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This research aimed at investigating the students’ motivation in 
English learning as a second language. The method used was a 

survey by randomly asking the students in Pritchard English 

Academy (PEACE) to fill out a questionnaire which adapted from 

Attitude Motivation Test Battery (AMTB) designed by R.C. 

Gardner. The questionnaire was administered to a group of 30 

students who come from intermediate until advanced level. The 

data were analyzed by using SPPS program. It was used to find 

out mean score and standard deviation. The main findings show 

that the students are relative “highly” motivated and found to be slightly more “instrumentally” motivated to learn English. This 
reveals that instrumental motivation is a significant factor 

among this group of students learning English. Based on this study’s findings, some relevant and useful motivational learning 
implications are recommended for enhancement and improvement of the students’ motivation. 
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1. Introduction 

Foreign language teaching, especially English in Indonesia is still far from successful. The students’ English proficiency which formally has been studying since elementary school level is still considered as inadequate. It is proven by the findings, such as the students’ score in a daily 

test at school or even national exam are still unsatisfactory. The low frequency of the usage of 

English among students is also a common thing in this country. It is caused by the feeling of 

anxiety and less of confident to communicate using English. Based on those problems, it is a must 

for the teacher to improve the quality of teaching English becomes effective and more efficient 

for the students.  

There are many types of research and theories discussed teaching and learning English in 

Indonesia. Most of them argue that there are some factors affect the success in teaching English. 

Those factors are a teacher, students, curriculum, teaching material, and learning facilities. 

Students are one of the important factors. They learn English because of the motivation that they have. The students’ motivation will influence their success in learning. One research related to motivation shows that students’ motivation has an important role in carrying the students 
becomes a success in English. 

There are two kinds of motivation in learning English as a second language as proposed by 

Gardner and Lambert (1972), namely integrative and instrumental motivation. Integrative 

motivation means the desire to learn a language in order to communicate with people from 

another culture who speak that language, while Instrumental motivation refers to the desire to 

learn a language because it would fulfill certain positive goals, such as getting a job, passing an 

examination, etc. 

The research was done by Marlina (2007) which related to students’ motivation in learning 
English as the second language found that most of the students learn English because they want 

to get a better job, as they know English is an international language. This motivation refers to 

instrumental motivation which can influence the success in learning English. Pritchard English 

Academy (PEACE) is a school of English which is located in Dalung, Badung district. It has 75 

students which come from elementary until advanced level. Those all students have a different motivation in learning English. This study tries to investigate the level of students’ motivation in 
learning English and also to know whether they predominantly integratively or instrumentally 

motivated towards English learning. 

 

2. Research Method 

30 students from Pritchard English Academy (PEACE) were selected as samples. All those 

students were from two different levels. The level of students was grouped based on the result of 

placement test in the beginning. In total 30 students who were delivered a questionnaire, 15 

students were from the intermediate level, and the other 15 students were from advanced level.  

This study is a kind of survey. It is conducted by delivering a questionnaire to each sample. 

The questionnaire is adapted from Attitude Motivation Test Battery (AMTB) designed by R.C. 

Gardner. A questionnaire consists of 10 statements, 5 statements for integrative motivation, 5 

statements for instrumental motivation. The questionnaire consists of two parts, such as:  
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a) Integrative motivation (Cultural and social goals) 

There are 5 statements to know whether the students have the integrative motivation or not, 

such as: 

1) Studying English is important because it will make me more educated.  

2) Studying English is important because other people will respect me more if I know 

English.  

3) I wish I were fluent in English.  

4) I wish I could have many native English speaking friends.  

5) I want to learn other culture and understand the world better.  

b) Instrumental motivation (Career related and academic goals) 

In this type, there are 5 statements to know whether the students have the instrumental 

motivation or not, such as:  

1) Studying English is important because I will need it for my career.  

2) Studying English is important because it will be useful in getting a good job.  

3) I want to get grade “A” in my English class all the time.  
4) If I can speak English, I will use it for entering college abroad.   

5) I would feel quite relaxed if I had to give street directions in English.  

The students have to respond each statement whether they strongly disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, and strongly agree. The students may choose ‘neutral’. There is no right and 
wrong answer. 

