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ABSTRACT

BACKGROUND: Lack of knowledge in reproductive health and weak
parental control may have undesired impact on children. There appeared
the need of sex education and teaching in reproductive health for school
children. This study aimed to investigate the need and effect of sex educa-
tion on awareness and knowledge in reproductive health among primary
school students.

SUBJECT AND METHODS: This was a qualitative study conducted in
Klaten, Central Java. Some students from Kanisius Primary School,
Jombor, Klaten, were selected as study subjects. The intervention in this
study was sex education and reproductive health class, integrated with
science, physical education, and religion classes. The data were collected
by in-depth interview and observation.

RESULTS: School children under study expressed the need for sex
education and reproductive health, in order to inform and to raise aware-
ness on these topics among them. In Kanisius Primary School under study,
sex education and teaching in reproductive health were integrated with
science, physical education, and religion classes. Qualitative evaluation
showed that sex education and teaching in reproductive health had been
able to increase awareness in sexual problem, increase knowledge in
reproductive organs, reproductive health, and sexually-transmitted
diseases. They were more knowledgeable on how to anticipate sexual
harassment and to prevent sexually-transmitted diseases. They were also
aware of the need to avoid pornography.

CONCLUSION: There is a need of integrated sex education and teaching
in reproductive health among school children. This sex education and
teaching in reproductive health can improve knowledge in reproductive
health, increase awareness of sexual issues, and anticipate sexual
harassment among primary school students.
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