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Abstract

This study aims to bring to light a tafsir (exegesis) leaflet which belongs to Jamâl-i Khalwatî (d.
899/1494) who lived in 17th century and became famous with the name “Çelebi Halife”. Jamâl-i
Khalwatî, who lived in the time of 2nd Bayezid and who was a versatile scholar, wrote many books
on Islamic sufism, tafsir and hadith. The work called Kitâbu al-Nûriyya ve Kawkabu al-Durriyya,
which is the subject of this study, is a tafsir leaflet in which the author basically deals with the
exegesis of the verse 24/35 (Surah al-Nur) and makes evaluations on some points that he considered
important. This leaflet, in which characteristics of Ishari tafsir can be seen, forms a remarkable
part of the literature composed in time within the context of the mentioned verse. The verified
publication was made on the basis of the five attained versions of the work. In the study, firstly
some information about Jamâl-i Khalwatî’s life and works are given, the characterization of the
versions that were taken as the base for verification and the method used are specified and the text
is given after a short evaluation about the content of the work.

Keywords: Jamâl-i Khalwatî, Surah al-Nur (24/35), Tafsir Leaflet, Verified, Exegesis, Critical
Edition. 

Öz

Bu çalışma, XV. yüzyılda yaşamış olan ve Çelebi Halîfe adıyla şöhret bulan Cemâl-i  Halvetî’ye
(v. 899/1494) ait bir tefsir risalesini gün yüzüne çıkarmayı amaçlamaktadır. II. Beyazıd devrinde
yaşayan ve çok yönlü bir ilim adamı olan Cemâl Halvetî’nin tasavvuf, tefsir ve hadise dair pek çok
eseri bulunmaktadır. Bu çalışmanın konusu olan Kitâbü’n-Nûriyye ve Kevkebü’d-Dürriyye adlı
eser, müellifin temelde Nur 24/35 ayetinin tefsirini ele aldığı ve önemli gördüğü birkaç konu
hakkında da değerlendirmelerde bulunduğu bir tefsir risalesidir. İşarî tefsirin karakteristik
özelliklerinin görüldüğü bu risale, ilgili ayetin tefsiri bağlamında zaman içerisinde oluşan literatürün
önemli bir parçasını oluşturmaktadır. Tahkikli neşir, eserin ulaşılan beş nüshası üzerinden
yapılmıştır. Çalışmada, öncelikle Cemâl-i Halvetî’nin hayatı ve eserleri hakkında bilgi verilmiş,
tahkikte esas alınan nüshaların tavsifi ve izlenen yöntem belirtilmiş ve eserin muhtevası hakkında
yapılan kısa bir değerlendirmeden sonra metin verilmiştir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cemâl-i  Halvetî, Nur Suresi 24/35, Tefsir Risalesi, Tahkik, Tefsir, Edisyon
Kritik.
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Giriş 

1. The Life and Works of Jamâl-i Khalwatî 

Although the name of Jamâl-i Khalwatî (d. 899/1494), who is considered an im-
portant scholars of 17th century and who contributed to the development of Islamic 
sufism culture, is given in various ways1 in different resources, his exact personal rec-
ord is Abul-Fuyuzât Muhammad b. Hameeduddin b. Mahmood b. Muhammad b. 
Jamâleddin el-Aksarâyî.2 The birth date of Jamâl-i Khalwatî, who is known as Çelebi 
Halife, cannot be determined exactly and what is more, his place of birth is controver-
sial. According to the records Ottoman Authors3 and Tomâr-ı Turuk-ı Aliyye4, he is 
from Amasya; however, there is available information in other resources saying that he 
is from Aksaray.5 The lineage of Jamâl-i Khalwatî’s fourth generation grandfather 
Jamâleddin el-Aksarâyî (d. 791/1388-89 (?)), who was an Ottoman scholar, depends on 
his fourth generation grandfather Fakhr al-din al-Râzî (d. 606/1210),6 who was a great 
glossator. According to this, Jamâl-i Khalwatî is the fourth generation grandson of 
Jamâleddin el-Aksarâyî and eighth generation grandson of Fakhr al-din al-Râzî7 and 
comes from a family with scientific tradition. Çelebi Halife, who is also known as the 
founder of Jamâliyyah branch of Khalwatiyyah dervish order, lived in the time of 2nd 
Beyazid and went to Istanbul upon the invitation of the Padishah. According to the 
record Sefîne-i Evliyâ, he was the first to perform âyeen-i tareqat-i Khalwatiyyah in 
Dersaâdet. 8 

Jamâl-i Khalwatî who wrote books about tafsir and hadith along with Islamic su-
fism, is known as one of the most productive sufis of Ottoman Empire.9 Though his 
works are generally in Arabic, he also wrote in Persian and Turkish. In books telling 
the life of Çelebi Halife, who is also known as a good poet, the books of this author 

