GLVFHUQLEOH�WR�WKH�HGLWRULDO�UHDGHUV� 
 

Farrokhi and Emami (2008) examined the 
employment of hedges and boosters in the research 
articles of two disciplines of Electrical Engineering and 
Applied Linguistics. This was done by exploring the 
use of hedges and boosters by native and non-native 
writers of English in the research articles. They found 
out that hedges and boosters are employed more in 
Applied Linguistics than in Electrical Engineering. 
Also, they found out that there are similarities and 
differences in the use of hedges and boosters by the 
native and non-native writers. 
 

In Electrical Engineering articles, the native and non-
native writers mostly used modal verbs and adverbs to 
express hedging. In a similar way, the native and non-
native writers in Applied Linguistics articles mostly 
made use of lexical verbs, modal verbs and adverbs as 
hedges. Also, in both disciplines, the native and non-
native writers equally made use of lexical verbs as the 
most used lexical device as boosters. However, there 
are differences in the use of hedges and boosters in the 
two disciplines. The native writers employed more 
adverbs (35 occurrences) than the non-native writers 
(13 occurrences) as boosters in Applied Linguistics 
articles.  
 
From the review of studies that have been carried out 
to investigate hedges, boosters and editorials, it is 

observable that editorials have been investigated in 
terms of language and ideology, and employment of 
hedges and boosters. The use of hedges as doubting 
expressions in various forms of writing has been 
extensively investigated. However, few studies have 
examined the use of hedges in editorials on one hand, 
and the use of both hedges and boosters on the other 
hand. Therefore, as it is necessary for editorial writers 
to balance their propositions through the expressions of 
doubt and certainty, the justification for this study is 
that there is a need to cross-culturally investigate the 
employment of both hedges and boosters in Nigerian 
and American editorials. 
 

,Q� WKLV� VWXG\�� )DUURNKL� DQG� (PDPL¶V� ������ 
classification of lexical devices that function as hedges 
and boosters is adapted. Farrokhi and Emami modified 
+ROPHV¶� ������� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� WR� DQDO\]H� WKH� XVH� RI�
hedges and boosters in academic writing of native and 
non-native research article by including clausal 
elements in their own analysis. Thus, there are six 
categories of lexical devices in their classification, 
instead of the five proposed by Holmes. They are: 
modal verbs, lexical verbs, adverbs, adjectives, nouns 
and clausal elements. 
 

For the purpose of this study, a modification to 
)DUURNKL�DQG�(PDPL¶V (2008) classification is made. 
Attributor as a category is added as one of the lexical 
devices for hedges. Generally, attributors are referred 
WR�DV�WKH�VRXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�ZULWHUV¶�FODLPV��7KLV�
lexical device can also be used to express total 
conviction for a claim but its main function is to lessen 
the force of the commitment of a writer to a claim. 
Thus, they are regarded as hedges. The table below 
shows all the categories of hedges and boosters with 
some examples as compiled by Farrokhi and Emami 
(2008) from Quirk et al. (1985), Holmes (1988), 
Hyland (1996, 1998), Hyland and Milton (1997) and 
Varttala (2001): 

Table 1. A Modified Category of Hedges and Boosters with Examples. 

Categories Hedges Boosters 

Modal verbs  Can, could, may, might, should, will, would  &DQ¶W��FRXOGQ¶W��KDYH�WR��PXVW��ZLOO��ZRQ¶W��ZRXOG 

Lexical verbs  Appear, argue, assert, assume, attempt (to), believe, doubt, 
estimate, imply, indicate, report, seem, speculate, think 

Assure, confirm, demonstrate, do, establish, find, 
indicate, know, predict, reinforce, show  

Adverbs  About, allegedly, almost, apparently, approximately, around, 
arguably, barely, commonly, considerably, fairly, given that, 
greatly, hardly, highly, largely, likely, maybe, nearly, perhaps, 

unlikely  

Absolutely, actually, always, assuredly, basically, 
certainly, clearly, completely, definitely, entirely, 
evidently, exactly, fully, indeed, in fact, never  

Adjectives  Apparent, approximate, common, considerable, frequent, 
improbable, large, likely, possible, probable, usual  

Absolute, certain, clear, complete, confident, 
definite, evident, exact, obvious, sure  

Nouns  Alternative, assumption, belief, chance, claim, doubt, hope, idea, 
implication, indication, opinion, possibility, tendency  

Certainty, conviction, confidence, evidence, fact, 
precision, truth 

Clausal elements  If it is true, it gives the impression, in my/our view, it is more 
RI« 

