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Abstrak 

Bagi Paulus, misteri erat kaitannya dengan rahasia karya penyelamatan Allah 

yang telah memilih dan mengangkat manusia menjadi putera-puteri-Nya. 

Rahasia kehendak Allah itu telah dinyatakan oleh dan dalam Kristus Yesus 

dengan wafat dan kebangkitan-Nya. Ef 1:3-14 melukiskan bahwa dalam Kristus, 

Allah telah memilih manusia sebelum dunia dijadikan; oleh Kristus, Allah telah 

mengangkat manusia menjadi anak-anak-Nya; sebab di dalam Kristus dan oleh 

darah-Nya, manusia beroleh penebusan, yakni pengampunan dosa. Semua itu 

terjadi sesuai dengan rencana yang dari semula telah ditetapkan Allah di dalam 

Kristus Yesus sebagai persiapan kegenapan waktu untuk mempersatukan di 

dalam-Nya segala sesuatu yang ada di surga dan di bumi. Di dalam Kristus 

Yesus itu pula kita yang percaya kepada-Nya dimeteraikan dengan Roh Kudus 

yang menjamin kita akan memperoleh penebusan dan menjadikan kita milik 

Allah. 
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Introduction 

The concept of PXVW=ULRQ LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�3DXO¶V�WKRXJKW��
KDV�UHFHLYHG�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�DWWHQWLRQ��7KH�PHWKRG�RI�H[SODLQLQJ�3DXO¶V�WHDFKLQJ�Rn 

the mystery can be classed in two ways. One way is synthetical, that is, into one 

unified whole the various ideas on the subject that are found scattered in his 

epistles. The other way is analytical, that is, instituting a careful exegesis of the 

various pericope where the apostle speaks of the mystery. 

In this paper I want to show the concept of PXVW=ULRQ in general to enter into 

3DXO¶V� WKRXJKW�� )XUWKHUPRUH� ,� OLNH� WR� VWXG\� WKH�P\VWHU\� RI�*RG� LQ� (SK� ���-14, 

EHFDXVH� WKLV� SHULFRSH� KDV� D� SDUWLFXODU� DVSHFW�� WKH� *RG¶V� SODQ� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� LV�
concentrated on Jesus Christ to adopt us as sonship through the Holy 6SLULW¶V�ZRUN�� 

Therefore the main points of my observation will move on the following 

schema: 

 Etymology and terminology of the mystery 

  The cultic concept 

  The metaphoric concept 

                                                           


Surip Stanislaus, lisensiat dalam bidang teologi biblis lulusan Universitas 
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  The Bible concept 

 3DXO¶V�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�P\VWHU\ 

  The term PXVW=ULRQ is connected with the Christ revelation 

  The term PXVW=ULRQ is connected with the kerygma of Christ 

  The term PXVW=ULRQ is connected with the eschatology 

 Mystery in Eph 1:3-14 

  The structure of the pericope 

  Exegesis of the pericope 

Etymology and Terminology of the Mystery 

The Greek word in plural, PXVW=ULD is composed of the suffix -WKULD, 

donating the place where an action occurs, plus the onomatopoeic verbal root PX-, 

³PDNH� DQ� LQDUWLFXODWH� VRXQG� ZLWK� FORVHG� OLSV�� NHHS� RQH¶V� PRXWK� VKXW´�� ,Q� WKH�
singular, PXVW=ULRQ is derivation from PEHLQ ³WR�FORVH´��WKH�PRXWK��OLSV�1. This 

has a similar Hebrew root, �����³WR�KLGH´��\LHOGLQJ�WKH�QRXQ��N����, 

³KLGGHQ�WKLQJV�RU�VHFUHWV´2
. It refers to the content of the cultic ceremony and the 

metaphorical use. 

The Cultic Concept 

�XVW=ULD is the term for the many ancient mystery cults whose intensive 

development can be studied from the 7th cent. B.C. to the 4th A.D. Mysteries are 

cultic rites in which the destinies of a god are portrayed by sacred actions before a 

circle of devotees in such a way as to give them a part in the fate of the god. At the 

same time those who wish to take part in their celebration must undergo initiation. 

In all the mysteries the distinction between initiates and non-initiaties finds 

expression not only in the ritual of the celebrations but also in the vow of silence 

laid on devotees. This is essential to all the mysteries, and is a feature implicit in 

the etymology
3
. 

The Metaphoric Concept 

The metaphoric use of PXVW=ULRQ begins with Plato. The teaching of the 

fellow philosopher is somewhat sarcastically described as PXVW=ULRQ because its 

hidden truth has to be sought out. Understanding a matter more deeply by talking 

about it is compared to a PXVW=ULRQ. Through this metaphoric use, the 

connotation of PXVW=ULRQ came to mean something more casual and arbitrary 

                                                           
1*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´� LQ�Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

IV, Grand Rapids 1995,  803. 
2&�'�)�� 028/(�� ³0\VWHU\´� LQ� 7KH� ,QWHUSUHWHU¶V� 'LFWLRQDU\� RI� WKH� %LEOH, III, 

Nashville  1962,  479. 
3*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´�����-808. 
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until it became purely secular. Eventually it came to mean more generally a secret 

of any sort, not necessarily religious
4
. 

The Bible Concept 

In the Latin Bible, sacramentum�� ³DQ� RDWK´�� ZKLFK� KDG� DVVRFLDWLRQV� ZLWK�
initiatory rites, is occasionally used for PXVW=ULRQ. In the Hexapla translation the 

Hebrew equivalent is �V� �³FRQILGHQWLDO�VSHHFK�RU�DGYLFH´��³VHFUHW´��³FLUFOH�RI�
FRQILGDQWV�ZKR�DUH�FRQVXOWHG´���2QO\�ZKHUH�WKH�VHQVH�LV�³VHFUHW´�RU�³VHFUHW�SODQ´�
is PXVW=ULRQ�a possible rendering. The LXX and Q are constant in their rendering 

of the Aramaic 
�, plural �O
�, which is said to be a Persian loan word 

PHDQLQJ�³D�VHFUHW´5
. 

In the LXX, PXVW=ULRQ occurs only in texts from the Hellenistic era: Tob 

12:7,11; Jdt 2:2; Wis 2:22; 6:22; 14:15,23; Sir 22:22; 27:16f,21; 2Macc 13:21 and 

Dan 2:18f,27-30,47. In some cases, there are the expressed reference to the 

mystery cults (Wis 14:15,23). There is also a secular sense for secrets which must 

not be divulged, e.g., the secret plans of a king (Tob 12:7,11; Jdt 2:2), secrets of 

war (2Macc 13:21), the secrets of friend (Sir 22:22; 27:16f,21). In Daniel, 

PXVW=ULRQ takes on the first time a sense of an eschatological secret, a concealed 

intimation of divinely ordained future events whose disclosure and interpretation is 

reserved for God alone (Dan 2:28,29,47) and for those inspired by his Spirit 

(Q.Dan 4:9)
6
. 

In the Qumran texts one generally finds rQz (mostly in the plural), and 

occasionally sWd �XVXDOO\� VLQJXODU���ZLWK� WKH� VHQVH�RI�³P\VWHU\´��7KH�PDUYHORXV�
mysteries of God (1QH 4:27f; 1QpHab 7:8; 1QM 14:14), frequently qualified as 

mysteries of wisdom (1QH 9:23), of insight (1QH 13:13), of knowledge (1QS 

4:6), of truth (1QH 9:18), refer to the created order (1QH 3:15-25), the 

preservation of Israel in the community of Qumran through the forgiveness of sins 

(CD 3:18f), as well as the last days
7
. 

