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Abstract 

In aglobalized world, internet facilities and social media are becoming 

increasingly important and take a strategic role in most of human 

activities. One of them is in the education and learning sector. This 

qualitative research explored the role of a Facebook group to increase 

students' autonomy in learning writing. The experiment was conducted 

with qualitative methodology to 6 students as a sample. The process of 

data collection is done through the media Facebook group which was 

developed during the data collection through observation and interviews. 

The research lasted for 30(thirty) days in which researchers became the 

administrator and facilitator. From the process of collecting and 

analyzing the data assumed that Facebook group influenced the 

autonomy and promote independent of students learning in writing. 

 

Keywords: Facebook group, Students autonomy, Learning writing 

 

 

Abstrak 

Dalam dunia yang global, sarana internet dan media social menjadi 

semakin penting dan mengambil peran strategis dalam segala lini 
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kehidupan manusia. Salah satunya adalah di sector pendidikan dan 

pembelajaran. Penelitian ini melakukan explorasi kualitatif tentang eran 

Facebook Group terhadap peningkatan kemandirian siswa dalam belajar 

writing. Penelitian dilaksanakan dengan pendekatan kualitatif terhadap 6 

siswa sebagai sampel. Proses pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui media 

facebook group yang di desain untuk proses penelitian ini, observasi dan 

wawancara. Penelitian berlangsung selama 30 (tiga puluh) hari dimana 

peneliti menjadi pengelola akun dan fasilitator. Dari proses pengumpulan 

dan analisa disimpulkan bahwa media Facebook group mempromosikan 

dan mempengaruhi kemandiriaan siswa dalam kemandirian belajar 

writing. 

 

Kata Kunci: Facebook group, Kemandirian belajar siswa, Belajar 

menulis 

 

 

Introduction 

Facebook is a global large social media that boosts more than 100 

million followers, and it is one of the fastest-growing and best-known 

sites on internet these days. Initiated and established by Zuckerberg in 

2004, Facebook as a network at first targeted high school and college 

students but it goes globally and actively gains its popularity of all people 

ages. (Blattner & Fiori, 2009). 

Literally, Hayashi (2011) has studied about the use of Facebook 

WKDW�FRQWULEXWHG�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�VWXGHQWV¶�PRWLYDWLRQ�DQG�ODQJXDJH�RXWSXW��

She explained that in Facebook students can enjoy written 

communication freely by sharing their ideas, via Facebook status or note. 

7KH\�DOVR�FDQ�FRPPHQW�WR�RWKHU¶V�SRVWLQJ��DQG�RU�VKDUH�OLQN��DQG�YLGHR�DV�

well. However even so, she just tends to see the use of Facebook in 

general and focusing on the general language learning. 

Learning writing in the classroom is not adequate to foster 

VWXGHQWV¶� FRPSHWHQFH�� Therefore, the demand of autonomous learning 
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methods and techniques by learning outside classroom is increased. 

Autonomous learning as defined by Holec (cited in Hayashi, 2011) as 

³7KH�DELOLW\�WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�RQH¶V�OHDUQLQJ�´�KDG�JURZQ�FRQVLGHUDEO\�LQ�

the field of language education. Lee (2011) stated that autonomous 

learning does not require learners to work in isolation; rather, they 

socially construct knowledge by actively engaging in the process of 

learning. Through social interaction, learners develop a capacity to 

receive information, and then to create a new perspective. It means, to 

lead students to get their autonomy in learning, the instructors must be 

able to create such community that appropriate for this need.  

)RUWXQDWHO\�� EHVLGHV� HQKDQFLQJ� VWXGHQWV¶� PRWLYDWLRQ� WR� ORYH�

writing, Facebook also provides an additional media to facilitate this 

QHHG�� 2QH� RI� WKH� H[DPSOHV� LV� )DFHERRN� JURXS�� µ)DFHERRN� JURXS¶� LV� D�

feature that is available on the social networking site Facebook, where 

students are allowed to participate communicate and interact via post and 

chat for a specific purpose with unlimited number of people, and of 

course with unlimited usage of time. 

This article mainly discusses the use of Facebook groups only. 

