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ABSTRACT: This article reports on the results of a study aiming to investigate whether the comic strips can help 

students to enhance their writing skill  in English. This study was conducted at the tenth class of SMA 

Negeri I Tapa  2014/2015 in academic years with  25 students as the participants. The text in focus was 

narrative. The study used an action research  by using Kemmis DQG�7DJJDUW¶�V�GHVLJQ�WKDW�FRQVLVWV�RI�IRXU�

steps, namely planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. The data were collected from observation and 

written test. The data of observation were REWDLQHG�WKH�WHDFKHU�DQG�VWXGHQWV¶�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�OHDUQLng 

writing. Whereas, the data of written test were obtained IURP� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶ writing task in every cycle. 

Some aspects used to analyze the students writing ability, namely content, organization, vocabulary, 

language use and mechanics ones. The results indicates that despite some aspects that still need 

improvement,  the use of comic strips can enhance students writing skill in  narrative text. The portraits of 

VWXGHQWV¶�SURJUHVV�LQ�ZULWLQJ�(QJOLVK�QDUUDWLYH�WH[W���RI�VRPH�F\FOHV�VKRZ�WKDW�Ln the first cycle, only four 

of twenty five students (16%) who can write narrative texts as the successful indicator 80%.  In the second 

cycle, ten students (40%) were success, then in the third cycle, twenty two students (88%) could reach the 

value 80 or more as the criteria of successful. Observation data shows that the students were motivated to 

write English narrative text by using comic strips both in group and individual works. Whereas, the 

commitment of English teacher as a model and colleagues to reflect and to renovate the teaching and 

learning process was running well on each cycle. Based on the results of the study, it is recommended that 

comic strips be implemented in other genres, notably recount text or other language skills, and other 

countries.  
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1. Introduction 
English writing competence is an essential 

skill for students. Generally speaking, English 

writing is one of important qualifications in the 

KTSP curriculum which is applied at the Senior 

High School.  Writing is one of productive skills 

that the students should practice when they learn 

English subject. It can be said that in KTSP, 

English writing competence is an important skill 

for the students which must be practiced and 

learned through experiences. English writing 

requires students to express ideas for particular 

purpose, such as explaining events or 

phenomenon, telling a story and describing an 

object to persuade other people. Likewise, the 

importance of teaching writing is how teachers 

are able to make students having good 

competence in writing, or students can master 

the components of writing aspects in the effort of 

creating a good writing composition.  

Raimes (1983) argued that there are the 

additional and very important reasons why 

writing is an essential competence, such as: 

firstly, writing reinforces the grammatical 

structures, idioms, and vocabulary that we have 

been teaching to our students. Secondly, when 

our students write, they also have a chance to be 

adventurous with the language, to go beyond 

what they have just learned to say, to take risks. 

And thirdly, when the students write, they are 

necessarily become very engaged with the new 

sentences, the efforts to express ideas and the 

constant use of eye, hand, and brain is a unique 

way to reinforce learning (p.3).  

Another expert, Nunan (2003), moreover, 

indicated that the activities in the writing process 

encourage brainstorming, drafting, writing, 

feedback, revising and editing (p.96). It means 

that the students are given  the time in writing, 

along with the appropriate feedback from the 

teacher or the other students, they will discover  
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new ideas, new sentences and new words as they 

plans, then they write a first draft and revise 

what they have written for the second draft. As 

long as Raimes (1983) indicated that in the 

writing process, teacher gives the students two 

crucial supports, such as; time for the students to 

try out ideas and feedback on the content of what 

they write in their draft (p.10). 

Furthermore, according to Gebhard , 

(1996), there are some indicators which 

associated with writing that should be explained 

to students, such as: word choice, use of 

appropriate grammar, syntax, mechanics (e.g. 

punctuation, spelling, and handwriting) and 

another important indicator is organization of 

ideas, that is, coherent and cohesive form 

(p.221).  

+RZHYHU�� FRQVLGHULQJ� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU¶V�

experiences in teaching English, the researcher 

has found some typical problems. The first 

problem experienced by the students at SMA 

Negeri1 Tapa is identified during an observation 

when three teachers encountered with teaching 

narrative on March 2015 that most of them 

seemed unmotivated and had difficulty in 

composing their own writing. As revealed by 

Sampath and Zalipour (2010) who stated that 

students consider writing to be extremely 

difficult area in learning English and it seems to 

be a daunting task for most ESL learners. They 

believed that students are not aware of writing 

skill and they are usually unmotivated to write in 

English (as cited in Yunus,Salehi and 

Embi,2012.p.3462-3469). Second, students are 

usually seem to have got low interest in writing 

English. That is why, to some students chose to 

copy and paste the writing task from internet. 

Third, students often felt bored to write and even 

to stay in the subject due to the monotonous 

teaching strategy. )RXU�� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� PDLQ�

problem in accomplishing narrative composition 

is in the aspect of writing, namely; the content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use, and 

PHFKDQLFV�� ,Q� WKH� FRQWHQW� DVSHFW�� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

problem is to build up their idea in the sentences. 