                                                      
1    Sâdık Vicdânî, Tomâr-ı Turuk-ı Aliyye’den Halvetiyye, Ebû Rıdvân (Evkâf-ı İslâmiyye Matbaası, 1338-1341), 56; 

Adil Nüveyhid, Mu’cemu’l-Müfessirîn (Beyrut: 1982), 91; Osmânzâde Hüseyin Vassâf, Sefîne-i Evliyâ (İstanbul: 

Kitabevi Yay., 2015), 3, 323; Ömer Rıza Kehhâle, Mu’cemu’l-Müellifîn Terâcimü Musannifi’l-Kütübi’l-Arabiyye 

(Dımaşk: 1960) , 2, 278; Mehmed Süreyya, Sicill-i Osmanî, Yay. Haz: Nuri Akbayar (İstanbul: Tarih Vakfı Yurt Ya-

yınları, 1996), 3, 966; Ziya Demir, XIII-XVI. y.y. Arası Osmanlı Müfessirleri (İstanbul: Ensar Neşriyat, 2006), 198-

202. 
2  Mehmed Serhan Tayşi, “Cemâl-i Halvetî”, Türkiye Diyanet Vakfı İslam Ansiklopedisi, 7 (Ankara: TDV Yay., 1993), 

302. 
3  Bursalı Mehmet Tahir, Osmanlı Müellifleri (İstanbul: Matbaa-i Amire, 1333), 1: 51. 
4  Vicdânî, Tomâr-ı Turuk-ı Aliyye’den Halvetiyye, 56. 
5  Hulvî Mahmud Celâleddîn, Lemazât-ı Hulviyye, Haz: Mehmed Serhan Tayşi (İstanbul: Marmara Üniversitesi 

İlahiyat Vakfı Yayınları, 1993), 427; Nişancızâde Mehmed, Mir’ât-ı Kâinât (İstanbul: 1290), 160. 
6  Vassâf, Sefîne-i Evliyâ, 3, 323; Mustafa Öz, “Cemâleddîn-i Aksarâyî”, Türkiye Diyanet Vakfı İslam Ansiklopedisi, 7 

(Ankara: TDV Yay., 1993), 308. 
7  Muharrem Çakmak, “Cemâl-i Halvetî Hayatı, Eserleri, Tasavvufî Düşüncesi ve Cemâliyye Kolu” (Doktora Tezi, 

Atatürk Üniversitesi, 2000), 12. 
8  Vassâf, Sefîne-i Evliyâ, 3, 324. 
9  Tayşi, “Cemâl-i Halvetî”, 302. 
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were determined but along with that sometimes the number of works given or the 
names of the work contradict with each other. For this reason, it does not seem possi-
ble to use a certain expression about the number of author’s books.10 However, these 
works of the author are mentioned in the Ottoman Authors: 

1. Tafsir of the Surah al-Fatihah, 
2. Another tafsir of the Surah al-Fatihah beginning from Surah ad-Duhâ to 
the end of Quran,  
3. Sherh of Erba‘în Hadith Qudsî 
4. Sherh of Hadith Erbaîn of Nabawî, 
5. Jâmia al-Asrâr and ve’l-Gharâib, 
6. Sherh-of Sad Kalimah of İmam Ali el-Musammah bi Zubhdat al-Asrar, 
7. Cengname, 
8. Risalah of Tashrihiyyah, 
9. Risalah on Beyân al-Wilâyah, 
10. Tafsir of Ayat al-Qursî, 
11. Jawareeh al-Qulûb, 
12. Asrâr al Wodoo, 
13. Risalah al Atwâr, 
14. Sherh of Sad Kalimah of Siddiqh-Akbar, 
15. Risalah al Fakhriyyah, 
16. Sherh al-Baytayn er-Rabb al Haqqun wa’l-Abdel Haqqun…, 
17. Risalah fî İsmeyni’l-A‘zameyn, Allah and ar-Rahman, 
18. Risalah-al Kawthariyyah11 

In addition to these mentioned works, Jamâl-i Khalwatî has a leaflet called Kitâbu 

al-Nûriyya wa Kawkabu al-Durriyya, which contains the tafsir of the 35th verse of Su-
rah-an-Nûr. In the Jamâl-i Khalwatî item of Diyanet Islam Encyclopedia, the works of 
this author are mentioned and there is a record saying, “Kitâbu al-Nûriyya, the tafsir of 

Ayat al-Kursî. (this work and the following eleven works are in the periodical in 

Suleymaniye Library, Lala Ismail, nr. 686).12 In actual, this work and the following 
eleven works recorded in that number belong to this author; however, it is understood 
that the article writer made a determination without seeing/examining the leaflet. Be-
cause, Kitâbu al-Nûriyya wa Kawkabu al-Durriyya basically deals with the tafsir of 35th 
verse of Surah al-Nûr and the content is not about Ayat al-Kursî.  

