


Volume 02 No. 01 July 2017

ISSN : 2502 – 5465 / e-ISSN: 2443 – 3859

Analisa
Journal of Social Science and Religion

Accredited by LIPI Number: 752/AU2/P2MI-LIPI/08/2016

Advisory Editorial
Koeswinarno

5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Editor in Chief
Sulaiman

5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

International Editorial Boards
Florian Pohl, Emory University, United State of America

+DU\�+DUXQ�%HKU��*RHWKH�,QVWLWXWH��)UDQNIXUW�8QLYHUVLW\��*HUPDQ\�
Alberto Gomes, La Trobe University, Melbourne Australia

Nico J.G. Kaptein, Leiden University, Leiden the Netherlands
David Martin Jones, University of Queensland, Brisbane Australia
3DWULFN�-RU\��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�4XHHQVODQG��%ULVEDQH�$XVWUDOLD

'ZL�3XUZRNR��7KH�,QGRQHVLDQ�,QVWLWXWH�RI�6FLHQFH��-DNDUWD�,QGRQHVLD
+HGG\�6KUL�$KLPVD��*DMDK�0DGD�8QLYHUVLW\��<RJ\DNDUWD�,QGRQHVLD

0DVGDU�+LOP\��6XQDQ�$PSHO�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\��6XUDED\D�,QGRQHVLD
,ZDQ�-XQDLGL��6HPDUDQJ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��6HPDUDQJ�,QGRQHVLD
%DQL�6XGDUGL��6XUDNDUWD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��6XUDNDUWD�,QGRQHVLD

0XVOLFK�6KDELU��:DOLVRQJR�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\��6HPDUDQJ�,QGRQHVLD
6XWULVQR��6XQDQ�.DOLMDJD�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\��<RJ\DNDUWD�,QGRQHVLD

=DPURQL��<RJ\DNDUWD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��<RJ\DNDUWD�,QGRQHVLD
1RRUKDLGL�+DVDQ��6XQDQ�.DOLMDJD�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\��<RJ\DNDUWD�,QGRQHVLD

Editors
=DNL\DK

5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Siti Muawanah
5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

$QDOLVD� LV� D� SHHU�UHYLHZHG� MRXUQDO� SXEOLVKHG� E\� WKH�2dFH� RI� 5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK� DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�
0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV�6HPDUDQJ�,QGRQHVLD��$QDOLVD�KDV�EHHQ�DFFUHGLWHG�E\�WKH�,QGRQHVLDQ�,QVWLWXWH�
RI�VFLHQFH�DV�DQ�DFDGHPLF�MRXUQDO��,W�ZDV�VWDWHG�LQ�D�GHFUHH�QXPEHU������$8��3�0,�/,3,����������7KLV�
journal specializes in these three aspects; religious life, religious education, religious text and heritage. 
Analisa aims to provide information on social and religious issues through publication of research 
EDVHG�DUWLFOHV�DQG�FULWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�DUWLFOHV��$QDOLVD�KDV�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�WZLFH�D�\HDU�LQ�,QGRQHVLDQ�VLQFH�
�����DQG�VWDUWHG�IURP������$QDOLVD�LV�IXOO\�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�(QJOLVK�DV�D�SUHSDUDWLRQ�WR�EH�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
MRXUQDO��6LQFH�������$QDOLVD�KDV�EHFRPH�&URVVUHI�PHPEHU��WKHUHIRUH�DOO�DUWLFOHV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�$QDOLVD�
ZLOO�KDYH�XQLTXH�'2,�QXPEHU�



0XQLUXO�,NKZDQ�
6XQDQ�.DOLMDJD�,VODPLF�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��<RJ\DNDUWD��,QGRQHVLD

Tauseef Ahmad Parray
*RYHUQPHQW�'HJUHH�&ROOHJH�3XOZDPD��+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�'HSDUWPHQW���

-DPPX�	�.DVKPLU��,QGLD

Umi Muzayanah
5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

A.M Wibowo
5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

8PL�0DV¿DK
5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Mustolehudin 
5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Language Advisor
Firdaus Wajdi

-DNDUWD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��-DNDUWD��,QGRQHVLD
/XWK¿�5DKPDQ

:DOLVRQJR�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Assistant to Editor
Nurlaili Noviani

5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Muhammad Purbaya
5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

Mailing Address
2dFH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW��0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��6HPDUDQJ��,QGRQHVLD

-O�8QWXQJVXUDSDWL�.DY����%DPEDQNHUHS�1JDOL\DQ
Semarang

&HQWUDO�-DYD��,QGRQHVLD
(PDLO���analisajurnal@gmail.com



The online version of Analisa Journal of Social Science and Religion can be accessed at KWWS���EODVHPDUDQJ�
NHPHQDJ�JR�LG�MRXUQDO�LQGH[�SKS�DQDOLVD�LQGH[ 

The online version of Analisa Journal of Social Science and Religion has been indexes and displayed by the 
IROORZLQJ�VHUYLFHV�

��� &URVV5HI
��� 'LUHFWRU\�RI�2SHQ�$FFHVV�-RXUQDOV��'2$-�
3. Google Scholar
4. 7KH�,QGRQHVLDQ�3XEOLFDWLRQ�,QGH[��,3,�
��� 2SHQ�$FDGHPLF�-RXUQDOV�,QGH[��2$-,�
��� ,QGRQHVLDQ�6FLHQWHN�-RXUQDO�'DWDEDVH
��� Universia Biblioteca de recursos
��� Western Theological Seminary
��� Simon Fraser University
���� $GYDQFH�6FLHQFH�,QGH[��$6,�
���� /LEUDU\�2I�&RQJUHVV
���� 8QLYHUVLWDWV�%LEOLRWKHN�/HLS]LJ��8%/�
���� Bibliotega de La Universidad De Oviedo
���� Naver Academic
���� (OLEUDU\�PSLSNV
���� Universiteit Leiden
���� ,OPHQDX�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\
���� World Wide Science
���� 2dFH�2I�$FDGHPLF�5HVRXUFHV�&KXODORQJNRUQ�8QLYHUVLW\
���� &25(
���� +RFKVFKXOH�6FKPDONDOGHQ
���� British Library
���� Lincoln University
���� Tianjin University
���� 8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DQWHUEXU\
���� Victoria University of Wellington
���� The University of Queensland library, Australia
���� *UL¿WK�XQLYHUVLW\�OLEUDU\
���� La Trobe University Library
���� &XUWLQ�8QLYHUVLW\�OLEUDU\�$XVWUDOLD
���� University of south Australia library 
���� University of new England library 
33. $XVWUDOLDQ�&DWKROLF�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\��$XVWUDOLD
34. Bond university Library, Australia 
���� &KDUOHV�6WXUW�8QLYHUVLW\�OLEUDU\�DXVWUDOLD
���� Flinders University library Australia
���� -DPHV�FRRN�XQLYHUVLW\�OLEUDU\�DXVWUDOLD
���� Macquarie University - Library Australia 
���� Murdoch University library australia
���� 6&8�/LEUDU\���6&8���6RXWKHUQ�&URVV�8QLYHUVLW\�OLEUDU\�
���� Library - Swinburne University of Technology, Australia 
���� Library Torrens University, Australia
43. /LEUDU\���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DQEHUUD
44. University of New South Wales - Library  Australia
���� University Library - University Library at Notre Dame Australia
���� USQ Library - University of Southern Queensland
���� /LEUDU\�_�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�WKH�6XQVKLQH�&RDVW��4XHHQVODQG��$XVWUDOLD
���� University Library - The University of Western Australia
���� Western Sydney University Library, Australia
���� Mendeley 



���� 0HGLDWKHN�GHU�.�QVWH
���� VUB Library
���� University of Birmingham library, the United Kingdom 
���� University of Bolton Library, the United Kingdom
���� Library - University of Bradford, the United Kingdom
���� Libraries - University of Brighton, the United Kingdom
���� Library  University of Bristol, the United Kingdom
���� &DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\��WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
���� /LEUDU\��&DUGLc�0HWURSROLWDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
���� 8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UNDQVDV�/LEUDULHV��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� 8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDU\�_�&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��/RV�$QJHOHV��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� 8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDULHV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RORUDGR�%RXOGHU��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� (OLKX�%XUULWW�/LEUDU\�+RPHSDJH���&HQWUDO�&RQQHFWLFXW�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� University of Hawaii at Manoa Library, United State of America
���� 8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,GDKR�/LEUDU\��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� 7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,RZD�/LEUDULHV��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� The University of Kansas Library,  United State of America
���� /LEUDU\�_�.HQWXFN\�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��8QLWHG�6WDWH�RI�$PHULFD
���� University of Maine at Augusta Library;  United State of America
���� 6,17$��6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�,QGH[
���� 681&$7
���� docplayer
���� Worldcat
���� 6FLOLW��6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�/LWHUDWXUH
���� %$6(��%LHOHIHOG�$FDGHPLF�6HDUFK�(QJLQH



iv

Analisa Journal of Social Science and Religion Volume 02 No.01 July 2017

pages 139-159



i

Analisa Journal of Social Science and Religion Volume 02 No 01 July 2017

$QDOLVD�-RXUQDO�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�5HOLJLRQ�UHOHDVHG�D�QHZ�HGLWLRQ�YRO���QR���������7KLV�

LV� WKH� WKLUG�HGLWLRQ�SXEOLVKHG� LQ�(QJOLVK�VLQFH� LWV�EHJLQQLQJ� LQ�������7KLV�YROXPH�UHOHDVHG� LQ� WKH�

PLG�RI�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�WKH�KHFWLF�VFKHGXOH�LQ�WKH�RdFH��+RZHYHU��WKLV�HGLWLRQ�LV�SXEOLVKHG�DV�

scheduled. Many people have contributed in this edition so that publication process of the journal is 

managed smoothly. The month of June in which this journal on the process of publishing is a month 

ZKHQ�0XVOLP�SHRSOH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�FHOHEUDWHG�WKH�,HG�)LWU��WKHUHIRUH�ZH�ZRXOG�DOVR�FRQJUDWXODWH�

to all Muslim fellows to have happy and blessing day on that occasion. 

This volume consistently issues eight articles consisting some topics related to Analisa scopes 

as follows; religious education, religious life, and religious text. Those articles are written by authors 

IURP�GLcHUHQW�FRXQWULHV� LQFOXGLQJ�,QGRQHVLD��$XVWUDOLD�� ,QGLD��DQG�*UHHFH��7KUHH�DUWLFOHV�FRQFHUQ�

on the education, one article focuses on the life of Hindu people. Furthermore, three articles discuss 

about text and heritage, and the last article explores on the evaluation of research management.

7KH� YROXPH� LV� RSHQHG� ZLWK� DQ� DUWLFOH� ZULWWHQ� E\�0XKDPPDG�8OLO� $EVRU� DQG� ,ZX�8WRPR�

HQWLWOHG�³3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HWHUPLQDQW�RI�6XFFHVVIXO�6FKRRO�WR�:RUN�7UDQVLWLRQ�RI�<RXQJ�3HRSOH�LQ�,VODPLF�

'HYHORSLQJ�&RXQWULHV��(YLGHQFH�IURP�(J\SW��-RUGDQ�DQG�%DQJODGHVK�´�7KLV�DUWLFOH�WDONV�DERXW�WKH�

HcHFWV�RI�FRQVHUYDWLYH�FXOWXUH� WR� WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�VFKRRO� WR�ZRUN�WUDQVLWLRQ� IRU�\RXQJ�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQ�

WKUHH�GLcHUHQW�FRXQWULHV�QDPHO\�(J\SW��-RUGDQ�DQG�%DQJODGHVK��7KLV�VWXG\�IRXQG�WKDW�IHPDOH�\RXWK�

WUHDWHG�GLcHUHQWO\�FRPSDULQJ�WR�WKH�PDOH�\RXWK�GXULQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�ZRUN�WUDQVLWLRQ��7KLV�LV�GXH�WR�WKH�

FRQVHUYDWLYH�FXOWXUH�WKDW�DcHFW� WR�VXFK�WUHDWPHQW��0DOH�\RXWK�UHFHLYHG�SRVLWLYH�WUHDWPHQW��RQ�WKH�

other hand female youth gained negative transitions. 

The second article is about how Japanese moral education can be a model for enhancing 

,QGRQHVLDQ�HGXFDWLRQ�HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�LPSURYLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VFKRROV��7KLV�SDSHU�LV�ZULWWHQ�

E\�0DKIXG� -XQDLGL� DQG� )DWDK� 6\XNXU� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� ¿HOG� VWXG\� DQG� OLEUDU\� UHVHDUFK�� 7KLV� VWXG\�

PHQWLRQV�WKDW�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�-DSDQ�DLPV�WR�PDNH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DGDSW�WR�WKH�VRFLHW\�DQG�PDNH�

WKHP�LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�FRPSHWHQW�LQ�PDNLQJ�GHFLVLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��7KLV�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�

applied in schools, family, community as well since these three places have interconnected each 

other.

7KH�WKLUG�DUWLFOH�LV�ZULWWHQ�E\�8PL�0X]D\DQDK��,W�GLVFXVVHG�DERXW�³7KH�5ROH�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�

education subject and local tradition in strengthening nationalism of the border society. She explores 

PRUH� WKUHH�PDWHULDOV� RI� WKH� ,VODPLF� HGXFDWLRQ� VXEMHFW� WKDW� FDQ� EH� XVHG� WR� UHLQIRUFH� QDWLRQDOLVP�

namely tolerance, democracy, unity and harmony. Besides these three aspects, there is a local 

tradition called saprahan that plays on strengthening the nationalism of people living in the border 

area.  