The students did not know what they would 

write, although the teacher explains the topic 

which should be written into their paragraph. 

Then in the organization aspect, the teacher 

could not identify the introduction, body and 

closing of their sentences. While in the 

vocabulary aspect, the students use inappropriate 

words in their sentences. They translate their 

sentences from Indonesian into English. 

Furthermore, in the language use aspect the 

VWXGHQWV¶�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�DELOLW\� LQ�XVLQJ�VLPSOH�

past, conjunction and possessive pronouns are 

still low. Finally, in the mechanics aspect the 

WHDFKHU� IRXQG� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� PLVWDNHV� LQ� XVLQJ�

punctuation, capitalization and spelling in their 

sentences.     

Relating to the teaching strategy, the 

teachers do not give correction or feedback 

DERXW� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ�� ,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� WKH�

teachers have just given the task to the students 

to write a story or their experience without 

guiding them how to write it well. Another 

typical problem is when the students were asked 

to write the narrative text individually. The 

students were always burdened with the 

WHDFKHUV¶�UXOH�WKDW�WKH\�FDQQRW�FKDW�RU�VKDUH�WKHLU�

tasks with their friends. This condition make the 

students become more passive, and they chose to 

do nothing, sit calmly because they did not know 

what they should do. Furthermore, although the 

teachers have explained about the concept of 

narrative text, the students did not use this 

concept in their writing task because of such an 

annoyed strategy.  Last but not least, the teachers 

did not use a learning media or tool to facilitate 

the students are easy in writing.  

This demands the English teacher has to be 

enthusiastically to look for the solution of 

VWXGHQWV�ZULWLQJ�SUREOHP�L�H��HQKDQFLQJ�VWXGHQWV¶�

skill, looking better media etc. The researcher is 

LQWHUHVWHG�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�DERXW�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VNLOO��

The researcher found that a learning media can 

be very useful to overcome the problems. It is 

also highly believed that, as previously 

mentioned, a learning media or tool is essential 

to facilitate the students in writing. To overcome 

VWXGHQWV¶�SUREOHPV� LQ�ZULWLQJ�QDUUDWLYH� WH[W� DQG�

enhancing their writing skill in general, the 

researcher suggests using learning media as a 

potential alternative, that is, comic strip. 
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A comic strip is a cartoon or a well ± 

arranged pictures that tells a story. According to 

WKH� 2[IRUG� $GYDQFHG� /HDUQHU¶V� 'LFWLRQDU\�

(2007) comic strips is defined as an art form that 

features a series of static images in set sequence 

usually to tell a story (p.300).It is the 

combination of pictures and words. It is colorful 

and funny. Therefore it brings a cheerful 

situation in the classroom. Csabay (2006) stated 

that comic strips can motivate and build up 

VWXGHQWV¶� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� WKH� SURFHVV� RI� WHDFKLQJ�

learning (p.25). The comic strips are used in 

teaching writing and narrative text in particular. 

As Vanum and Gibbons cited in Yunus (2012) 

who stated that comics are seen as a narrative 

form which consists of sequence pictures.  

There are some reasons using of comic 

strips in teaching writing. Firstly, Csabay (2006) 

stated that comic strip can motivates and build 

XS� VWXGHQWV¶� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� WKH� SURFHVV� RI�

teaching ± learning (p.25). Secondly, Brown 

cited in Csabay (2006) stated that comic strips 

have a sequence story. It motivates students to 

continue reading and become more involved in 

the content of the story (p.21). It means that the 

students want to know more what will happen, 

the end of the stories,   they remember the 

words, expression and grammatical forms easily. 

Thirdly, the characteristic of human being is 

represented by the actors in the story. It does not 

RQO\� EXLOG� XS� VWXGHQWV¶� LQWHUHVWV� LQ� UHDGLQJ�� EXW�

also it influences their writing. Fourthly, Brocka 

cited in Yunus, Salehi, and Embi (2012) stated 

that FRPLF�VWULSV�FDQ�HQKDQFH�VWXGHQWV¶�OHDUQLQJ�

(p.3465). Finally, Williams cited in Yunus, 

Salehi, and Embi (2012) stated that using comic 

VWULSV� FDQ� LPSURYH� VWXGHQWV¶� DQDO\WLFDO� DQG�

critical thinking skills (p.3463). Meanwhile, 

Yang (2013) stated that there are five strengths 

of comic strips. Firstly, comic strip is an 

educational tool in motivating students. He 

stated that before students thought in words, they 

felt in pictures. By using comic strips in teaching 

learning process, teachers can take advantages of 

motivating students. Secondly, comic strip is as 

visual medium. He indicated that students will 

read the printed materials with equal 

effectiveness. Thirdly, comic strips can be said 

as a permanent media in learning. It means that 

students can read and write a text in the 

classroom or in their home by using the same 

comic strips. Fourthly, comic strips can be said 

as an intermediate step to difficult disciplines 

and concepts.  Fifthly, teachers can introduce 

popular culture into their classroom easily and 

effectively through comic strips. 