Apocalyptic usage discloses clear connections with that of the mystery cults 

and Gnosticism. There is the same demand for silence. The profound and 

innumerable mysteries of God are viewed as existing in heaven (1Enoch 106:9); 

they are the hidden, transcendent basis for all that is and occurs and of that which 

                                                           
4+�� .5b0(5�� ³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC�� � P\VWHULRQ�� P\VWHU\�� VHFUHW´�� Exegetical 

Dictionary of the New Testament, Grand Rapids 1991, 447. Josephus uses PXVW=ULRQ 7 

times, 6 of which are in the cultic sense and another is the metaphoric. In De Bello Judaico 

(B.J. 1,470) he refers metaphorically to the life of the scheming Antipatros as 

LDL?D9�PXVW=ULRQ�� ³DQ� XQVSHDNDEOH�� KLGGHQ� �DQG� WKHUHIRUH� ULWXDO�� FRQVXPPDWLRQ� RI�
HYLO´��3KLOR�� LQ���RI���� LQVWDQFHV��XVHV�PXVW=ULRQ PHWDSKRULFDOO\�IRU� WKH�³P\VWHULHV´�RI�
God, which primarily have as their content his authorship of the universe and his effective 

power and virtues. God considers the souls of the godly worthy of the knowledge of these 

PXVW=ULD�. 
5&�)�'��028/(��³0\VWHU\´�������&IU��*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´������� 
6*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´�  813-815. 
7+��.5b0(5��³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC´������� 
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will be revealed at the end of time (1Enoch 103:2f; 38:3; 83:7). The mysteries in 

apocalyptic are orientated to an eschatological cosmic revelation
8
. 

In the Gospels the term PXVW=ULRQ occurs only in the obscure sayings of 

Jesus about the purpose of parables which the Synoptists interpose between the 

parable of the Sower and its interpretation. PXVW=ULRQ is found only in Mk 4:11 

and parallels (Mt 13:11; Lk 8:10) in the expression  

PXVW=ULRQ�W�9�EDVLOH?D9�WR/ �HR/�� ³WKH�P\VWHU\�RI� WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG´9
. 

The sayings use PXVW=ULRQ WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�EUHDNLQJ�LQ�RI�*RG¶V�
rule in the words and works of Jesus. It is basically still hidden, to be revealed in 

all its glory only in the end times, but is made accessiEOH�DOUHDG\�QRZ�WR�-HVXV¶�
disciples and can be experienced and comprehended by them in faith, while to 

those who stand on the outside it remains a puzzle and therefore hidden
10

. This 

view is confirmed by the fact that the phrase PXVW=ULRQ�W�9�EDVLOH?D9�had 

long been current in apocalyptic usage to indicate the counsel of God which is 

concealed from human eyes, which disciples knew as the mysteries of the 

kingdom; this means that their eyes are opened to the dawn of the Messianic time 

(Mt 13:16f). This perception is not the result of their own perspicacity or a reward 

IRU� WKHLU�RZQ�DFKLHYHPHQW�� ,W� LV� WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG¶V� IUHH�DQG�VRYHUHLJQ�JUDFH��7KH�
PXVW=ULRQ�W�9�EDVLOH?D9�WR/��HR/ which is revealed to the disciples is thus 

Jesus himself as Messiah
11

. 

5HY������VSHDNV�RI�WKH�HVFKDWRORJLFDO�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�³PXVW=ULRQ RI�*RG´��
God has announced it to the prophets (cfr. Am 3:7). In Rev 1:20 PXVW=ULRQ refers 

to the hidden meaning of the seven stars and seven lamps, which are immediately 

identified as the seven angels of the churches and the churches themselves. The 

³PXVW=ULRQ RI� WKH�ZRPDQ�DQG� WKH�EHDVW´� LQ�5HY������ LV�QRW� VR�PXFK�D�YLHOHG�
reference to Rome (Rev 17:9,18) as it is a reference to the eschatological event 

DOOXGHG�WR�LQ�5HY�������LQ�ZKLFK�LW�LV�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�EHDVW�³RQFH�ZDV��QRZ�LV�QRW��DQG�
LV�FRPLQJ�DJDLQ´12

. 

                                                           
8*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´�����-817. Rabbinic Judaism increasingly expunged 

and came to have a strong contempt for the secret doctrines of apocalyptic. Among secret 

doctrines are the exposition of the laws of incest and theosophical speculation on 

cosmogonic and apocalyptic events. The mysteries are the grounds of the Torah from 

which God gave the detailed provisions. Cosmological and theosophical insights are 

SURPLVHG�WR�ZKR�³RFFXSLHV�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�WKH�7RUDK�IRU�LWV�RZQ�VDNH´��³7KH�P\VWHULHV�RI�WKH�
7RUDK�ZLOO�EH�UHYHDOHG�WR�KLP´��$ERWK������ 

95�(�� %52:1�� ³7KH� 6HPLWLF� %DFNJURXQG� RI� WKH� 1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW� 0\VWHULRQ� ���´��
Biblica 39 (1958)  427-431. 

10+��.5b0(5��³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC´������� 
116HH� %251.$00�� ³PXVW=U#�´�� ���-819; R. PENNA, Il Mysterion Paolino. 

Traiettoria e Costituzione,  Brescia 1978, 13-14. 
125�(��%52:1��³7KH�6HPLWLF�%DFNJURXQG��RI� WKH�17�0\VWHULRQ����´�����-434; H. 

.5b0(5��³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC�´������DQG�5� PENNA, Il Mysterion Paolino, 15. 
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The PXVW=ULRQ LQ� 3DXO¶V� HSLVWOHV� ZLOO� EH� GHVFULEHG� LQ� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
investigation. We will VWXG\�3DXO¶V� WHDFKLQJ�RQ� WKH�P\VWHU\� LQ�JHQHUDO� IURP�KLV�
epistles in order to enter into the special investigation in Eph 1:3-14. 

3DXO¶V�&RQFHSW�RI�WKH�0\VWHU\ 

The Term PXVW=ULRQ is Connected with the Christ Revelation 

The mystery is not itself revelation. The mystery is the object of revelation. 

Hence PXVW=ULRQ is mostly used with terms for revelation: �SRN9OX5L9 (Rom 

16:25; Eph 3:3); �SRN�OESWHLQ (1Cor 2:10; Eph 3:5); JQZU?]HLQ (Rom 16:26; 

Eph 1:9; 3:3,5; Col 1:27); IDQHUR/Q (Rom 16:26; Col 1:26). This terminological 

data themselves show that proclamation does not merely give information about 

the effected revelation of the PXVW=ULRQ of God but itself belongs to the event of 

the PXVW=ULRQ and the occurrence of revelation
13

. 

In Col 1:26 PXVW=ULRQ stands in the context of the whole saving activity of 

*RG�GLUHFWHG� WRZDUG� WKH� HQWLUH�ZRUOG�� ³KLGGHQ� IRU� HRQV� DQG�JHQHUDWLRQV´� DV� WKH�
plan of salvation, but now revealed to Christians (WR�9��J?RL9) and realized 

through their proclamation of Christ among the nations. The PXVW=ULRQ is 

therefore the Christ proclaimed among the nations (Col 1:27), which is the ground 

and content of the present hope that the glory that is being revealed will be 

SHUIHFWHG��&RO�������,Q��7LP�����I�WKH�³PXVW=ULRQ RI�D�KRO\�OLIH´�LV�WKH�&KULVW-
event, as it is described in the following hymn from the cosmic perspective of the 

incarnation and exaltation and its proclamation
14

. 

The Term PXVW=ULRQ is Connected with the Kerygma of Christ 

The revelation of the PXVW=ULRQ takes place in the apostolic preaching: 

NDWDJJ;OOHLQ (1Cor 2:1); ODOH�Q (1Cor 2:7; Col 4:3); H/DJJHO?VDVTDL (Eph 

3:8); IZW?VDL (Eph 3:9); IDQHUR/Q (Col 4:4); JQZU?]HLQ�W#�PXVW=ULRQ�WR/ 

H/DJJHO?RX (Eph 6:19). The apostles are R�NRQCPRL�PXVWKU?ZQ��HR/ (1Cor 

4:1)
15

. 

In 1Cor 2:1 Paul designates his proclamation of the crucified Christ (1Cor 

1:23; 2:2) the PXVW=ULRQ�WR/��HR/. As mystery of God the history of the 

crucifixion and glorification of Jesus is removed from the grasp of worldly wisdom 

and characterised as a history which is prepared and fulfilled in the sphere of God. 

In 1Cor 2:7, the placement of JQ�PXVWKU?7 between VRI?DQ and the attributive 

participle W�Q��SR�H�UXPP;QKQ clearly indicates that the preposition is 

attributive to VRI?DQ and therefore defines VRI?DQ DV� ³D� KLGGHQ�ZLVGRP� Rf 

                                                           
13

L. CERFAUX, Cristo nella teologia di san Paolo, Roma 1979, 345-348; Cfr. G. 

%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´�����-821 and R. PENNA, Il Mysterion Paolino, 27-38. 
146HH�5�(��%52:1��³7KH�6HPLWLF�%DFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�17�0\VWHULRQ����´�Biblica 40 

(1959) 70-���DQG�+��.5b0(5��³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC´������� 
15*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´������ 
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*RG´16
, which for its part is the divine will to save, fulfilled in the crucifixion of 

Christ (1Cor 1:24). In 1Cor 2:8, the �EULR9�WK9�GC[K9 is included also in the 

reference of PXVW=ULRQ17
. 