As a matter of fact, without any contradiction, 
nothing can be achieved,  

Attributors  According to the president, the governor tweeted, the report stated 
WKDW«��WKH�\RXQJ�SURIHVVRU�VDLG« 
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METHODOLOGY 

 
The data for this study comprised twenty editorials 
selected from Nigerian and American daily 
newspapers. Ten editorials were selected from two 
Nigerian newspapers: The Punch and The Nigerian 
Tribune, and ten editorials were also selected from two 
American newspapers: The New York Times and The 
Washington Post. The editor-in-chiefs of the two 
Nigerian newspapers are non-native writers of English 
language while the editorial page editors of the selected 
American newspapers are native writers. All the 
selected editorials were written in December, 2018. 
The topics of the editorials are related as they are on 
insecurity (terror attacks and murders), politics and 
election matters. The study focused on the use of 
hedges and boosters as classified by Farrokhi and 
Emami (2008) in the data. All the six grammatical 
classes for the expression of doubt and certainty that 

are introduced by them and the one (attributors) that is 
added for the purpose of this study are employed in the 
study. All the linguistic devices were first identified 
and then analyzed by considering the context in which 
such linguistic devices are used. As Farrokhi and 
Emami VXEPLWWHG�� ³D� VLQJOH� OLQJXLVWLF� IRUP� VXFK� DV�
could, for example, can express ability and permission 
DV�ZHOO�DV�SRVVLELOLW\ �́�������S�������7KLV�LV�H[HPSOLILHG�
from the data for this study: 

Candidate Donald Trump once invited Russia to 
ILQG�0V��&OLQWRQ¶V�HPails, sending the message 
that it could (permission) meddle with impunity 
(The Washington Post editorial). 
 

The package could (possibility) prove awkward 
for Republican members in other areas as well 
(The New York Post editorial). 

 
Therefore, the identification of any of these lexical 
devices does not necessarily translate to an expression 
of doubt or certainty. Thus, one needs to look at the 
context in which such a lexical device has been used. 
The expression of hedges and boosters were then 
examined for their frequency of occurrence while the 
results were presented in statistical forms. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The analysis of the data that constitute this study 
further establishes the fact that the employment of 
hedges and boosters is very essential in writing 
editorials. Editorial writers usually strike a balance 
between expressions of detachment (doubt) and 
conviction. In other words, hedges are used to show 
caution by withholding total commitment to a 
proposition while boosters are used to express strong 
confidence and certainty in a claim. The analysis 
showed that both hedges and boosters are extensively 
used in the data. 

Concerning the use of hedges in the analyzed Nigerian 
editorials, the analysis revealed that modal verbs were 
the most used hedging expressions. Out of 149 hedges 
from the seven lexical devices analyzed, 43 (28.9%) 
are modal verbs. This is followed by 33 lexical verbs 

(22.1%), 25 attributors (16.8%), 24 adverbs (16.1%), 
15 clausal elements (10.1%) and 7 adjective (4.7%). 
The least used lexical device is nouns with just 2 
(1.3%) occurrences. On the use of hedges in the 
analyzed American editorials, the analysis showed that 
155 lexical devices were employed as hedges. Modal 
verbs had the highest frequency of occurrence of 68 
(43.9%). This is followed by 22 (14.2%) lexical verbs, 
22 (14.2%) attributors, 21 (13.5%) adverbs, 9 (5.8%) 
clausal elements, 8 (5.2%) adjectives while the lexical 
device with the least occurrence was nouns with 5 
occurrences (3.2%). The table below shows the 
frequency of occurrence of hedges in both Nigerian 
and American editorials. 

 
Table 2. Frequency of Occurrence of Hedges Categories in 

Nigerian and American editorials  

Hedges 

categories 

Nigerian editorials American editorials 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Modal verbs  43 28.9% 68 43.9% 
Lexical verbs  33 22.1% 22 14.2% 

Adverbs  24 16.1% 21 13.5% 
Adjectives  07 4.7% 08 5.2% 
Nouns  02 1.3% 05 3.2% 
Clausal elements  15 10.1% 09 5.8% 

Attributors  25 16.8% 22 14.2% 

Total  149 100% 155 100% 

 
The above table indicates that modal verbs are the most 

used hedging category. This is in line with studies 

carried out by Hyland (1998) and Farrokhi and Emami 

(2008). Farrokhi and Emami reported that Hyland 
DWWULEXWHG�WKLV�WR�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�PRGDO�YHUEV�³Wo down-

SOD\�WKH�SHUVRQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ´��������S�������

This can also be attributed to the impersonal nature of 
editorials. The following two examples show the use 

of modal verbs in the data: 

