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Abstract: this research is conducted in order to improve students' Reading Comprehension of 

Narrative Text byUsing Literature Circles Strategy at the first grade of senior high school in 

Majalengka. This research used a Classroom Action Research (CAR) which is conducted to solve the 
students' problem in English reading. The Classroom Action Research (CAR). The researcher did two 

cycles in which each cycle consist of planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. The data were 

gathered through qualitative and quantitative data. The qualitative gained by analysing the observation 

and interview. Then quantitative data were obtained from the students' test score of cycle I and cycle 
II. The finding of this research indicated that the implementation of literature circles strategy was 

success full since there is an improvement in students' reading comprehension in narrative text. The 

finding showed an improvement in students' reading comprehension of narrative text from the average 
of reading test narrative text in cycle 1 was 78, 61 to 89, 44the average of reading comprehension in 

cycle 2. Based on the finding mentioned before, the researcher suggests that English teacher could 

implement using literature circles strategy in teaching reading narrative text in order to motivate 

students in learning English reading in narrative text. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Reading is a complex process of getting meaning from the text through 

comprehension. The comprehension will help the readers to develop a more complete picture 

of things they read and lead them into a deep understanding of the text. Therefore, reading 

comprehension, readers get information from written texts and need to decode these data info 

meaningful messages so that they can understand the reading materials and achieve the 

purpose of reading. ThoVH� PDWWHUV� DIIHFW� VWXGHQWV¶� DFKLHYHPHQW�� 6R�� WKH� UHDGHU¶V� DELOLW\� WR�

construct meaning from the text depends on his or her ability to use the information available 

in text. (Behzadi, et.al, 2013:130). 

The fundamental goal of reading activities is to enable the students to read of text. For 

Indonesian students, this is the bridge to understanding stories or books they are required to 

read. In the 2006 curriculum (School-Based Curriculum) for SMA level, they are four genres 
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that the second-year students of senior high school should learn. They are the procedure, 

recount, news item, and narrative. 

The narrative text is one of the text types that should be learned by students. The 

narrative text is an interesting text and the students can learn from it. The purpose of narrative 

text is to entertain, to tell a story or to provide literary experience. However, Nathanson 

(2006:1), states that stories help to focus the reader's attention and build a personal 

connection. Stories, as a literary type, are able to help students to develop their interpretative 

abilities in language awareness. 

%DVHG�RQ� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU¶V� REVHUYDWLRQ�� WKH� VWXGHQWV� LQ� DQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� UHDGLQJ�

English texts were quite low and were below the minimum criteria of successful action. This 

may be caused by various factors, such as (a) Students still lack vocabulary, (b) Students 

have difficult to find the schematic structure, (c) difficulty in taking conclusion of the text as 

well as lack motivation, (d) teaching and strategy teacher use are still traditional method in 

teaching reading comprehension. 

In teaching reading, teachers should be able to control the class activities in order to 

make students can master the material. According to Alyousef (2005:149), say that in 

reading, there are three phases procedures. They are pre, while, and the last reading process. 

7KH� DLP� RI� WHDFKLQJ� UHDGLQJ� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ� LV� WR� HQKDQFH� VWXGHQWV¶� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ� RI�

(QJOLVK� WH[W� HIIHFWLYHO\�� 7R� LPSURYH� VWXGHQWV¶� UHDGLQJ� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�� DQ� DSSURSULDWH�

technique in teachLQJ�UHDGLQJ�FDQ�DWWUDFW�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶� LQWHUHVW�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�YDULRXV�W\SHV�

of texts, in teaching reading the teacher should use the appropriate technique. Therefore, the 

technique in teaching reading should be matched to reading purpose to read efficiently and 

effectively. 

The teacher should have the ability to guide students in learning reading. A literature 

circle strategy is a strategy to guide students to a deeper understanding of what they read 

through structured discussion of the text or book and allow students to practice and develop 

the skills and strategies of good readers. It gives students a way to build critical thinking and 

reflection when they read, discuss and respond to the reading. However, sometimes the 

technique used by the teacher makes the students inactive, bored and they do not participate 

in the teaching and learning process in the classroom. (Daniels2006, Rogers &Leockho 2006, 

Noe& Johnson 2004). So, a researcher interested in carrying out research concerning the 

techniques of teaching reading comprehension of the narrative text by using literature circles 

strategy. 
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$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 'HWW\� ������� LQ� KHU� DUWLFOH� HQWLWOHG� ³7KH� (IIHFW� RI� /LWHUDWXUH� &LUFOHV�

6WUDWHJ\�WR�,PSURYH�WKH�5HDGLQJ�&RPSUHKHQVLRQ�$ELOLW\´��7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�VWXG\�RI�D�VKRZ that 

the students who were taught using literature circles strategy did significantly better in 

reading comprehension than those who were not. and literature circles strategy can be better 

ways of teaching English reading comprehension for third grade (year 12) senior high school 

ESL students. 