Actually, Yunus et al (n.d) has studied about the connection of Facebook 

group and learning writing. However, their focus is only on how 

)DFHERRN� GHYHORS� VWXGHQWV¶� SUHSDUDWLRQ� SURFHVV� LQ� ZULWLQJ�� ZKLFK� LV�

brainstorming, before they are doing the real writing. Then, they looked 

DW� WKH� LVVXHV� IURP�WHDFKHU�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�ZLWK�KDYLQJ� WKH�UHVXOW� µ+RZ�WR�

WHDFK�ZULWLQJ�WR�(/6�VWXGHQWV�E\�XVLQJ�)DFHERRN�JURXS"¶� 

Otherwise, this present study would explore more at how 

µ)DFHERRN�*URXS�3URPRWLQJ�6WXGHQWV�$XWRQRP\� LQ�:ULWLQJ�/HDUQLQJ"¶�

with the focus more on students point of view. According to Yunus et al 
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(n.d) method, for this study, a Facebook group was created specifically 

for the purpose of providing students with a space where they were in 

control of the content and the direction of their learning, as well as 

providing more opportunities for students to write. The researcher merely 

acted as a facilitator for the group which apply scaffolding role, to give 

temporary support to help student move from lower stage to higher stage 

of development. Facebook group also allowed for almost immediate 

feedback and fun interaction that the researcher hoped will motivate 

students in improving their writing. The researcher hypothesized that 

Facebook group will benefit the students in motivating them to learn 

writing autonomously.  

 

Facebook 

Facebook has been a leading social media currently. Facebook 

has been gaining market share since launched in February 2004. It 

obtains over eight million users in the U.S. alone and expands worldwide 

to eight other English-Speaking Countries with more to follow (Yani, 

2011). It started its corporation with high schools in the United States in 

September 2005 and followed crossing the Atlantic to universities in the 

UK (Yani, 2011). Now, the site becomes one of the biggest web sites in 

the world visited by 400 million people in a month.  

In Indonesia, currently stands at the second largest Facebook 

market in the world. The fact, despite of its relatively slow internet 

connection compared to other countries, its rates grown rate from year to 

year that has been tremendously high. Bucher (as cited in Yani, 2011) 

reported the top 30 countries by number of active Facebook users with 

Facebook data from 1
st
 April 2011 compared to April 2009 and April 



251 
 

2010, which is showed that Indonesia precisely the second stair after 

USA and above the UK. It is surprise when we recall back to the 

Facebook History development which showed that UK is the second 

home of Facebook in the beginning.  

However, Sukmana (2011) states there are reasons statistically 

lead Indonesia at the second place of followers Facebook growth. 

Culturally,Indonesian is mostly based on sharing, communicating, and 

solidarity. Facebook facilitates Indonesian people to connect with their 

families, friends and collegues in their lives easily. As more and more 

people get connected through Facebook, people are not able to refuse to 

join it since most of their friends had been there. In addition, the fact 

mobile phone subscribers have reached more than 200 million in 2011 in 

Indonesia. It shows an increasingly trend. Another important reason is 

the demands and interests towards Facebook has led to innovative and 

impressive development of Facebook website, therefore, it leads to 

attracts users through its features and functions. Indeed, by the reason, 

exclusive network, photo-tagging, news feed, and great application 

including Facebook group resulted to a community-based cultural 

country like Indonesia promotes of the existence of Facebook and its 

group allowspeople to manage communication, moreover, it gives in 

some way Facebook increases its development in Indonesian Market 

rapidly.  

Furthermore, Facebook has successfully won the heart of 

Indonesian people, moreover the young adults. Communication on 

Facebook group is mostly done in written type, therefore this study 

would like to find out how this popular media involves in developing 
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VWXGHQWV¶� DXWRQRP\� LQ� OHDUQLQJ� ZULWLQJ�� 7R� VRPHKRZ� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

autonomy in learning is totally important in learning writing.  

 

Learner autonomy 

The origin theory and practice of autonomy in language learning 

HPHUJHG�IURP�.QRZHO¶VUHVHDUFK�RI�VHOI-directed learning (1975, cited in 

Kocak, 2003) which defined as a leading figure in adult education, as a 

process in which individuals accept responsibility for all the decisions 

concerned with their learning. In the 1970s and 1980s the focuses on 

adult self-directed learning was becoming popular.  