=DLQDO� $ELGLQ� (NR� DQG� .XVWLQL� ZURWH� DQ� DUWLFOH� FRQFHUQLQJ� RQ� WKH� OLIH� RI� %DOLQHVH�+LQGX�

SHRSOH�VHWWOLQJ�LQ�&LPDKL�:HVW�-DYD�,QGRQHVLD��7KH\�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�VRFLHW\�ZLWK�0XVOLP�DV�WKH�PDMRULW\��

,Q� WKLV� DUHD�� WKH\�KDYH� VXFFHVVIXOO\� DGDSWHG� WR� WKH� VRFLHW\� DQG�SHUIRUPHG�ÀH[LELOLW\� LQ�SUDFWLFLQJ�

+LQGX�GRFWULQH�DQG�+LQGX� ULWXDOV��7KLV� VWXG\� LV� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKHLU�¿HOG� UHVHDUFK�DQG�GRFXPHQWDU\�

research.  

7KH�QH[W�DUWLFOH� LV�ZULWWHQ�E\�7DXVHHI�$KPDG�3DUUD\�� ,W� H[DPLQHV� IRXU�PDLQ�ERRNV�RQ� WKH�

topic of democracy and democratization in the Muslim world especially in South and South East 

$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�QDPHO\�3DNLVWDQ��%DQJODGHVK��0DOD\VLD�DQG�,QGRQHVLD��7KLV�SDSHU�GLVFXVVHV�GHHSO\�

INTRODUCTION FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARDS
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RQ�ZKHWKHU�,VODP�LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�RU�QRW��+H�UHYLHZV� OLWHUDWXUH�ZULWWHQ�E\�

=R\D�+DVDQ���������6KLSLQJ�+XD���������0LUMDP�.XQNOHU�DQG�$OIUHG�6WHSDQ���������DQG�(VSRVLWR��

6RQQ�DQG�9ROO���������7R�HYDOXDWH�WKH�GDWD��KH�DOVR�XVHV�YDULRXV�UHODWHG�ERRNV�DQG�MRXUQDO�DUWLFOHV��

Thus this essay is rich in providing deep analysis.

Agus S Djamil and Mulyadi Kartenegara wrote an essay entitled “The philosophy of oceanic 

YHUVHV�RI�WKH�4XU¶DQ�DQG�LWV�UHOHYDQFH�WR�,QGRQHVLDQ�FRQWH[W´��7KLV�HVVD\�GLVFXVVHV�WKH�VHPDQWLF�DQG�

RQWRORJLFDO�DVSHFWV�RI����RFHDQLF�YHUVHV�LQ�WKH�4XU¶DQ��7KLV�VWXG\�XVHV�SDUDOHOOLVWLF�DSSURDFK�LQ�RUGHU�

to reveal such verses. Then the authors explore more on the implementation of such verses on the 

,QGRQHVLDQ�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�FRXQWU\�KDV�ODUJH�PDULQH�DUHDV��

/\GLD�.DQHOOL�.\YHORX�.RNNDOLDUL�DQG�%DQL�6XGDUGL�ZURWH�D�SDSHU�FDOOHG�³7KH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�

WUDQVLWLRQDO�VRFLHW\�RI�P\WLOHQH�DW� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�DUFKDLF�SHULRG���th�±��th� FHQWXU\�E�F���D�VWXG\�RQ�

6DSSKR¶V�³2GH�WR�$QDNWRULD´��7KLV�SDSHU�LV�DERXW�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�SRHW�ZULWWHQ�E\�6DSSKR�DV�D�FULWLFDO�

SURGXFW�IURP�WKH�0\WLOHQH�VRFLHW\�RI�*UHHN��

The last article is written by Saimroh. She discusses the productivity of researchers at the 

2dFH�RI�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV�5HSXEOLF�,QGRQHVLD��

The result of this study depicts that subjective well-being and research competence had direct positive 

HcHFW�RQ� WKH� UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\��0HDQZKLOH��NQRZOHGJH�VKDULQJ�KDG�GLUHFW�QHJDWLYH� LPSDFW�RQ�

WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\�EXW�NQRZOHGJH�VKDULQJ�KDG� LQGLUHFW�SRVLWLYH�HcHFW� WKURXJK�WKH�UHVHDUFK�

FRPSHWHQFH�RQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\��5HVHDUFK�FRPSHWHQFH�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�HcHFW�RQ�

the research productivity.

We do hope you all enjoy reading the articles.
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$QDOLVD�-RXUQDO�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�5HOLJLRQ�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�SHRSOH�WKDW�KDYH�VXSSRUWHG�

WKLV� SXEOLFDWLRQ�� $QDOLVD� VLQFHUHO\� WKDQN� WR� DOO� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� HGLWRULDO� ERDUGV� IRU� WKHLU� VXSSRUW� DQG�

WKHLU�ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� UHYLHZ�DUWLFOHV� IRU� WKLV�YROXPH��$QDOLVD�DOVR�H[SUHVVHV�PDQ\� WKDQNV� WR� ODQJXDJH�

advisor, editors, assistant to editors as well as all parties involved in the process of this publication. 

)XUWKHUPRUH��$QDOLVD�ZRXOG�DOVR�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�DXWKRUV�ZKR�KDYH�VXEPLWWHG�WKHLU�DUWLFOHV�WR�

$QDOLVD��VR�WKDW�WKLV�YROXPH�LV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�SXEOLVKHG��6SHFLDO�WKDQNV�JR�RXW�WR�3URI��.RHVZLQDUQR��WKH�

GLUHFWRU�RI� WKH�2dFH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��ZKR�KDV�

provided encouragement and paid attention to the team management of the journal so that the journal 

can be published right on schedule.

The Analisa Journal hopes that we would continue our cooperation for the next editions. 

� � � 6HPDUDQJ��-XO\�����

� � � (GLWRU�LQ�&KLHI
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$�������

Is Islam compatible with democratization in the context of Asian cultures? To address 

this important issue, a series of books have been published in the English language 

from 1990s (and especially from 2000s). Most of these books deal with the relationship 

between Islam, Muslims, and democratization with a sub-region in Asia: South 

$VLD��6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��DQG�&HQWUDO�$VLD��:KLOH�RWKHUV�GHDO�ZLWK�VDPH� LVVXHV�ZLWK�D�

focus on the future, very few deal with the relationship between Islam, Muslims, and 

democratization in the context of Asian cultures from the perspectives of theory and 

empirical country studies from all three Asian regions. In this backdrop, this essay—

by making an assessment and review of the literature, produced in the last decade, 

on this theme—focuses on the compatibility paradigm in South and South East 

Asian Muslim societies at the empirical level, with a focus on Pakistan, Bangladesh, 

Malaysia, and Indonesia. To achieve this objective, the essay follows the analytical 

and comparative methodology, and evaluates these four important books: Zoya 

Hasan (2007); Shiping Hua (2009); Mirjam Künkler and Alfred Stepan (2013); and 

John Esposito, Tamara Sonn, and John Voll (2016). A due support is taken from other 

related works (books and journal articles) as well in substantiating, supporting, and 

strengthening the argument(s) put forth in this essay.

Keywords: Democracy; Democratization; Islam; Muslim Societies; South Asia; 

South East Asia

INTRODUCTION

The compatibility and concurrence of the 

,VODPLF� VRFLDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO� FRQFHSWV� ZLWK� WKH�

principles of democracy is an issue that surfaced 

�LQ�WKH�$UDE�ZRUOG��IURP�WKH�¿QDO�GHFDGHV�RI�WKH�

��th�FHQWXU\��,W�LQWHQVL¿HG�DIWHU�WKH�HYHQWV�RI������

and the subsequent ‘War on Terror’, and once 

DJDLQ�JDLQHG�D�¿HUFH�IHUYRU�DQG�PRPHQWXP�ZLWK�

WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�RI���������LQ�WKH�$UDE�ZRUOG��

NQRZQ�DV�µ$UDE�6SULQJ¶��7KH�DWWDFNV�RI������DQG�LWV�

aftermath have concentrated, as Nader Hashemi 

�LQ�Third World Quarterly [TWQ], ������ �����

ZURWH��³,QWHUQDWLRQDO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�‘democratic 

GH¿FLW¶� LQ� $UDE� DQG�0XVOLP� VRFLHWLHV� OLNH� QHYHU�

EHIRUH´� �italics added��� $OWKRXJK�� IURP� WKH�

HYHQWV�RI������WR�WKH�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�$UDE�6SULQJ��

the issue has become a focal point of worldwide 

public debate in the Middle East and North Africa 

�0(1$��� $VLD�� WKH�:HVW�� DQG� LQ� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH�

ZRUOG��EXW�ZKHQ�ZH�ORRN�EDFN�WR�WKH�HDUO\�����V�

DQG���V��RQH�¿QGV�WKDW�VLQFH�WKHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�RIW�

DVNHG� TXHVWLRQV� ZDV�� Is Islam compatible with 

democracy?

This question has, ever since, been raised, 

debated and discussed continuously; and there 

KDYH�EHHQ�PDQ\�YLFLVVLWXGHV²RI�YDU\LQJ�GHJUHHV�

RI�LPSRUWDQFH²WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�

democratic discourse throughout these few 

decades. No doubt, this question has regained 

importance most profoundly since the events 

RI������� DQG� WKH� µ$UDE�6SULQJ¶� RI��������� DGGHG�

D� QHZ� DQJOH� WR� WKLV� ¿HUFHO\�GHEDWHG� TXHVWLRQ��
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but what  is also true is that this has resulted 

LQ� D� QXPEHU� RI� DVVHUWLRQV� DQG� DdUPDWLRQV��

theories, and paradigms. And broadly, there 

DUH� WZR� SDUDGLJPV�� WKH� &RPSDWLELOLW\ and  

Incompatibility�3DUDGLJPV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��KHUH��LQ�

WKLV�HVVD\��,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRPSDWLELOLW\�

SDUDGLJP� DW� HPSLULFDO� OHYHO²ZLWK� D� IRFXV� RQ�

South and South East Asian Muslim societies. 

7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�WZR�PDMRU�UHDVRQV��WKDW��L�� LQ�

this debate more focus has been on MENA, and 

OHVV� RQ�0XVOLP� FRXQWULHV� RI� 6RXWK�� 6RXWK� (DVW�

$VLDQ�UHJLRQV��DQG��LL��WKH�GHEDWH�KDV�EHFRPH�HYHQ�

PRUH�LQWHQVH�ZLWK�WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�,VODPLF�DQG�

Asian values vis-à-vis democratization.

,V� ,VODP� FRPSDWLEOH� ZLWK� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�

in the context of Asian cultures? To address it, 

and its interconnected crucial issues, no doubt, 

D�VHULHV�RI�ERRNV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�SDSHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�

SXEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH� (QJOLVK� ODQJXDJH� �IURP� ����V�

DQG�PRUH�IURP�����V���0RVW�RI�WKHVH�ZRUNV�GHDO�

ZLWK� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�� 0XVOLPV��

and democratization with a sub-region in Asia 

�6RXWK�$VLD��RU�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�RU�&HQWUDO�$VLD���

others deal with the same issue with a focus on 

the future, and very few deal with the relationship 

EHWZHHQ�,VODP��0XVOLPV��DQG�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�LQ�

the context of Asian cultures from the perspectives 

of theory and empirical country studies from all 

three Asian regions.

7KLV�UHYLHZ�HVVD\��LQ�WKLV�EDFNGURS��DWWHPSWV�

WR�PDNH�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�UHYLHZ�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�

VLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�VHOHFWHG�ZRUNV��SURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�

decade, on this theme, with a focus on democracy 

LQ�6RXWK�DQG�6RXWK�(DVW�$VLDQ�0XVOLP�VRFLHWLHV²

VSHFL¿FDOO\�3DNLVWDQ��%DQJODGHVK��0DOD\VLD�� DQG�

,QGRQHVLD��7R�DFKLHYH�WKLV�REMHFWLYH��WKH�IROORZLQJ�

ERRNV�DUH�UHYLHZHG�

��+DVDQ�� =R\D� �(G��� Democracy in Muslim 

Societies: The Asian Experience �������

��+XD�� 6KLSLQJ� �(G���� Islam and 

Democratization in Asia��������

��.�QNOHU�� 0LUMDP� 	� 6WHSDQ�� $OIUHG� �(GV����

Democracy and Islam in Indonesia� ��������

and

��Esposito, John L., Sonn, Tamara, & Voll, 

John O. Islam and Democracy after the Arab 

Spring��������

However, it is pertinent to mention that, 

NHHSLQJ�LQ�YLHZ�WKH�WKHPH��REMHFWLYH�RI�WKLV�HVVD\��

RQO\� WKRVH� FKDSWHUV� RI� WKHVH� IRXU� ERRNV� ZLOO� EH�

evaluated and assessed which focus on these four 

FRXQWULHV�RI�6RXWK�DQG�6RXWK�(DVW�$VLD��3DNLVWDQ�

and Bangladesh from South Asia, and Malaysia 

DQG�,QGRQHVLD�IURP�6RXWK�(DVW�$VLD��+RZHYHU��LW�LV�

necessary to highlight that many scholars support 

the assertion that the discourse revolving around 

WKH�FRPSDWLELOLW\�EHWZHHQ�,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�

JDLQHG� SURPLQHQFH� RQO\� IURP� WKH� ¿QDO� GHFDGHV�

RI� ODVW�FHQWXU\��HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH�����V�DQG���V��

Therefore, it is apt to present, in the beginning, a 

EULHI�RYHUYLHZ�RI�,VODP²GHPRFUDF\�FRPSDWLELOLW\�

and incompatibility paradigms.

