The Accounting Journal of BINANIAGA Vol. 04, No. 01, June 2019
p-ISSN: 2527 — 4309, e-ISSN: 2580 — 1481
5 Accreditation Rating: January 14, 2019 — January 13, 2024

Research.

Correlation between the student’s perception about
professional public accountant and the intention to pursue
the career in auditing at the students of department of
accounting STIE Binaniaga

Rizki Ahmad Fauzi

Department of Accounting, Economic College of Binaniaga, Bogor, Indonesia
hafari3327@gmail.com (R. A. Fauzi)

Received: February 18, 2019; Accepted: April 28, 2019; Published: June 30, 2019.
To cite this article: Fauzi, Rizki Ahmad. (2019). Correlation between the student’s perception about professional

public accountant and the intention to pursue the career in auditing at the students of department of accounting
STIE Binaniaga. The Accounting Journal of BINANIAGA. 4 (1): 49-56. doi:

Abstract. This research aims to figure out the students’ perception about public
accountant and their interest to be an auditor. Population of this research are the
active students in the department of accounting at STIE Binaniaga year of 2016
(Semester 5) Sampling technique has applied Stratified Random Sampling and the
quantity of the samples are 30 students after getting thru some sampling selection.
Dependent variable is the students’ intention to work in auditing. And independent
variabe is the students’ perception about professional accountant. The result of this
research has indicated a significant correlation is occured between the students’
perception about public accountant and the students’ interest to pursue working in
auditing.

Keywords: Public Accountant, interest, students perception.

Introduction

Some cases of the companies which are having problems about financing and
government offices which are facing financial scandal or money laundering have been
creating big impact for the students. An impact of such the scandal could directly or
indirectly have affected the interest of the students to pursue a career in auditing. That
kind of possibility has been questioned by the department of accounting or professional
public accountant which is it will happen and will jeopardize professional auditing. Such a
big risk has been considered by the students who want to be an auditor. In general,
accounting scandals will produce a continuous crisis in the perception of huge society
which is called the professional ethics crises. Any kind of professional scandal will make
the reputation of related profession negative in the public point of view. However, such a
scandal will block the recruitment of new employees for such the profession required
(McLeod, 2002 and Greengard, 1996 in Cormunale et.at, 2006). Indonesia has quite
small total of public accountant. According to the article on 1Al website on 14 March 2013,
mentioning that the total of public accountants in Indonesia was only 1,000 persons in
2012 which made Indonesia beyond Malaysia which has had 2.500 public accountants
and so other countries.

The above facts has made Indonesian accountancy tragic since there has been
negative perception about public accountant especially in auditing as described above.
Based on the previous facts describing about the impact of accountancy scandals in 20th
century has been an interesting topic to study related to the issue of ethics crises
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happened on the students of department of accounting. Nevertheless, this research aims
to figure out furthermore about the interest of the students at STIE Binaniaga to pursue a
career in auditing. This research aims to measure the correlation between the students’
perception about public accountant professional and the students’ interest to be an
accountant.

Library Review

1. Perception

Sugihartono, et.al (2007:8) described that perception is a brain ability to
translate a stimulus or a process to translate the stimulus entering the five human
senses. Human perception is related to the different point of view or sensory
perception. Someone who has perceived something good or positive or negative will
influence his actual action.

Based on some perception definitions above, it is concluded that perception is
a personal feed-back to perceive or to evaluate something according to the
information received. Perception has created a picture about something that he or
she is interested in.

2. Interest

W.W.S. Winkel said that an interest is a firm tendency to be interested in a
certain subjects and people will be happy doing it (1983:38), but according to
Witherington (1985:38) an interest is a person intention on a certain object,
someone, something or situation which is related to his/her awareness.

3. Public Accountant

A public accountant is an accountant who has got a license issued by the
ministry of finance in order to provide a service as public accountant (see below). In
Indonesia the regulation about public account is determined on the Regulation of the
Republic of Indonesia number 443/KMK.01/2011 regarding the determination of the
Indonesian Public Accountant Institution as the Association of Indonesian Public
Accountant (IAPI).

The establishment and development of professional public accountant in one
country is relying on the development of varied type of companies and legal
institutions in that country (Mulyadi, 2002). A company will need the capital / finance
to run its business. The capital / finance can be received from internal company
(owner) or external company (investor and loan from the creditor) Therefore, a
proper financial report is required by both parties refers to the decision making
related to the company. The financial report that will be prepared is an information
description about the responsibility of the management to manage the finance either
from external or internal company (Setiyani, 2005).