 Considering the strengths of comic 

strips, this research would like to find out 

whether the comic strips can be used as a media 

LQ� HQKDQFLQJ� VWXGHQWV¶� VNLOO� LQ�ZULWLQJ� QDUUDWLYH�

text.    

2. Method 
By identifying the problems, the researcher 

conducted Action Research in Class X 3 of SMA 

Negeri I Tapa which has 25 students. This action 

research was conducted by collaborating with 

the English teacher in designing lesson plan, 

determining the criteria of success, observing the 

teaching ± learning process and doing reflection.  

This process of this research based on 

.HPPLV�	�0F7DJJDUW¶V�PRGHO� �2014), such as 

planning, acting, observing and reflecting (p.19). 

In the planning step, the researcher prepares 

lesson plan, instruments of observations, and 

VWXGHQWV¶� ZRUNVKHHW� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� WHDFKLQJ�

writing by using comic strips as a media in 

teaching narrative text. While in the acting step, 

the teaching writing designed in the lesson 

plan was implemented on the tenth   class, 

they are 25 students. The implementation of 

this teaching writing narrative text using 

comic strips use the steps of writing process. 

The steps of writing process consist of 

prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and 

publishing. 

In this step, the collaborator observed 

the teaching writing narrative text by using 

comic strips. The researcher observed the 

VWXGHQWV¶�DFWLYLWLHV��,Q�REVHUYLQJ�DFWLYLW\��WKH�

researcher and collaborator use instruments 

of observation checklist. The instruments 

consist of the teacher and VWXGHQWV¶�DFWLYLWLHV�

surrounding the implementation of using 

comic strips in teaching writing narrative 

text. After the acting step, the researcher  
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analyzed the result of observation in the 

observing step. The researcher analyzed 

ZKHWKHU� WKH� WHDFKHU¶�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�VWXGHQWV¶�

DFWLYLWLHV� DQG� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

achievement in implementing comic strips in 

teaching writing narrative text.  The 

reflection step is evaluation of the result of 

the acting that obtained from observation. 

The result of this analysis, the researcher and 

collaborator decided which activities have be 

done for the further cycle in this research.   

To collect the data, the researcher used 

observation and test. The observation 

FRQVLVWV� RI� WKH� WHDFKHU� DQG� VWXGHQWV¶�

activities. Sugiyono (2013) stated that there 

are two aspects of observing, such as process 

and instruments. Process of observing 

consists of participant and non-participant 

observation.  On the other hand, instrument 

of observing consists of structured and non-

structures observation. In this research, the 

writer uses participant observation and 

structured observation. Participant 

observation means that the researcher 

REVHUYHV� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WKH�

process of teaching learning. The structured 

observation means that the instrument of 

observation has been designed 

systematically.   

Meanwhile, the test was used to get the 

VWXGHQWV¶� VNLOO� LQ� ZULWLQJ� QDUUDWLYH� WH[W� E\�

using comic strips. In this research, the 

UHVHDUFKHU�XVHG�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�ZULWLQJ�WDVN�RQ�

every cycle as the data collected and 

DQDO\]HG�� 7KH� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� ZDV�

analyzed by using analytic scoring adapted 

from Heaton (1988 p. 146).  
$IWHU�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�GDWD��WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VNLOOs 

are classified into four classifications. These 

FODVVLILFDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� +HDWRQ¶V� RSLQLRQ� LQ�

scoring the writing task. The classifications can 

be seen in the following table. 

 

 

Table 1. The ClassLILFDWLRQ� RI� 6WXGHQWV¶� OHDUQLQJ�

Achievement 

No Classifications  The intensity of Scores 

1 Very Good 86-100 

2 Good  68-85 

3 Enough  48-67 

4 Less  32-47 

 

The Indicators of Success 
The writer decides the success of 

implementing this action based on the criteria of 

success. The criteria consists of two aspects, 

namely; first, the data obtained from the 

VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� QDUUDWLYH� LQFOXGH� FRQWHQW��

organization, vocabulary, language use and 

mechanics can reach the value 80 by using 

comic strips as a media in teaching writing.  

Second, 85% students got value 80 or more 

in their achievement classically. It indicates that 

the students can be stated success if they get 

value 80 or more. This score is based on KKM 

of SMA Negeri I Tapa is 80.  

3. Findings and Discussion 
3.1 Findings of Cycle 1 

The findings of cycle 1 include the result of 

REVHUYDWLRQ�RQ�WHDFKHU¶�V�DFWLYLWLHV��WKH�UHVXOW�RI�

REVHUYDWLRQ� RQ� VWXGHQWV¶� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WHDFKLQJ�

learning pURFHVV� DQG� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

writing skill.  