 Considering the problem explained, researcher is interested to investigate and hopes 

literature circles strategy is helpful  in teaching reading comprehension of narrative texts and 

DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� LW� ZLOO� EH� LPSURYH� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� DELOLW\�� 7KHUHIRUH�� WKH� researcher is 

LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� FDUU\LQJ� RXW� D� UHVHDUFK� HQWLWOHG� ³XVLQJ� OLWHUDWXUH� FLUFOHV� VWUDWHJ\� LQ� WHDFKLQJ�

UHDGLQJ� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�´7KHQ� WKH� IRUPXODWLRQ� RI� WKH� LVVXHV� VWXGLHG� LQ� WKLV� VWXG\� LV�� ³How 

does the implementation literature circles strategy enhance students' reading comprehension 

from cycle 1 and cycle 2?´� 

METHOD 

A. Research Design  

The type of this research is Classroom Action Research (CAR). The researcher chooses 

this type of research in order to improve learning quality and revise classroom learning and 

teaching process to be better. 

According to wiraatmadja (2007:11-���� VWDWHG� WKDW� ³DFWLRQ� UHVHDUFK� SUDFWLFH� WR� KHOS�

someone to give resolution in the problem in an emergency situation and to help get the 

purpose social education with cooperatioQ� LQ� IUDPH� DJUHHPHQW� WRJHWKHU�´� )URP� WKH�

explanation above, it is clear that classroom action research is conducting to improve learning 

quality in order to solve the learning problems. Teachers, students, and another teacher of the 

same subject as a collaborator get involve in this research. Then, the researcher also designed 

the plan, doing the action, and collecting data in order to solve the problems. 

Instrumentation  

The instrument of this action research was as follows: 

1. Observation 

The writer uses unstructured or opened observation. to know the occurrences within 

the learning process. it may be about the teacher's performance during Classroom Action 

Research (CAR), the class situation as a reading activity, and students' response 

concerning the use of literature circles strategy. in general, all of the need aspects that 
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should be noticed are to make sure whether the teaching learning processes in line with 

the lesson plan or not. 

Table 1 

Observation of Student Activities in Teaching and Learning Activities with Literature 

Circles Strategy 

No Student Response Yes  Not   

1 Are students enthusiastic about teaching and learning 

activities? 

  

2 Are students active in the process of teaching and learning 

activities? 

  

3 Do students discuss in the process of teaching and learning 

activities using the literature circles strategy? 

  

4 Students follow the instruction literature circles strategy in the 

process of teaching and learning activities? 

  

5 Do students know the benefits of the literature circle strategy 

that has been done? 

 

 

 

 

6 Whether students are able to understand the material that has 

been delivered by using the circle strategy literature? 

  

 

2. Interview 

The researcher used the interview to collect the data related to the factors that 

influenced the students in Reading Comprehension by using literature circles strategy. 

According Wiraatmadja cited in mislaini (2007:117) states that interview as the questions 

to propose like verbal to the others people can give the information or explanation about 

WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�QHFHVVDU\��%HVLGHV�WKDW��LQWHUYLHZ�GDWD�DUH�XVHG�WR�NQRZ�DERXW�VWXGHQWV¶�

progress after the action. 

Table 2 

Observing Student Activities in Teaching and Learning Activities with the Literature 

Circles Strategy 

No Student Response Yes Not   

  1 Does the literature circle strategy make students more easily 

understand the material? 

 

 

 

 

  2 Whether Literature circles strategy can improve reading 

comprehension in narrative text? 

 

 

 

 

3 Is the implementation of circles strategy literature able to   
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motivate children in reading comprehension of narrative text? 

4 Whether implementing the circles strategy literature can 

facilitate students in reading comprehension of narrative text? 

  

5 If the circles circles literature can reach the following:   

a. Critical thinking 

b. Comprehending text 

c. Identifying of main idea 

d. Improved vocabulary 

e. Taking conclusion of the text 

  

  

  

  

  

 

3. Test 

In order to get the data for this research, the researcher collected the data by given pre 

elimination test to the class before done the treatment and giving cycle 1 test and cycle 2 test 

after done the treatment or at every the end of the cycles. The test consists of some passages 

where each passage contained some question related to the passage. It is multiple-choice tests 

that related to the reading text. Students were asked to answer the questions based on the 

reading texts. 

Technique of analyzing the Data  

The data was analysed with quantitative and qualitative form. Quantitative data is 

presented by numeric and qualitative data,it means that the data in the form of verbal report 

and describe in the graphic form. 