The Term PXVW=ULRQ is Connected with the Eschatology 

The term PXVW=ULRQ has an eschatological sense
18

. In Rom 11:25f the 

PXVW=ULRQ�UHIHUV� WR� *RG¶V� VDYLQJ� DFWLYLW\� WRZDUG� ,VUDHO�� DQG� DOO� ,VUDHO� ZLOO� EH�
saved at the parousia, after the acceptance of the Gentiles. In 1Cor 15:51 Paul uses 

PXVW=ULRQ in connection with the death-life theme for the content of a statement 

about the transformation of Christians who are still living at the time of the 

parousia. In 2Thess 2:3f the successive phases of the last events preceding the 

parousia are revealed: apostasy and the manifestation of Antichrist. The time of 

apostasy is mysteriously described in 2Thess 2:7
19

. 

In Ephesians, the PXVW=ULRQ lacks the eschatological element. In Eph 1:9 the 

PXVW=ULRQ LV�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�FUHDWLYH�DQG�VDYLQJ�ZLOO�RQ�D�FRVPLF�VFDOH�
in the bringing together of all thing in Christ, which is then elaborated in Eph. 

chap.3. In Eph 3:3f the insight, granted by God, into the mystery of Christ, as in 

Col 1:26f, refers to the incorporation of Gentiles into the body of Christ, the 

Church (Eph 3:6). In Eph 5:31 the PXVW=ULRQ ecclesiologically refers to the bond 

between Christ and the Church
20

. 

In Ephesians the PXVW=ULRQ LV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��WKDW�DVSHFW�RI�*RG¶V�HYDQJHOLF�
plan which consists of the unification of the universe, including Jew and Gentile. 

In Eph 1:3-14 Paul shows us of the plan of God to be fulfilled in Jesus, and to be 

brought to its perfect consummation by the Holy Spirit. The plan of God is to sum 

up all things in Jesus, to make Jesus the Center of all things, of things in heaven 

and things in earth. So the plan of our salvation is also centred in Jesus. Our 

vocation, our election, our sanctification and future glorification, all were planned 

and decided upon by God dependently on Jesus through his passion, death and 

resurrection. Through his death, He atoned for our sins, and trough his 

resurrection, He sanctified us, made us the adopted sonship and opened for us the 

                                                           
16

The PXVW=ULRQ, i.e., the mysterious wisdom of God, is prepared before the world 

was (1Cor 2:7), concealed from the aeons (1Cor 2:8; Eph 3:9; Col 1:26; Rom 16:25) and 

hidden in God, the Creator of all things (Eph 3:9). 
176HH� .5b0(5�� ³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC´�� ����� 5�(�� %52:1�� ³7KH� 6HPLWLF�

%DFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�17�0\VWHULRQ����´�����-446 and R. PENNA, Il Mysterion Paolino, 39-

45. 
18

R. PENNA, Il Mysterion Paolino, 46-49. 
19

See R.E��%52:1��³7KH�6HPLWLF�%DFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�17�0\VWHULRQ����´�����-436, 

446-����DQG�*��%251.$00��³PXVW=ULRQ´�����-823; Cfr. L. CERFAUX, Cristo nella 

teologia di san Paolo, 367-370. 
206HH�5�(��%52:1��³7KH�6HPLWLF�%DFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�17�0\VWHULRQ����´����-84 and 

H. .5b0(5��³PXVW=ULRQV�RXV�WC´������ 
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gates of heaven. This work of our sanctification and divine filiation is done 

through the Holy Spirit
21

. 

Mystery in Eph 1:3-14 

The Structure of the Pericope 

There are many divisions proposed of Eph 1:3-14 with an attention of the 

three verbal affirmations (J[HO;[DWR ³FKRVH´� - JFDU?WZVHQ ³IDYRUHG´� - 

JSHU?VVHXVHQ ³ODYLVKHG´��RU�WKH�WKUHH�DRULVW�SDUWLFLSOHV��H/ORJ=VD9 ³EOHVVHG´�- 
SURVU?VD9 ³SUHGHVWLQHG´� - JQZU?VD9 ³PDGH� NQRZQ´�� RU� RWKHU� SRLQWV� RI�
RULHQWDWLRQ��WKH�UHSHWLWLRQ�³WR�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�KLV�JORU\´��WKH�SRVition of  JQ�&ULVW7 - 

JQ�7 - JQ�D/WM; the trinitarian pattern)
22

. Here I would like to distinguish a 

thematic division of the material. According to J.T. Trinidad there are three main 

ideas: 

 ³7KH�ILUVW��*RG�LQILQLWHO\�SHUIHFW�ZDQWHG�WR�H[HUFLVH�+LV�ERXQW\�on His creatures. 

In this He wanted that both his GC[D, the glorious showing forth of His divine 

Nature capable of producing such a creation, and His bounty, F9UL9, be praised. 

The second, as the chief Being, the one who could praise Him adequately, He 

selected Jesus. Jesus was to be Head and Centre of the whole creation. He was to 

sum up everything in Himself. All the blessings of God will be summed up in 

Jesus; and all the praises of the creatures will be represented in Jesus. As God-

Man, Jesus is the real Mediator who unites the Creator and the creation in 

Himself. Our blessing, therefore, consists in our having been elected in, and 

incorporated into, Jesus. The third, the work of our actual incorporation in Jesus 

LV�GRQH�E\�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW´23
. 

,W¶V� EDVHG� Rn this theme that I would like to divide the pericope into three 

SDUWV�� WKH� SODQ� RI�*RG� �Y��� HXORJ\�� Y��� HOHFWLRQ��� WKH�&KULVW¶V� FRQFHQWULF� FLUFOHV�
(vv.5-6 adoption as sonship, vv.7-8 redemption by his blood, vv.9-10 knowledge 

of the mystery); and the inteUYHQWLRQ� RI� WKH�+RO\� 6SLULW¶V�ZRUN� LQ� WKH� VDOYDWLRQ�

                                                           
21-�7��75,1,'$'��³7KH�0\VWHU\�+LGGHQ�LQ�*RG��$�6WXG\�RI�(SK����-��´��Biblica 31, 

Roma 1950, 1-2. 
22

Without having recourse to the hypothesis of a hymn (v.3), the majority of 

commentators divide Eph 1:3-14 into three parts: the intention of God from all eternity (4-

6), its enactment in time (7-12), and its especial application to the readers (13-14). T. 

,11,7=(5��³'HU�+\PQXV�LQ�(SK����-��´��Zeitschrift für catholische Theologie 28, 1904, 

612-621; attributed each part to a trinitarian structure: the election to the Father (4-6), the 

redemption to the Son (7-12), and our sanctification to the Holy Ghost (13-14); H. VON 

SODEN (Kolosser, Epheser, Philemon, Pastoralbriefe, Leipzig 1893, 106) modifies in the 

following form: the plan of God (4-6), its enactment in time (7-10), and its application to 

the faithful (11-14): first the election of the Jewish-Christians (11-12) and through them the 

election of the rest of the faithful (13-14); Cfr. A.T. LINCOLN, Ephesians, USA  1990, 12-

15. 
23-�7��75,1,'$'��³7KH�0\VWHU\�+LGGHQ�LQ�*RG´����� 
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(vv.11-12 salvation of the apostles, vv.13-14 salvation of the rest in the faithful). 

These parts can be described in the following argumentations
24

: 

7KH� ILUVW� SDUW��7KH� HXORJ\� SURSHU� �³EOHVVHG� LV�*RG�� WKH Father of our Lord 

-HVXV� &KULVW´� Y���� VWDQGV� DV� WKH� FHQWUDO� WKHPH�� ,W� LV� FRQQHFWHG� ZLWK� H/ORJHLQ 

H[WROOLQJ�*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ�RQ�XV� LQ�&KULVW��ZKLFK�LV�RXU�HOHFWLRQ�E\�*RG�LQ�&KULVW�
before the foundation of the world (v.4). 