%DVHG� RQ� WKH� WHDFKHU¶V� DFWLYLWLHV� DV� VKRZQ�

in table 3 below, 42,11% of the indicators has 

EHHQ�GRQH�LQ�FODVVLILFDWLRQ�µJRRG¶��ZKLOH��������

of the indicators has been implemented in 

µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� 5,26% of the indicators 

KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�LQ�µODFN¶�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��7KHUHIRUH��

referring the data from the observation of 

WHDFKHU¶V�DFWLYLWLHV��LW�FRXOG�EH�VWDWHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�

some indicators did not do maximal. This 

condition should be advanced in the next cycle 

EHFDXVH� LW� LQIOXHQFHG� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� UHVXOW� LQ�

writing.  

0HDQZKLOH� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� LQVWUXPHQWV� RI�

observation focused on their activities during the 

ZULWLQJ�SURFHVV��QDPHO\�VWXGHQWV¶�FRRSHUDWLRQ�LQ�

group, individual commitment, and use comic 

strips. This instrument of observation is used to 

PRQLWRU� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� SHUIRUPDQFH� DQG�

participation during the writing process using 

comic strips. The result of observation of 
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VWXGHQWV¶� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WKH� first cycle was shown 

in table 2. 

 
Table 2. The result of REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�

the first cycle 

 

No Indicators 
Implementation (%) 

Good Enough Lack 

1 6WXGHQWV¶�FRRSHUDWLRQ�

in group 

20 12 68 

2 Individual 

commitment 

20 8 72 

3 Use comic strips 84 16 - 

 
 7KH�GDWD�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ�VWXGHQWV¶� DFWLYLWLHV�

showed that the percentage for indicator 

VWXGHQWV¶�FRRSHUDWLRQ�LQ�JURXS�LV�����LQ�µJRRG¶�

FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ���� µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� DQG�

����µODFN¶�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��7KH�VWXGHQWV¶�DFWLYLWLHV�

showed that they were lack in cooperation with 

their group and their individual commitment. 

Therefore, the indicators must be built up in the 

next cycle.  

 The last point discussed the result of 

VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO� LQ� WKH� ILUVW� F\FOH�� 7KH�

VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO� ZDV� YLHZHG� from the 

aspects of writing, namely organization, content, 

language use, vocabulary, and mechanics. The 

result of data analyzing on the writing aspects of 

VWXGHQWV¶� VNLOO� LQ� ZULWLQJ� QDUUDWLYH� WH[W� XVLQJ�

comic strips could be seen in table 3. 

 
Table 3. The UHVXOW� RI� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO� LQ� WKH� ILUVW�

cycle 

 
No The aspects 

of writing 

Score Average Percentage 

1 Content 544 21,76 72,53 

2 Organization  218 8,72 43,6 

3 Vocabulary  291 11,64 58,2 

4 Language 

Use  

314 12,56 50,24 

5 Mechanics  71 2,84 56,80 

 
Data which are presented in table 5 are as 

IROORZV�� ,Q� WKH� FRQWHQW� DVSHFW� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

QDUUDWLYH� ZULWLQJ�� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� VFRUH� LV� ����

(72,53%) with the average is 21,76. The 

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� WKH� WRWDO� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� VFRUH� LQ�

this aspect of writing is 218 (43,6%) with its 

average is 8,72. In vocabulary aspect, the 

VWXGHQWV¶�VFRUH�LV��������������DQG�LWV�DYHUDJH�LV�

�������1H[W�� WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VFRUH� LQ� WKH� ODQJXDJH�

aspect is 314 (50,24%) or its average is 12,56. 

Finally, mechanics aspect is scored 71 (56,80%) 

ZLWK� LWV� DYHUDJH� LV�������%DVHG�RQ� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

result of writing narrative text, the researcher 

IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VNLOO�LQ�ZULWLQJ�QDUUDWLYH�

text is not best possible yet, because there are 

four aspects of writing got less than 60% namely  

organization, vocabulary, language use, and 

mechanics. While the content aspect has score 

more than 60% , that is 72,53%.  

The findings indicated that the action 

research should be gone on the next cycle 

because from twenty five students, only four 

students or (16%) were successful in learning or 

KDYH� µJRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� :KLOH� WZHQW\� RQH�

students or 84% were unsuccessful in learning. 

In the other words, many students have not skill 

yet in writing narrative text using comic strips. 

So that, the researcher concluded that the action 

research should be to continue to further cycle. 
Revision of the Implementation in Cycle 1 

There are some problems must be solved in 

the next cycle. Firstly, the students do not pay 

attention to the use of punctuation, so that the 

researcher must explain about the punctuation 

before they are asked to write narrative text 

using the other comic strips. Secondly, to 

RYHUFRPH�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�SUREOHP�LQ�XVLQJ��
nd

 verb 

form must be developed by giving them exercise 

such as grammar task especially simple past. 

Thirdly, to discuss with the students the glossary 

under the comic strips that will be written into 

narrative text. Fourthly, by understanding how to 

use punctuation and appropriate words in their 

sentences, that is expected to understand main 

and supporting sentences. Fifthly, to make the 

students could identify the generic structure of 

narrative text by understanding the plot of the 

story which was shown in the comic strips.  

