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Abstract: 

The Application of Contextual Teaching and Learning in Teaching Elliptical sentences to the Grade Nine Students of 

SMP Negeri 17 Palu. The objective of this research was to prove that the application of contextual teaching and 

leraning (CTL) can improve the ability of the grade nine students in constructing elliptical sentences. The sample of the 

research was taken by using cluster random sampling technique. Class IX B was the experimental class while IX C was 

the control class. The instruments used to collect the data were observation and tests. The results of observation were 

analyzed by using descriptive analysis. The results of tests were analyzed by applying statistic analysis. Applying 0.05 

level of significance and 56 (29+29-2) degree of freedom (df), the writer found that t-test value (6.136) was greater than 

t-table value ���������,W�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�FRQWH[WXDO�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�LV�HIIHFWLYH�WR�LPSURYH�VWXGHQWV¶�

ability in constructing elliptical sentences. 

 

 
Abstrak: 

Penerapan Pembelajaran Kontekstual dan Pembelajaran dalam mengajar kalimat Elips untuk Siswa Kelas Sembilan 

SMP Negeri 17 Palu. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk membuktikan bahwa penerapan pengajaran kontekstual 

dan pembelajaran (CTL) dapat meningkatkan kemampuan siswa kelas sembilan dalam membangun kalimat elips. 

Sampel penelitian diambil dengan menggunakan teknik cluster random sampling. Kelas IX B adalah kelas eksperimen 

sedangkan IX C adalah kelas kontrol. Instrumen yang digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data adalah observasi dan tes. 

Hasil pengamatan dianalisis dengan menggunakan analisis deskriptif. Hasil tes dianalisis dengan menerapkan analisis 

statistik. Menerapkan tingkat signifikansi 0,05 dan derajat kebebasan (df) 56 (29 + 29-2), penulis menemukan bahwa 

nilai uji-t (6,136) lebih besar daripada nilai t-tabel (2,007). Ini berarti bahwa penerapan pengajaran dan pembelajaran 

kontekstual efektif untuk meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam membangun kalimat elips. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

English is popular and important because it 

is widely used in the world. It is also a medium of 

getting useful information of the world and useful 

tool to introduce science and technology. 

Consequently, in Indonesia English is taught 

either formally from elementary school up to 

university level and informally in courses. 

When someone is producing a language, 

skills and components must be integrated to 

convey and to get message across. It is important 

for students to master both skills and components 

of English. The students, whose basic knowledge 

of English is low, will not be able to use it 

correctly. 

Most of students get difficulties in 

comprehending and mastering the part of the 

language especially in structure. Structure is 

taught integrally in the school. In constructing 

grammatically correct sentence, vocabulary and 

pronunciation are needed. According to Nunan 

������������JUDPPDU�H[LVWV�WR�HQDEOH�XV�WR�µPHDQ¶�

and without grammar, it is impossible to 

communicate beyond a very rudimentary level. 

Concerning to the statement, the writer assumes 

that structure is an aspect of language which 

should be possessed by students to go to a level of 

advance in communication. That is why, studying 

about grammar/structure is important because it 

rules of forming words and making sentences. 

Then, John & Yates  (1982 : 467) explain: 

When you are talking or writing about 

something that interest you, your ideas are likely 

to be, not separate and independent, but related to 

each other. The most important characteristic of 

mature sentence is they indicate the kinds of 

relationship that exist between ideas, not only in 

words but in the structure of the sentence as well. 
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In this case, students must know and 

understand the grammar because it is 

indispensable in organizing sentence into 

comprehensible English. Besides, grammar can 

provide the students to be strong on producing 

and accepting the language formally. 

Students of secondary school are taught 

some English structures. One of English structures 

that learned by the grade nine students is Elliptical 

sentences. The elliptical sentence is sentence that 

contains of two different subjects but have the 

same verbs. It aims to avoid repetition. For 

instance: 

1. She speaks English, and I do too. 

2. They like the song, and so do we. 

3. Andrew is not here, and Nita is not either. 

4. I don not like papaya, and neither does my 

sister.  

In constructing elliptical sentences, most of 

VWXGHQWV� PLVXVH� DQG� PLVSODFH� WKH� XVH� RI� ³VR´��

³WRR´�� ³HLWKHU´�� DQG� ³QHLWKHU´� IRU� WKH\� KDYH� QR�

information in their mind about the difference 

among them. Students make error by writing They 

do not like playing badminton, and we do too or 

Anita eats a plate of fried rice, and I do so. They 

should construct They do not like playing 

badminton, and neither do we or Anita eats a plate 

of fried rice, and so do I instead of  the first ones. 