The second part: Our election is defined more precisely as a vocation to 

VRQVKLS� �Y����� 2XU� VRQVKLS� LV�PHGLDWHG� WKURXJK� -HVXV�&KULVW�� +H� LV� QDPHG� ³WKH�
%HORYHG´� �Y���� EHFDXVH� LQ�+LP�*RG� SRXUHG� RXW� DOO� +LV� ORYH� DQG� WKURXJK�+LP�
included us in that love. By his blood we have redemption and forgiveness of sins 

(v.7) according to the riches of his grace. In this occasion the grace is described in 

D� UHODWLYH� FODXVH� DV� WKDW� ZKLFK� KH� ULFKO\� ODYLVKHG� XSRQ� XV� LQ� DOO� ³ZLVGRP� DQG�
LQVLJKW´��Y�����*RG¶V�DEXQGDQW�JUDFH��JUDQWHG�WR�XV�³LQ�ZLVGRP�DQG�LQVLJKW´, has 

revealed itself in God who has made known to us the mystery of his will (vv.9-10). 

The third part: This part corresponds in a sense to vv.7-8, which likewise lay 

stress on Christ, the mediator of salvation and intends to bring us (apostles vv.11-

12 and readers vv.13-14) to the level of the recipients of salvation. There are two 

steps, indicated by the two participles �NREVDQWH9 and SLVWHEVDXWH9, but these 

OHDG�XV�WR�WKH�PDLQ�VWDWHPHQW�³\RX�ZHUH�VHDOHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURPLVHG�+RO\�6SLULW´��E\�
which is meant the gracious saving event. The Holy Spirit is described in a relative 

FODXVH�DV�WKH�³WKH�JXDUDQWHH�RI�RXU�LQKHULWDQFH´� 

Exegesis of the Pericope 

3
 Blessed (H/ORJKWC9) the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly in Christ (JQ�&ULVWM) 

According to the analogy of verbals in -WR9��LW�PHDQV�SURSHUO\��QRW�³RQ�ZKRP�
bOHVVLQJ�LV�SURQRXQFHG´��EXW�³ZRUWK\�RI�EOHVVLQJ´��,Q�WKH�17��DOPRVW�DOZD\V�LQ�WKH�
LXX) it is used exclusively of God

25
. God is praised by the Christian community 

following old Jewish tradition of honouring God in short eulogies introduced by 

�N�� (LXX usually H/ORJKWC9��� ,Q� ,VUDHO� WKLV� LV� WKH� UHVSRQVH� WR� *RG¶V�
beneficent action, often experienced as miraculous. C. Westermann has shown that 

LQ�WKH�27�WKH�HDUOLHVW�IRUP�RI�EOHVVLQJ��³EHUDNDK´��RFFXUUHG�ZKHQ�DQ� LQGLYLGXDO�
UHVSRQGHG�VLPSO\�WR�DQ�DFW�RI�*RG¶V�GHOLverence or provision (Gen 14:20;24:27), 

WKDW� ODWHU� LW� EHFDPH� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK� WKH� FXOW� DQG� ZDV� XVHG� LQ� ,VUDHO¶V� FRUSRUHG�
worship (1Kgs 8:15,56), and that a further stage of development is evidenced by 

WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�³EHUDNDK´�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKH�ERRNV�RI�WKH�3Valter (Pss 41:13; 72:18-19; 

89:52; 106:48)
26

. 

                                                           
24

Cfr. R. SCHNACKENBURGH, The Epistle to the Ephesians. A Commentary, 

Edinburgh 1991, 47-49. 
25

T.K. ABBOTT, Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles to the 

Ephesians and to the Colossians,  Edinburgh 1979, 3. 
26

C. WESTERMANN, The Praise of God in the Psalms, London 1966, 87-89. Such 
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Though anchored firmly in Jewish worship, the liturgical form used by the 

author of Ephesians has a specifically Christian flavor in that the God of Israel, to 

ZKRP�SUDLVH�LV�DVFULEHG��LV�QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�³WKH�)DWKHU�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW´��
This formulation appears to have been a fixed pattern for Christian eulogies, since 

this is also the way the predicate is phrased in the other two major eulogies in the 

NT (2Cor 1:3-4 and 1Pet 1:3-12)
27

. 

*RG¶V�IDWKHUO\�ORYH�IRU�Jesus is the source of all our blessing. Since we share 

the blessing by our incorporation into Jesus, the Father of Jesus is also our Father; 

and the fatherly love which prompted God to sum up all his blessing in Jesus, 

prompted him also to bless us through, and in, Jesus. So that the Fatherhood of 

God should be dear to us also, as it extends to us through Jesus
28

. 

7KH�EOHVVLQJ�FRQVLVWV�RI�*RG¶V� VDYLQJ�DFWLYLW\� LQ�&KULVW�DQG� WKLV� IXOOQHVV�RI�
GLYLQH�EOHVVLQJ�FDQ�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�³VSLULWXDO´��QRW�EHFDXVH�LW�EHORQJV�WR�D�SHUVRQ¶V�
inner, hidden life but because it is bound up with the Holy Spirit. This sense of 

³VSLULWXDO´��DV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�SUHVHQFH�DQG�ZRUN�RI�WKH�6SLULW��LV�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�
Eph 1:13,14 and 5:19, which indicate that the present appropriation of the blessing 

of the inheritance occurs through participation in the Spirit
29

. 

The expression JQ�WRL9�JSRXUDQ?RL9 �³LQ� WKH� KHDYHQO\´�� LV� H[FOXVLYH� WR�
Ephesians where it appears five times (Eph 1:3,20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12)

30
. In the 

present context it has a spiritual sense which is conveyed by the local imagery: the 

DUHD�DQG�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�*RG¶V�DFWLYLW\�RU�RI�WKDW�RI�WKH�XQJRGO\�SRZHUV��,Q�(SK�
����WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�GRHV�QRW�FRQILQH�LWVHOI�WR�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�SODFH�RI�*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ�
or the treasury of his blessing, but refers to the whole course of events that God has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ
31

. 

All our blessings are summed up in Christ Jesus. According to Deissmann 

('LH�QHXWHVWDPHQWOLFKH�)RUPHO�³,Q�&KULVWR�-HVX´��0DUEXUJ�������WKH�IRUPXOD�³Ln 

&KULVW´�PHDQV�D�ORFDO�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�P\VWLFDO�ERG\��³,Q�&KULVWR´�DOZD\V�PHDQV�D�
union, a dependence of some sort upon Christ. We depend on him as the efficient 

cause of our sanctification. Our dependence consists in our very union with Jesus. 

In all theVH�FDVHV�³LQ�&KULVWR´�LPSOLHV�RXU�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�-HVXV32
. 

4
 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world that we 

should be holy and blameless before him in love. 
                                                           

 

eulogies remained dominant in Jewish worship and can be found in the Qumran literature 

��46���������4+������������������������������LQ�=HFKDULDK¶V�SUD\HU�RI�/N�����-75, and in 

rabbinic Judaism where they were the most characteristic formulae for prayer.  
27

A.T. LINCOLN, Ephesians, 11. 
28-�7��75,1,'$'��³7KH�0\VWHU\�+LGGHQ�LQ�*RG´���-5. 
29

A.T. LINCOLN, Ephesians, 19-20. 
30

The comparison of the five passages where the phrase occurs in this epistle 

sufficiently indicates that it refers to a place. In Eph 1:20 Christ after his passion, death and 

resurrection, was seated by the Father on his right and in heaven (Cfr. Eph 2:6; 3:10; 6:12). 