These problems must be included in lesson plans 

and implemented in the further action.  

3.2 Findings of Cycle 2 
The aspects described in findings of cycle 2 

was the same as with findings in cycle 1, such as 

the result of observation on teacher and the 

VWXGHQWV¶� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� OHDUQLQJ�

process and the stXGHQWV¶�ZULWLQJ�VNLOO�� 
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Based on the data of observation on 

WHDFKHU¶V� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WHDFKLQJ�ZULWLQJ� QDUUDWLYH�

text using comic strips showed that  there was 

������� µ� JRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ������� LQ�

µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� DQG� ������ LQ� µODFN¶�

classification. Referring to the data, the 

researcher points out that there were some   

LQGLFDWRUV� ZHUH� LQFUHDVHG� LQ� WKH� WHDFKHU¶V�

activities in the second cycle.  

Derived from the GDWD�RQ�VWXGHQWV¶�DFWLYLWLHV�

in writing narrative text using comic strips 

showed that , ���� IRU� LQGLFDWRU� VWXGHQWV¶�

FRRSHUDWLRQ� LQ� µJRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ���� LQ�

µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� DQG� ���� LQWR� µODFN¶�

classification. While for indicator individual 

FRPPLWPHQW� WKHUH� ZDV� ���� LQWR� µJRRG¶�

FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ���� LQWR� µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�

and for indicator use comic strips there was 84% 

LQWR�µJRRG¶�FODVVLILFDWLRQ�DQG�����LQWR�µHQRXJK¶�

classification. It can be said that there was a 

VLJQLILFDQW� LPSURYHPHQW� RQ� VWXGHQWV¶�

performance.  

,Q�WKH�ILUVW�F\FOH��WKH�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�

cooperation in group and individual commitment 

ZHUH�PRVWO\� LQ� µODFN¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ��%XW, in the 

VHFRQG� PHHWLQJ�� WKH� LQGLFDWRUV� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

cooperation in group and individual commitment 

could be increased into enough. The indicator of 

use comic strips was mostly good classification. 

Furthermore, the VWXGHQWV¶� DFKLHYHPHQW� LQ�

writing narrative text using comic strips could be 

seen in the table . 

Comparing with the percentage in the first 

cycle, the researcher stated that the percentage in 

the second cycle was increased. In the first cycle, 

there were four students (16%) who categorized 

LQWR� µJRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� DQG� LQ� WKH� VHFRQG�

cycle, twenty students (92%) are categorized 

LQWR�µJRRG¶�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��LI�ZH�UHODWHG�

with the indicators of success that is the students 

are successful if they got score 80 or more, and 

the amount of the students who are success in 

learning or having value 80 or more can reach 

85% classically. So the researcher and the 

collaborator concluded that the action research 

should be go on to the further cycle.  
Revision of the Implementation in Cycle 2 

$IWHU� DQDO\]LQJ� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

writing in the second cycle, the researcher found 

that there were some aspects have to be fixed. 

)LUVWO\�� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� PLVWDNHV� ZHUH� RQ� WKH� XVH�

appropriate words in their sentences. The 

researcher understood the meaning of their 

sentences, but sometimes the students used 

LQFRUUHFW�ZRUGV��([DPSOHV�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�VHQWHQFHV�

are ; Rizky fell and directly below to the hospital, 

he continued to approach each person ad ask 

who reported it. Secondly, the students made 

mistakes LQ� VSHOOLQJ�� ([DPSOHV� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

sentence is; ther a man who saw the mas who 

was holding the gun and immediately called the 

SROLFH��7KH�ZRUG�µWKHU¶�VKRXOG�EH�ZULWWHQ�µ�WKHUH¶��

DQG� WKH� ZRUG� µPDV¶� VKRXOG� EH� ZULWWHQ� µ� PDQ¶��

They wrote their sentences careless. Therefore, 

the researcher and collaborator made a lesson 

plan for the third cycle based on the evaluation 

of the second cycle.  

Findings of Cycle 3 
Based on the data of observation on 

WHDFKHU¶V� DFWLYLWLHV� VKRZHG that there was 

94,74% of all indicators RI� WKH� WHDFKHU¶V�

DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� µJRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ZKLOH� ������

LQWR� µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� 7KHUHIRUH�� LW� FRXOG�

be stated that the researcher applied the activities 

which have been planned in the lesson plan and 

the indicators that were stated in the observation 

sheet. The collaborator as observer said that the 

researcher could do all indicators in the 

observation sheet. Therefore, the researcher 

could interpret that there was improvement in 

teaching learning process which could influence 

towards studeQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ�

writing narrative text using comic strips.  