7KH� XVH� RI� ³VR´� DQG� ³WRR´� LV� GLIIHUHQW� IURP�

³HLWKHU´� DQG� ³QHLWKHU´� LQ� IRUPLQJ� HOOLSWLFDO�

construct. Since students are unable to think 

clearly the pattern of elliptical sentence in the 

form of the positive and the negative, they cannot 

construct the sentence of elliptical accurately. 

The way of teaching and presenting of 

material should be improved so that both teacher 

and students can get maximum achievement after 

teaching and learning process. Application of 

techniques and media can facilitate the students in 

WKH� SURFHVV� RI� OHDUQLQJ� DQG� HQFRXUDJH� VWXGHQWV¶�

motivation. In this case, teachers have to be able 

to choose the appropriate technique or media in 

teaching English structure to create a good class 

atmosphere.  In this research, the researcher is 

interested in the application of Contextual 

Teaching and Learning (CTL) in teaching 

elliptical sentence due to CTL can motivate 

students in the process of learning that relates the 

knowledge to the stXGHQWV¶�UHDO�VLWXDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�

personal, social, and cultural circumstances. Then, 

the students find it easy to apply the knowledge 

by reflecting their real world. In conducting the 

teaching and learning process, the researcher 

explained the material about elliptical sentences. 

Then, she continued by giving some examples of 

elliptical sentences that relate to the topic. The 

UHVHDUFKHU�SURYLGHG�WKH�H[DPSOHV�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�UHDO�

situations. Then, students tried to make the 

sentences by taking things that have close 

relationship to them. By relating the subject 

matter and things surround them, they have ideas 

to construct the elliptical sentences.  

The researcher conducted her research in 

SMP Negeri 17 Palu for two reasons. First, a 

research of teaching English structure, especially 

teaching elliptical sentence by application of 

picture has not been conducted yet in the school. 

Second is most of students, especially the ninth 

grader, stand up with great difficulty in 

constructing elliptical sentence in the form of 

positive and negative. The writer found out the 

information after conducting PPL Terpadu in 

SMP Negeri 17 Palu. She taught elliptical 

sentence to the students of junior high school 

because based on the curriculum they will study 

about it when they are in the grade nine. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 
This research was a true experimental 

research. It had two groups as the samples. One of 

the groups was the experimental group and 

another was the control group. The researcher 

taught the same materials to the two groups by 

applying different technique. It purposed to know 

whether the treatment that was given to the 

H[SHULPHQWDO�JURXS�KDG�DQ� LQIOXHQFH� WR� VWXGHQWV¶�

achievement. The experimental group (R1) got a 

treatment through Contextual Teaching and 

Learning (X), whereas the control group (R2) did 

not. Both groups were given pretest and posttest. 

The design of this research taken from Best 

(1981:70) as follows: 

Pre-test-Treatment-Post-test 

Experimental  

Group                            01          X               02           

Control Group               03                            04                                

 

Where:  

01 03 : Pre-test 

   X : Treatment  

02 04 : Post-test 

This research needs a population to be 

analyzed by the researcher because it gave some 

XVHIXO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� -RKQ� ����������� VWDWHV�� ³$�

population is a group of individuals who have the 

VDPH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV´��3RSXODWLRQ�RI� WKLV� UHVHDUFK�

will be the total number of the year nine students 

in the four parallel classes (IX A, IX B, IX C, IX 

D, and IX E) of SMP Negeri 17 Palu. Each class 

consists of 29 up to 30 students. The amount of 
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population is 147 students. The distribution of 

students in every class can be seen below: 

Class IX A consists of 30 students 

Class IX B consists of 29 students 

Class IX C consists of 29 students 

Class IX D consists of 29 students 

Class IX E consists of 30 students 

Within this target population, the researcher 

selected a sample for study. John (2005:146) 

VWDWHV�� ³$� VDPSOH� LV� D� VXEJURXS� RI� WKH� WDUJHW�

population that the researcher plans to study for 

JHQHUDOL]LQJ� DERXW� WKH� WDUJHW� SRSXODWLRQ´�� 6KH�

applied cluster random sampling technique to find 

out the sample of this research that taken from the 

population. Cluster random sampling technique 

enables each class to have chance to be selected 

for being the sample. To determine the sample, 

the researcher used lottery. There were some 

procedures. First of all, she prepared four pieces 

of paper. After that, she marked the papers with 

the name of the classes and then put them into a 

box. The writer shook the box till the two papers 

came out of the box. Then, she decided the 

experimental group and the control group. 