,Q�(SK�����UHPLQGV�XV�RI�RXU�/RUG¶V�SUD\HU��³2XU�)DWKHU�ZKR�DUW�LQ�KHDYHQ���´� 
31

R. SCHNACKENBURG, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 51. 
32-�7��75,1,'$'��³7KH�0\VWHU\�+LGGHQ�LQ�*RG´���-10. 
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�D�I9 �³HYHQ� DV´�� H[SUHVVLQJ� WKDW� WKH� EOHVVLQJ�ZDV� LQ� KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�ZKDW�
IROORZV��7KH�EOHVVLQJ�UHDOLVHG�WKH�HOHFWLRQ��7KH�*RG¶V�FKRLFH�KDV�D�IDPLOLDU�LGHD�LQ�
the OT. God had chosen Abraham so that in him the nations of the earth would be 

blessed, and Israel¶V� HOHFWLRQ� ZDV� QRW� IRU� KHU� RZQ� VHOI-indulgence but for the 

blessing of the nations. Christian believers also had this consciousness of being 

chosen to be the people of God. The element of JQ�D/WM �³LQ�KLP´��³LQ�&KULVW´��
signaled the sense of belonging to Christ. Our election is connected with the 

WKRXJK� WKDW� ZH� DUH� FKRVHQ� ³LQ� &KULVW´33
. We, therefore, being incorporated in 

Christ appropriate the holiness and immaculateness of Christ. This is a goal of the 

*RG¶V�FKRLFH�RI�KLV�SHRSOH��WR�EH�KRO\�DQG�EODPHOHVV in love. They should exhibit a 

SDUWLFXODU�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKH�*RG¶V�FKRLFH�RI�KLV�SHRSOH�LQ�&KULVW�
KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH�³EHIRUH�WKH�IRQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG´34

. It means that the election of 

ours took place in eternal relation to Christ. It is SUREDEO\�DV�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�*RG¶V�
choice from the beginning of time

35
. 

,Q� WKLV� SDUW�� WKHUHIRUH�� ZH� KDYH� EULHIO\� GHVFULEHG�*RG¶V� KHDYHQO\� EOHVVLQJ��
what it is in us, charity; what it makes us, holy and blameless; and how we acquire 

it: through our union in Jesus Christ. 

5
 He has predestined us for adoption as sonship through Jesus Christ 

according to the pleasure of his will 
6
 to the praise of the glory of his 

grace which he bestowed on us in the Beloved 

$URRU?VD9 �³SUHGHVWLQHG´�� JLYHV� WKH� UHDVRQ� RI� WKH� HOHFWLRQ�� 7KH� GLYLQH�
decision which makes sonship is the goal of who are elected. The term X�RTHV?D 

�³DGRSWLRQ� DV� VRQVKLS´�� HPSKDVL]HV� WKDW� E\� *RG¶V� IUHH� SUHGHVWLQLQJ� FKRLFH� KH�
adopts believers, taking them into his family and intimate fellowship, establishing 

them as his children and heirs. It stresses that this privileged relationship of 

NQRZLQJ�*RG�DV�)DWKHU�LV�³WKURXJK�WKH�DJHQF\�RI�&KULVW´��GL��],KVRX�&ULVWRX) 

DV�*RG¶V�6RQ36
. Sonship is a benefit of the salvation of the end-time and it comes 

to those included in the Son through whom that salvation has been inaugurated. 

                                                           
337KH�VHPDQWLF�ILHOG�³HOHFWLRQ´��³SUHGHVWLQDWLRQ´�LV�DOVR�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�3DXO��HVSHFLDOO\�

Rom 8:28c-9; 9:11; 1Cor 2:7, but never connected with the thought that we are chosen and 

SUHGHVWLQHG�³LQ�&KULVW´� 
34,Q�WKH�17�WKH�SKUDVH�³EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG´�LV�XVHG�RI�*RG¶V�ORYH�IRU�

Christ (Joh 17:24) and his purpose for Christ (1Pet 1:20); Cfr. also 2 Thess 2:13 is probably 

D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�*RG¶V�FKRLFH�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WLPHV��,Q���7LP�����JUDFH�LV�VDLG�WR�KDYH�
been given to believers before eternal times. 

35
A.T. LINCOLN, Ephesians, 22-����&IU��-�7��75,1,'$'��³7KH�0\VWHU\�+LGGHQ�LQ�

*RG´���-7. 
36

T.K. ABBOTT (The Epistles to the Ephesians and to the Colossians, 8-9) says that 

the words H�9�X�RTHV?DQ�GL��],KVRX�&ULVWRX EHORQJ�FORVHO\�WRJHWKHU��³XQWR�DGRSWLRQ�
WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW�XQWR�+LP�DV�+LV�VRQV´��&KULVW�LV�X�#9�JQ=VLR9, Son by His nature; we 

are sons only by adoption WKURXJK�+LP��&IU��*DO�����³*RG�VHQW� IRUWK�+LV�6RQ���� WKDW�ZH�
PLJKW� UHFHLYH� WKH� DGRSWLRQ� RI� VRQV´�� *DO� ����� ³<RX� DUH� VRQV� RI� *RG�� WKURXJK� IDLWK�� LQ�
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:/GRN?D �³JRRG� SOHDVXUH´�37
 correspond to the Hebrew �	�� and 

KLJKOLJKWV�*RG¶V�ZLOO�DV�KLV�JRRG�SOHDVXUH�RI�IDYRU��ZKLOH�WKH�+HEUHZ��	�� 

is translated by LXX as T;OKPD �³ZLOO´��� DQG� LQ� WKLV� FRQWH[W� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� DV�
VWUHVVLQJ�*RG¶V�ZLOO� DV� KLV� DFWLYH� UHVROYH�� KLV� UHGHPSWLYH� SXUSRVH�� ,W� VHUYHV� WKH�
function of reemphasizing that Christian existence as sonship not only has God as 

its goal but has him as its source, for it is grounded in him and is in accordance 

with his sovereign good pleasure and gracious resolution to redeem men and 

women. This redemption, which originated with God, has his own glorification as 

its end. The predestination, which iV�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�*RG¶V�JUDFH��UHVRXQGV�WR�WKH�
praise of the glory of that grace. JQ�WM��JDSKP;Q7 �³LQ�WKH�%HORYHG´�38

 expresses 

KRZ�WKLV�JUDFH�KDV�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WKH�LGHD�DOUHDG\�IRXQG�LQ�³LQ�
&KULVW´��������³LQ�KLP´�������DQG�³WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW´������39

. 

 
7
 in whom we have redemption trough his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins according to the riches of his grace 
8
 which he lavished upon us 

in all wisdom and insight 

Our redemption in Jesus Christ is described within the framework of divine 

plan of salvation. :Q�7 �³LQ� ZKRP´�� VWUHVV� RQ� -HVXV� &KULVW� DV� D� 0HGLDWRU� RI�
salvation. He has not only brought us redemption in a single historical event, but 

he remains the continuing source of our redemption at present. This redemption is 

D� ³GHOLYHUDQFH�� OLEHUDWLRQ´� WKURXJK� WKH� EORRG� RI� &KULVW�� ,W� PHDQV� WKDW� *RG¶V�
deliverance of his pHRSOH�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH�LQ�&KULVW¶V�KLVWRU\��LQ�KLV�VDFULILFLDO�GHDWK��
7KH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV�LV�LQ�DSSRVLWLRQ�WR�³UHGHPSWLRQ�WKURXJK�KLV�EORRG´40

 and so 

                                                           

 

&KULVW�-HVXV´��DOVR�+HE�����I��5RP���������������$�7��/,1&2/1��(SKHVLDQV������VD\V�WKDW�
WKH�WHUP�RI�³DGRSWLRQ�DV�VRQVKLS´�LV�WDNHQ�IURP�*UHFR-Roman law where it refered to the 

adoption as sons of those who were not so by birth. The word can be found in second 

century B.C.E. inscriptions and in the first century B.C.E. writings of Diodorus Siculus and 

Nicolaus Damascenus. A well-to-do but childless adult who wanted an heir would adopt a 

male, usually at an age other and than in infancy and frequendly a slave, to be his son. 
37

According to Jerome the word H/GRN?D ZDV� FRLQHG� E\� WKH�/;;� � ³UHEXV� QRYLV�
nova verba fingenWHV´��,W�PHDQV�HLWKHU�³JRRG�SOHDVXUH��SXUSRVH´��H/�GRNH?Q ³DV�LW�VHHPV�
JRRG�WR´��RU�³JRRG�ZLOO´�DFFRUGLQJ�DV�WKH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�LV�FRQFHLYHG�DV�LQ�WKH�DFWLRQ��RU�DV�IHOW�
towards a person.  