 

 

                                                      
10  For the detailed information and examinations of the number of works of Cemâl-i Halvetî, the determination and 

availability of the libraries please look at Çakmak, “Cemâl-i Halvetî Hayatı, Eserleri, Tasavvufî Düşüncesi ve 

Cemâliyye Kolu”, 71-124. 
11  Bursalı Mehmet Tahir, Osmanlı Müellifleri, 1: 51-52. 
12  Tayşi, “Cemâl-i Halvetî”, 302. 
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2. The Characterization of the Versions That Were Taken as the Base for Veri-

fication and the Method Used 

Five versions of the work called Kitâbu al-Nûriyya wa Kawkabu al-Durriyya were 
attained as a result of the research. Firstly the characterization of these five versions is 
done, considerations are made about the determination of the work and after that in-
formation about the way used in characterization is given. 

The version specified with the symbol , which is in the Sehid Ali Pasha Library, is 
recorded with the archive number 1193. In the assignation record, copy date is given 
as 936 (1530) however the copier is not mentioned. This leaflet which consists of 14 
laminas, each of which contains 13 lines, was written with ta’lik writing. In considera-
tion of its being the closest to the death of the author, and according to our 
determinations it is the most authentic version. 

The version specified with the symbol , which is in the Suleymaniye Library 
Carullah Bookcase, is recorded with the archive number 1084. This version, which 
contains no information about the copy and the copier, consists of 11 laminas. This 
leaflet, which has 15 lines in each of the laminas, was written with naskh writing. 

The version specified with the symbol , which is in the Suleymaniye Library Lala 
Ismail Efendi, is recorded with the archive number 686. This version, which does not 
have assignation record, consists of 7 laminas. The work that has 21 lines in each of the 
laminas was written with naskh writing. 

The version specified with the symbol 1 , which is in the Ankara National Library 
Adnan Otuken City Public Library, is recorded with the archive number 06 Hk 169/1. 
This version, which contains no information about the copy and the copier, consists of 
8 laminas. Every lamina has 21 lines and the version was written with naskh writing. It 
is the version in which punctuation and spelling mistakes are observed the most often.  

The version specified with the symbol 2 , which is in the Ankara National Library 
Manuscript Collection, is recorded with the archive number 06 Mil Yz A 8301/2. In its 
assignation record the copying date is stated as 1174 (1760) and the copier is given as 
Ahmed b. Mehmed. This leaflet which has 7 laminas and in which each lamina has 21 
lines was written with talik writing. During verification, the impression was formed 
that version 2  was copied from version .  

In each of these characterized versions, the name of the author can be seen frankly 
with the expression,       – this poor and humble known 
with the name Jamâl-i Khalwatî. However, the name of the work is not stated in the 
same way in all of these five versions. The name “Kitâbu al-Nûriyya wa Kawkabu al-
Durriyya” which we preferred is written over the work in versions  and 1 . Moreover, 
in the introduction of these two versions, there was made praise for Vizier-al Azam 
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Ahmed Pasha and this makes the possibility higher that the name was given by the 
author after examining the work. Because in the version  the praising part is the 
same however the name part is left blank. Also, in the versions  and 2 , the praising 
part is not present and at the same time regarding that the zahir (apparent) tafsir is 
given as well as ishari tafsir legitimizes our preference. This is because the author does 
not mention any name for the information he gives here, yet it is understood that the 
tafsir he gives with the statement    (verification of zahir experts) is 
transferred from the work by Abul-Lays es-Samarqandî (d. 373/983) called Tafsir al-
Kur’âni’l-Kerîm (Tafsir al-Abul-Lays es-Samarqandî).13 For this reason, the publica-
tion given by us does not contain this information that is present in two versions in the 
main text; instead the information is given in footnote. Also it is possible that, the au-
thor presented this information later and preferred the text that is completely formed 
by him, mentioned the Vizier-al Azam of the time and gave “Kitâbu al-Nûriyya wa 

Kawkabu al-Durriyya”as the name of the book. Another alternative for name might be 
“Risalah al-Nûriyya” which is written at the end of versions  and  but this name was 
not preferred for the reasons given above.  

During verification, all of the five versions were compared. Although version  is 
taken as the base form as it is closest to the author’s death among the versions with 
copying date and it does not have punctuation and spelling mistakes, it was tried to 
reach the determination of the most accurate text as the result of a keen comparison of 
all versions. The surahs and the numbers of the verses used in tafsir by the author are 
given in the footnote by trying to identify the sources of the hadiths. In addition, the 
sources of the poems in Persian that Jamâl-i Khalwatî used were tried to be deter-
mined. The differences seen in epilogues were given in footnote. 