A research needs variable. Kerlingert in 

$ULNXQWR� ���������� VWDWHV� ³$OO� H[SHULPHQWV� KDYH�

one fundamental idea behind them: to test the 

effect of one or more independent variables on a 

dependent variable. It is possible to have more 

WKDQ�RQH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH� LQ�H[SHULPHQW´�� ,W� LV�

clear that an experimental research has two 

variables. They are called dependent and 

independent variable. Then, Best (1981: 59) states 

as follows: 

Variables are the conditions or 

characteristic that the experimenter manipulates, 

control or observe. The independent variables are 

the condition or characteristics the experimenter 

manipulates in his/ her attempt to ascertain their 

relationship to observe phenomena, while the 

dependent variables are the conditions or 

characteristic that appears, disappear or change as 

the experimenter introduces, remove or change 

independent variables. 

The dependent variable of this research was 

the result of teaching elliptical sentence to the 

grade nine students of SMP Negeri 17 Palu. Then, 

the application of Contextual Teaching and 

Learning was the independent variable. 

 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

The data were analyzed by using two kinds 

of analysis. Descriptive analysis presented the 

result of observation. The main data from pre-test 

and posttest were analyzed statistically. 

 

The Result of Observation 

The researcher observed both the 

experimental and control group. Her reason for 

holding on the observation was to get some 

information dealing with the presentation of the 

lesson or the materials. She focused her 

observation on the English classroom activities. 

The results of the observation are presented in the 

following ways: 

1. The teacher firstly made a check on the 

VWXGHQW¶V�DWWHQGDQFH 

2. The teacher made warming up activities 

before beginning the lesson by asking some 

questions. This activity was done to get the 

VWXGHQWV¶�DWWHQWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�OHDUQLQJ� 

3. 7KH� VWXGHQW¶V� UHVSRQVHV� ZHUH� TXLWH� SDVVLYH�
toward the teacher oral questions. Only a few 

students could answer the questions. 

4. ,Q�SUHVHQWLQJ� WKH�PDWHULDO�� WKH�WHDFKHU�GLGQ¶W�
use English all the time. She wrote down the 

material on the board, and then explained it.  

The material used based on a textbook. 

5. In doing the task, the teacher asked the 

students to do the tasks individually. 

6. There were no any media used during the 

teaching learning process. 

7. At the end of teaching and learning process, 

the teacher gave the students homework.               

 

The Result of Tests 

The Result of Pre-test 

The pre-test was done before giving the treatment 

to the students. It was planned to know student¶V�

achievement in experimental and control group 

before the application of contextual teaching and 

learning 

Table 1 

The Result Of Pre-test Of Experimental Group 
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The data on table 4.1 displays the mean 

scores of students in experimental group. The 

researcher computed the scores by using formula 

that proposed by Arikunto as follows: 

 Mx  = 
N

X¦
 

  = 
29

7.102
   

  = 3.54 

 
Table 2 

The Result Of Pre-test Of Control Group 

 

 

 

 

 

The mean score of control group on pre-test 

was also calculated by using the same formula as 

in the experimental group as follows: 

 My =  
N

Y¦
29

4.106
 

 
  =  3.66 

The result of Posttest 
The posttest that was given to the 

experimental and control group had the same form 

as the pre-test. The posttest was administered in 

order to know the effect of the treatment toward 

WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� DFKLHYHPHQW�� 7KH� UHVXOWV� RI� WKH�

posttest are presented in the following table: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3 

The Result Of Post-test Of the 

Experimental Group 

 

 

 

 

 
The mean score of experimental group on post-

test could be calculated as follows: 

 

 Mx  = 
N

X¦
 

  = 
29

4.241
   

  = 8.32 

 
Table 4 

The Result Of Posttest Of Control Group 
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Based on the table, the researcher computed the 

mean score the post-test of control group as 

follows: 

 My =  
N

Y¦
 

  =  
29

1.206
   

  =  7.10 

 

Table 5 

The SWXGHQWV¶�Ccore Deviation Of Pre-test and 

Post-test Of Experimental Group 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 6 

The SWXGHQWV¶�Score Deviation Of Pre-test and Post-

test Of Control Group 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the table 4.5 and 4.6 above, the 

researcher then computed the mean score of the 

deviation of pre-test and post-test of both groups 

by using the formula proposed by Arikunto as 

follows: 

 Mx  = 
N

X¦
 

   = 
29

7.138
   

   = 4.78 

 My  = 
N

Y¦
 

   = 
29

7.99
  

   = 3.43 

 The mean calculation showed that the 

mean deviation of experimental group was higher 

than control one. The mean deviation of 

experimental group on pre-test and post-test was 

4.78, while the mean deviation of control group 

on pre-test and post-test was 3.43. 