Then, the term of autonomy firstly was introduced by Holec in 

������ ,W�EHJLQV�ZLWK� WKH�FRXQFLO�RI�(XURSH¶V�Modern Language project, 

ZKLFK� OHG� WR� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQ� RI� +ROHF¶V� VHPLQDU� UHSRUW�� LQ� ZKLFK�

DXWRQRP\�LV�GHILQHG�DV�µ7KH�DELOLW\�WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�OHDUQLQJ¶�

(cited in Benson, 2006). However, the practical application focuses on 

self-directed learning and led the development of self-access centers and 

learner training as focal point for experimentation.  

Therefore, as the more recent literature has begun to use the term 

µVHOI-GLUHFWHG�OHDUQLQJ¶�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�OHDUQing autonomy in 

the context of institutional education context, it treats autonomous 

learning as a synonym for self-directed learning. The only distinction 

between autonomy and self-directed learning is clearly emphasized by 

Dickinson (1987, cited in Kocak, 2003) who said that in self-

directedlearning, learners accept responsibility for all decisions related to 

their learning but not necessarily implement those decisions; on the other 

hand, in autonomous learning the learners are entirely responsible for all 
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the decisions concerned with their learning and also the implementation 

of these decisions.  

Nevertheless, at that time, the issues of autonomous learning still 

involved around adult learning which is held out of the classroom-based. 

Then, in his book on learner training, Dickinson (1992, cited in Benson, 

������ DUJXHG� WKDW� OHDUQHU� RIWHQ� DFWHG� µLQGHSHQGHQWO\�¶� ERWK� FRJQLWLYHO\�

and behaviorally, in the classroom, while Dam (1995, cited in Benson 

2003) demonstrated how principle of autonomy could be integrated into 

secondary school classroom without self-access or formal learner 

training. This then turn to the application of learner autonomy in the 

classroom context, which was as the second wave of the interest in 

learner autonomy in language learning and teaching.  

Furthermore, Allwright (1988: 35, cited in Benson 2003) 

suggested for the re-conceptualizing autonomy if it was to be used to the 

classroom context. It is because, he defined autonomy as the long-life 

learning which was not being adequate captured by the classroom 

environment. This idea then was supported by the development of 

computer and internet usage for the academic educational purposes. This 

is third wave of the context for growing of the interest of autonomy in 

UHFHQW� \HDUV�� ,QGHHG�� WKH� ³WHQGHQF\� KDV� EHHQ� WRZDUGV� D blurring of the 

distinctions, leading to new and often complex understandings of the role 

RI�DXWRQRP\�LQ�ODQJXDJH�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ´��%HQVRQ��������� 

Language skills can best be developed if the learner develops 

awareness of his or her own learning, and of the strategies and styles that 

are available. Strategic competence means being able to plan, implement, 

PRQLWRU� DQG� HYDOXDWH� RQH¶V� OHDUQLQJ�� DQG� PDNLQJ� XVH� RI� DOO� DYDLODEOH�

opportunities both in and outside the classroom.  
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Autonomy is often taken, mistakenly we believe, to be a solitary 

condition. However more and more writers are stressing the need for 

interaction and negotiation. Dam (1995, cited in Nordlund, n.d.) stressed 

WKH� VRFLDO� GLPHQVLRQ� WKDW� ³OHDUQHU� DXWRQRP\� LV� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� D�

readiness WR� WDNH� FKDUJH� RI� RQH¶V� RZQ� OHDUQLQJ� LQ� WKH� VHUYLFH� RI� RQH¶V�

needs and purposes. This entails a capacity and willingness to act 

independently and in co-operation with others, as a socially responsible 

SHUVRQ�´� 

Therefore, in this learning, every participant is encouraged to 

response to each other writing, whether to appreciate it or to revise it. 

Their participation in commenting others would be well-observed. 

An important part of language-learning awareness is the 

admission that a lot of learning goes on the outside the classroom. There 

has been considerable debate over whether autonomy is just another 

Western concept that is being forced on cultures that do not share the 

same values. However, there have been autonomous systems successfully 

applied and adopted in a wide range of cultures. This indicates that the 

problem may be more a misunderstanding about the deep values of 

different societies. Individual differences in learning styles, for instance, 

may be more important than learning strategies that have been acquired 

in a different classroom culture.  

Furthermore, autonomous learning can be developed in almost 

any context and with any type of learner, but the context and culture have 

to be taken into account.  