The data obtained from the questionnaires were analyzed using the SPSS program. The data concerning subjects’ general background as well as their comments were calculated and 
presented in percentage. A five-point scale was used to measure the level and type of subjects’ 
learning motivation. Such scale was used in the questionnaire to specify the level of the 

agreement or disagreement based on the following criteria: 

 

Table. 1 

Mean Range for Motivation Level 

 

Mean Range Interpretation 

3.68 – 5.00 High degree of Motivation 

2.34 – 3.67 Moderate degree of Motivation 

1.00 – 2.33 Low degree of Motivation 

 

3. Results and Analysis This part presents overall details of the study’s results. The following two tables (Table 2 and 
3 ) outlines all the 10 statements, their resulting itemized mean scores, using descriptive 

statistics of Mean scores and Standard Deviation (S.D.) and their corresponding motivation 

levels, which serve as the basis for further interpretation and implications. The following Table 2 

contains 5 instrumentally motivated related items. 

 

Table 2 

Instrumental Motivation 

 

No  Instrumental Motivation Mean S.D Rating of 

Motivational 

Level 

1 Studying English is important because it will make 

me more educated.  
4.43 0.91 

High 

2 Studying English is important because other people 

will respect me more if I know English.  
4.53 0.50 

High 
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3 I wish I were fluent in English.  4.30 0.75 High 

4 I wish I could have many native English speaking 

friends.  
4.10 0.60 

High 

5 I want to learn other culture to understand the 

world better.  
4.57 0.92 

High 

 Total 4.38 0.71 High 

 

Table 2 reveals that the respondents possessed a high level of instrumental motivation. This 

is clearly seen by the average mean score of 4.38 in the table. Statement number 5 has the 

highest mean (4.57). The statement number 2 has an average mean score of 4.53. The statement 

number 1 has an average mean score of 4.43. And the statement number 3 has an average mean 

score of 4.30. The lowest mean score of 4.10 is statement number 4. However, the overall mean 

score of instrumental motivation demonstrates a high level of motivation. 

 

Table 3 

Integrative Motivation 

 

No  Integrative Motivation Mean S.D Rating of 

Motivational 

Level 

6 Studying English is important because I will need it 

for my career.  
4.80 0.40 

High 

7 Studying English is important because it will be 

useful in getting a good job.  
4.17 0.50 

High 

8 I want to get grade “A” in my English class all the 
time.  

4.23 0.62 
High 

9 If I can speak English, I will use it for entering 

collage abroad.   
4.37 0.71 

High 

10 I would feel quite relaxed if I had to give street 

directions in English.  
3.57 0.50 

Moderate 

 Total 4.22 0.57 High 

 

Table 3 reveals that the respondents possessed a high level of integrative motivation. This is 

clearly seen by the average mean score of 4.22 in the table. Statement number 6, 9, 8, and 7 show 

the highest level of integrative motivation with the mean scores of 4.80, 4.37, 4.23, and 4.17. The 

statement number 10 has the lowest mean score which is 3.57 and is considered as a moderate 

level of motivation.  

 

Table 4 

The Comparison between Instrumental and Integrative Motivation 

 

Motivation Mean S.D. Meaning 

Instrumental Motivation 4.38 0.71 High 

Integrative Motivation 4.22 0.57 High 

Total 4.30 0.64 High 

 

Table 4 presents the comparison between instrumental and integrative motivation. It reveals 

that the mean score of instrumental motivation (4.38) is higher than the mean score of 

integrative motivation (4.22). However, the overall mean scores of both types of the motivation 

of 4.30 are considered as a high degree of motivation. 

The overall results reveal that the students are highly motivated to learn English. This finding answers the research question of what the level of the subjects’ motivation is. Based on the 
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comparison and assessment, it is discovered that the students are slightly more strongly 

instrumentally motivated to learn English. This finding has relevant implications and should be 

recommended for further training or studies. 

Based on the findings of this study, the results are unique for these particular students: i.e 

their high motivation in both instrumental and integrative aspects and even with a slight 

dominance in instrumental motivation. Moreover, the study of students in other institutions with 

largely different context may results significantly different. Further researchers should also 

include more and several of institutions or school, both international and national. 

As the English learning motivation is one of the most important learning factors, the need to 

determine the actual motivational situations of any students group is useful. This is for the 

benefit of their language-learning effectiveness and proficiency. 

 

4. Conclusion 

In conclusion, this study was conducted to provide some insights into the level and type of 

motivation of the students at Pritchard English Academy (PEACE). Using the survey method, the questionnaires were proposed by Gardner’s (1985) ‘Attitude Motivation Test Battery (AMTB),’ 
and then were analyzed by using SPSS program. 

The study provides useful knowledge and information for the institute to improve their 

English courses. Motivation in English language learning of the students can be a great source of 

knowledge and understanding to implement relevant programs or activities to stimulate the 

more motivating learning atmosphere. Students with adequate motivation will become efficient 

language learners with ultimate language proficiency. 
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