 
 

Table 4. 7KH�5HVXOW�RI�6WXGHQWV¶�:ULWLQJ�6NLOO�LQ�WKH�6HFRQG�&\FOH�9LHZHG�IURP�WKH�$VSHFWV�RI�:ULWLQJ 
 

No The aspects of writing Score Average Percentage 

1 Content 608 24,32 81,07 

2 Organization  455 18,2 91 

3 Vocabulary  340 13,6 68 

4 Language Use  439 17,56 70,24 

5 Mechanics  96 3,84 76,8 
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Based on the data above, for indicator 

VWXGHQWV¶� FRRSHUDWLRQ� LQ� JURXS� ZDV� ���� LQWR�

µJRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ���� LQWR� µHQRXJK¶�

classification. While indicator individual 

FRPPLWPHQW�ZDV�����LQWR�µJRRG¶�FODVVLILFDWLRQ��

���� LQWR� µHQRXJK¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� DQG� IRU�

indicator use comic strips there was 88% into 

µJRRG¶� FODVVLILFDWLRQ�� ���� LQWR� µHQRXJK¶�

claVVLILFDWLRQ��5HIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� GDWD� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

activities in writing narrative text, it could be 

stated that of the students have acted all 

indicators. Therefore, the researcher could state 

that there was a significant improvement on 

VWXGHQWV¶� DFWLYLWLHV� in learning writing narrative 

text using comic strips.  

The data RI� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ�

skill in the third cycle could be viewed from the 

DVSHFWV� RI� ZULWLQJ�� 7KH� FRQWHQW�� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

score is 623 (83,07%) or its average is 24,92. In 

the organL]DWLRQ� DVSHFW�� WKH� WRWDO� RI� VWXGHQWV¶�

score is 482 (96,4%) with its average is 19,28. In 

WKH�YRFDEXODU\�DVSHFW��WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VFRUH�LV�����

(70,8%) with its average is 14,08. While in the 

ODQJXDJH�XVH�� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� VFRUH� LV����� ��������

or its average is 19,52. The last aspect of writing, 

mechanics has been scored 95 (76%) with its 

average is 3,8. The percentage of all aspect of 

writing are more than 60%, therefore, the 

VWXGHQWV¶�ZULWLQJ�VNLOO�KDYH�EHHQ� LQFUHDVHG��7KH�

FODVVLILFDWLRQV�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�ZULWLQJ�VNill could be 

seen in table below. 
 

Table 5. The Classifications of the Students in Writing 

Narrative Text in the Third Cycle 

 

No Classification The 

Amount 

of 

Value 

Frequency Percentage 

1 Very good 86-100 4 16 

2 Good  68-85 21 84 

3 Enough  48-67 - - 

4 Less  32-47 - - 

Sum  25 100 

 

The data in table 5 showed that there are 

four students (16%) classified into very good 

classification. They have the values more than 

86. Twenty one students (84%) are classified 

into good classification because they got the 

values between 68 and 85. There is no one 

students in enough and less classifications 

because they have not the values less than 48 

and 32 

 

4. Discussion  
%\� DQDO\]LQJ� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO� LQ�

the first cycle, the researcher found that their 

writing were disappointing. Before the 

researcher gave them a test in writing a narrative 

text using comic strips, the students were asked 

to make narrative text by using comic strips 

through the steps of writing, such as prewriting, 

drafting, revising, editing and publishing. 

+RZHYHU�� DIWHU� DQDO\]LQJ� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ�

narrative text, it was found that in the content 

aspect was 72,53%, the aspect of organization 

was 43,6%, the aspect of vocabulary was 58,2%, 

the aspect of language use was 50,24%, and the 

aspect of mechanics was 56,80%.  

7KH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�ZULWLQJ�LQGLFDWHV�

that the students had difficulties in writing 

narrative text. The first problem is in the content 

aspect. The researcher found that the students 

had difficulties to determine the topic of the 

story, so in developing their idea, they made 

sentences careless without pay attention on the 

topic. To overcome this problem, the researcher 

asked them to determine the topic of the story 

which told in the comic strips before they wrote 

it into narrative text.  

In the organization aspect, the researcher 

IRXQG� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� SUREOHP� WKDW� WKH� VWXGHQWV�

could not express their idea according to generic 

structures of narrative text. To overcome this 

problem, the researcher discussed with the 

students about the generic structures of the story 

which told in the comic strips. Based on 

%URZQ¶V� RSLQLRQ� FLWHG� LQ� &VDED\� ������S�����

that comic strips have a sequence story. While 

Khordoc cited in Yunus, Salehi, Embi 

(2002,p.3463) stated that narrative is an 

important aspect in a comic strips. So the 

researcher guided them to determine the generic 

structures of the story and it was expected the 

students wrote the narrative text easily. 

In vocabulary aspect, the students did not 

have appropriately English vocabulary. They 

wrote their sentences in Indonesia firstly and 
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then they translated it into English. They could 

not express their idea in English spontaneously.  

Next, in the language use aspect, the 

UHVHDUFKHU� JRW� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� SUREOHP� LQ� XVLQJ�

simple past. The simple past is used in writing 

narrative text. Even though the students have 

learnt about simple past in the first semester, 

they could not use it in their sentences correctly. 

So the researcher explained about the simple 

past and gave them exercises that made them 

understand about the use of simple past. 