Autonomous learning of writing 

Writing is a tDVN�� GHVFULEHG� E\� /HY\� DQG� 2OLYH� DV� ³RQH� RI� WKH�

PRVW� FRPSOH[� DFWLYLWLHV� WKDW� SHRSOH� FDQ� DFFRPSOLVK´� �'LRQ�� 0�� 1���
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2011). It is undeniable that the hardest skill in English learning is writing 

ZKLFK�UHTXLUH�OHDUQHU¶V�FRPSHWHQF\�WR�UHFHLSW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��Srocess it, 

and at least, produce it. Seriously, learning writing is inadequate if only 

UHO\�RQ�WKH�³WZR�KRXUV�RU�IRXU�KRXUV´�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��:ULWLQJ�

is about the long processes, which require more time, more effort, as well 

as more guidance.  

Indeed, learners need to learn more outside the classroom in order 

to be a good writer, especially English writer. It is undeniably that the 

demand of autonomous learning in writing is such a crucial issue to be 

focused on. Therefore, in this study I would like to explore on how 

autonomous learning of writing could be developed by using Facebook 

Group Media, which is provided more space for the learning outside the 

classroom, but with the consideration that the learners still in touch with 

their social environment, as well as friends, teachers, or even English 

native speakers or writers.  

As well as a complex subject, English writing has so large scope 

to be covered to, and therefore would be impossible conducting research 

on all aspect of it. Nevertheless, coQVLGHULQJ�WLPH�OLPLWDWLRQ��SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�

basic competence, I have to limit the writing scope into two authentic 

basic writing, that are; writing comment, and writing a paragraph.  

In order to help the participants learn successfully, I provided the 

instructional process by using scaffolding approach, which was started 

from the lower level to the next. In this situation, I would start the 

learning process from the comment writing, and then paragraph writing. 

To guide the participants to gain better achievement, along with those 

writing instruction, I provided a slight explanation and basic links, and a 
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rubric, so that they could monitor their learning, as well as their peer 

learning.  

,Q� UHFHQW� \HDUV�� LQWHUHVW� LQ� VWXGHQWV¶� DXWRQRP\� KDV� JURZQ�

considerably in the field of language education (e.g., Benson, 2003). 

Furthermore, along with the development of internet and its usage, there 

are also many studies that figured out about how is the internet usage can 

be adopted to the learning process, or facilitated the learning. Facebook 

as the most popular Social Networking Site (SNS) in the world now day 

also gained the attention of academic researchers, especially in the 

language learning issues.  

$OEHUWVRQ� ������� VWXGLHG� WKH� LQIOXHQFH�RI�)DFHERRN� WR� VWXGHQWV¶�

grammatical and pragmatic awareness; he did this study among Japanese 

learners of English that showed Facebook can lead students to be more 

aware about the grammatical and pragmatic used in daily 

FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� ,W� LV�HPSKDVL]HG�E\�:X�3��DQG�+VX�/¶V�VWXG\�WKDW�GHDO�

with the connection of Facebook and EFL Learning (n.d). In their action 

UHVHDUFK� WKH\� JRW� WKH� UHVXOW� WKDW� )DFHERRN� LPSURYH� VWXGHQWV¶� ODQJXDJH�

competence, as well as improving their motivation. Their research is in a 

OLQH�ZLWK�1RZODQG¶V� VWXG\�ZKLFK�PRUH� IRFXVHV�RQ�VWXGHQWV¶�PRWLYDWLRQ�

and autonomous learning. His result suggests the teacher to not only 

³WHDFK�D� ODQJXDJH��EXW� WR�DOVR� LQIRUP�DQG� LQVWUXFW�KRZ� WR� VWXG\�RXWVLGH�

the classURRP�´�DQG�)DFHERRN�JODGO\�SURYLGH�LW�LI�WKH�WHDFKHU�XQGHUVWDQGV�

to lead the students use it wisely. In addition, Blattner and Fiori (2009) 

conducted study more specific on Facebook usage in the classroom 

activities which was also resulting good conclusion on Facebook usage. 

 Obviously, if that circumstance was happening, the English 

learning process by using Facebook will become useless. As Wu P. and 
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+VX�/�� �Q�G��FRQFOXGHG� WKDW� WKH�H[WHUQDO� IDFWRUV��VXFK�DV��³���$XGLHQFH��

2) quantity and quality of feedback from peers, 3) Topic preference, 4) 

8SFRPLQJ� DVVLJQPHQW� DQG� H[DPLQDWLRQ� DQG� ��� QRYHOW\� HIIHFW�´� ZLOO�

become the disturbance of the learning process.  