1. 7KH�1LJHULDQ� 7ULEXQH� (GLWRULDO� ���WK� 'HFHPEHU��
������� +LV� IHDUV� WKDW� VXFK� DQ� DPHQGPHQW� FRXOG�

FRQIXVH� YRWHUV� GLG� QRW� SHUVXDGH� WKHP� WKDW� KLV�

UHOXFWDQFH�FRXOG�EH�MXVWLILDEOH� 

2. 7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ� 3RVW� (GLWRULDO� ���WK� 'HFHPEHU��
�������7KH�5XVVLDQV¶�JRDO�LQ������PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�

WR� JHW�'RQDOG�7UXPS� HOHFWHG�� EXW� LW�ZDV� DOVR� WR�

FRQYLQFH�$PHULFDQV� WKDW� WKH� GHPRFUDF\�ZH� KDG�
VSHQW� RXU� OLYHV� EHOLHYLQJ� LQ� FRXOG� QRW� EH� WUXVWHG�

DIWHU�DOO� 
 

The next categories are verbs and attributors in both 

Nigerian and American editorials. As exemplified 
here, the two categories help in presenting an overt and 

accurate means for writers to show their level of 

commitment to propositions: 
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1. 7KH� 1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV� (GLWRULDO� ���WK� 'HFHPEHU��
�������7KH� ODVW� WLPH�&KLHI� -XVWLFH� -RKQ�5REHUWV�
WRRN�LW�XSRQ�KLPVHOI�WR�ZULWH�WKH�RSLQLRQ�IHQGLQJ�RII�
D�FKDOOHQJH�WR�WKH�DIIRUGDEOH�FDUH�DFW��KH�VHHPHG�WR�
VLJQDO� WKDW� KH� ZDV� GRQH� HQWHUWDLQLQJ� H[LVWHQWLDO�
WKUHDWV�WR�WKH�ODZ� 

2. 7KH� 1LJHULDQ� 7ULEXQH� (GLWRULDO� ��WK� 'HFHPEHU��
�������:KLOH�LQLWLDO�UHSRUWV�FLWLQJ�PLOLWDU\�VRXUFHV�
SXW�WKH�FDVXDOW\�ILJXUH�DW�RYHU�����VROGLHUV��WKH�FKLHI�
RI�$UP\�6WDII� /LHXWHQDQW�*HQHUDO�7XNXU�%XUDWDL�
VWDWHG�WKDW����SHUVRQQHO�ZHUH�NLOOHG�ZKLOH����ZHUH�
ZRXQGHG��$WWULEXWRUV�� 

 
Attributors function as both hedges and boosters. In the 
first instance, attributors are regarded as hedges as they 
provide the sources of information and the editorial 
writers cannot subsequently be held responsible after a 
claim has been attributed to a clause. On the other hand, 
they can also function as boosters after the editorials 

writers have stated the sources of a claim in their 
writings. This shows total commitment to proposition 
as the claim can be confirmed by the readers. 
 
On thH� XVH� RI� DGYHUEV� DV� KHGJHV�� ³UHSRUWHGO\ �́ DQG�
³OLNHO\ �́DUH�WKH�PRVW�XVHG�DGYHUEV�LQ�WKH�1LJHULDQ�DQG�
American editorial analyzed. They are used to put 
caution to the force of commitment presented through 
the verbs as shown in these examples: 
1. 7KH� 1LJHULDQ� 7ULEXQH� (GLWRULDO� ��WK� 'HFHPEHU��
������� 6DGO\�� PLOLWDU\� UHVFXHUV� ZKR� ODQGHG� LQ�
0HWHOH� WR� HYDFXDWH� WKH� ERGLHV� RI� WKHLU� VROGLHU�
FROOHDJXHV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHGO\�NLOOHG�LQ�DQRWKHU�%RNR�
+DUDP�DPEXVK� 

2. 7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ� 3RVW� (GLWRULDO� ���UG� 'HFHPEHU��
�������$V�KDV�EHHQ�GRFXPHQWHG�E\�7KH�3RVW�DQG�
RWKHU�LQGHSHQGHQW�IDFW�FKHFNHUV��0U��7UXPS¶V�VDOHV�
QXPEHUV� DUH� ZLOGO\� LQIODWHG� DQG� XQOLNHO\� WR�
PDWHULDOLVH� 