1. Quantitative data 

The data gained is numeric and analysed by using statistical computation. This data is 

use to know the averages of students mark and student's mastery learning in order to know 

their achievement. After conducting the test,the researcher processes the result of the 

VWXGHQWV¶�tests. based on theory according Anas Sujiono (2008:43) it uses the formulating: 

 P = 
J

Ç
 × 100% 

P : The class percentage 

F : Total percentage score 

N : Number of students 

 

2. Qualitative Data 
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The data was taken the observation, and interview will analyse qualitatively at the end 

of each cycle. 

1. observation 

The writer uses the unstructured or opened observation. to know the occurrences 

within learning process. it may be about the teacher's performance during Classroom Action 

Research (CAR), class situation as reading activity, and students' response concerning the use 

of literature circles strategy. in general, all of the need aspects that should be noticed are to 

make sure whether the teaching learning processes in line with the lesson plan or not. 

2. interview 

The researcher used the interview to collect the data related to the factors that influenced the 

students in Reading Comprehension by using literature circles strategy. 

At least, all the data which was taken from the observation and interview will analysed. 

The researcher also used the findings to write the report to describe the improvement of 

students reading comprehension in narrative text by using literature circles strategy. 

 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

1. Finding  

Observation 

Considering the result of the research, the researcher can conclude that based on the 

observation can be concluded that the literature circles strategy is small group discussion 

strategy guide students to deeper understanding and critical thinking of what they read 

through structured discussion of the text from the story or books. 

Interview 

The researcher can conclude that based on the interview student activities in teaching 

and learning activities with the literature circles strategy, students felt better, easier, and 

interesting to learn reading in narrative text and more enthusiastic by using literature circles 

strategy it can be concluded as follows. 

No. Student Response Yes Not 

1 Does the literature  circles strategy make 

students more easily understand the material? 

33 Students 

(91,66%) 

3 Students 

(8,34%) 

2 Whether literature circles strategy can 

improve reading comprehension in narrative 

36 students 

(100%) 

0 students (0%) 
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text? 

3 Is the implementation of  able to motivate 

students in reading comprehension of 

narrative text? 

31 Students 

(86,11%) 

5 Students 

(13,88%) 

4 Whether implementating the literature circles 

strategy can facilitate students in reading 

comprehension of narrative text? 

32 Students 

(88%) 

4 Students 

(11,12%) 

5 If the literature circles strategy can reach as 

follows: 

  

 a. Critical thinking 

 

25 Students 

(69,44%) 

11 Students 

(30,56%) 

 b. Comprehending of text 

 

33 Students 

(91,66%) 

3 Students 

(8,34%) 

 c. Identifying of main idea 

 

34 Students 

(94,44%) 

2 Students 

(5,56%) 

 d. Improving vocabulary 

 

30 Students 

(83,33%) 

6 Students 

(16,67%) 

 e. Taking conclusion of the text 

 

31 Students 

(86,11%) 

5 Students 

(13,89%) 

 

Test  

Based on the result of the test, the researcher can be concluded that from cycle 1 test 

the total mean score of students can percentage was 78,61 and the result of cycle 2 test the 

total mean score of students was 89,44. It means the result of the test until the cycle 2 test 

showed that student achievement has been improved after did the action. 

2. Discussion 

How does the implementation literature circles strategy enhance students' reading 

comprehension from cycle 1 and cycle 2? 

This classroom action research was conducted in the first grade of SMAN 1 Jatitujuh. 

The number of students was 36. The research was done in two cycles used a literature circles 

VWUDWHJ\�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�UHDGLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�LQ�QDUUDWLYH�WH[W��(DFh cycle of this 

research consisted of four phases; planning, action, observation, and reflection.  

Before carrying out the first cycle of this research, at the beginning researcher and the 

collaborator gave a reading test to students to know the based score as the pre-elimination 

test. It was found that the percentage score of pre-elimination test is 70. 69. The result of the 
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reading test in cycle 1, the total score achieved of the students was 78, 61. And the total score 

achieved of the students was 89, 44 students of percentage. 

Besides that, a literature circles strategy can be able to students critical thinking, 

comprehending text, identifying the main idea, improving vocabulary, and the last taking 

conclusion of the text. Based on the result above, the writer can be concluded that using a 

literature circles strategy can improve the score of students. So, literature circles strategy is a 

good strategy or method in teaching-learning activities in the classroom. 

CONCLUSION  

Considering the result of the research, the researcher can conclude that the result of the 

UHVHDUFK� VKRZHG� VWXGHQWV¶� UHDGLQJ� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ� LQ� D� QDUUDWLYH� WH[W� E\� XVLQJ� D� OLWHUDWXUH�

circles strategy that can improve the score of students reading comprehension, especially of 

narrative text. Besides that, a literature circles strategy can be able to students critical 

thinking, comprehending text, identifying the main ideas, improving vocabulary, and the last 

taking conclusion of the text. So, a literature circles strategy is a good strategy or method that 

is recommended in teaching-learning activities in the classroom. 
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