Method of The Research

This research has applied quantitative approach which is correlative study. The
variables used in this research are the interest of the students who want to work at the
Public Accountant Office and the interest of the students who want to pursue a career in
auditing as dependent variable. And independent variable is the perception about
professional public accountant. Target population of data collection technique is all the
students in the department of accounting at STIE Binaniaga year 2016. Sampling
technique has applied Stratified Random Sampling where samples identification is done
by dividing the population in two groups which is active students year 2016.
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1. Requirement Test

a. Normality Test
The availability of Normal distribution data or close to normal one will
produce an applicable regression model that can be used in a research
(Nugroho, 2005). This research has applied Kolmogorov Smirnov and the data
will distribute normal if Sig > 0.05.

b. Autocorrelation Test
This test is done to find out whether any correlation between error-term in
the data has occurred. In order to find out whether any autocorrelation is
happened or not, and the identification of error at every observation is correlated
or not, it is identified by the value of Durbin Watson (DW) on the table of
summary model (Sulaiman, 2004). Obviously the autocorrelation will never
happen if du < DW < (4-du).

c. Multicolinearity Test
Multicolinearity detection of this research has applied VIF tolerance refers
to the requirements that if Variance Inflation Factor (VIF) < 10 and tolerance
value (TOL) > 0.1, this model is free from multicolinearity.

d. Heteroscedasticity Test
Heteroscedasticity test used in this research is Glejser test that will regress
a residual absolute value (AbsUi) upon other independent variables using
regression equation. If the significant value is less than 0.05, the regression
model will have heteroscedasticity issue (Ghozali, 2009).

2. Hypothesis Test

a. Multiple Linear Regression

This research has applied 3 regression models and each model represents
one dependent variable. M1 =a +b1 B4 +b2Pr+b3Sk+¢eM2=a+b1B4+
b2 Pr+ b3Sk +eM3=a+b1B4+b2Pr+b3Sk+e¢

Descriptions: M1: Interest of the students to work in the Government Public
Account Office, measured by using 5 scales of Likert for 1 question. M2: Interest
of the students to pursue a career in the Public Accountant Office, measured by
using 5 scales of Likert for 1 question. M3: Interest of the students to pursue a
career in auditing, measured by using 5 scales of Likert for 1 question. B4:
Perception of the students about the Public Accountant Office.  Pr: Perception
of the students about professional Accountant. Sk: Perception of the student
about accountancy scandals. Determinant Coefficient Test (R?) Result of R?
value will identify the ability of independent variables explaining dependent
variable, but the rest is influenced by the other factors which are excluded from
independent variables. If the coefficient value is close to 1, the ability of
independent variables identifying dependent variable will be bigger.

b. Test of Correlation Coefficient (r)

This research has applied Pearson correlation test, if the value of
correlation (r) 2 0.5, it has indicated that there is a strong correlation happened
between two variables which their correlation is tested. If Sig.value < 0.05, it
indicates that a correlation has happened between two variables.

c. Ftest
This test is done by comparing the probability value of F test with
significance level a = 5%. If sig.value of F test < a value, it explains that the effect
of independent variables simultaneously has happened upon the dependent
variable, nevertheless, H1 is accepted.

d. Ttest
T test is done by comparing the significance level of Tist result with a.
When the value of t-count < a, which is a value = 0.05, it can be indicated that a
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significant correlation has happened between independent variables and
dependent variable partially.

Result and Description

1. Requirement Test

Using Kolmogorov Smirnov test, it has obtained that data of 0.101; 0.222;
0.063. And the value (p > 0.05) indicating that the three dependent variables of this
research have distributed normal.

2. Autocorrelation Test.

Based on the test result of Durbin Watson, the three regression models are
having the value ot Durbin Watson counted in the area of No Autocorrelation, so that
it is concluded that there is not any autocorrelation happened on the three regression
models.

3. Multicolinearity Test

The result of the three regression has obtained the Tolerance value of more
than 0.1 and VIF value of less than 10, therefore, it can be concluded that the three
regression models have not produced any multicolinearity among the independent
variables.

4. Heteroscedasticity Test

For regression model 1 & 2, there are not any heteroscadicity issues
happened, but, regression model 3 is having hetroscedasticity issue. It has indicated
that regression model 3 is not efficient and does not have any minimum variance
which is it is not in BLUE anymore or Best Linear Unbiased Estimator (Ghozali,
2009), though, it is still enable to be used for the research because all the
independent variables which are not getting thru are the main variables of this
research.

Result of Hypotheses Analysis using Multiple Linear Regression
1. Determinant Coefficient Test (R?)

R? value of the three regression models is not more than 0.2, it means that the
percentage of dependent variable which can be identified by the independent variable
is not more than 20% and the rest is described by other external variables of the
research.

2. Correlation Coefficient Test (r)

The three regression modesl have a close and weak correlation or the weakest
one with the three independent variables of B4, Pr and SK.

3. Ftest

On the regression models 1 and 2, the three independent variables
simultaneously have correlated with the variables M1 & M2 which is the interest of
the student who want to be a public accountant at the Government Office and the
interest of the students who want to pursue a career at the Public Accountant Office,
but on the regression model 3, the three independent variables simultaneously have
not correlated with M3 which is the interest of the students who want to pursue a
career in auditing.