 
 Other categories (clausal elements, adjectives and 
nouns) are not frequently used in the data. The category 
with the least occurrence is nouns. The reason for this 
may not be unconnected with the fact that words that 
can function as hedging nouns have been employed as 
hedging lexical verbs. For examples: believe (lexical 
verb) for belief (noun), suggest (lexical verb) for 
suggestion (noun), assume (lexical verb) for 
assumption (noun), etc. 
On the use of boosters in the two sets of editorials, the 
following exemplify their employment in the data:  
1. 7KH� 1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV� (GLWRULDO� ���VW� 'HFHPEHU��
�������$W�OHDVW�ILYH�FRPPLWWHHV�KDYH�RYHUVLJKW�RI�
SLHFH�RI� LW�� DQG�HYHQ�DPRQJ�GHPRFUDWV� WKHUH� DUH�
FRPSHWLQJ�YLVLRQV�IRU�YDULRXV�SURYLVLRQV�WKDW�PXVW�
�PRGDO�YHUE��EH�ZRUNHG�WKURXJK� 

2. 7KH�3XQFK�(GLWRULDO����WK�'HFHPEHU���������$V�D�
QHZVSDSHU��ZH�UHLWHUDWH��OH[LFDO�YHUE��WKDW�RQO\�FDUG�
UHDGHUV�VKRXOG�EH�XVHG�WR�FRQGXFW�WKH������SROOV� 

3. 7KH�1LJHULDQ� 7ULEXQH� (GLWRULDO� ���WK� 'HFHPEHU��
�������1RQHWKHOHVV��WKLV�ZDV�GHILQLWHO\��DGYHUE��DQ�
LVVXH�RYHU�ZKLFK�WKH�OHJLVODWXUH�DQG�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�
FRXOG�HDVLO\�KDYH�UHDFKHG�D�FRQVHQVXV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�
XQSOHDVDQW�UDQFRXU�WKDW�DWWHQGHG�LW� 

4. 7KH� :DVKLQJWRQ� 3RVW� (GLWRULDO� ���WK� 'HFHPEHU��
�������5XVVLD�ZDJHG�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG��DGMHFWLYH��
FDPSDLJQ��WDUJHWLQJ�$PHULFDQV�DFURVV�DOO�VHJPHQWV�
RI�VRFLHW\��RQ�SODWIRUPV�ODUJH�DQG�VPDOO� 

5. 7KH� 1LJHULDQ� 7ULEXQH� (GLWRULDO� ��WK� 'HFHPEHU��
�������$QG� WKH� IDFW� �QRXQ�� WKDW� WKH\� KDG� SROLFH�

SURWHFWLRQ� IRU� WKHLU�SODQQHG� LOOHJDOLW\�ZLOO� UHPDLQ�

RQH�RI�WKH�VRUH�SRLQWV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�GHPRFUDWLF�
H[SHULHQFH� 

6. 7KH� 1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV� (GLWRULDO� ���VW� 'HFHPEHU��
�������7KHUH¶V�QR�GRXEW��FODXVDO�HOHPHQW��WKDW�0U��

7UXPS�ZDV�XSVHW�DERXW�FRQVHUYDWLYHV�WUDVKLQJ�KLP�
IRU�IOLUWLQJ�ZLWK�D�ZDOO�IUHH�VSHQGLQJ�ELOO� 

 

On the use of boosters in the Nigerian editorials, modal 

verbs were employed more than the other categories. 

Out of the 66 lexical devices used as boosters, 30 
(45.5%) are modal verbs. This is followed by the use 

of adverbs which have 19 (28.8) occurrences. Clausal 

elements have 7 (10.6) occurrences while nouns, 
adjectives and lexical verbs are not significantly used 

as they have 5 (7.6%), 4 (6%) and 1 (1.5%) occur-

rences respectively. Concerning the use of boosters in 
American editorials, the analysis showed that, as it is 

observable in the Nigerian editorials, modal verbs are 

also the most used lexical devices with 24 (42.9%) 

occurrences out of the total 56 boosters expression 
used. This is followed by the use of adverbs with 14 

occurrences (25%). The frequency and percentage of 

other categories are as follows: clausal elements: 7 
(12.5%), adjectives 6 (10.7%), nouns 5 (8.9%) and 

lexical verb 0 (0%) respectively. The analysis is shown 

in the table below: 
 
Table 3: Frequency of Occurrence of Boosters Categories in 
Nigerian and American Editorials. 