 Before analyzing the data by using the t-

test formula, the researcher calculated the sum-

squared deviation around the mean of the control 

and experimental groups as stated in the following 

ways: 

¦ 2
x = 

� �
n

x
x

2

2 ¦¦ �  

  = 695.93 - 
� �2

29

7.138
 

  = 695.93 - 
29

69.19237
 

           = 695.93 - 663.36    

 = 32.57 

 ¦ 2
y = 

� �
n

y
y

2

2 ¦¦ �  

           = 357.07 - 
� �2

29

7.99
 

           = 357.07 - 
29

09.9940
 

           = 357.07 - 342.76      

   =   14.31 

As a result, the sum-squared deviation of 

experimental group is 32.57 and the sum-squared 

deviation of control group is 14.31. 

After having the sum-squared deviation 

around the mean of experimental and control 

group, the researcher r continued to find out the 

significant difference of the two groups by using 

t-test formula stated by Arikunto as follows: 
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Discussion 

The result of observation showed that the 

teaching and learning process in the class was 

followed through using three phases, pre-activity, 

while activity and post-activity. Before beginning 

the lesson, the teacher did warming up activity to 

JHW� VWXGHQWV¶� DWWHQWLRQ�� 6KH� UXQ� WKH� WHDFKLQJ�

process by combining English and Indonesian. In 

presenting material to the students, the teacher did 

not apply specific technique that could support the 

success of teaching and learning process. At the 

end of the class, the teacher gave homework to the 

students. 

The tests were used by the researcher r to 

PHDVXUH� VWXGHQWV¶� DELOLW\�� 7KHUH� ZHUe two kinds 

of tests, pre-test and posttest. The first one 

measured the knowledge of the students before 

having the treatment. Based on the result of pre-

test, it could be seen that the experimental and 

control group had similar ability. Students in 

experimental class achieved mean score 3.54 

while in control class, the students gained mean 

score 3.66. 

In doing the treatment, the researcher 

applied CTL in teaching elliptical sentences. She 

taught elliptical sentences by drawing upon 

VWXGHQWV¶�UHDO�OLIH��$V� the result, the material was 

more understandable because the students related 

the subject matter to the things that have close 

relationship in their daily life. Furthermore, the 

students were serious in studying for they could 

understand the lesson. In doing the tasks, the 

students were often set in pair work or group. It 

gave positive effect for they had chance to share 

ideas and solved the problem together. The tasks 

were easier to be finished in group work than solo 

ZRUN�� 7R� JHW� VWXGHQWV¶� DWWHQWLRQ�� WKH� researcher 

often used pictures. At the end of teaching 

process, she always gave evaluation to the 

students. However, in presenting the material the 

school English teacher did not apply any special 

technique. She just gave the example from the 

textbook. She did not try to use media, such as 

picture to support the learning process. The 

teacher asked the students to do the tasks 

individually so that some of them felt desperate 

when they could not finish the tasks. As the result, 

the students lost their focus on the tasks and got 

low motivation in studying. Furthermore, the 

students were not serious in accepting the lesson. 

Some of them just made a noisy and chatted.  

After applying this method, there was 

significant change to the experimental group. 

Some students achieved good improvement in 

score. The students of control group also 

improved in score. But, only a few students got 

highest score after having the posttest. The 

UHVHDUFKHU� GLGQ¶W� XVH� DQ\� VSHFLDO� WHFKQLTXH� WR�

teach elliptical sentences in the control class. In 

conclusion,  the result of post-test, it was found 

that most of the students in experimental class 

could finish all the tests firmly even though some 

of them still failed; however they could achieve 

the better mean score in posttest compared to the 

control class. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

Conclusions 

After analyzing the data in previous 

chapter, the researcher draws conclusions as 

follows: 

1. In presenting the material, the teacher did not 

use any special technique or media in teaching. 

It might make the motivation of the students in 

the low level because the teaching and learning 

process was monotonous. 
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2. Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) is an 

effective method in improving the ability of 

students in constructing elliptical sentences 

because the students find it easy to apply the 

knowledge by reflecting their real world. 

3. There is a significant difference between the 

result of the pre-test and posttest in the two 

groups. 

 

Suggestions 
The researcher would like to contribute 

some suggestions for those who are involved in 

English learning-teaching process to elicit better 

result in the process. The suggestions are 

presented as follows: 

1. Teachers should apply contextual teaching and 

learning (CTL) in teaching English. 

2. Teachers should make some variations in 

teaching English. The first step can be 

provision of media of teaching to raise 

VWXGHQWV¶�HQWKXVLDVP� 

3. Students should initiate to motivate themselves 

to learn English. They should learn many 

things around them both at school and 

environment because an all out effort made by 

teacher is inadequate to encourage students to 

learn. 
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