4. T test

On the regression model 1, it is only variable B4 having negative and
significant correlation with M1 which is the interest of the students who want to be a
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public accountant at the Government Office. On the regression models 2 and 3, it is
only Pr variable having negative and significant correlation with M2 and M3 which is
the interest of the students who want to work at the Public Accountant Office and the
interest of the students who want to pursue a career in auditing. Negative value of
B4 and Pr has indicated that a reverse comparative correlation has occured between
B4 variable and Pr variable upon the three variables of this research. The description
of the students’ perception about becoming a public accountant or an auditor at the
government office has depicted a negative and significant correlation upon the
interest of the related students who want to work in the Public Accountant Office
(M1). It has indicated that the more perception of the students about some cases at
the government office happened, the less students who want to be a public
accountant at the government office and vice versa.

Result of this research is in compliance with the actual condition of the students of
the department of accounting at STIE Binaniaga who have perceived that being an
accountant or an auditor in the Government Office is the beginning of a misery. The
students’ perception about a professional accountant (Pr) does not have any significant
correlation with the students concerned who want to work as a public accountant in the
government office (M1) The students’ perception about the accountancy scandals does
not have any significant correlation with the dependent variable M1 (The students’
interest to work at a Government Office). The students do not think that the accountancy
scandals are correlated with their interest to work as a public accountant at the
Government Office, but they think that their perception about some cases at the
Government Office is the reason for them to work as public accountant at the
Government Office. B4 variable which is the perception about KAP (Public Accountant
Office) Big 4 does not correlate significantly with M2 which is the interest of the students
who want to pursue a career in the Public Accountant Office. Acccording to the result
above, it is conluded that the interest of the students who want to work in a Public
Accountat Office is due to the perception about the professional accountant instead of the
perception about the Big 4 of public accountant office itself. The students’ perception
about the professional accountant is having a negative and significant correlation with M2
which is the interest of the students who want to pursue a career in a Public Accountant
Office, it has indicated that the more the perception of the students about professional
accountant happened, the less the interest of the students who want to work at the Public
Accountant Office, and vise versa. The students’ perception about the accountancy
scandals does not have any significant correlation with M2 which is the interest of the
students who want to pursue a career in the Public Accountant Office. The perception of
the students about the accountancy scandals is quite big, however, they do not think that
such the scandals will be the reason of their future career. Perception of the students
about Professional Accountant (B4) does not have any correlation with the interest of the
students who want to pursue a career in auditing (M3).  The students have assumed
that their perception about professional accountant is more relevant instead of the
perception about Public Accountant at the Government Office as the reason why they
want to pursue a career in auditing. Their perception about professional accountant is
having a significant and negative correlation with M3 which is the interest of the students
to pursue a career in auditing where t value of Pr variable is -2.304. It is indicating that
the more the perception of the students about professional accountant is, the less the
interest of the students who want to pursue a career in auditing, and vise versa.
Perception about the accountancy scandals is not correlating significantly with the interest
of the students who want to pursue a career in auditing. Students of STIE Binanbangsa
have perceived that such the scandals are only a perception instead of the reason of
pursuing a career in auditing.

Perception of the students about accountancy scandals does not have any
significant correlation with the interest of the students to work as public accountant at the
Government Office, to work at the Public Accountant Office, and to pursue a career in
auditing. However, the students’ perceptions about audit scandals and professional

Rizki Ahmad Fauzi. Correlation between the student’s perception about professional
public accountant and the intention to pursue the career in auditing at the students of
department of accounting STIE Binaniaga
Page :53



The Accounting Journal of BINANIAGA Vol. 04, No. 01, June 2019
p-ISSN: 2527 — 4309, e-ISSN: 2580 — 1481
5 Accreditation Rating: January 14, 2019 — January 13, 2024

accountant have significantly correlated with the interest of the students. The interest of
the students of Department of accounting at STIE Binaniaga who want to pursue a career
in auditing and at the Public Accountant Office has been defined by their perception
about Professional Accountant. To be more specific, the interest of the students
concerned to work as public accountant at the Government Office is determined by their
perception about the scandals happened. It has been questioned before that the result of
the research might have produced a negative impact for the interest of the students to
continue a career in the professional public accountant. Based on the result of this
research, the perception of the students about the accountancy scandals does not have
any significant correlation with the students’ interest to pursue a career in auditing at the
Public Accountant Office. It is possible that negative and wrong or unreliable students’
perception about either professional public accountant or Public Accountant Office could
decrease their interest to pursue a career in auditing. Based on the result above, the
students or the lecturers of department of accounting should have given a proper
perception about professional public accountant in detail and in overall, nevertheless, the
lecturers who work at Public Accountant Office could share their perception and
experience to the accountancy students accordingly.

Conclusion and Suggestion

The students’ percepton about professional public accountant has negatively and
significantly correlated with the interest of the students to be an accountant at the
Government Office, however, their perception about professional accountant (Pr) and
accountancy scandals (Sk) does not have any significant correlation with the related
interest. Nevertheless, the students’ perception about professional accountant (Pr) has
correlated negatively and significantly with the interest of the students who want to pursue
a career in a Public Accountant Office (M2). Their perception about professional
accountant (Pr) has correlated negatively and significantly with the students’ interest to
pursue a career in auditing (M3).
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