 

Research design 

Participants 

We conducted the research at the second grade students of 

Madrasah AliyahNegeri (MAN) Model Banda Aceh. The population of 

the research was 130 students. However, there was only 114 students 

participated in answering questionnaires.  

Nevertheless, to get the detail of qualitative data, we limited the 

samples into six participants purposively; by giving them the 

questionnaires to select the appropriateness. The researchers distributed 

questionnaires to explore of how often they signed in Facebook, 

Facebook group, their writing passion, and their writing interest which is 

proved by how often they write a diary or anything a day.   

 

Data collection 

This study applied a descriptive qualitative approach. It explores 

understanding of a central phenomenon. There were three major 

procedures in collecting the data. They were observations, interviews and 

documents analysis. The research was carried on the Facebook group that 

the researchers created for this study purpose. Then research samples 

were added through their Facebook account into the group developed. To 

begin the conversation flow, the researchers started the conversation 

through simple and free topics started from free writing to introduce 
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them. They research respondents were free to write anything they would 

like to such as their activities, and so on. To support the collection of the 

detail qualitative data, the learning activities were done merely in 

Facebook Group environment for 30 days. The observation activities 

were carried out on Facebook Group. 

The learning process in the Facebook group was activated 

WKURXJK� ³SRVWLQJ´� DV� WKH� LQVWUXFWLRQDO� OHDUQLQJ�� DQG� ³FRPPHQW´� DV� WKH�

learning response to one another. To attract students, topics posted in the 

group were different from regular classroom learning process. It 

maintains more approaching to the basic learning of writing; which is 

more authentic and more needed as a base of their learning writing 

development, such as writing a good comment on the internet, and 

writing a good paragraph. Therefore, any of the SDUWLFLSDQWV¶� SRVWLQJ��

both assignment and free posting, and comment in the Facebook Group 

were the document that would be analyzed for the research need. 

 

Discussion 

The result of observation and document analysis 

The primary data for this research was the observation data from 

the Facebook group environment, which was more detail and 

FRPSUHKHQVLYH��7KHUHIRUH��DOO�RI�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�SRVWLQJV�DQG�FRPPHQWV�

in Facebook group were data of the research.  

$FWXDOO\�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� 7KDQDVDXODV¶V� �������� DXWRQRPRXV�

OHDUQLQJ�HPSKDVL]HG�DV� WKH� ³SDWK´�RI� WKH� OHDUQLQJ�SURFHVV� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�

learners go through, and it was not a product that can be produced, 

moreover in the very short period of time. It means, it is adequate hard to 

measure the autonomous learning. Therefore, in order to analyze and 
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PHDVXUH� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV¶� DXWRQRPRXV� OHDUQLQJ� RI� (QJOLVK� ZULWLQJ�

development during one month OHDUQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��ZH�DGRSWHG�5HLQGHU¶V�

(2010) Eight-Stages of autonomous learning process as the patron for this 

measurement. Each of the stages highlights the learners in learning 

autonomously. The eight-stages were as cycle that could not be torn up 

each other. Those stages are; identifying needs, selecting goals, planning 

learning, selecting resources, selecting learning strategies, practice, 

monitoring the progress, and the last was assessment and revision.  

Furthermore, in order to analyze those stages thoroughly, I will 

explain them separately; 

1. Identifying needs 

In this stage, before the learning was starting, the learners were 

asked to decide what they need to learn, and what condition they need in 

order to learn better. Therefore, we asked them to decide the rules of this 

group learning activities that need to be obeyed by all of the participants. 

In order to stimulate their opinion involvement; we suggested 3 rules to 

be applied; 1) be active and participate enthusiastically, 2) be respectful 

to each other by using well or polite language, and 3) be brave to talk 

and do not afraid of making mistake. However, those rules were opened 

to be eliminated or accepted, as well as the full opportunity for them to 

add other rules that theyneed. In this identifying needs stage, only two 

participants (C and No) who decided what they need by adding other 

rules through their comments, but other participants (V, Na, I, and R) 

gave no responses. 

x &��³,�VKRXOG�DGG" no. 4. do not neglect the task given by admin. 

no.5 not active at night always, but when the sun is not setting too 



260 
 

n often comment on and make suggestions. and that's all I can 

VD\��SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�SOHDVH�´�� 

x 1R�� ³,� DJUHH� ZLWK� FKRKDHN\XQJHYLOPDJQDH� EXW�� VRUU\� PD\EH� ,�

can't active at night without the participation of its members will 

be difficult to realize that learning to our liking ZLWK´� 

2. Selecting goals 

In this stage, the learners were asked to decide what the goals of 

our learning in this group are. They need to know and elaborate what 

they want to learn, in short, what kind of writing they want to master in 

through this learning media. Therefore, to help them think, we suggested 

them to learn about descriptive and/or narrative paragraph, but also with 

the same consideration that they might choose and decide their own. 