ISLAM—DEMOCRACY (IN) COMPATI 

BILITY PARADIGMS: A BRIEF 

OVERVIEW

3URIHVVRU�V�� -RKQ� (VSRVLWR� DQG� -DPHV�

3LVFDWRUL�� EDFN� LQ� ����� LQ The Middle East 

Journal (MEJ), argued that in the Middle East, 

³WKH�����V�DQG�WKH�����V�ZHUH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�$UDE�

QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�VRFLDOLVP�� WKH�����V�DQG�����V�

ZLWQHVVHG� WKH� ULVH� RI� µ,VODPLF� IXQGDPHQWDOLVP¶��

FKDOOHQJLQJ� VHFXODU� LGHRORJLHV´�� ZKLOH� DV� WKH�

����V�� ZLWQHVVHG� WKH� ³FRQWLQXHG� VWUHQJWK�

RI� ,VODPLF� UHYLYDOLVP� «� DQG� WKH� LQFUHDVHG�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� RI� ,VODPLF�PRYHPHQWV� LQ� HOHFWRUDO�

SROLWLFV´� WKDW� EURXJKW� LQWR� IRFXV� ³WKH� TXHVWLRQ�

RI� WKH� FRPSDWLELOLW\� RI� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\´�

�(VSRVLWR�DQG�3LVFDWRUL�������������

7ZR� \HDUV� DIWHU� �LQ� ������� *XGUXQ� .UlPHU�

�)UHH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� %HUOLQ�� *HUPDQ\�� LQ�Middle 

East Report [MER], asserted the view that since 

WKH�����V�WKH�GHEDWH�DERXW�,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�

³ZLWQHVVHG�VRPH�IUHVK�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�FRQVLGHUDEOH�

PRYHPHQW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG´�DV�D�JURZLQJ�QXPEHU�

RI� 0XVOLPV� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� DQG� ,VODPLVW� DFWLYLVWV��

“called for pluralist democracy, or at least for 

VRPH�RI�LWV�EDVLF�HOHPHQWV��WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�DQG�WKH�

protection of  human rights, political participation, 

JRYHUQPHQW� FRQWURO�� DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\´�� ,Q�KHU�

theory, the “terms and concepts used are often 
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rather vague or deliberately chosen so as to 

DYRLG�QRQ�,VODPLF�QRWLRQV´�EHFDXVH�PDQ\�VSHDN�

of Shura� DV� ³WKH� LGHDOL]HG� ,VODPLF� FRQFHSW� RI�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�TXD�FRQVXOWDWLRQ´�� RWKHUV� UHIHU� WR�

³,VODPLF� GHPRFUDF\´� DQG� PDQ\� RWKHUV� ³GR� QRW�

KHVLWDWH� WR� FDOO� IRU� GHPRFUDF\´� �.UlPHU�� ������

�±���cf��.UlPHU��LQ�5HMZDQ�������������

6LPLODUO\�� WZR� \HDUV� DIWHU� ������ 3URIHVVRU�

1RDK� )HOGPDQ� �+DUYDUG� 8QLYHUVLW\�� 86$��

ZURWH�� WKH� ³FUXFLDO� TXHVWLRQ´�� FDQ� ,VODP� DQG�

GHPRFUDF\�EH�FRPSDWLEOH²HLWKHU�LQ�SULQFLSOH�RU�

LQ� SUDFWLFH²LV�� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� WLPHV�� ³QR� ORQJHU�

PHUHO\�RI�DEVWUDFW�RU�UHJLRQDO� LQWHUHVW´��EHFDXVH�

LW� KDV� EHHQ� ³GHEDWHG� LQ� VFRUHV� RI� $UDELF� ERRNV��

articles, and fatwas since the temporary success 

RI� ,VODPLVWV� LQ� WKH� $OJHULDQ� HOHFWLRQV� RI� ����´�

DQG�IURP�WKH�PLG�����V�WUHPHQGRXVO\�LQ�(QJOLVK�

ZRUNV²SURGXFHG�E\�0XVOLPV�DQG�QRQ�0XVOLPV�

DOLNH²DV� ZHOO�� 6R�� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� WLPHV� �L�H��� LQ�

WKH� ��st� FHQWXU\�� LW� LV� DEVXUG� WR� SHUFHLYH� DQG�

GLVFXVV� ³,VODPLF�GHPRFUDF\´�DV�D� ³FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�

LQ� WHUPV´� �)HOGPDQ�� LQ� $ERX� (O� )DGO�� ������

����� $OPRVW� D�GHFDGH�DIWHU� ������ ,UIDQ� $KPDG�

�SUHVHQWO\� DW� $XVWUDOLDQ� &DWKROLF� 8QLYHUVLW\��

UHLWHUDWHG� WKDW� WKH� LQWHUIDFH� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�

and democracy, an important global debate, 

³LQWHQVL¿HG� LQ� WKH� ZDNH� RI� µ'HPRFUDF\¶V� 7KLUG�

:DYH¶´� ������������GXULQJ�ZKLFK� ³��� FRXQWULHV�

PDGH�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�GHPRFUDF\´��DQG��LQ�FRQWUDVW��

RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V����0XVOLP�PDMRULW\�FRXQWULHV�RQO\�

WZR� ZHUH� GHPRFUDWLF� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� �����

�$KPDG�� ������ �������� VHH� DOVR�� +XQWLQJWRQ��

������ ��±����� 7KLV� DEVHQFH� RI� GHPRFUDF\� LQ�

the ‘Muslim world’, Ahmad emphasizes, has 

generated many explanations, predominantly 

UDLVLQJ� WKH� ³VLJQDWXUH� TXHVWLRQ´�� Is Islam 

compatible with democracy"� ,W� KDV� UHVXOWHG� LQ�

two major poles in this debate, which Ahmad 

ODEHOV�� WKH� ³&RPSDWLELOLW\� DQG� ,QFRPSDWLELOLW\�

3DUDGLJPV´��$KPDG��������������$OVR��LW�UHVXOWHG�

LQ� WKH� IRUPXODWLRQV� OLNH� ³Arab-democracy gap��

GH¿FLW´� DQG� LQ� WKH� WKHRUL]DWLRQ� RI� ³Making 

Islam Democratic´�� DV� SXW� IRUZDUG� E\� VFKRODUV�

OLNH�$OIUHG�6WHSDQ��*UDHPH�%��5REHUWVRQ��/DUU\�

'LDPRQG��DQG�$VHI�%D\DW��6WHSDQ�DQG�5REHUWVRQ��

������ ��±���� 'LDPRQG�� ������ �������� %D\DW��

������

:KLOH� UHIHUULQJ� VSHFL¿FDOO\� WR� WKH� (QJOLVK�

ZRUNV�RQ�WKLV�GHEDWH��PDQ\�VFKRODUV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�

GLVFRXUVH�VWDUWHG�LQ�����V��PLG�����V��(VSRVLWR�

DQG�3LVFDWRUL��������DO�+LEUL��������DO�6ROK��������

.UlPHU��������6DODPH���������(VSRVLWR�DQG�9ROO��

�����������²DQG�WKLV�LV�JHQHUDOO\�DFFHSWHG�YLHZ�

in this discourse in the context of scholarship 

RI� $UDE� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� DQG� WKLQNHUV�� 7KXV�� WKH�

TXHVWLRQ� RI� GHPRFUDF\� RU� ,VODP¶V� FRPSDWLELOLW\�

with democracy has been widely commented 

upon, especially in the context of the Arab world. 

However, sometimes it is somehow ignored that 

majority of the Muslims live in South and South 

(DVW�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�� OLNH�3DNLVWDQ��%DQJODGHVK��

0DOD\VLD��,QGRQHVLD��HWF�

,Q� VWDWLVWLFDO� WHUPV�� DV� =R\D� +DVDQ� �������

������� SXWV� LW�� ���� RI� WKH� ZRUOG¶V� 0XVOLPV� DUH�

QRQ�$UDEV� DQG� RYHU� ���� OLYH� LQ� $VLDQ� VWDWHV��

7KH�0XVOLPV�RI�6RXWK�$VLD��,QGLD��3DNLVWDQ�DQG�

%DQJODGHVK�� DFFRXQW� IRU� ���� RI� WKH� 0XVOLP�

ZRUOG�� ,VODP� LQ� WKHVH� SDUWV� LV� HYHQ� WRGD\�

TXDOLWDWLYHO\� GLcHUHQW�� 7KXV�� RI� PRUH� WKDQ� ����

billion individuals who constitute the Muslim 

world today, the majority inhabits the Asian 

FRXQWULHV� RI� ,QGRQHVLD�� %DQJODGHVK�� ,QGLD� DQG�

3DNLVWDQ�

$V� IDU� DV� ,VODP�GHPRFUDF\� GLVFRXUVH�� ERWK�

in theory and practice is concerned, the major 

concentration has been on the Arab world. This 

does not, however, undermine the fact that there 

LV�QR�VFKRODUVKLS�RQ�,VODP�GHPRFUDF\�GLVFRXUVH�

LQ� 6RXWK�� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ� FRQWH[W� �VHH�� IRU�

example, Parray, in Islam and Muslim Societies, 

����� ,6($6� /LEUDU\�� �����1�� ,Q� WKH� HPSLULFDO�

DUHD�� WKHUH� KDYH� EHHQ� PDQ\� ZRUNV� IRFXVLQJ� RQ�

WKLV� UHJLRQ�� HLWKHU� VSHFL¿FDOO\� RQ� 6RXWK�� 6RXWK�

East Asia, or on Asia in general, including South, 

 
�7KH�/LEUDU\�RI�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�6WXGLHV�

�,6($6��6LQJDSRUH�SXEOLVKHG�D�ELEOLRJUDSK\�LQ�-DQXDU\������
on ‘Islam, Politics and State in Southeast Asia’, covering his-
tory, culture, politics, religion, legal and gender issues, inter-
UHOLJLRXV�DQG�FRQÀLFWV��HWF��RI�DOO�FRXQWULHV�RI�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�
�LQ�DOSKDEHWLFDO�RUGHU�DQG�XQGHU�YDULRXV�VHFWLRQV���%UXQHL��
&DPERGLD��/DRV��9LHWQDP�� ,QGRQHVLD��0DOD\VLD��0\DQPDU��
3KLOLSSLQHV�� 6LQJDSRUH�� DQG� 7KDLODQG� �VHH�� ,6($6�� ����� LQ�
WKH�ELEOLRJUDSK\��
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6RXWK� (DVW�� DQG� &HQWUDO� $VLD�� RU� VRPHWLPHV� RQ�

D� VSHFL¿F� FRXQWU\� RI� WKHVH� UHJLRQV�� 6RPH�RI� WKH�

examples for these categories, in the alphabetical 

RUGHU��DUH� $EX�6KDK������� $]UD������� Barton, 

����� )HOGPDQ�� ����� +DVDQ�� ������ +HIQHU��

������+LOP\������� +XD��������+XGVRQ�DQG�$]UD��

����� -DPKDUL��������.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ������� 

0XMDQL�DQG�/LGGOH������� 0XWDOLE������� Nagata, 

����� 1DNDPXUD������� 5HXWHU������� Robinson, 

������ DQG� 6DOLP�� ������ 0RUHRYHU�� WKHUH� DUH�

PDQ\� ZRUNV� WKDW� IRFXV� RQ�0XVOLP� FRXQWULHV� RI�

GLcHUHQW�UHJLRQV²IURP�0(1$�WR�$VLD��7KH�WKUHH�

best examples of this category, of which this 

ZULWHU� LV�DZDUH�RI��DUH��-RKQ�(VSRVLWR�DQG�-RKQ�

Voll’s Islam and Democracy� �������� D� VHPLQDO�

ZRUN��LW�LQFOXGHV�VL[�FDVH�VWXGLHV�RI�,UDQ��6XGDQ��

3DNLVWDQ�� 0DOD\VLD�� $OJHULD�� DQG� (J\SW�� DQG�

provides an examination of this broad spectrum of 

experiences by providing “important insights into 

understanding the complex relationships between 

,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�ZRUOG´�

�(VSRVLWR� DQG� 9ROO�� ������ ����� 3DXO� .XELFHN¶V�

Political Islam and Democracy in the Muslim 

World� �������� ZKLFK²UDWKHU� WKDQ� EODPLQJ�

,VODP� IRU� WKH� ODFN� RI� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� WKH�0XVOLP�

ZRUOG²H[DPLQHV� WKH� UROH� RI� ,VODP� DQG� ,VODPLF�

oriented actors in several countries of Africa, 

South and Southeast Asia, and the Middle East 

�OLNH� 7XUNH\�� 0DOD\VLD�� 3DNLVWDQ�� %DQJODGHVK��

0DOL�� ,QGRQHVLD�� DQG� 6HQHJDO�� RI� ³UHODWLYHO\�

VXFFHVVIXO� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ´� �.XELFHN�� ������ ����

,W� ³SXUSRVHIXOO\� DYRLGV� HVVHQWLDOL]LQJ� ,VODP� DV�

LQKHUHQWO\� DQWLGHPRFUDWLF� RU� GHPRFUDWLF´�� DQG�

UDWKHU�WKDQ�DVNLQJ�³if and how Islam undermines 

democracy”, the focus and objective of this study 

LV�³WR�XQFRYHU�KRZ�GHPRFUDF\�KDV�WDNHQ�URRW� LQ�

0XVOLP�PDMRULW\� FRXQWULHV´� DQG�� LQ� SDUWLFXODU��

WKH� UROH� RI� ,VODP� LQ� WKLV� SURFHVV� �.XELFHN��

������ ��� italics added��� ,Q� -HcUH\� +D\QHV� �LQ�

Democratization�� �����¶V� DVVHVVPHQW��.XELFHN¶V�

ERRN� LV� DQ� ³LQWHUHVWLQJ��ZHOO� UHVHDUFKHG´� DQG� ³D�

welcome addition to studies of contemporary 

GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ´��ZLWK�³VDWLVI\LQJO\�FRPSDUDWLYH�

IRFXV�RQ� µGHPRFUDWLF� VXFFHVV� VWRULHV¶´��(VSRVLWR��

Sonn, and Voll’s Islam and Democracy after the 

Arab Spring���������RQ�WKH�VLPLODU�OLQHV��LQFOXGHV�

VHYHQ� ����FDVH�VWXGLHV�RI�7XUNH\�� ,UDQ��3DNLVWDQ��

,QGRQHVLD�� 6HQHJDO�� 7XQLVLD�� DQG�(J\SW�� ,W� LV� RQ�

WKLV� UDWLRQDOH� WKDW� WKHVH�ERRNV�DUH� LQFOXGHG�DQG�

DVVHVVHG� �LQ� FKURQRORJLFDO� RUGHU�� LQ� WKLV� UHYLHZ�

essay. 