38
J.A. ROBBINSON, 6W�� 3DXO¶V� (SLVWOH� WR� WKH� (SKHVLDQV� London 1904, 229-233: 

EHOLHYHV� WKDW� ³WKH�%HORYHG´� LV� D�PHVVLDQLF� WLWOH� FXUUHQW� DPRQJ� WKH� -HZV� GXULQJ� WKH� ILUVW�
century C.E. though neither can offer any hard evidence for its pre-Christian usage in such 

a way. In the LXX it was used of Israel where it translates the hypoFRULVWLFRQ�RU�³SHW�QDPH´�
(Deut 32:15; 33:5,26; Isa 44:2), and more generally designates Israel as God's beloved 

people (Deut 33:12; Isa 5:1,7; Jer 11:15; 12:7). 
39

A.T. LINCOLN, Ephesians, 25-27. 
407KH�WHUP�³UHGHPSWLRQ´�LV�D�UDUH�ZRUG�LQ�QRQ-biblical Greek and appears only once in 

the LXX, in Dan 4:34, yet it occurs ten times in the NT, seven of these in the Pauline 

corpus. The Pauline concept of redemption has its root in the OT, where in particular the 

divine act of deliverance from Egypt was often described  in terms of redemption. The 

³UHGHPSWLRQ�WKURXJK�KLV�EORRG´�LV�IRXQG�LQ�&RO������³WKURXJK�WKH�EORRG�RI�KLV�FURVV´� 
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depicts the primary way in which believers experience their liberation at present. 

At the same time this H[SHULHQFH�LV�IUDPHG�E\�WKH�PHQWLRQ�RI�JUDFH��*RG¶V�ODYLVK�
grace not only provides redemption but also supplies, along with this, all necessary 

wisdom and insight to understand and live in the light of what he has done in 

Christ and its implications of thH�P\VWHU\�RI�*RG¶V�ZLOO41
. 

 
9
 has made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 

purpose which he had previously made in him 

7KH�*RG¶V�SODQ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�RXU�UHGHPSWLRQ�LQFOXGHG��LV�QRZ�QDPHG�
³WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�KLV�ZLOO´�DQG�D�QHZ�UHDVon for praising God exists in that he has 

³PDGH� NQRZQ´� �JQZU?VD9) this mystery to us. This is a clear link that the 

wisdom and insight, believers have been given, have to do in large part with the 

DELOLW\� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�*RG¶V�ZLOO�DQG� WKLV�KDs been made possible 

IURP�*RG¶V�VLGH�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�FKRVHQ�WR�PDNH�LW�NQRZQ��3DXO�XVHV�PXVW=ULRQ in 

a variety of ways
42

. In Colossians the use of PXVW=ULRQ to refer to the heart of 

3DXO¶V�PHVVDJH��*RG¶V�DFWLYLW\�LQ�&KULVW��EHFRPHV�FRQVWDQW�DQG�LW�LV�WKLV�UHference 

WR� WKH� HVFKDWRORJLFDO� IXOILOOPHQW� RI� *RG¶V� SODQ� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� LQ� &KULVW� WKDW� KDV�
LQIOXHQFHG�WKH�ZD\�WKH�ZULWHU�WR�WKH�(SKHVLDQV�VSHDNV�RI�³P\VWHU\´��(SK���������
3:3,4,9; 5:32 and 6:19)

43
. 

7KH�³JRRG�SXUSRVH�ZKLFK�KH�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�PDGH� LQ�KLP´�UHDIILUPV�*RG¶V�
activity of disclosing the mystery of his will what v.5 has asserted of his activiy of 

predestinating believers to adoption as sonship, namely, that such activities are in 

OLQH�ZLWK�*RG¶V�VRYHUHLJQ�DQG�HWHUQDO�SXUSRVH���;OKPD �³ZLOO´��IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
clause in v.9 and H/GRN?D �³JRRG� SOHDVXUH´�� LQ� WKLV� H[SUHVVLRQ� UHSHDW� WKH�
terminology of v.5, while SUR;THWR �³KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�PDGH´�� IXUWKHU� UHLQIRUFHV�
WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ�RU�SXUSRVH44

. 

 
10

 as a plan for the fullness of the times to unite all things in Christ, 

things in heaven and things on earth in him 

The purpose of God to make known the mystery of his will embraces history 

and its ordering. In the Greek world R�NRQRP?D �³SODQ��DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ´�45
 was 

regularly used for *RG¶V�RUGHULQJ�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��,Q�SDWULVWLF�
writings R�NRQRP?D was used to refer to the divine plan or economy of salvation 

                                                           
41

See R. SCHNACKENBURG, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 56-57 and A.T. 

LINCOLN, Ephesians, 27-29. 
426HH�QR���RI�WKLV�SDSHU��3DXO¶V�FRQFHSW�RI�P\stery. 
43

Eph 1:9,10; 3:3,4,9 and 5:32 all unfold different aspects of the one mystery of what 

God has done in Christ. Eph 6:19 has a similar aspect with Eph 1:10b. 
44

A.T. LINCOLN, Ephesians, 31. 
45"�NRQRP?D can refer to (1) the act of administering, (2) that which is administred, 

DQ� DUUDQJHPHQW� RU� SODQ�� DQG� ���� WKH� RIILFH� RU� UROH� RI� DQ� DGPLQLVWUDWRU�� D� SHUVRQ¶V�
stewardship.  
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and had close associations with covenant terminology
46

. In the Pauline corpus 

R�NRQRP?D is frequently used in close connection with PXVW=ULRQ (cfr. 1Cor 

4:1; Col 1:25-27; Eph 3:2-4:9). In Eph 1:10 R�NRQRP?D must be not to read as 

patristic plan of salvation sense and to stay with the active meaning of 

DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RU�RUGHULQJ��EXW�DV�*RG¶V�PDVWHU�SODQ�DQG�VLPSO\�Vynonymous with 

PXVW=ULRQ47
. 

7KLV�*RG¶V�SODQ� LV�RULHQWHG� WR� WKH� IXOOQHVV�RI� WKH� WLPHV���DLUR?, in plural, 

UHIHUV�WR�SHULRGV�RI�WLPH�DQG� WKH�ZKROH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�³WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�WKH�WLPHV´�
ZKLFK�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�YLHZ�RI�D�VHTXHQFH�RI�SHULRGV�RI�WLPH�XQGHU�*RG¶V�direction. 

³7KH�IXOOQHVV´�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�UHIOHFWV�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�WKLV�VHTXHQFH�RI�WLPH�ZLOO�FRPH�
to its climax, to its full measure. This is completely connected to the Christian 

HVFKDWRORJLFDO�WHUPLQRORJ\��LQ�ZKLFK�*RG¶V�P\VWHU\�LQ�&KULVW�LV�UHYHDOHG��UHDlised 

and developed
48

. 

Finally in what does the mystery of the divine will consist? This is 

LPSUHVVLYHO\�IRUPXODWHG�LQ�DQ�H[SODQDWRU\�LQILQLWLYH�FODXVH��³WR�VXP�XS�DOO�WKLQJV�
LQ�&KULVW��WKLQJV�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�WKLQJV�RQ�HDUWK�LQ�KLP´� 

The mystery which has beeQ�GLVFORVHG�WR�EHOLHYHUV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�*RG¶V�
purpose for history is his summing up of all things in Christ. The verb 

�QDNHIDODLIVDVTDL is derived from NHI9ODLRQ, not from NHIDO= �³KHDG´���
NHI9ODLRQ refers to the sum or summary, and �QDNHIDODLIVDVTDL mHDQV�³WR�
VXP� XS´� RU� ³WR� VXPPDUL]H´49�� 7KH� FRQFHSW� RI� ³VXPPLQJ� XS´� LQYROYHV�
recapitulation and it is likely that this is something of the force of the prefix �QD-, 

indicating a restoration of harmony with Christ as the point of reintegration. The 

summing up of all things, things in heaven
50

 and things on earth in Christ
51

 means 

                                                           
466HH� -��5(80$11�� ³2LNRQRPLD� �&RYHQDQW��7HUPV� IRU�+HLOVJHVFKLFKWH� LQ�(DUO\�

&KULVWLDQ�8VDJH´��NT 3 (1959) 282-292. 
476HH�:��722/(<��³6WHZDUds of God. An Examination of the Terms OIKONOMO6 

DQG�2,.2120,$�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW´��SJT (Scottish Journal of Theology) 19 (1966) 

81. 
48

See R. SCHNACKENBURG, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 59 and A.T. LINCOLN, 

Ephesians, 32; Cfr. LXX Dan 2:21; 4:37; Tob 14:5; 4Ezra 4:37; 2Apoc. Bar 40:3; 1QS 

4:18; 1QM 14:14; 1QpHab 7:2,13; Mk 1:15; Joh 7:8; Act 1:7; Gal 4:4; 1Thess 5:1; 1Tim 