However, they had to elaborate why they need to learn and how. 

3. Planning of learning 

At this stage, there were no other participants were responding, 

the conclusion that other participants also agreed with those needs and 

goals that had been settled by C and No. Therefore, the learning process 

was started. It began with the writing comment learning. We posted a 

brief basic knowledge about how to write a good comment on the 

internet. Then, they explored their writing comment competency by 

FRPPHQWLQJ�RQ�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�(QJOLVK�SRVWLQJ��DQG�UHSRUWHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�

group, as well as their analysis of other comments in that posting. Then, 

every of them had to comment and revise each other report about writing 

comment.  

Trying to understand the postings and the link given about 

comment, all of the participants have their own way in learning, as well 

as their strategy to plan their own learning. The participants wrote a 
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reflection on the problem, the feeling toward the learning, etc. one of the 

participant reflected as follows; 

 ³,� OLNH� VWXG\� DERXW� ZULWH� FRPPHQW�� EHFDXVH� ,� FDQ� NQRZ� Qew 

YRFDEXODU\�IURP�RWKHU��EXW�VRPHWLPHV�,�FDQ
W�XQGHUVWDQG�DOO´ 

Nevertheless, in the next learning topic, learning about writing 

paragraph, almost all of the participants wrote their reflection about 

learning of writing paragraph.  

In this reflection writing section, a participant, V reflected based 

RQ� WKH� UHIOHFWLRQ� JXLGHOLQH�� EXW� VKH� PLVXQGHUVWRRG� WKH� ³SODQQLQJ�

OHDUQLQJ´�PHDQLQJ� LQ� WKLV�FRQWH[W�ZKLFK�ZDV� WDONLQJ�DERXW� WKH�SODQQLQJ�

DERXW�KRZ�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�PDWHULDOV��EXW�VKH�WDONHG�DERXW�³WKH�IXWXUH�SODQ�´�

SKH�H[SODLQHG�DERXW�KHU�IXWXUH�SODQV�DV�³���0\�SODQ�DIWHU�WKLV�,�FDQ�OHDUQ�

to practice in daily life and I plan one more I want to learn to speak like a 

tourist, they understand my language and I can understand their language 

DV�ZHOO�´ 

Fortunately, in this turn C understood the instruction well, but she 

wrote shorter reflection than the previous one. There are only several 

TXHVWLRQV� ZHUH� FRYHUHG� LQ� 1R¶V� UHIOHFWLRQ�� EXW� LW� ZDV� YHU\� FRQIXVLQJ�

answer about planning learning question; ³OHVVRQ�SODQQLQJ�LV�GRQH�ZHll, 

but to realize in need of sacrifice and hard work of both the recipient and 

the giver. Not all of the planning we can do well or according to plan lots 

RI�REVWDFOHV�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG�RFFXUUHG�´ 

4. Selecting resources 

The learners selected their own learning sources. The participants 

were free to check and search any others as many as they wanted to. 

According to the explanation in stage 3, at this stage, there were only 

three participants (C, V, and No) explained their selecting resource 
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process, while two others (Na and I) were only talking about their feeling 

and one participant was giving no response. In this stage, C elaborated 

that she did not visit any other link because she felt that the link given 

was adequate for her learning as follows; 

 

 

Otherwise, V said that she visit other link to help her understand 

ZKDW�VKH�UHDG�LQ�WKH�JLYHQ�OLQN��DV�VKH�VDLG�³,
YH�DOVR�VHHQ�RWKHU�SHRSOH
V�

OLQNV��LI�,�DP�XQVXUH�RI�P\�PLQG��,�VDZ�LW�DLPV�WR�FRUUHFW�P\�PLVWDNHV�´�

however, unluckily, she did not mention the links she had visited to. This 

LV� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� 1R¶V� WKRXJKW�� ZKLFK� ZDV� YLVLWLQJ� RWKHU� OLQNs 

because she thought that learning something was not enough by visiting 

one link, as she said ³RI�FRXUVH�EHFDXVH�ZH�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�

of a variety of things not just one link only goal that we get more banyak 

SHQJHWDKXDQ�´� 
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5. Selecting learning strategies.  