PROCESS OF DEMOCRATIZATION 

IN SOUTH AND SOUTH EAST 

ASIAN MUSLIM SOCIETIES: AN 

ASSESSMENT

=R\D� +DVDQ� �(G���� Democracy in Muslim 

Societies: The Asian Experience �������2 A study 

RI�VL[�����$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV��RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�0XVOLP�

LQ� WHUPV� RI� SRSXODWLRQ�� 3DNLVWDQ�� %DQJODGHVK��

,UDQ�� 7XUNH\�� ,QGRQHVLD�� DQG� 0DOD\VLD� DQG� WKH�

process of democratization therein, this edited 

YROXPH� VHHNV� WR� GLVFXVV� LQ� GHWDLO� ³WKH� LPSXOVHV�

DW�ZRUN�LQ�0XVOLP�VRFLHWLHV�DQG�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�

VRFLDO�IRUFHV�VKDSLQJ�RSLQLRQ�DQG�DFWLRQ´��$QVDUL��

LQ� +DVDQ�� ������ ���� ,W� H[SORUHV� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�

of the political transformation and democratic 

transition as well as assesses the extent of actual 

democratization in these six countries. Ultimately, 

WKLV�ERRN�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�IXQGDPHQWDO�

LQFRPSDWLELOLW\�EHWZHHQ�,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�

the Asian Muslim countries.

The six countries studied in this volume are 

FRYHUHG� LQ� VL[� ���� FKDSWHUV��SUHFHGHG�E\�D�EULHI��

but very insightful, “Foreword´� E\� 0�� +DPLG�

$QVDUL��SS�������DQG�³Introduction´�E\�WKH�(GLWRU�

=R\D� +DVDQ� �SS�� ������²3URIHVVRU�� &HQWUH� IRU�

Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University 

�-18���1HZ�'HOKL��,QGLD²DQG�IROORZHG�E\�µ1RWHV�

DERXW� &RQWULEXWRUV¶� �SS�� ��������� DQG� µ,QGH[¶�

�SS�� ���������� 7KH� µ�¶� FKDSWHUV� DUH� VL[� FRXQWU\�

VWXG\� SDSHUV� �E\� �� JUHDW� VFKRODUV�� FRQWULEXWLQJ�

“to dwell on the democratic discourse and its 

RXWFRPH´� LQ� WKHVH� FRXQWULHV²DWWHPSWLQJ� WR�

understand the process of democratization by 

ORRNLQJ�WR�$VLDQ�VRFLHWLHV�WR�JUDVS�WKH�YDULHWLHV�RI�

�0\�UHYLHZ�RQ�WKLV�ERRN�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�Islam and Mus-
lim Societies—A Social  Science Journal�>IMS@���������������
�� SJV�� RQOLQH� DW� KWWS���ZZZ�PXVOLPVRFLHWLHV�RUJ�9RO��
'HPRFUDF\���LQ���0XVOLP���6RFLHWLHV���7KH���
$VLDQ���([SHULHQFH�SGI��ODVW�DFFHVVHG�RQ���th�-DQ���������
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0XVOLP� SROLWLFV� DQG�PXOWLSOH� SDWKV� XQGHUWDNHQ�

LQ� WKH�TXHVW� IRU�GHPRFUDF\²IURP�7XUNH\� LQ� WKH�

:HVW� WR� ,QGRQHVLD� LQ� WKH� (DVW� RI� $VLD� �+DVDQ��

����������.HHSLQJ�LQ�YLHZ�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�HVVD\��

KHUH�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�DQG�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�

3DNLVWDQ�� %DQJODGHVK�� ,QGRQHVLD�� DQG� 0DOD\VLD�

only is presented.

,Q�KLV�µ)RUHZRUG¶��$QVDUL�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�WKH�

debate about democracy and democratization 

in Muslim societies “has acquired an edge in 

UHFHQW� \HDUV´�� ZLWK� GLcHUHQW� OLQHV� RI� DUJXPHQWV�

put forward, equally, by scholars and analysts 

of Muslim world and of West. None of these 

arguments and assertions, in Ansari’s assessment, 

³PDNHV� DOORZDQFH� IRU� UHYLVLWLQJ� WKH� WH[WV� IRU�

evolving perceptions or for varied patterns of  

behavior amongst Muslims as groups in societies 

OLYLQJ� LQ� VSDFH� DQG� WLPH� LQ� GLcHUHQW� ODQGV´�

�$QVDUL��LQ�+DVDQ������������)RU�KLP��LQ�WKH�ZDNH�

RI�LPPHGLDWH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�������WKH�³HcRUW�WR�

reform and modernize Muslim societies provided 

WKH�UDWLRQDOH´�IRU�WKH�WKHVLV�DQG�FRPPHQWDULHV�RI�

6DPXHO�+XQWLQJWRQ�DQG�)UDQFLV�)XNX\DPD��$QG�

thus, the “promotion of democracy became the 

chosen instrument much as human rights had 

VHUYHG�D�VLPLODU�SXUSRVH�LQ�WKH�&ROG�:DU´��$QVDUL��

LQ� +DVDQ�� ������ ���� ,Q� KLV� DVVHVVPHQW�� WKH� VL[�

essays and the introduction by Zoya Hasan, the 

editor, tests “the premises of the compatibility 

DUJXPHQW�� LQ� WKHRUHWLFDO� DQG� HPSLULFDO� WHUPV´��

VKRZLQJ� WKDW� ³D� FOHDU� PDMRULW\´²UDQJLQJ� IURP�

���� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� WR� ���� LQ� ,UDQ²³DJUHH�

that ‘democracy may have problems, but it’s 

EHWWHU� WKDQ� RWKHU� IRUPV� RI� JRYHUQPHQW¶´�� 7KLV�

also demonstrates that although these studies 

“project a varied pattern in terms of perceptions 

and practice. Performance levels have inevitably 

EHHQ� DcHFWHG� E\� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� HDFK� VRFLHW\�

in terms of governance. The central thesis of 

FRPSDWLELOLW\��QHYHUWKHOHVV��GRHV�VHHP�WR�KROG´�LQ�

DOO�FDVHV��$QVDUL��LQ�+DVDQ�������������

,Q� WKH� ³,QWURGXFWLRQ´�� D� � GHVFULSWLYH��

assessment of the six papers, Zoya Hasan 

discusses the process of democratization, raising 

and answering many questions related to the 

theme of democratization of Muslim societies. 

6KH�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�³WUDJHG\�RI������

and its aftermath focused the world’s attention on 

0XVOLP� SROLWLFV´�� SURYRNLQJ� ³D� QXPEHU� RI� KDUG�

TXHVWLRQV� DERXW� ,VODP� DQG� WKH� 0XVOLP� ZRUOG´��

including the questions about the compatibility 

RI� ,VODP� ZLWK� GHPRFUDF\� DQG� WKH� GHPRFUDWLF�

GH¿FLW� LQ� WKH� 0XVOLP� ZRUOG�� ,V� GHPRFUDF\� WKH�

exception rather than the norm in Muslim 

VRFLHWLHV"´� �+DVDQ�� ������ ����� 7KLV� TXHVWLRQ�� DV�

pointed out in the introduction of this essay as 

ZHOO��RU�WKH�³GHEDWH�RYHU�GHPRFUDF\��LWV�GH¿QLWLRQ�

and fundamentals, as well as its impact on 

governments’ domestic and foreign policies have 

continued for a long time´� �+DVDQ�� ������ ����

italics added���6KH�LV�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�

TXHVWLRQ�RI�,VODP¶V�FRPSDWLELOLW\�ZLWK�GHPRFUDF\�

has been widely commented upon, especially for 

the Arab world, as demonstrated, in her analysis, 

E\�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�-RKQ�(VSRVLWR���������$XJXVWXV�

1RUWRQ� �������� 1DUFKROLVK� 0DGMLG� �������� DQG�

*KDVDP� 6DODPH� �������� ,PSRUWDQWO\�� VKH� DOVR�

KLJKOLJKWV� WKDW� WKH� PRVW� LQÀXHQWLDO� SHUVSHFWLYH�

with regard to politics in the Muslim world “points 

WR�D�GHPRFUDWLF�GH¿FLW´��DVFULELQJ�³WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�

GHPRFUDF\�WR�WKH�WRWDOLVWLF�FKDUDFWHU�RI�,VODP��LWV�

ability to penetrate interstate boundaries, and 

WKH�FRPSOHWH�DGKHUHQFH�RI�LWV�EHOLHYHUV�WR�VSHFL¿F�

EHKDYLRXUDO� WHQHWV� RI� � ,VODPLF� FXOWXUH´� �+DVDQ��

�����������7KLV�YLHZ��LQ�+DVDQ¶V�DQDO\VLV��EHFDPH�

WKH� EDVLV� RI� +XQWLQJWRQ¶V� DQG� )XNX\DPD¶V�

WKHVLV�RI�³VXSSRVHG�LQFRPSDWLELOLW\�RI�,VODP�DQG�

GHPRFUDF\´��+DVDQ������������

On the basis of these arguments, analysis, 

viewpoints, and perspectives, Zoya Hasan 

concludes that “the problem of democratization 

in Muslim societies is not primarily of religion 

>,VODP@��EXW�RI�KLVWRU\�DQG�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�

development, and of Western and imperial 

GRPLQDWLRQ� RI� WKH� UHJLRQ´� �+DVDQ�� ������ �����

$OVR�� DV� GHPRFUDF\� H[LVWV� DQG� LV� ZRUNLQJ�� LQ�

varying degrees, in many Muslim countries, the 

³PDLQ� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKH� LQVLVWHQFH� WKDW� ,VODP� DQG�

democracy are incompatible is, therefore, political 

DQG�WKH�IHDU�WKDW�DQ�,VODPL]HG�SROLWLFDO�RSSRVLWLRQ�

ZRXOG�GRPLQDWH�WKH�SRSXODU�YRWH´��+DVDQ��������

����� $QG� WKLV� LV� KLJKOLJKWHG� E\� +DVDQ� LQ� WKHVH�
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OLQHV��³7KH����0XVOLP�FRXQWULHV�KDYH�D�YDULHW\�RI�

HFRQRPLF� DQG� SROLWLFDO� V\VWHPV´�� PRVW� RI� WKHVH�

Muslim states have “adopted modern written 

constitutions and secular attitudes towards 

LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VWUXFWXUHV�´� DQG� WKXV� RQH� ¿QGV�

that “there is no one political or judicial system 

SUHYDLOLQJ� LQ� WKH�0XVOLP� ZRUOG´� �+DVDQ�� ������

����

,W� LV� RQ� WKHVH� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� WKDW� DWWHPSWV�

“to examine and analyze the process of 

GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� LQ� $VLDQ� VRFLHWLHV´�� E\� ORRNLQJ�

“at the growth of democratic politics and the 

SROLWLFV�RI�,VODP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�VWDWH�VRFLHW\�

UHODWLRQV�DQG�WKH�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��GHPRFUDF\�GHEDWH´�

�+DVDQ������������ DQG� UHYHDOV� WKH� WZR�IROG� IDFW�

WKDW�³WKHUH�LV�UHPDUNDEOH�KLVWRULFDO�GLcHUHQWLDWLRQ�

DQG� GLYHUVLW\� ZLWKLQ� WKH�0XVOLP� VRFLHWLHV´�� DQG�

WKDW�WKHUH�LV�³GLYHUVLW\�LQ�,VODP�LWVHOI�DQG�DFURVV�

QDWLRQV� ZLWK� PDMRULW\� ,VODPLF� SRSXODWLRQV´�� ,W�

also reveals very clearly that the “constitutional 

DQG�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�,QGRQHVLD�DQG�0DOD\VLD�

LV�YHU\�GLcHUHQW�IURP�WKDW�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�QDWLRQV�

RI� WKH� 0DJKUHE� >0LGGOH� (DVW@� RU� 6XE�6DKDUDQ�

$IULFD«��DQG�6RXWK�$VLD�LV�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQWHVWHG�

SDUW� RI� WKH� 0XVOLP� ZRUOG´� �+DVDQ�� ������ �����

+DVDQ�SXWV�IRUWK�WKHVH�REVHUYDWLRQV�

&RPSDULVRQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVVHV�LQ�,UDQ��7XUNH\��
3DNLVWDQ�� %DQJODGHVK�� ,QGRQHVLD� DQG� 0DOD\VLD��
therefore, questions the conventional view that 
the socio-political ethos of Muslim societies is 
opposed and insensitive to democracy. The expe-
rience of these six countries reveals a variety of 
political processes, political systems, and political 
WUDQVLWLRQV��«�:KLOVW� WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PDQ\�XSV�
and downs in their political trajectories, there is 
no evidence of any fundamental incompatibility 
EHWZHHQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\�� 0RUH� QRWHZRU-
WK\� LV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� ,VODPLF�QRUPV�RI�JRYHUQDQFH�
GR�QRW�¿JXUH�SURPLQHQWO\� LQ� WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�
JRYHUQPHQW��,QGHHG��WKH�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�IHDWXUH� LV�
the varied forms of politics and political systems 
�+DVDQ��������������

Four important points that Hasan detects 

and determines from the experiences of these 

$VLDQ� FRXQWULHV�� LQFOXGH�� �L�� $VLDQ� FRXQWULHV�

highlight the positive potential for democracy and 

GHPRFUDWLF�WUDQVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�0XVOLP�ZRUOG���LL��DV�

there is no one type of political system, there is 

QR�VLQJOH�PRGHO�RI�GHPRFUDF\�� �LLL�� WKDW� WKHUH� LV�

QR� IXQGDPHQWDO� LQFRPSDWLELOLW\� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�

and democracy in the Asian Muslim world, and 

QR� V\VWHPDWLF� HcRUW� KDV� EHHQ�PDGH� WR� EXLOG� DQ�

HQGXULQJ�,VODPLF�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�WR�WKH�H[FOXVLRQ�

RI�RWKHU�DOWHUQDWLYHV��DQG��LY��0XVOLPV�DUH�HQJDJHG�

in vigorous debate on the political system, and 

even though some people are disillusioned, they 

GR�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH�GHPRFUDWLF�IUDPHZRUN��+DVDQ��

����������

&RYHULQJ� D� SHULRG� RI� ��� \HDUV�� IURP� WKH�

ELUWK�RI�%DQJODGHVK�LQ������WR�WKH�HQG�RI�������

&KDSWHU� ��� ³The Struggle of Democracy in 

Bangladesh´� E\� $PHQD� 0RKVLQ� DQG� 0HJKQD�

*XKDWKDNXUWD� �SS�� ������� SURYLGHV� D� ZLGH�

ranging overview of the political trajectory in 

Bangladesh, arguing that the hostility between 

the ruling coalition and main opposition party 

�$ZDPL�/HDJXH��� D� VSLUDOLQJ� WUHQG�RI� YLROHQFH��

the government’s utter disregard for the rule of 

law, the diminishing importance of parliament, 

and growing religious militancy have all 

GHOLYHUHG� VHULRXV� EORZV� WR� GHPRFUDF\�� 6HHNLQJ�

to understand the polity of Bangladesh from 

the perspective of the political, ideological and 

economic underpinnings of democracy, and 

democratic practices, in this chapter Mohsin 

DQG� *XKDWKDNXUWD� WUHDW� %DQJODGHVK� ³QRW� RQO\�

as a society dominated by a Muslim majority 

population, but also as a developing economy 

where democratic practices and institutions 

are evolving in an ever-increasing globalized 

ZRUOG´� �0RKVLQ� DQG� *XKDWKDNXUWD�� LQ� +DVDQ��

�����������7KH�DXWKRUV�¿QG��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��WKDW�

VLQFH�LWV�ELUWK�LQ������³GHPRFUDF\�LV�LQ�FULVLV�LQ�

Bangladesh not because it is a Muslim society, 

but because it is a developing nation, where 

institutions of parliamentary democracy have 

not developed in the same way as in Western 

GHPRFUDFLHV´� �0RKVLQ� DQG� *XKDWKDNXUWD�� LQ�

+DVDQ�� ������ �������� $OWKRXJK� WKH� GHPRFUDWLF�

parties in Bangladesh are gaining ground at 

micro-level, the progress is indeed very slow at 

WKH�PDFUR� OHYHO� �0RKVLQ� DQG�*XKDWKDNXUWD�� LQ�

+DVDQ������������

&KDSWHU� ��� ³The Indonesian experience 
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in Implementing Democracy´� E\� $QGULDQD�

(OLVDEHWK��SS�����������IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�,QGRQHVLDQ�

H[SHULHQFH� LQ� SUDFWLFLQJ� GHPRFUDF\²ZKHUH�

0XVOLPV� FRQVWLWXWH� WKH� PDMRULW\�� DQG�� RU� LV�

home to one of the largest Muslim community 

LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,W�VSHFL¿FDOO\�KLJKOLJKWV�WZR�LVVXHV�

UHODWHG� WR� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� 0XVOLP�

VRFLHW\�� YL]�� ³VWDWH±VRFLHW\� UHODWLRQV´� DQG� ³WKH�

SUREOHP� RI� UHOLJLRXV� IUHHGRP´� �(OLVDEHWK��

LQ� +DVDQ�� ������ ����� 7KH� GHSWKV� RI� SROLWLFDO�

DQG� HFRQRPLF� FULVHV�� DQG� WKH� ZHDNQHVV� RI�

national government to resolve them, Elisabeth 

underlines, have complicated the positive 

PRYHPHQW� WRZDUG� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�

DQG� WKH� PDMRU� FKDOOHQJHV� EHIRUH� ,QGRQHVLDQ�

GHPRFUDF\� DUH�� WKH� ³SURWHFWLRQ� RI� PLQRULWLHV�

because the state has discriminative politically 

DQG� HFRQRPLFDOO\´�� ³GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� FRPPXQDO�

DQG� SROLWLFDO� FRQÀLFWV´�� DQG� WDFNOLQJ� WHUURULVP�

RU�³WHUPLQDWLQJ�WHUURULVW�DFWV�E\�UDGLFDO�JURXSV´�

�(OLVDEHWK��LQ�+DVDQ������������

(OLVDEHWK� REVHUYHV�� ³,QGRQHVLD� VWLOO�

needs to ‘learn’ democracy, but good, clean 

governance would be necessary for the success 

of the democratization process. The political and 

HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�D�ZHDN�DQG�FRUUXSW�

JRYHUQPHQW�� ,VODP� KDV� QRWKLQJ� WR� GR� ZLWK� WKH�

IDLOXUH�RI�,QGRQHVLDQ�GHPRFUDF\��SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�

,VODPLF�SROLWLFV�KDV�QHYHU�KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�

LQ�WKH�,QGRQHVLDQ�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP´��(OLVDEHWK��LQ�

+DVDQ��������������,QGRQHVLD�KDV�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WR�

go before it can become democratic as massive 

corruption and socio-economic exploitation 

hamper the growth of democracy. The chapter 

FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�WKLV�DVVHUWLRQ�WKDW�DV�³,QGRQHVLDQ�

0XVOLPV� DUH� QRW� KRPRJHQRXV´�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW�

WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� ³WKHUH� LV� QR� VLQJOH� ,VODPLF�

FRPPXQLW\� WKDW� LV� DEOH� WR� LQWHUSUHW� ,VODPLF�

YDOXHV�IRU�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�,QGRQHVLDQ�

SROLWLFV´�� DQG� WKXV� WKH� ³&RPSDWLELOLW\� EHWZHHQ�

,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\� UHPDLQV� GHEDWDEOH´��

among others due to varied interpretations of 

,VODP��DQG�³SROLWLFDO�UHDVRQV´�DV�ZHOO��(OLVDEHWK��

LQ�+DVDQ���������������

&KDSWHU� ��� ³Islam and Democracy in 

Malaysia´�E\�$EGXO�5HKPDQ�(PERQJ��SS������

����� VHHNV� WR� DGGUHVV� E\� H[DPLQLQJ� WKH� FDVH� RI�

0DOD\VLD��TXHVWLRQV�VXFK�DV��&DQ�0XVOLP�VWDWHV�

institute governance that is democratic, just 

and transparent, and deliver the goods for their 

FLWL]HQV��0XVOLPV�DQG�QRQ�0XVOLPV�DOLNH"�:KDW�

are the success factors that lead to this, and 

what are the obstacles? What lessons can be 

learnt for modernizing Muslim societies in the 

��st� FHQWXU\"� �(PERQJ�� LQ�+DVDQ�� ������ � ������

To address and answer these questions, this 

FKDSWHU�¿UVW�EULHÀ\�DGGUHVVHV�0DOD\VLDQ�KLVWRU\�

ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� LWV� SOXUDOLW\� DQG� ,VODPL]DWLRQ��

as well as the impact of colonialism; then 

provides an analysis of Malaysian development 

performance within the context of relatively 

stable political and social systems. The next part 

examines a number of important experiences 

and lessons that have contributed to the relative 

success of the Malaysian experiment, including 

the political system, the leadership and the 

FRQÀLFW� RI� UHVROXWLRQ� PHFKDQLVP�� WKH� UROH� RI�

GHYHORSPHQWDO� VWDWH� DQG� DdUPDWLYH� DFWLRQ��

gender parity, as well as governance, ethics 

DQG� LQWHJULW\�� 7KH� ¿QDO� VHFWLRQ� RI� WKLV� FKDSWHU�

GLVFXVVHV�KRZ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�,VODP�DQG�0XVOLPV�

is being addressed by the country’s leadership, 

the opposition and civil society in order to 

engage with modernity and globalization, as well 

as the contestations and tensions that have been 

HPHUJLQJ� LQ� WKH� VRFLHW\� �(PERQJ�� LQ� +DVDQ��

������ �������� 7KH� FHQWUDO� DUJXPHQW� RI� WKH�

FKDSWHU�LV�WKDW�WKH�,VODPL]DWLRQ�RI�0DOD\�SROLWLFV�

needs to be appreciated in relation to shifting 

VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�LGHDV�DQG�ERXQGDULHV�WKDW�GH¿QH�

the political process in Malaysia.

Embong reaches the conclusion that although 

0DOD\VLD� KDV� ¿YH�GHFDGHV�ROG� H[SHULHQFH� RI�

practicing democracy and general elections, 

it’s political system is not regarded “as truly 

GHPRFUDWLF´�E\�PDQ\�VFKRODUV��DQG�WKXV�(PERQJ�

GLcHUHQWLDWHV�EHWZHHQ� ³IRUPDO�GHPRFUDF\´� DQG�

³VXEVWDQWLYH� GHPRFUDF\´� �(PERQJ�� LQ� +DVDQ��

������������(PERQJ�VXEVWDQWLDWHV�KLV�YLHZ�ZLWK�

these observations of a prominent political 

scientist writing about the Malaysian political 

V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�����V��³LW�LV�KDUG�WR�SODFH�0DOD\VLD�
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in a clear-cut category between democracy and 

DXWKRULWDULDQLVP´��LW�LV�³QHLWKHU�GHPRFUDWLF�QRU 

DXWKRULWDULDQ� «� >DV@� WKH� 0DOD\VLDQ� SROLWLFDO�

system has been balancing between repression 

DQG� UHVSRQVLYHQHVV´� �&URXFK�� ������ ������ ,W�

LV� LQ� WKLV� FRQWH[W� WKDW� (PERQJ� GLcHUHQWLDWHV�

between ‘formal’ and ‘substantive’ forms of 

democracy in the very beginning of this chapter 

DV��³%\�formal democracy is meant institutional 

democracy, that is, the institution of an electoral 

system to elect the country’s leaders who contest 

for power through their respective political 

parties. By substantive democracy we mean 

participatory democracy, or the space for the 

articulation of  views based on the basic freedom 

of  speech, space to participate in decision-

PDNLQJ� SURFHVVHV� DW� GLcHUHQW� OHYHOV�� DFFHVV� WR�

opportunities, irrespective of  ethnicity, gender 

DQG� UHOLJLRQ�� DQG� VR� RQ´� �(PERQJ�� LQ� +DVDQ��

���������� italics added���+H�DOVR�DGGV� WKDW�QR�

GRXEW� WKH� GLcHUHQWLDWLQJ� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR� LV�

necessary; however what is also must to point out 

is that “democracy is not a static system, but one 

WKDW� LV� FRQWLQXRXVO\� HYROYLQJ´�� DQG� WKXV� ³ZKLOH�

WKH� IUDPHZRUN� KDV� EHHQ� EDVHG� RQ� D� :HVWHUQ�

type democratic system, the substance and 

implementation has been very much conditioned 

by the historical context as well as by the internal 

social and political dynamics that impact upon 

WKH� V\VWHP�� OHDGLQJ� WR� VRPH�PRGL¿FDWLRQV� DQG�

FKDQJHV´��(PERQJ��LQ�+DVDQ�������������

)RU� (PERQJ�� LW� LV� GLdFXOW� WR� SUHGLFW� WKH�

IXWXUH� RI� GHPRFUDF\� �IRUPDO� GHPRFUDF\�� LQ�

Malaysia, but it is not unpredictable to see 

WKH� ³FRQWHVWDWLRQV´� EHWZHHQ� µwhat ,VODP¶ and 

‘ZKRVH�,VODP¶²WKH�IRUFHV�ZKLFK�ZLOO�³FRQWLQXH�WR�

dominate the political landscape in the coming 

\HDUV´� LQ� 0DOD\VLD� �(PERQJ�� LQ� +DVDQ�� ������

����� italics added��� +H� ¿QDOO\� FRQFOXGHV� ZLWK�

WKLV�REVHUYDWLRQ��³)RU�0DOD\VLD�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG��

the state must be responsive to challenges and 

SRSXODU� GHPDQG�� ZLWK� OHDGHUV� ZDONLQJ� WKHLU�

WDON��«� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\�� VXEVWDQWLYH�GHPRFUDF\�FDQ�

be enhanced, which in turn will help strengthen 

IRUPDO� GHPRFUDF\´� �(PERQJ�� LQ� +DVDQ�� ������

�������

About multi-ethnic and multi-religious 

DVSHFWV�RI�0DOD\VLD��(PERQJ�LV�RI�WKLV�RSLQLRQ��

³,Q� WHUPV� RI� PDQDJLQJ� D� PXOWL�HWKQLF� DQG�

multi-religious society, Malaysia’s experience 

in formulating the constitutional arrangements 

of the ‘social contract’ and power-sharing 

enshrined in the constitution has been shown to 

EH� D�ZRUNDEOH� IRUPXOD� LQ� WKH� ODVW�¿YH�GHFDGHV��

though, of late, certain strains and tensions have 

emerged. These short-comings and tensions 

need to be examined critically and addressed 

HcHFWLYHO\� LQ� NHHSLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� FKDQJLQJ�

conditions of global competitiveness and new 

WKLQNLQJ�RQ�WKH�PDWWHU´��$QG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��

PDNHV�LW�VXUH�WKDW�VXFK�D�³UHWKLQNLQJ�LV�QRW�WR�GR�

away with the fundamental principles of power-

sharing, but to strengthen the principles in spirit 

and in practice in the midst of the challenges 

RI� JOREDOL]DWLRQ� DQG� PRGHUQLW\´� �(PERQJ�� LQ�

+DVDQ�������������

+H�¿QGV� WKH�VROXWLRQ� IRU� VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�

strengthening of democracy in meeting out, and 

in being “responsive to the challenges and popular 

GHPDQGV´�E\�WKH�VWDWH� by active participation of 

the civil society in representing “the interests of 

the people without fear or favour and participate 

HcHFWLYHO\� LQ� GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ´�� ³,Q� WKLV� ZD\��

substantive democracy can be enhanced, which 

in turn will help strengthen formal democracy´�

�(PERQJ��LQ�+DVDQ���������������italics added��

&KDSWHU� ��� ³Functioning of Democracy in 

Pakistan´� E\� 0XKDPPDG� :DVHHP� �SS�� ����

������ DWWHPSWV� WR� DQVZHU� WKH� TXHVWLRQ�� LQ� WKH�

FRQWH[W� RI� SRVW������� µZK\� KDV� GHPRFUDF\� QRW�

EHHQ�FRQVROLGDWHG� LQ�3DNLVWDQ"¶�E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�

those democratic norms and institutions that 

have failed to compete with the more powerful 

traditional forces that are highly resistant to 

FKDQJH�� 7KH� FKDSWHU� ORRNV� FULWLFDOO\� ³DW� WKH�

institutional approach, behaviouralist model, 

survey-based research and the civil society 

DSSURDFK´� DQG� DUJXHV� LQ� IDYRU� RI� D� ³VWUXFWXUDO�

DSSURDFK� WR� WKH� VWXG\� RI� SROLWLFV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ´��

leading to “an analysis of democracy in terms of 

state formation along with the pivotal role of the 

DUP\��DV�ZHOO�DV�HOHFWRUDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�SROLWLFV´��
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The chapter also discusses the questions of 

“economic growth, human development and 

KXPDQ� ULJKWV� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ´� DQG� WKHLU� UHOHYDQFH�

ZLWK�GHPRFUDF\� WKHUHLQ�� ,Q� WKH�¿QDO� VHFWLRQ�� LW�

ORRNV�DW�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�,VODP�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�

3DNLVWDQ��DQG�H[SORUHV�WKH�ZD\�WKH�³LGHRORJLFDO�

IUDPHZRUN� RI� WKH� VWDWH� KDV� LQWHUDFWHG� ZLWK�

patterns of authority inherited from British 

,QGLD´� �:DVHHP�� LQ� +DVDQ�� ������ ������ )RU�

:DVHHP�� ³3DNLVWDQ� LV� D� VHULRXV� FDQGLGDWH� IRU�

GHPRFUDF\´�DQG�LWV�SROLWLFV�LV�D�FODVVLF�H[DPSOH�

RI� ³SHUHQQLDO� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ´�� 3DNLVWDQ� KDV�

passed through a “process of transition from 

PLOLWDU\� WR� FLYLOLDQ� UXOH� LQ� WKH�PLGGOH� ����V´��

GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�D�GXDO�IDFW��³WKH�DUP\¶V�SRWHQWLDO�

and willingness to  intervene in politics as and 

ZKHQ� LW� GHHPV� ¿W´�� DQG� WKH� ³UHVLOLHQFH� RI� WKH�

political community as well as the dynamism 

of the civil society at large, which struggled for 

restoration of democracy after each military 

WDNHRYHU´��:DVHHP��LQ�+DVDQ��������������7KLV�

FKDSWHU�GHPRQVWUDWHV� WKDW�³3ROLWLFV� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�

FDQ�EH�GH¿QHG� LQ� WHUPV�RI�D�SHUHQQLDO� VWUXJJOH�

IRU�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ´��DQG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�³SDWWHUQV�

RI�DXWKRULW\´��:DVHHP��LQ�+DVDQ����������������

RXWOLQHV�WZR�PRGHOV�RI�GHPRFUDWLF�GLVSHQVDWLRQV��

�L�� RQH�� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� SDUOLDPHQWDU\�

sovereignty, the elected executive wielding 

supreme power and civilian control over military; 

examples include the Bhutto government 

�����±����� DQG� RI� 1DZD]� 6KDULI� LQ� ������ �LL��

VHFRQG�� EDVHG� RQ� D� FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� IUDPHZRUN�

FDOOHG� GLDUFK\�� ZKHUHE\� WKH� ¿QDO� DXWKRULW\� RI��

the state is shared between the parliamentary 

and non-parliamentary forces; examples of this 

GLDUFK\��ZLWK�µSUHVLGHQW�LQ�XQLIRUP�DORQJ�ZLWK�D�

QRPLQDWHG�SULPH�PLQLVWHU¶��LQFOXGH�=LD±-XQHMR�

GXR������±����RU� WKH�0XVKDUUDI±6KDXNDW�$]L]�

FRPELQH������������RWKHU�H[DPSOHV��LQ�WKH�IRUP�

RI�ZKDW�ZDV�NQRZQ�LQ�WKH�FRPPRQ�SDUODQFH�DV�

WKH�µUXOH�RI��WURLND¶²UHSUHVHQWHG�D�QRQ�PLOLWDU\�

president, a directly elected prime minister and 

WKH�&2$6²LQFOXGH�WZR�JRYHUQPHQWV�RI��%HQD]LU�

%KXWWR� �����±��� DQG� ����±���� DQG� WKH� ¿UVW�

JRYHUQPHQW�RI��1DZD]�6KDULI�������±����

His observations clearly point to “the 

IXWLOLW\� RI� D� FXOWXULVW� DSSURDFK´� WR� WKH� LVVXH� RI�

democracy in Muslim-majority states such as 

3DNLVWDQ��DQG�D�³VWUXFWXUDO�DSSURDFK�WR�SROLWLFV�

KDV� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� SRWHQWLDO� WR� H[SODLQ� WKH� ODFN�

RI�GHPRFUDF\´� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��:DVHHP�� LQ�+DVDQ��

������ ������ :DVHHP� FRQFOXGHV� KLV� FKDSWHU�

ZLWK� WKHVH� REVHUYDWLRQV�� ³WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�

LPEDODQFH´�EHWZHHQ� WKH�DUP\�DQG�EXUHDXFUDF\�

and Parliament and political parties has “created 

D� GLFKRWRP\� EHWZHHQ� VWDWH� DQG� GHPRFUDF\´�

>LQ� 3DNLVWDQ@� «� $V� RSSRVHG� WR� WKH� FXOWXULVW�

DQDO\VHV�RI� WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�,VODP�DQG�

GHPRFUDF\�� WKH� FDVH� RI� 3DNLVWDQ� SRLQWV� WR� WKH�

central position of the power structure and its 

LQVWLWXWLRQDO� H[SUHVVLRQ� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ� DV� WKH� UHDO�

VRXUFH� RI� ,VODPLF� DVFHQGDQF\´� �:DVHHP�� LQ�

+DVDQ�������������

All in all, these cases of Asian experience 

LQ� WKLV� ERRN� KLJKOLJKWV� IRXU� LPSRUWDQW� LVVXHV��

�D�� WKH� SRVLWLYH� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� GHPRFUDF\� DQG�

democratic transitions in the Muslim world; 

�E�� QR� VLQJOH� PRGHO� RI� GHPRFUDF\� ¿WV� IRU�

whole Muslim world, as their political systems 

YDU\�� �F�� QR� IXQGDPHQWDO� LQFRPSDWLELOLW\�

EHWZHHQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\� H[LVWV� LQ� $VLDQ�

0XVOLP�ZRUOG��DQG��G��0XVOLPV�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�

vigorous debate on the political system. There 

DUH� VRPH� VLJQL¿FDQW� WUHQGV� WKDW� HPHUJH� IURP�

the assessment of the countries studied. Each 

country is anxious to demarcate its identity as 

being distinct from the Arab world; and all these 

FRXQWULHV��UHYLHZHG�DERYH��KDYH�D�FRORQLDO�SDVW��

6LJQL¿FDQWO\�� DOO� FRXQWULHV� KDYH� H[SHULHQFHG�

PLOLWDU\�� DXWKRULWDULDQ� UXOH� DW� VRPH� SRLQW� RI�

time or the other; each country has followed a 

GLcHUHQW�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDO�WUDMHFWRU\�

in spite of having many common factors. To cut a 

long story short, Democracy in Muslim Societies 

is a great endeavor and attempt to bring forth 

the Asian experience of democracy, revealing 

that there is no fundamental incompatibility 

EHWZHHQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� WKH� $VLDQ�

Muslim countries. And at the same time, the 

ERRN� UHYHDOV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� D� VLQJOH� PRGHO� RI�

GHPRFUDF\� FDQQRW�ZRUN� DFURVV� WKHVH� FRXQWULHV�

DV�HDFK�FRXQWU\�KDV�D�GLcHUHQW�KLVWRU\�DQG�HDFK�
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KDV� WUHDG� RQ� D� GLcHUHQW� SDWK� LQ� WKH� VHDUFK� IRU�

GHPRFUDF\�� ,Q� VKRUW�� Democracy in Muslim 

Societies� LV� D� YDOXDEOH� DQG� XVHIXO� ZRUN� RQ� WKH�

WKHVLV�RI� FRPSDWLELOLW\�RI� ,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�

LQ� 0XVOLP� $VLD²6RXWK� DQG� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ�

Muslim countries.

6KLSLQJ� +XD� �(G���� Islam and 

Democratization in Asia �����3�� 7KH� FHQWUDO�

TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKLV�YROXPH²HGLWHG�E\�6KLSLQJ�+XD�

�3URIHVVRU�RI�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�

&HQWHU� IRU� $VLDQ� 'HPRFUDF\� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\�

RI� /RXLVYLOOH�²VHHNV� WR� DQVZHU� LV�� ,V� ,VODP�

compatible with democratization in the context 

of Asian cultures? To address this important 

TXHVWLRQ��D�VHULHV�RI�ERRNV�KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG��

most of them dealing with the relationship 

EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�� 0XVOLPV�� DQG� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�

ZLWK�D�VXE�UHJLRQ�LQ�$VLD²HLWKHU�6RXWK��RU�6RXWK�

(DVW��RU�&HQWUDO�$VLD²KRZHYHU��WKH�XQLTXH�IHDWXUH�

RI�ERRN�WKDW�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�

,VODP�� 0XVOLPV�� DQG� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� LQ� WKH�

context of Asian cultures from the perspectives 

of theory and empirical country studies in South, 

6RXWKHDVW��DQG�&HQWUDO�$VLD��7KLV�YROXPH�VHHNV�WR�

KHOS�LQ�¿OOLQJ�WKLV�JDS�

Most contributors in this collection, 

DOWKRXJK��DUH�DdOLDWHG�ZLWK�VFKRODUO\�LQVWLWXWLRQV�

in North America and Europe, most of them 

KDYH� WKHLU� HWKQLF� RULJLQV� LQ� $VLD�� &RQWULEXWRUV�

in this collection include not only scholars but 

also practitioners, such as diplomats. The voices 

of this diverse group thus represent a variety of 

YLHZSRLQWV²VSDQQLQJ� IURP� WKRVH� ZKR� EHOLHYH�

WKDW� ,VODP� LV� FRPSDWLEOH� ZLWK� GHPRFUDF\� WR�

WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�GRXEWV�DERXW� LW� �+XD������������

'LYLGHG� LQWR� �� SDUWV�� WKH� ERRN� FRQVLVWV� RI� WHQ�

����� FKDSWHUV�� SUHFHGHG� E\�� DPRQJ� RWKHUV�� DQ�

³,QWURGXFWLRQ´� �SS�� ����� E\� WKH� HGLWRU�� 6KLSLQJ�

+XD��ZKHUHLQ�KH�PDNHV�D�GHVFULSWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�

DOO� WKH� FKDSWHUV�� D� EULHI� DQDO\VLV�� UHYLHZ� RI� WKH�

 
30\�WZR�UHYLHZV�RQ�WKLV�ERRN�ZHUH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ Democ-

ratization, �����������������������DQG�LQ�Islam and Muslim 
Societies—A Social Science Journal [IMS],����������������SJV��
online at KWWS���ZZZ�PXVOLPVRFLHWLHV�RUJ�9RO��,VODP���
DQG���'HPRFUDWL]DWLRQ���LQ���$VLD�SGI� � �ODVW� DFFHVVHG�
RQ���th�-DQ�������

literature or in other words, the uniqueness of 

WKLV�ERRN��+H�DOVR�UHYHDOV�WKH�DLP��REMHFWLYH��DQG�

SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�ERRN��ZKLFK�LV�WR�FDVW�VRPH�PXFK�

QHHGHG� OLJKW� RQ� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�

and democratization within the context of Asian 

cultures and institutions—ranging from South, 

6RXWK�(DVW��DQG�&HQWUDO�$VLD��LQFOXGLQJ�3DNLVWDQ��

%DQJODGHVK�� ,QGRQHVLD�� 0DOD\VLD�� $IJKDQLVWDQ��

&KLQD�DQG�&HQWUDO�$VLD�

Islam and Democratization in Asia²KDYLQJ�

both theoretical and empirical chapters, on most 

RI� WKH� $VLDQ� FRXQWULHV²RQ� WKH� ZKROH� LV� D� JRRG�

FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� WKH� RQJRLQJ� GHEDWH� RI� ,VODP�

GHPRFUDF\�FRPSDWLELOLW\�LQ�0XVOLP�FRXQWULHV��,W�

LV� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� VWXG\� WKDW�RcHUV� D�EDODQFHG�

understanding of the debated issue of democracy 

DQG�,VODP�LQ�SRVW������LQWHUUHOLJLRXV��LQWHUFXOWXUDO�

relations, covering both theoretical and practical 

DVSHFWV� RI� ,VODP�� 0XVOLPV�� GHPRFUDF\�� DQG�

democratization in Asian countries.