�������,Q�*DO�����3DXO�WDONV�RI�WKH�³IXOOQHVV�RI�WLPH´�ZKHQ�*RG�VHQW�KLV�6RQ��EXW�3DXO�LV�
contrasting the time before Christ (under the Law) with the time fulfilled with Christ (the 

time of freedom). 
497KH�VHQVH�RI�³WR�VXP�XS´�LV�IRXQG�DOVR�LQ�5RP������ZKHUH�ORYH�LV�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�WKH�

comprehensive command which integrates the others, bringing them together under one 

focal point. 
50

A.T. LINCOLN (Ephesians������VD\V��7KH�³WKLQJV�LQ�KHDYHQ´�LQFOXGH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�
force, both good and evil, which compete for the allegiance of humanity, and their mention 

here particularly emphasizes the point, which will be made explicitly in Eph 1:21,22, that 

no KRVWLOH�KHDYHQO\�SRZHU�FDQ�WKZDUW�*RG¶V�SXUSRVH�LQ�&KULVW� 
51

The divine purpose is to sum up all things JQ�&ULVWM. The JQ�D/WM �³LQ�KLP´��DW�
the end of the verse repeats this thought. This thought could be taken in a general 

LQVWUXPHQWDO�VHQVH�DV�³E\�PHDQV�RI�WKH�&KULVW�HYHQW´��RU�LW�FRXOG�EH�WKDW��DV�ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RI�
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the unifying of the cosmos. One thing is clear from Eph 1:10: the unification of the 

universe
52

 in Christ, the restoration of the divine rule of the universe has already 

taken place. Christ is the one in whom God chooses to sum up the universe, in 

whom he restores the harmony of the cosmos. 

There are four new ideas in this part. The first, divine grace which, as has 

been said in the preceding part, makes us holy, without blemish, the sonship, now 

adds two new aspects: 1) it liberates us from sin; 2) it is wisdom and prudence. It 

illumines our intellect and guides our will. As wisdom it helps us to understand the 

purpose of the divine will; as prudence it helps us to lead a sinless life. The second, 

our sanctification is realized by way of redemption. We are freed from the slavery 

of sin. The third, this redemption is brought about by the death of Jesus Christ. The 

fourth, the redemption of the human race is only a part of God's economy. His full 

plan is to make Christ the centre of all things: to sum up in him all things. He 

epitomizes in his person the entire creation. 

 
11

 in whom we also appointed what is allotted to us predetermined 

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things, according 

to the counsel of his will 
12

 that we might exist for the praise of his glory, 

we who have already hoped in Christ 

The cognate noun NOKUR9��PHDQV�SURSHUO\�³D�ORW´��OLNH�WKH�(QJOLVK�³ORW´��³D�
SRUWLRQ�DOORWWHG´�RU�³SRUWLRQ´�JHQHUDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG. The verb NOKUCZ PHDQV�³WR�
FKRRVH�RU�DSSRLQW�E\�ORW´��DQG�KHQFH�WKH�SDVVLYH�KDV�WKH�IRUFH�RI��³WR�EH�DSSRLQWHG�
E\�ORW´53

. In Eph 1:11 NOKUCZ VKRXOG�EH�UHQGHUHG�³ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�DV�*RG¶V�
SRUWLRQ´�� L�H��� DVVLJQHG� E\� *RG� KLPVHOI� DV� KLV� RZQ� ORW�� 7KH� JRDO� RI� WKLV� *RG¶V�
SXUSRVH�LQ�FKRRVLQJ�LV�WKDW�³ZH´�PLJKW�H[LVW� IRU�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�KLV�JORU\��)XUWKHU��
ZKR�KDYH�WR�H[LVW�IRU�WKH�SUDLVH�LV�GHVFULEHG�DV�³ZH´�ZKR�KDYH�DOUHDG\�KRSHG�LQ�
Christ. JQ�WM &ULVWM �³LQ�&KULVW´��GHQRWHV�WKH�REMHFW�RI��PD9 �³ZH´��ZKR�KDYH�
hoped. There are two opinions about �PD9. The first, it is the Jewish Christians, 

who have first in time hoped in Messiah before the Gentiles
54

. The second, it is all 

                                                           

 

this phrase or its equivalent in Eph 1:3,4,5, the more specific notion of this representation: 

Christ sums up the cosmos. 
52

T.K. ABBOTT (The Epistle to the Ephesians and to the Colossians, 19) says: 

W��S9QWD �³DOO�WKLQJV´��VKRZV�WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�WKH�XQLWLQJ�RI�WKLQJV�LQ�KHDYHQ�ZLWK�WKLQJV�RQ�
earth that is expressed. These are named in order to express the greatest universality. 

53
See T.K. ABBOTT, The Epistle to the Ephesians and to the Colossians, 19. In the 

papyri the passive of NOKUCZ FDQ�VLPSO\�PHDQ�³WR�EH�GHVWLQHG��FKRVHQ´��7KH�FRJQDWH�QRXQ�
NOKUR9 is used in Col 1:12 where God is said to have qualified believers for a share in the 

lot of the holy ones in light. In the LXX NOKUR9 was employed in the context of division of 

WKH�ODQG�E\�ORW�IRU�LQKHULWDQFH��1XP������������IRU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�,VUDHOLWH¶V lot or portion in 

JHQHUDO��3URY�������:LV�����������DQG�IRU�,VUDHO�DV�*RG¶V�ORW�RU�SRUWLRQ��'HXW����������������
This notion is a frequent one in Qumran (1QS 4:26; 11:7; 1QH 3:22). 

54
J.A. ROBINSON, 6W��3DXO¶V�(SLVWOH� WR� WKH�(SKHVLDQV, 34-35 and T.K. ABBOTT, 
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Christians who have hoped in Christ (Jewish and Gentile believers)
55

. J.T. Trinidad 

indicated more specially �PD9 to the apostles, who were all of the Jewish race. He 

says: 

 The mystery may be considered under two aspects: in general and in its 

enactment. In general: the mystery is planned in Jesus (vv.9-10), to be 

extended to all alike (vv.4-7). In its enactment: the apostles were first 

elected (vv.11-12), and trough them the other faithful (vv.13-14). This 

explanation is recommended by the following reasons: 

 ��� 6SHDNLQJ� RI� *RG¶V� HOHFWLRQ�� 6W�� 3DXO�PDNHV� QR� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ�
Jews and Gentiles (cfr. vv.4.5.6.8). 

 2) The verb JNOKUMTKPHQ is perhaps better understood of the apostles. 

�OKUCZ RULJLQDO\�PHDQW�³WR�FKRVH�E\�ORW´��WKH�SDVVLYH�³WR�EH�FKRVHQ�E\�
ORW´�� %XW� VLQFH� ZLWK� *RG� QRWKLQJ� KDSSHQV� IRUWXLWRXVO\�� WKH� YHUE� ZKHQ�
XVHG� RI� *RG� FDQ� PHDQ� ³WR� FKRRVH� IRU� KLV� KHULWDJH�� IRU� KLPVHOI´�� 7KH�
apostles were specially chosen for, and intimately connected with the 

propagation of the Gospel, with the carrying out of the plan of God. 

 ���9HUVH����VHHPV�WR�IDYRXU�WKLV�UHVWULFWLRQ�RI�³ZH´�WR�WKH�DSRVWOHV��:H�
SUHDFKHG��³\RX�EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ´� 

 ���7KH�SKUDVH�³WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�H[LVW�IRU�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�KLV�JORU\´�LV�EHWWHU�
understood of the apostles. The apostles contribute positively to the 

unfolding of the plan of God. The apostles make effective the redemption 

of Christ (cfr. Rom 10:14; 1Cor 3:9; Col 1:24)
56

. 

 
13

 in whom you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation in which you also, when you came to faith, were sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit 
14 

who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 

*RG¶V�UHGHPStion of his possession to the praise of his glory. 