7KH�GHWDLO�RI� WKRVH� WKUHH�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶� OHDUQLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�ZHUH�&�

elaborated in her first reflection that her learning strategies were by 

speaking, reading, writing, and listening, but in the second reflection she 

wrote that arranging time is her strategy in learning, as she said ³WR�

DUUDQJH� D� WLPH� WR� OHDUQ�´ Otherwise, V explained that her learning 

strategies was by trying to understand the materials giving by guessing 

and if she failed to guest, she would ask me directly, and she really did it, 

as she said ³,�DP�DWWHPSWLQJ�JXHVVLQJ�\RXUVHOI�ZKDW�WDVNV�WKH�WHDFKHU��LI�,�

GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�DOVR�UHFHQWO\�DVNHG�GLUHFWO\�DW�WKH�WHDFKHU�´ The last is 

No, which was writing her learning strategies by trying to find the 

meaning of the material, and therefore she tried to look at the digital 

dictionary, AlFA link, and asking her friends, and very rare she asked 

me.  

6. Practice 

In this stage, the learners are asked to practice their learning by 

writing based on the task given.The task that was given had been 

designed based on the autonomous learning development consideration. 

Therefore, their participation in fulfilling the task by writing showed how 

their autonomous learning in writing developed.  

To help them practice writing, in the beginning of the learning, I 

asked the participants to do free writing about themselves as the 

introduction. For this activity, all of the participants (C, V, Na, No, I, and 

R) were participating very well. Indeed, before the learning was started, 

three participants (C, No, and V) had been starting writing by asking 

RWKHU�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�RU�MXVW�VD\LQJ�KHOOR�DQG�JRRG�QLJKW��DQG�

Na also participated commenting on those posting.  Furthermore, in the 
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DFWLYLW\� RI� ³KRZ� WR� ZULWH� D� JRRG� FRPPHQW´� PDWHULDO� SRVWHG� WKH�

participants practiced writing comment by exploring comments of other 

people outside the group and posted its report in the group, even though 

those posting did not meet the deadline that had been settled together 

before.  However, there are two participants (C and R) who were merely 

DQDO\]LQJ� RWKHU� SHRSOH¶V� FRPPHQW�� EXW� WKH\� GLG� QRW� SURYLGLQJ� DQ\�

comment in that posting.  

7. Monitoring progress 

7KH�³PRQLWRULQJ�SURJUHVV´�not only can be explored through the 

³VHHQ�FKHFN�´� LW�DOVR�FDQ�EH�VHHQ� IURP�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ�DERXW� WKH� OHDUQLQJ��

Therewas one participant (C) who showed her opinion about the writing 

comment learning, as she said ³RK� FRPH� RQ� JX\V� ����� SOHDVH�� IXUWKHU�

comments.. do not be quiet like this.. I'm bored -_-³ 

Interestingly 100% students participated at this stages, but with 

the detail that 69% of participant were highly participated observing 

otherV¶ posting, and only 15% who were critically giving opinion about 

the learning progress and 52% were participating well, because they 

missed the last 5 posting and they did not give any opinion through the 

learning progress.  

8. Assessment and revision. 

In this last stage, the learners were asked to assess their peers 

learning as well as theirs. Therefore, their feedbacks for other 

participants were observed through their comments, but the feedbacks 

that assess otherV¶ posting will only be counted.  

,Q� WKLV� VWDJH�� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV¶� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� GHFUHDVHd than 

previous stages. There were only three participants (C, V and R) who 

provided IHHGEDFN� WR�DVVHVV�RWKHU�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�SRVWLQJ��Eut others were 
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giving none. However, each of them only wrote one feedback in each 

learning step; C only wrote one feedback for writing comment learning in 

1R¶V� SRVWLQJ�� EXW� VKH� GLG� QRW� SURYLGH� DQ\� IHHGEDFN� IRU� WKH� ZULWLQJ�

paragraph learning. Otherwise, V and R did not provide any assessment 

feedback in writing comment learning, but they gave a feedback for their 

pair in the writing paragraph learning.  