The last aspect of mechanics, the students 

did not use punctuation and capital letters at the 

first word of a sentence. To overcome the 

problem, the researcher explained and guided 

them to punctuate and capitalize their sentences 

while the researcher revised and they edited their 

writing.  

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�F\FOH�� WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�SUREOHPV�

were in the vocabulary and language use aspects. 

In the vocabulary aspect, the same as in the first 

cycle they wrote their story in Indonesia firstly, 

and then they translated it into English. They 

always looked for each word in the Indonesian-

English dictionary. While in the language use 

aspect, the students had understood about the 

simple past or the use of 2
nd

 verb, but they did 

not know to put the 2
nd

 verb in their sentences. 

7R� RYHUFRPH� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� GLIILFXOWLHV�� WKH�

researcher guided them how to make simple 

sentences that the sentences just consist of 

subject, verb, and object or adverb.  

)LQDOO\�� LQ� WKH� WKLUG� F\FOH� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

narrative text were suitable with the organization 

of the text, used 2
nd

 verb in their sentences, they 

used punctuation. However, some of them still 

had difficulties in vocabulary aspect, such as 

they used incorrect words, but their mistakes 

were not significant.  

%\� DQDO\]LQJ� WKH� GDWD� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

achievement from the first, second, and third 

cycles, there is a significant improvement in the 

VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO� DIWHU� XVLQJ� FRPLF� VWULSV���

In the first cycle, the students who have been 

categorized good classification are four students 

(16%), while in the second cycle there are 

twenty three students (92%) classified into good 

classifications, and in the third cycle there are 

four students (16%) classified into very good 

classifications, twenty one students (84%) are 

classified into good classification. 

 Referring to the indicators of success 

that the action achieved if students have values 

80 or more, and 85% of all students have values 

80 or more classically, therefore it can be 

decided that the activities in the third cycle is 

successful. This means that the activities should 

not be continuous in the next cycle, because the 

objective of the research is achieved.   

One important thing that supported the 

successful of teaching learning in writing 

narrative text uVLQJ� FRPLF� VWULSV� LV� VWXGHQWV¶�

confidence in the process of teaching learning 

and understanding on their writing    by their 

selves. It is supported by Csabay (2006.p.25) 

who stated that comic strips can motivates and 

EXLOG� XS� VWXGHQWV¶� FRQILGHQFH� LQ� WKH� Srocess of 

teaching learning. Additionally, William cited in 

Yunus, Salehi, and Embi (2012.p.3463) stated 

WKDW� FRPLF� VWULSV� FDQ� LPSURYH� VWXGHQWV¶�

analytical and critical thinking skills.  

%\�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU¶�V�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�

teaching writing using comic strips, she 

concludes that the comic strips could not only 

HQKDQFH� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� ZULWLQJ� VNLOO�� EXW� DOVR� LW�

would improve their listening, speaking, reading, 

and English vocabularies.  

5. Conclusions and Suggestions 
5.1 Conclusions 

The implementation of this action research 

and the discussion of research findings, the 

UHVHDUFKHU� FRQFOXGHV� WKDW� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� VNLOO� LQ�

writing narrative text can enhance by using 

comic strips.  

,Q�WKH�ILUVW�F\FOH��WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�

achievement in writing narrative text using   

comic strips was unsatisfied. There were no one 

students or 0% of the students who achieve the 

minimal standard value (KKM). This is caused 

by the students have low skill in writing 

narrative text. Their difficulties included in the 

aspects of writing, such as in the content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use and 

mechanics. 

In the second cycle, the researcher revised 

the teaching learning by explaining the narrative 
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text, simple past, the use of appropriate words in 

sentences, punctuation and capitalization.  After 

UHYLVLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�OHDUQLQJ��WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VNLOO�

in writing narrative text using comic strips could 

be improved. The percentage is increased more 

than before. The students who reached the 

minimal standard value (KKM) were ten 

students or 40%. However, the action could not 

reach the success of indicators yet, because the 

UHVXOW� RI� VWXGHQWV¶� DFKLHYHPHQW� GLG� QRW� UHDFK�

85% classically. Therefore, the action should be 

continued on the third cycle. 

In the third cycle, by implementing the 

revised planning, explaining and guiding the 

students used the appropriate words, the 

researcher found that the percentage of students 

who reached minimal standard value was 88% or 

twenty two students reached the minimal 

standard values. The result of WKH� VWXGHQWV¶�

achievement indicated that using of comic strips 

as a media in teaching writing can enhance the 

VWXGHQWV¶�VNLOO�LQ�ZULWLQJ�QDUUDWLYH�WH[W� 

5.2 Suggestions 
Reflecting on the result of the action 

research, the researcher states some suggestions. 

Firstly, comic strip is useful media which can 

facilitate the teacher in teaching writing and the 

students in learning writing. It can build up the 

VWXGHQWV¶� YRFDEXODU\� DQG� WKHLU� LGHD� LQ� ZULWLQJ�

narrative text. Therefore, the researcher suggests 

to the teachers, especially English teachers to use 

the comic strips in teaching writing narrative 

text.  