Booster 

categories 

Nigerian editorials American editorials 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Modal verbs  30 45.5% 24 42.9% 

Lexical verbs  01 1.5% 0 0% 
Adverbs  19 28.8% 14 25% 
Adjectives  04 6% 06 10.7% 
Nouns  05 7.6% 05 8.9% 

Clausal 
elements  

07 10.6% 07 12.5% 

Total  66 100% 56 100% 

 
The table above shows that there is no significant 

difference in the use of all the booster categories of 

both Nigerian and American editorials. For example, 

while lexical verb has just one occurrence in the 
Nigerian editorials, it does not have any occurrence in 

the American editorials. This is definitely insignificant. 
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It is observable from the data analysis and discussion 

above that both the Nigerian and American editorial 

writers greatly employed both hedging and boosting 
expressions. The implication of this is that there is no 

cultural difference in the use of hedges and boosters in 

the editorials of the two cultures. While the Nigerian 
editorials analyzed had 149 hedges and 66 boosters, the 

American editorials had 155 hedges and 56 boosters 

respectively. Thus, there is no significant difference. 
This implies that it is imperative for writers of 

persuasive texts such as editorials to strike a balance 

between presenting claims with total conviction and 

with less commitment. This is even done within the 
same sentence where total conviction is expressed 

together with less commitment. Two examples are 

given below:  
i. 7KH� 3XQFK� (GLWRULDO� ���VW� 'HFHPEHU�� �������

&OHDUO\��DV�WKLQJV�VWDQG��GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�SURJUHVV�

HOXGH� WKH� FRXQWU\�� PDUNLQJ� RXW� WKH� ,QIRUPDWLRQ�
0LQLVWHU¶V�DVVHUWLRQ�DV�EHLQJ�EODWDQWO\�IDOVH� 

ii. 7KH� 1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV� (GLWRULDO� ���VW� 'HFHPEHU��

�������%XW�6HQDWH�OHDGHUV�PDGH�FOHDU�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�

ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�PRYH�XQWLO�D�QHZ�ELSDUWLVDQ�FRPSUR-
PLVH�FRXOG�EH�UHDFKHG� 

 

This study has also shown that another way of hedging 
is through the use of attributors. This is also a way of 

presenting claims with conviction. In the first instance, 

when claims presented in the editorial are referenced, 

the writers cannot be held responsible for any possible 
fallout as a result of the claims. On the other hand, it 

shows that the claims can be verified from the 

attributed source; this represents conviction. Therefore, 
the use of both hedges and boosters is essential in 

writing persuasive texts such as editorials. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 

This paper has focused on the employment of hedging 

and boosting devices as modality markers in the 

Nigerian and American editorials. The study reveals 

that both sets of editorial writers employ hedges and 

boosters as expressions of doubt and conviction in their 
texts. All the categories of lexical devices are used as 

hedges. For the expression of boosters, five of the six 

categories of lexical devices are employed more than 
once, except lexical verbs. There is only one 

occurrence of lexical verbs as boosters in the Nigerian 

editorials and they are not used in the American 

editorials. This difference is insignificant. The reason 
for this is that in the two sets of editorials, modal verbs 

and adverbs are the most used lexical devices for the 

expression of conviction. Also, although attributors are 
categorized as hedges, they perform the dual roles of 

reducing the force of commitment of claims and 

referencing claims to create conviction. 

Concerning the similarities and differences in the 
employment of hedges and boosters in the data, it is 
found out that while there are substantial similarities, 
there are no significant differences. Two reasons may 
be attributed to this. One, for someone to become an 
editorial writer in an English as a Second Language 
environment such as Nigeria, it is expected that one 
must have attained a great level of education and be 
proficient in English language. As such, the writing 
would be close to native-like writing. Secondly, 
editorial as a genre requires an acceptable form of 
writing irrespective of cultural and political back-
ground. In other words, it requires writers to balance 
between conviction and doubt in their propositions. 
(GLWRULDOV� DUH� VHHQ� DV� ³VRPH� RI� WKH� EHVW� H[DPSOHV�
SHUVXDVLYH� ZULWLQJV´� �&RQQRU�� ����������� DQG� WKH�
hallmark of a good editorial is the employment of both 
hedges and boosters by the writers. Thus, at the level 
of editorials, there does not appear to be cultural 
differences in the employment of hedges and boosters. 
 
However, there are limitations to this study. One, the 
study considered only four newspapers: two from 
Nigeria and two from America. As such, limited data 
have been explored. Probably, a larger set of data may 
reveal different findings in the employment of lexical 
devices as hedges and boosters in editorials of different 
cultures. This is a cross-cultural study, and the lexical 
devices for hedges and boosters are generally 
contrasted for possible differences that may be 
attributed to cultural differences. However, the study 
does not reveal any difference. Therefore, cross-
cultural studies that focus on similarities and 
differences in the use and placement of hedges and 
boosters in each rhetorical structure (section) of 
editorials can be valuable in this regard. For example, 
the expression of doubt and conviction in the 
concluding parts of editorials of different culture can be 
investigated. 
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