Literally the Greek JQ�7�ND?�/PHL9 VKRXOG�EH�WUDQVODWHG�³LQ�KLP�\RX�DOVR���´�
DQG� EH� FRPSOHWHG� E\� ³ZHUH� VHDOHG´�� 7KH� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� ³ZH´� LQ� Y���� DQG�
³\RX´�LQ�Y���57

 indicates to the first-and second-JHQHUDWLRQ�EHOLHYHUV��7KH�³\RX´�LQ�
v.13 marks the point at which the letteU¶V� UHFLSLHQWV�DUH�DGGUHVVHG�DQG�H[SOLFLWO\�
drawn into the blessing offered by believers in general as they are reminded of 

their reception of the gospel. They, also, the recipients of the letter, have achieved 

D�SDUW�LQ�&KULVW¶V�DFW�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��,Q�WKLV�verse to make the readers aware of their 

own experience of salvation, the author gives a brief description of their route into 

the Christian community: they have heard the word of truth, the gospel of their 

salvation, and have come to faith. This formulation takes up the terminology of the 

                                                           

 

The Epistle to the Ephesians and to the Colossians, 21. There is the distinction between 

Jewish and Gentile Christians. 
55

R. SCHNACKENBURG, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 63-64. 
56-�7��75,1,'$'��³7KH�0\VWHU\�+LGGHQ�LQ�*RG´����-23. 
57:KR� LQWHUSUHWV� ³ZH´� � LQ� Y���� DV� -HZLVK� &KULVWLDQV� WDNHV� ³\RX´� LQ� Y���� DV� D�

contrasting reference to Gentile Christians. 
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HDUO\�&KULVWLDQ�PLVVLRQ�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�³KHDULQJ�WKH�ZRUG´��FIU��5RP������-17; Acts 

������ ��������� ������� DQG� WKH�PHVVDJH� LV� GHVLJQDWHG� DV� ³WKH�ZRUG� RI� WUXWK´58
, a 

WHUP�ZKLFK�FRQWLQXHV�3DXO¶V�HPSKDVLV�RQ�KLV�DSRVWROLF�JRVSHO�as truth (e.g., Gal 

�������� ����� �&RU� ����� ����� &RO� ������ ³:RUG� RI� WUXWK´� IRFXVHV� RQ� WKH� DSRVWROLF�
JRVSHO�DV�UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�*RG¶V�VDYLQJ�SXUSRVH�DQG�KXPDQLW\
V�SODFH�LQ�LW��
as providing access to the truth, and as having truth as its content (cfr. Eph 

4:14,15,21)
59

. 

As regards acceptance of the Christian gospel, believing can be seen to be the 

vital link between hearing the word and receiving the Spirit. When they believed, 

WKH� UHDGHUV� RI� WKLV� HSLVWOH�ZHUH� VHDOHG�ZLWK� WKH�6SLULW��7KH� WHUP� ³VHDOLQJ´60
 is a 

reference to the actual reception of the Spirit on the part of the readers. The 

EHOLHYHUV¶�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�6SLULW� LV� WKH�VLJQ�WKDW� WKH\�EHORQJ� WR�*RG�LQ�D�VSHFLDO�
sense and have been stamped with the character of their owner. This Spirit is called 

³WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�RI�SURPLVH´��7KH�DXWKRU�LV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�³SURPLVH´�EHFDXVH�
it belongs to the mystery of Christ which is now revealed that the heathen are 

made partakers of the promise in Christ
61

. 

7KH�6SLULW� LV�EHVWRZHG�XSRQ�XV�DV�D�³JXDUDQWHH´�ZKLFK�allows us to expect 

*RG¶V�IXOO�³SD\PHQW´62
 of our inheritance, the riches of his glory. In the context of 

2Cor 5:5 the complete inheritance guaranteed for the believer by his or her present 

experience of the Spirit is the spiritual resurrection of the body. The use of the 

metaphor by the author to the Ephesians indicates a maintenance of the Pauline 

                                                           
58,Q�&RO����� WKH�JRVSHO� LV�FDOOHG�³WKH�ZRUG�RI� WUXWK´�� ,Q�3DXO� WKH�JRVSHO�FDQ�DOVR�EH�

FDOOHG�³ZRUG�RI� WKH�/RUG´���7KHVV�������7KHVV������� ³ZRUG�RI�*RG´� ��7KHVV����3; 1Cor 

��������³ZRUG�RI�&KULVW´��&RO��������³ZRUG�RI�OLIH´��3KLO��������RU�³ZRUG�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ´�
(2Cor 5:19). 

59
See R. SCHNACKENBURG, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 64-65 and A.T. 

LINCOLN, Ephesians, 38. 
60

The seal-motif was used in various ways in antiquity: the Christian use follows the 

OT and Judaism, be it in Ezek 9:4-6 where the Tau on the forehead is a sign of election, 

belonging and protection (Cfr. Rev 7:2-8; 9:4; 4 Ezra 6:5), or in the significance of 

FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DV�³VHDO´��ZKLFK�3DXO�KDV�WDNHQ�Rver in Rom 4:11. Baptism, according to Col 

�����LV�D�³FLUFXPFLVLRQ�RI�&KULVW´��+HQFH�VRPH�ZULWHUV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�³VHDOLQJ´�LQ�(SK������
LV� DOVR� D� UHIHUHQFH� WR� WKH� UHDGHUV¶� EDSWLVP�� %XW� 7�.�� $%%277� �The Epistle to the 

Ephesians and to the Colossians, 22) and R. SCHNACKENBURG (The Epistle to the 

Ephesians, 65) say that it is no reason to suppose such a reference to Eph 1:13 and the noun 

³VHDO´��KDV�QR�V\PEROLF�YDOXH�IRU�%DSWLVP�LQ�WKH�17� 
61

R. SCHNACKENBURG, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 65. 
628UUDEIQ  is a loan word from the Hebrew �V��� (Cfr. Gen 38:17-20 where it 

RFFXUV�WKUHH�WLPHV�DQG�LV�XVXDOO\�WUDQVODWHG�DV�D�³SOHGJH´���DQG�LQ�+HOOHQLVWLF�*UHHN�EHFDPH�
the ordinary commercial term for a down payment or first installment. Paul uses the term as 

a metaphor to show that God has given us the Spirit as a guarantee (2Cor 1:22; 5:5) just as 

in Rom 8:23 he describes the Spirit of our future complete redemption. In a down payment, 

that which is given is part of a greater whole, is of the same kind as that whole, and 

functions as a guarantee that the whole payment will be forthcoming. 
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³DOUHDG\�QRW�\HW´�HVFKDWRORJLFDO�WHQVLRQ��7KH�6SLULW�LV�VHHQ�DV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�DJH�
to come given ahead of time in history, but as still only the beginning and 

guarantee of the full salvation of the age which is yet to come. In Eph 1:14 it is the 

QRWLRQ�RI�³LQKHULWDQFH´�ZKLFK�FRQYH\V� WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI� VDOYDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�IXWXUH��
7KH� DXWKRU� FRQILUPV� WKH� DVSHFW� RI� HVFKDWRORJ\� E\� WKH� VWDWHPHQW� ³IRU� WKH�
redemption of thH� SRVVHVVLRQ´��7KH� ³UHGHPSWLRQ´� KDV� LQ�KLV� YLHZ� DOUHDG\� WDNHQ�
place through the blood of Christ (Eph 1:7) and yet can be seen by the individuals 

UHGHHPHG�DV�VWLOO�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG��:KLOH�LQ�(SK�����WKH�³UHGHPSWLRQ´�ZDV�WUHDWHG�DV�
a present possession of believers, here in Eph 1:14 (also Eph 4:30) it has a future 

reference
63

. 

,Q�WKLV�SDUW�ZH�VHH�WKDW�LQ�WKH�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�RI�*RG¶V�SODQ��QHZ�IDFWRUV�FRPH�LQ��
1) the ministry of the apostles; 2) the intervention of the Holy Spirit. This 

intervention is in putting into effect the redemption of the elect by the infusion of 

sanctifying grace and the divine indwelling, and in reassuring the elect of the 

inheritance, seen of the glory of heaven. 

Conclusion 

The study of Eph 1:3-14 give us a most comprehensive view of the mystery. 

We see how the plan of God in the mystery, is truly the glorious manifestation of 

his bounty and power. All things are summed up in Jesus. All things find the 

reason for their existence in Jesus. Jesus is the Centre of the whole creation. 

The actual carrying out of this plan is: (1) The passion of Jesus that has 

redeemed us from the slavery of sin. (2) The preaching of the apostles that has 

brought us faith. (3) The active intervention of the Holy Spirit that infuses into us 

sanctifying grace and reassures us of our heavenly inheritance. (4) The grace 

infused into our soul, frees us from the slavery of sin; causes us to be holy and 

without blemish, for it implants charity into our hearts; makes us the sonship with 

a right to the heavenly inheritance; illumines our intellect and guides our will. 
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