Secondly, it is suggested to the other 

researchers who would focus similar research 

that comic strips is not only useful media in 

HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�VNLOl in writing narrative 

text, but it can be also used in improving the 

other skill, such as listening, speaking and 

reading.  

6. REFERENCES 
Brown, H Douglas.(2001). Teaching by Principles : An 

Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy. (2nd 

Ed.). America : Longman.  

Brown, H  Douglas. (2004). Language Assessment : 

Principles  and Classroom Practices. America :  

Longman.  

Burns, A. (1999). Collaborative Action Research for 

English Language Teachers.  

          Australia : Cambridge University Press.  

Burns, A. (2005). Action Research. In Hinkel,  E. (Ed.), 

Handbook of Research in            Second 

Language Teaching and Learning (pp.241-252). 

London : Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 

Publishers.  

Burns, A. (2010). Doing Action Research in English 

Language Teaching : A guide  

for Practitioners. New York : Routledge.  

Burns, A. ( 2014). Classroom Action Research and Teacher 

Professional      Development. In Widodo,H,P. & 

Zacharias, N, T. (Eds.), Recent Issues in  

 English Language Education : Challenges and 

Directions (pp. 89-98).  

         Surakarta : UNS Press. 

Cohn, N. (2005). Un-GHILQLQJ�³&RPLFV´���6HSDUDWLQJ��WKH�LQ�

cultural from the  

          VWUXFWXUDO� LQ� ³FRPLFV´� International Journal of 

Comic Art. Vol.7 (2) October          2005. 1 -11  

Csabay, N. (2008). Using Comic Strips in Language 

Classes. Hungary : English  

          Teaching Forum. Number 1. 24-26. 

Derrick, J. (2008). Using Comics with ESL / EFL Students. 

The Internet TESL  

         Journal, Vol. XIV, No.7, July 2008. Retrieved  from 

using comics.html 

Eisner,W., & Cloud,Mc. (2000). In Magnussen, A.& 

Christiansen, H,C. (Eds.),  

Comics Culture Analytical and Theoretical 

approaches to comics. Denmark ;  Museum 

Tusculanum  Press. 

Gebhard , J, G. (1996). Teaching English as a Foreign or 

Second Language : A  

          Teacher self Development and Methodology Guide. 

America : The University   of Michigan Press. 

Heaton, J.B. 1988. Writing English Language Test. New 

York: Longman Inc. 

Hedge, T. (2003). Teaching and learning in the language 

Classroom. New York :  

         Oxford University Press.  

Hopkins, D. (1993). $� WHDFKHU¶V� JXLGH� WR� &ODVVURRP�

Research. (2nd Ed.).Buckingham : Open University 

Press. 

Kemmis, S. & McTaggart, R.,Nixon, R. (2014). The Action 

Research Planner :            Doing Critical  

Participatory Action  Research. Singapore : 

Spinger. 

Lines, C, T. (2005). Teaching Writing tp Young Learners In  

Nunan, D. (Ed.),  

         Practical English  Language  Teaching : Young 

learners  (pp.97-118). New  

        York : McGraw ± Hill Companies, Inc.  

Megawati, F, Anugerahwati,M. (2011). Comic Strips a 

Study on the Teaching of  

           Writing Narrative Text to Indonesian ESL Students. 

Malang : State University  

          of Malang Mills,  

G, E. (2000). Action Research: a guide for the teacher 

Researcher. New Jersey : Prentice Hall. 



PROSIDING ICTTE FKIP UNS 2015                                           ISSN: 2502-4124 
Vol 1, Nomor 1, Januari 2016 
Halaman:  
 
 
 

| 623  

 

Nunan, D. (2003). Language Teaching Methodology : A 

textbook for teachers.  

          Sydney : Longman. 

Raimes, A. (1983). Tecniques in Teaching Writing. In 

Campbell, R,N, & Rutherford,  

         W,E.  (Eds.), Teaching Techniques in English as a 

Second Language. New  

         York : Oxford University Press.  

Sugiyono. (2013). Metode Penelitian Pendidikan : 

Pendekatan Kuantitatif, Kualitatif  

          dan R&D. Bandung : Alfabeta. 

Vesaci,R. (2001). How comic Books can Change the way 

our students see literature :  

          2QH�WHDFKHU¶V�3HUVSHFWLYH��The English Journal, 91: 2 

(Nov., 2001), pp. 61-67 

Yanti.(Coord.), (2013). Conest 10 The  Tenth International 

Conference on English Studies : Competence in 

Writing English based on using and without using   

picture in teaching Elementary School Students at 

Labschool Setia Budi.  

Herlina, Jakarta : Center for Studies  on Language 

and Culture. 51-56 

Yunus, M, Md., Salehi, H., Embi, M, A. (2012). Effects of 

Using Digital Comics to  

           Improve ESL Writing. Iran: Maxwell Scientific 

Organization. 3462-3469 

 

 