During publication, paragraphization was made with taking the inner organization 
and cohesion of the text into consideration. Also, for the manuscript to be seen the 
first and the last pages of the five versions were given at the end of this article.  

3. A Short Evaluation about the Content of the Work 

The 35th Verse of Surah al-Nûr has been interpreted by numerous scholars both for 
the intensiveness of symbolic expressions and for the deep meaning context, and each 
scholar tried to understand/interpret this verse by looking from their own aspects. The 
interpretation of the verse has widespread tafsir book coverage and it also takes place 
in various works. There are self-contained leaflets written about this verse, as well. The 
verse, which is also called Ayat al-Nûr, is worded as follows: 

                                                      
13  Ebü’l-Leys es-Semerkandî, Tefsîru’s-Semerkandî, Thk. Ali Muhammed Muavviz, Adil Ahmed Abdulmevcud, 

Zekeriyya Abdulmecîd (Beyrut: Dâru’l-Kütübi’l-Ilmiyye, 1993), 2, 440-441. 
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“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light is like a 
niche within which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, the glass as if it were a pearly 
[white] star lit from [the oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the east nor of the west, 
whose oil would almost glow even if untouched by fire. Light upon light. Allah guides 
to His light whom He wills. And Allah presents examples for the people, and Allah is 
Knowing of all things.” (Nur 24/35) 

Jamâl-i Khalwatî wrote a leaflet called “Kitâbü’n-Nûriyya wa Kevkebü’d-Dürriyye” 

as part of the ishari tafsir of this verse. The author made a literary introduction which 
starts with     which is the dhikr of Khalwatîs’ by making a literary flying start 
after praise to God and salawat to the Prophet. The interpretation done by the author, 
who made tafsir of the verse in terms of Islamic sufism based on four angles, has clas-
sical ishari tafsir characteristics. Çelebi Halife gives information firstly about how can 
nur (light) can be understood in each angle and reinterprets the evaluation of the ex-
pressions that are in the verse (mishkat (candle-place), misbah (lamp), zucace (glass) 
etc.). For this reason, the four angles are four different interpretations of the verse but 
the common points of all of them, as the author points in the introduction of the leaf-
let, is that they are based on Islamic Sufism.           

   After these four angles, Jamâl-i Khalwatî makes evaluations about the 
appearances of the nur (light) within the context of the verse’s interpretation. And af-
ter he finishes the gloss of the verse, he goes to the interpretation of the hadith 
meaning                     
    – “O Ahmad, if you want to taste belief (iman), leave your self-hungry and 
hold your tongue. If you do this, you will reach safety and if you don’t you will be pun-
ished heavily.” The author who makes evaluations within the context of the gloss of 
this hadith, by moving from the letters forming the word (hunger)  emphasizes 
the meanings that each letter    may connote and so gives related hadiths for 
them to be understood. The author, who makes evaluations about matters of Islamic 
Sufism by giving various holy hadiths, gives wide coverage to the interpretation of Hajj 
in terms of Islamic sufism. At the end of the leaflet, by mentioning the familiarity to be 
formed with Allah he moves from the letter of the word  and finishes the leaflet by 
connoting the letters   . The leaflet, which starts with the gloss of Surah-al-Nûr 
verse 35, ends with the opinion and interpretations of the author about the matters he 
considered important.14 A lot of hadiths were given place in the work to be able to 
                                                      
14  For an evaluation of this work with Gazzâlî’s Mişkâtu’l-Envâr’s content See Esra Hacımüftüoğlu, “Cemâl-i Halvetî 

ile Gazzâlî’nin Nur Ayeti’ne Yaptıkları Yorumlar Hakkında Bir Değerlendirme”, Basılmamış Sözlü Bildiri, Amasya 

Âlimleri Sempozyumu, Amasya, 21-22 April 2017. 
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make both the matters and the hadith itself. Yet the hadiths used were of the kind that 
are not used by sufis and that do not take place in precise sources. What is more, the 
leaflet, which contains couplets in Persian refers to the literary taste of the author, also. 

The interpretations made by Jamâl-i Khalwatî about the mentioned verse have the 
characteristics of classical ishari tafsir and they can be criticized for some aspects. 
However, this work is a remarkable part of the literature formed about the Verse 35 of 
the Surah al-Nûr in scholarly tradition, and it has characteristical comments inside. 
The interpretation effort done by a scholar with sufism tradition in Khalwatî way is a 
significant example as it shows how a verse can be interpreted in different ways. Here, 
rather than discussing the trueness or admission of the information given by the au-
thor, the aim is to bring to light the work of an author, who is regarded one of the 
important scholars of his time. 
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4. Text 
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