)XUWKHUPRUH�� DIWHU� DVVHVVPHQW�SURFHVV� �DVVHVVLQJ�RWKHUV¶�SRVWLQJ�

and their own posting) the participants were asked to revise their posting 

according to the assessment. Nevertheless, for the revision process, only 

one participant (V) who did; she revised her paragraph, and others did 

none; even I and No whose paragraph was revised by the participants 

above.  

 

Data interpretation 

The result of Facebook group observation and document analysis 

shows that Facebook group media promotes students autonomous 

OHDUQLQJ�� 7KH� ³SUDFWLFH´� VWDJHV� DUH� FRQVLGHUHG� DV� WKH� PDLQ� VWDJHV� LQ�

writing learning, where all of the participants (100%) fully engaged 

participating. All of the participants actively practice writing. In addition, 

all of the participants also showed full involvement in monitoring the 

progress. In addition, the interviews data exposed participants enjoy the 

learning process and the practice through media (Facebook Group).  

Of six other stages, the participants showed different level of 

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� :KHUH� IRU� ³VHOHFWLQJ� UHVRXUFHV�� VHOHFWLQJ� OHDUQLQJ�

VWUDWHJLHV´��DQG�DVVHVVPHQW��WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WKUHH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�Vhowed the 

HQJDJHPHQW�� DQG� IRU� ³SODQQLQJ� OHDUQLQJ�� VHWWLQJ� JRDOV�� DQG� LGHQWLI\LQJ�

QHHGV´�there were only two participants showed the involvement.  
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Nevertheless, from the Facebook observation and document 

analysis, there is one participant (C) who was actively participated in the 

group, and fulfilled all of the eight stages of autonomous learning, but 

she did not realized that the Facebook group had promote her to learn 

writing autonomously. It can be seen from her interview answer that ³WKH�

learning activity we had done in the group was not motivated me to love 

(QJOLVK�ZULWLQJ�´ 2WKHUZLVH��RWKHU�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�OHYHO� LV��9�

fulfilled 6 stages, No fulfilled 5 stages, R fulfilled 3, and the last Na and I 

fulfilled 2 stages.  

In fact, the interviews data reflected the only factor of their 

problem in participating the learning in the group is the timing which 

students had timing conflict between participating in the research and 

FRPSOHWLQJ� WKH� VFKRRO� DVVLJQPHQWV�� 6LQFH� ³VHOHFWLQg goals, selecting 

OHDUQLQJ��DQG�DVVHVVPHQW´�KDG�WR�EH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKHLU�UHIOHFWLRQ�DQG�LW�ZDV�

done in the last time of the learning, it was approaching to their final 

examination timing and therefore they could not participate actively.  

The participants stated that they love this type of learning which 

LV�PRUH�IXQ�DQG�UHOD[��(YHQ�5�DQG�³,´�WKDW�ZDV�IXOILOOLQJ�RQO\�WZR�VWDJHV��

they answered that they loved this kind of learning which was providing 

a lot advantages, especially for developing their English vocabulary, 

ZULWLQJ� FRPPHQW�� DQG� ZULWLQJ� D� SDUDJUDSK�� ,QGHHG�� ³,´� VKRZHG� KLJK�

enthusiasm of this learning and said that she wanted to be a member in 

other Facebook groups that provides English learning. Actually her 

answer and the participation in the group were contradictory, but then she 

explained that she got problem in accessing the internet connection. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that the Facebook group promote 
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VWXGHQWV¶� DXWRQRP\� LQ� OHDUQLQJ� ZULWLQJ�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� LW� ZDV� QRW�

significant.  

 

Conclusion 

ThLV�VWXG\�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�WKH�)DFHERRN�JURXS�SURPRWHG�VWXGHQWV¶�

autonomy in learning English writing. It promotes students to practice 

writing more often, and also promotes students monitor the learning 

process. One of the reasons that the learners felt learning writing in the 

Facebook group as more fun and relax compared to routine classroom 

situation. However, for the selecting learning resources, selecting 

learning strategies, assessment, identifying needs, and setting goals the 

learners suffered from difficulty due to final examination and school 

assignments of students. Therefore, it is urgent to consider Facebook 

Group as a media in learning language mainly. The fact that it could 

promote autonomy; moreover, teacher should take consideration in a way 

to motivate students.  
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