7KH�FKDSWHUV�UHODWHG�WR�3DNLVWDQ��%DQJODGHVK��

0DOD\VLD�� DQG� ,QGRQHVLD� DUH� DV� IROORZV�� LQ� LWV�

SDUW� ,,��RQ� µ6RXWK�$VLD¶�� WZR�FKDSWHUV�GLVFXVV� WKH�

UHODWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� WKH�

FRQWH[W� RI� 3DNLVWDQ� DQG� WKH� DVSLULQJ� SOXUDOLVW�

GHPRFUDF\� DQG� H[SDQGLQJ� SROLWLFDO� ,VODP� LQ�

Bangladesh by Touqir Hussain and Tariq Karim, 

UHVSHFWLYHO\� �FKDSWHUV� �� DQG� ��� SS�� ������� DQG�

���������� 6LPLODUO\�� D� SDUW� RQ� µ6RXWKHDVW� $VLD¶�

LQFOXGH� FKDSWHUV� E\�)HOL[�+HLGXN� DQG�1DYHHG� 6��

6KHLNK��ZKLFK�GLVFXVV� WKH�UROH�RI�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�

SROLWLFDO�,VODP�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��RI�SRVW�6XKDUWR�HUD��

DQG�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�,VODP��GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�

DPELJXLWLHV� RI� ,VODPLF�DWH�� SROLWLFV� LQ� 0DOD\VLD��

UHVSHFWLYHO\� �FKDSWHUV� �� DQG� ��� SS�� �������� DQG�

���������

,Q� FKDSWHU� ��� ³Islam and Pakistan�´�

$PEDVVDGRU�7RXTLU�+XVVDLQ� �SS����������DUJXHV�

WKDW� ,VODP� KDV� SURYLGHG� D� OHJLWLPDWH� FDXVH� IRU�

,VODPLF�DFWLYLVP�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��6LQFH�WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKH�

QDWLRQ� KDG� D� ZHDN� QDWLRQDO� LGHQWLW\�� 3DNLVWDQLV�

KDYH� KLVWRULFDOO\� ORRNHG� IRU� D� VXUURJDWH� LGHQWLW\��

and have often found it in religion. For him, years 

of authoritarian rule, degraded rule of law, social 

LQMXVWLFH��DQG�ZHDN�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH�KDG�
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LWV� RZQ� FRQVHTXHQFH�� HQFRXUDJLQJ� WKH� SXEOLF�

tendency to resort to extremist solutions. Many 

,VODPLF� WKLQNHUV� DUH� HQJDJHG� LQ� DQ� LQWHOOHFWXDO�

HcRUW� WR� EULQJ� ,VODPLF� YDOXHV� WR� WKH� FHQWHU� RI�

WKH� GHEDWH� LQ� WKH� ,VODPLF� ZRUOG�� DV� D� PHDQV� RI�

renewing their societies that are under siege from 

Western cultural and political assault. There 

is thus a new wave of predominantly religion-

based revisionism in which religion has become 

a medium of expression of social discontent, 

economic dissatisfaction, political activism, and 

SHUVRQDO�XQKDSSLQHVV��DQG�WKH�,VODPLVWV�DUH�ULGLQJ�

this wave.

Much of this chapter focuses on a historical 

analysis of the rise of religious extremism in 

3DNLVWDQ�DQG�KRZ�LW�KDV�FRPH�WR�SRVH�DQ�H[LVWHQWLDO�

WKUHDW�WR�3DNLVWDQ¶V�VWDWH�DQG�VRFLHW\��,W�DOVR�IRFXVHV�

on where we go from here. Democracy could be 

a way to defeat extremism but faces defeat from 

extremism itself. Democracy may bring stability 

WR� 3DNLVWDQ� EXW� FDQ� LW� VXUYLYH� LQVWDELOLW\"� 7KH�

chapter concludes with a section on the challenges 

3DNLVWDQ¶V� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� IDFHV� IURP� ,VODPLVWV��

LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�H[WUHPLVWV��+XVVDLQ��LQ�+XD��������

�������� ³ZKLOH� ,VODP� LV� ULVLQJ� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ�� VR� LV�

the surge for democracy, as witnessed in the 

unprecedented activism of the civil society in the 

DJLWDWLRQ� DJDLQVW� 0XVKDUUDI� LQ� ������ $� SXEOLF�

RSLQLRQ�SROO�UHOHDVHG�LQ�-DQXDU\������E\�WKH�8�6��

,QVWLWXWH�RI�3HDFH�>86,3@�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�

RI�3DNLVWDQLV�ZDQW�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�WR�EH�DQ�,VODPLF�

GHPRFUDF\´� �+XVVDLQ�� LQ� +XD�� ������ ������ ³7KH�

fact is, it is not the idea of democracy that has 

IDLOHG�>LQ�3DNLVWDQ@�EXW� LWV�SUDFWLFH��KRZHYHU��WKH�

PDMRULW\�RI�SHRSOH�GR�QRW�UHDOL]H�WKDW��,VODP�PD\�

be incompatible with a Western liberal democracy 

that rests on individual-ism and secularism, but it 

is not incompatible with democratic ideals such 

as basic human rights, respect for human dignity, 

and social justice. Right now, the democratic and 

the religious waves are not reconciling, but this is 

QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LUUHFRQFLODEOH´��+XVVDLQ��LQ�

+XD�������������

,Q�FKDSWHU����³Bangladesh: The New Front-

/LQH� 6WDWH� LQ� WKH� 6WUXJJOH� EHWZHHQ� $VSLULQJ�

Pluralist Democracy and Expanding Political 

Islam�´� 7DULT�.DULP� �SS�� ��������� UHPDUNV� WKDW�

Bangladesh “presents itself as a most interesting 

case study of a third-world nation struggling to 

establish, preserve, and consolidate democracy 

against the grain of a legacy of deep-rooted 

political schizophrenia that is apparently 

HPEHGGHG�LQ�LWV�LGHQWLW\�DQG�KLVWRU\´��.DULP��LQ�

+XD�� ������ ������ %DQJODGHVK²FRQVLGHUHG� XQWLO�

recently “as a possible role model for developing 

Muslim nations because of its inherited secular 

tradition, its democratic aspirations, and 

LQFOXVLYH� ZRUOG� YLVLRQ´²KDV� D� ORQJ� KLVWRU\� RI�

“struggle against authoritarianism for democratic 

rights, and is a democracy in which voting gives 

each individual a say in electing leaders of their 

FKRLFH� DQG� LQ� JRYHUQDQFH� LVVXHV´��+RZHYHU�� WKH�

progressive abdication of the pluralist vision of 

democracy and good governance by successive 

political parties elected to government, whose 

indulgence of a zero-sum politics relentlessly 

undermined and corrupted the core institutions 

upon which any democratic nation must rely, has 

been concomitant with creeping inroads made by 

,VODPLVW�H[WUHPLVP��.DULP��LQ�+XD��������������

,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��.DULP²DV�IDU�DV�,VODP�GHPRFUDF\�

FRPSDWLELOLW\� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� LV� FRQFHUQHG²

EULQJV� IRUWK� WKH� IROORZLQJ� � WZR�HVVHQWLDO�SRLQWV��

that the greater majority of the Bengali-Muslims 

of Bangladesh, while retaining their Muslim 

identity, demand democratic practice and 

JRYHUQDQFH��.DULP��LQ�+XD��������������DQG�WKH�

consolidation of democracy can only be achieved 

by a democratic process, not by authoritarian 

people; reassertion of constitutionalism cannot 

be achieved by suspension of the constitution and 

UHVRUWLQJ�WR�WKH�LQGH¿QLWH�XVH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�ODZV��

and restoration of the rule of law cannot be done 

E\�EHQGLQJ�RU�VXEYHUWLQJ�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ��.DULP��

LQ�+XD���������������

,Q� FKDSWHU� ��� ³&KDOOHQJLQJ� 'HPRFUDF\"�

The Role of Political Islam in Post-Suharto 

Indonesia´��E\�)HOL[�+HLGXN��SS�����������VKDUHV�

VRPH�LQVLJKWV�RQ�WKH�LPSDFW�,VODPLVWV�KDYH�DQG�WKH�

role they  play  in a Muslim majority  democracy 

OLNH� SRVW�6XKDUWR� ,QGRQHVLD�� ,QGRQHVLD¶V�

transition to democracy has been challenged by 
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various problems such as a large scale economic 

crisis, the pauperization of large parts of its 

population, various legacies of the Suharto era 

OLNH�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�QHSRWLVP��DUPHG�VHSDUDWLVP��

LQWUD�FRPPXQDO� FRQÀLFWV� EHWZHHQ� 0XVOLPV�

DQG� &KULVWLDQV�� DQG� ,VODPLVW� WHUURULVP�� \HW� WKH�

country stayed on its course toward democracy. A 

majority of the population as well as the country’s 

SROLWLFDO�HOLWH�UHJDUG�WKH�LGHD�RI�WXUQLQJ�,QGRQHVLD�

LQWR�DQ�,VODPLF�VWDWH�DV�FRXQWHUSURGXFWLYH�WR�WKH�

democratization process of the country. Thus, if 

,QGRQHVLD¶V� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� UHPDLQV� VWDEOH� DQG�

ZRUNLQJ��WKH�FRXQWU\�FRXOG�EHFRPH�D�UROH�PRGHO�

IRU�WKH�FRPSDWLELOLW\�RI�,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�IRU�

WKH� 0XVOLP� ZRUOG�� :LWKLQ� WKLV� IUDPHZRUN�� WKH�

VWXG\� VHHNV� WR� DQDO\]H� WKH� UROH� ,VODPLVWV� KDYH�

played and continue to play in the context of 

,QGRQHVLD¶V� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� SURFHVV�� +HLGXN¶V�

major argument is that in order to clarify the 

ambiguous relationship between democracy 

DQG�SROLWLFDO� ,VODP� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD��ZH� QHHG� WR� JR�

beyond an institution-centered understanding 

RI� GHPRFUDF\� DQG� ORRN� DW� WKH� FRQ¿JXUDWLRQV� RI�

social forces that have determined the shape, 

VFRSH�� DQG� SUDFWLFHV� RI� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� WUDQVLWLRQ�

WR� GHPRFUDF\� �+HLGXN�� LQ� +XD�� ������ ������

On proceeding, and providing details on this 

DUJXPHQW�� +HLGXN� ¿UVW� SURYLGHV� VRPH� LQVLJKWV�

LQWR�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�,VODP�DQG�

SROLWLFV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��IROORZHG�E\�DQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�

RI� ³WKH� UHVXUJHQFH� RI� SROLWLFDO� ,VODP� DIWHU� WKH�

RXVWLQJ�RI�6XKDUWR´²ZLWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�VSHFL¿F�

DQG� OLPLWDWLRQV� RI� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� WUDQVLWLRQ� WR�

democracy. This is followed, in the last section, 

³ZLWK� DQ� RXWORRN� RQ� WKH�SURVSHFWV� DQG�SHULOV� RI�

,VODPLVP�LQ�,QGRQHVLD�WHQ�\HDUV�DIWHU�reformasi´�

�+HLGXN�� LQ� +XD�� ������ ������ +H� FRQFOXGHV�

ZLWK� WKHVH� REVHUYDWLRQV�� WKH� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH�

substance of democracy as well as the realities of 

µGHPRFUDWLF¶�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�SRVW�6XKDUWR�,QGRQHVLD�

show a widening gap between the formal aspects 

of democracy and the democratic rhetoric of 

HOHFWHG� HOLWHV� �+HLGXN�� LQ�+XD�� ������ ������ DQG�

WKH� ³JURZLQJ� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SROLWLFDO� ,VODP� LQ�

,QGRQHVLD�PXVW� EH� LQWHUSUHWHG� DV� D� UHVSRQVH� WR�

WKLV�JDS´��EHFDXVH�³WKH�GHFOLQH�RI�SROLWLFDO�,VODP�

LQ�,QGRQHVLD�LV�QRW�LUUHYHUVLEOH´��+HLGXN��LQ�+XD��

��������������

,Q� FKDSWHU� ��� ³Islam and Democracy in 

Malaysia: The Ambiguities of Islamic (ate) 

Politics´��1DYHHG�6��6KHLNK� �SS�����������SRLQWV�

RXW�WKDW��KLVWRULFDOO\�³,VODP�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHJUDO�WR�

Malay social identity and thus, too, to Malaysian 

SROLWLFDO� KLVWRU\´�� WKH� 0DOD\VLDQ� FRQVWLWXWLRQ�

legitimizes “religio-political constructions in 

0DOD\VLDQ� SROLWLFV´� �,VODP� LV� GHFODUHG� DV� WKH�

RdFLDO�UHOLJLRQ�RI�WKH�IHGHUDWLRQ��EXW�LW�GRHV�QRW�

provide for Malaysia to be a theocratic state, and 

clearly guarantees the freedom to practice other 

UHOLJLRQV�� DV� SHU� $UWLFOH� ������ DQG� WKXV�� LQ� WKLV�

regard, various other religions such as Buddhism, 

&KULVWLDQLW\� DQG� +LQGXLVP� DUH� DOORZHG�� DQG�

LQ� 0DOD\VLD�� ³,VODP� KDV� IXQFWLRQHG� DV� DQ� HYHU�

FKDQJLQJ� LGHDO�� DW� WLPHV� SURJUHVVLYH�� DW� � RWKHU�

times reactionary; at times urban, at other times 

rural; at times pro-regime, at other times anti-

regime; at times from above, at other times from 

EHORZ��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��,VODP�KDV�EHHQ�D�FRQVWDQW��

yet a variable, in the socio-political landscape of 

WKH�QDWLRQ´��6KHLNK��LQ�+XD�������������

6KHLNK� WKXV� VXPPDUL]HV� WKDW� ³LQ� 0DOD\VLD��

,VODP�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�ERWK�DV�D�WRS�GRZQ�VWUDWHJ\�

RI� OHJLWLPL]DWLRQ� �D� GHVFHQGLQJ� LPSHUDWLYH��

by the state, and a bottom-up strategy of de-

OHJLWLPL]DWLRQ� �DQ� DVFHQGLQJ� LPSHUDWLYH�� E\�

SDUWLVDQV� VHHNLQJ� WR� FKDOOHQJH�� DQG� XOWLPDWHO\�

FDSWXUH��VWDWH�SRZHU´��)RU�KLP��DV�,VODP�KDV�EHHQ�

used not only “horizontally, as social capital, 

WR� ELQG� WRJHWKHU� D� UDFLDO� �LQ�� JURXS� YLV�j�YLV�

PLQRULW\��RXW��JURXSV�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�GLVWULEXWLYH�

SULYLOHJHV´��EXW�DOVR�³DV�D�FLYLF�UHVRXUFH�IRU�QDWLRQ�

DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQ� EXLOGLQJ´� VR� IRU� WKH� IRUHVHHDEOH�

IXWXUH�� WKH� ³XS�VKRW´� LV� WZR�IROG�� WKDW� ³,VODP�

is bound to remain a constant, if contested, 

IHDWXUH�LQ�WKH�0DOD\VLDQ�SROLWLFDO�ODQGVFDSH´��DQG�

VHFRQGO\�� ³WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� WKH�,VODPLF�GLVFRXUVH�

alone bears no predictable correlation with either 

preference formation or policy choices of political 

DFWRUV´��,Q�6KHLNK¶V�¿QDO�FDOFXODWLRQ��³LQ�0DOD\VLD�

WRR��*RG�UHPDLQV�WUDQVFHQGHQW´��6KHLNK��LQ�+XD��

�������������
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This is very aptly and comprehensively 

VXPPDUL]HG�E\�3DXO�.XELFHN������������LQ�WKHVH�

OLQHV�� ³0DOD\VLD� LV� D� PXOWLHWKQLF� DQG� PXOWL�

FRQIHVVLRQDO�VWDWH��DQG�,VODP�LV�ZUDSSHG�XS�ZLWK�

0DOD\� LGHQWLW\��$OWKRXJK�SROLWLFDO� ,VODP�GLG�QRW�

SOD\�D�SURQRXQFHG�UROH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�¿UVW�\HDUV�

RI� LQGHSHQGHQFH�� VLQFH� WKH�PLG� ����V�0DOD\VLD�

KDV�ZLWQHVVHG�VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG�,VODPL]DWLRQ�ZKLOH�

becoming, in many accounts, a ‘semidemocratic’ 

VWDWH´�

.�QNOHU and Stepan �(GV��� Democracy 

and Islam in Indonesia ������4�� ,QGRQHVLD¶V�

transition to democracy began with the 

RYHUWKURZ�RI�6XKDUWR�UHJLPH� LQ������DQG��VLQFH�

then, most observers are of the opinion that 

,QGRQHVLD� KDV� JRQH� WKURXJK� D� ³GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�

PLUDFOH´�� 7KLV� WUDQVLWLRQ�� DQG� DIWHUZDUGV�

FRQVROLGDWLRQ� RI� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD� KDV�

been discussed by various scholars, but there 

LV� QR� VXFK� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� ZRUN� WKDW� GLVFXVVHV��

the  understanding of varieties of possible 

democratizations in Muslim-majority countries, 

OLNH� ,QGRQHVLD� �.�QNOHU� DQG� 6WHSDQ�� ������ ����

7KLV� HGLWHG� YROXPH²D� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� QLQH� ����

HVVD\V��GLYLGHG�LQWR���SDUWV��E\�HOHYHQ������OHDGLQJ�

DFDGHPLFLDQV� DQG� DQDO\VWV²H[SORUHV� YDULRXV�

TXHVWLRQV� UHODWLQJ� WR� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� GHPRFUDWLF�

transition and the consolidation of democracy 

as well as the interplay of religion and politics 

LQ� WKLV� FRXQWU\�� $WWHPSWLQJ� WR� ¿OO� VRPH� FDYLWLHV�

DQG�JDSV�� WKH�ERRN� WDNHV� LQWR� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ� WKH�

WKUHH� GLPHQVLRQV� RI� GHPRFUDWLF� FRQVROLGDWLRQ��

$WWLWXGHV�� %HKDYLRXUV�� DQG� &RQVWLWXWLRQDOLVP��

The attitudinal dimension is dealt in chapters 3 

and 4, the behavioural LQ� FKDSWHUV������DQG� WKH�

constitutional�LQ�FKDSWHUV���DQG���

,W�LV�SUHFHGHG�E\�WKH�LQWURGXFWRU\��WKHRUHWLFDO�

SDUW� �3DUW� ,�� ³,QWURGXFWLRQ´��� ZKLFK� FRQVLVWV� RI�

FKDSWHUV� �� DQG� ��� 0LUMDP� .�QNOHU� DQG� $OIUHG�

6WHSDQ� �WKH� HGLWRUV�� LQ� WKH� RSHQLQJ� WKHRUHWLFDO�

chapter, “Indonesian Democratization in 

Theoretical perspective´� �SS�� ������ DWWHPSW� WR�

SXW� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� WUDQVLWLRQ� WR� GHPRFUDF\� DQG� LWV�

 
40\�UHYLHZ�RQ�WKLV�ERRN�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�The Muslim 

World Book Review [MWBR], �������������������

FRQVROLGDWLRQ��RU�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�LQ�,QGRQHVLD���

challenges and achievements, and the volume’s 

VWUXFWXUH�� .�QNOHU� DQG� 6WHSDQ�� WKH� HGLWRUV�� GR�

reveal that although the contributors of this 

YROXPH� DUH� VRPHZKDW� ³GLYLGHG´� DV� WR� ZKHWKHU�

we should consider democracy fully consolidated 

LQ�,QGRQHVLD�RU�QRW��KRZHYHU��WKH�HGLWRUV�EHOLHYH�

that there is a strong case to be made that before 

democracy can be considered consolidated in 

,QGRQHVLD�� WKH�GHPRFUDWLF� VWDWH�ZLOO�KDYH� WR�XVH�

more robustly its constitutionally embedded legal 

prerogatives to help craft a “hierarchy of law 

ZLWKLQ�,QGRQHVLD¶V�OHJDO�SOXUDOLVP´��.�QNOHU�DQG�

6WHSDQ�������������)RU�WKHP��DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�

WKUHH�³GHPRFUDWLF�OHJDO�PHFKDQLVPV´�DYDLODEOH�WR�

the state to bring regional laws in line with national 

OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG� FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� ULJKWV� VWDQGDUGV²

LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXUW¶V� ULJKW� WR� UHYLHZ�

UHJLRQDO�ODZV�DQG�GHFODUH�WKHP�XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO²

they emphasise that the “absence of a de facto 

KLHUDUFK\� RI� ODZ>V@´�� ³&RUUXSWLRQ�� SDUWLFXODUO\�

RI� VWDWH� RdFLDOV´�� ³VWDWH� QHJOLJHQFH´�� DQG� RWKHU�

challenges to democratic consolidation are in 

their roots, however, “violations of state law and 

therefore primarily phenomena that the state 

QHHGV� WR� FRQIURQW´� �.�QNOHU� DQG� 6WHSDQ�� ������

���� ���� ����� 0RUHRYHU�� WKH� ³0LOLWDQW� ,VODPLVP��

FUHHSLQJ�VKDULD]DWLRQ�>LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�,VODPLF�

ODZ@�DQG�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�08,��0DMOLV�8ODPD�

,QGRQHVLD�� ,QGRQHVLDQ� 8ODPD� &RXQFLO�� DUH� DOO�

sources of illiberalism that the government needs 

WR�WDFNOH´��.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ������������

,Q� FKDSWHU� ��� ³Indonesian Democracy: 

)URP� 7UDQVLWLRQ� WR� &RQVROLGDWLRQ´� �SS�� ���

����� 5�� :LOOLDP� /LGGOH� DQG� 6DLIXO� 0XMDQL²WKH�

µGR\HQ�RI�,QGRQHVLDQ�6WXGLHV� LQ�WKH�86¶�DQG�WKH�

,QGRQHVLD¶V�OHDGLQJ�6XUYH\�DQDO\VW��UHVSHFWLYHO\²

RcHU� D� FRQFHSWXDO� DQG� HPSLULFDO� H[DPLQDWLRQ�

RI� WKH� HQG� RI� DXWKRULWDULDQLVP� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD��

the beginning of the democratic transition, and 

the possibilities of democratic consolidation. 

They outline three dimensions of democratic 

FRQVROLGDWLRQ²WKH� DWWLWXGLQDO�� WKH� EHKDYLRXUDO��

DQG� WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO²DQG� WKH�VDPH�FRQVWLWXWH�

WKH�EDVLV�RI�IUDPHZRUN�XVHG�E\�WKH�HGLWRUV�LQ�WKHLU�

division and selection of topics covered in the 
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volume. Liddle and Mujani argue that although 

the democratic consolidation has been achieved 

LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� EXW� LW� ³KDV� QRW� EHHQ� FRPSOHWH� RU�

XQSUREOHPDWLF´� �/LGGOH� DQG�0XMDQL�� LQ� .�QNOHU�

DQG�6WHSDQ�������������7KH�PDMRU�REVWDFOHV�DQG�

ZHDNQHVV�LW�IDFHV�DUH��³WKH�LPSDFW�RI�D�ORZ�OHYHO�DQG�

slow rate of economic growth; the policy successes 

RI�,VODPLVW�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV��WKH�XQHYHQ�TXDOLW\�

of local governance; the continuing force of 

VHSDUDWLVP��«��WKH�OLQN�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�PLQG�EHWZHHQ�

perceptions of economic well-being and support 

for democracy; uncertainty about electoral rules 

and the relationship between executive and 

OHJLVODWLYH� EUDQFKHV� RI� JRYHUQPHQW�� ZHDN� UXOH�

of law institutions; and the concentration of 

economic power in the hands of a small political 

HOLWH´��/LGGOH�DQG�0XMDQL��LQ�.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ��

������ ����� %DVLQJ� WKHLU� DUJXPHQWV� RQ� WKH� ZRUN�

of Juan J. Linz and Alfred Stepan’s Problems of 

'HPRFUDWLF�7UDQVLWLRQ� WR�&RQVROLGDWLRQ� ��������

Liddle and Mujani identify “a number of actual or 

SRWHQWLDO�WKUHDWV´�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�

SURFHVV²WKH� ³LQWHUDFWLQJ� DUHQDV´� ZKLFK� DUH� WKH�

UHDO� ³SUREOHPV� DQG� ZHDNQHVVHV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ�

GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ´��/LGGOH�DQG�0XMDQL��LQ�.�QNOHU�

DQG� 6WHSDQ�� ������ �����²ZKLFK� LQFOXGH� &LYLO�

Society, Political Society, Rule of Law, State 

$SSDUDWXV�� DQG� (FRQRPLF� 6RFLHW\� �/LGGOH� DQG�

0XMDQL��LQ�.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ���������������

7KLV� LV� IROORZHG� E\� 3DUW� ,,�� ³$WWLWXGHV�� 7KH�

'HYHORSPHQW� RI� D� 'HPRFUDWLF� &RQVHQVXV� E\�

5HOLJLRXV�DQG�3ROLWLFDO�$FWRUV´��ZKLFK�FRQVLVWV�RI�

chapters 3 and 4. Addressing the crucial questions 

of how democratic attitudes emerged within the 

PDMRU�0XVOLP�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�JURXSV��18��1DKGODWXO�

8ODPD��� 0XKDPPDGL\DK�� .�QNOHU� �LQ� FKDSWHU�

���GRFXPHQWV�� LQ�JUHDW�GHWDLO��KRZ�NH\� UHOLJLRXV�

DFWRUV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SXW�,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�

on the public agenda and, in the process, were 

instrumental in the collapse of the authoritarian 

regime and building democracy. She analyses the 

FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�³SOXUDOLVW�GHPRFUDWLF�GLVFRXUVH´�

LQ�,QGRQHVLD��DV�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�D�³OLEHUDO�,VODPLF�

GLVFRXUVH´� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD� FDQQRW� EH� XQGHUVWRRG�

without appreciating the reasons of failure of 

“early attempts at establishing group rights and 

UHOLJLRXV� ODZ�IDLOHG´� �S������� ,Q�FKDSWHU����)UDQ]�

Magnis-Suseno discusses “&KULVWLDQ�DQG�0XVOLP�

Minorities in Indonesia´�DQG�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�

important factor regarding religious tolerance in 

,QGRQHVLD²ZKLFK� KDV� GHHS� URRWV� LQ� WUDGLWLRQDO�

,QGRQHVLDQ�FXOWXUHV²LV�³VWDWH�SROLFLHV´��0DJQLV�

6XVHQR��LQ�.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ������������

&RQVLVWLQJ� RI� FKDSWHUV� �²��� 3DUW� ,,,� IRFXVHV�

RQ� ³%HKDYLRUV�� &KDOOHQJHV� WR� WKH� 'HPRFUDWLF�

7UDQVLWLRQ� DQG� 6WDWH� DQG� WKHLU� 7UDQVFHQGHQFH´��

,Q�FKDSWHU����0DUFXV�0LH]QHU�DVVHVVHV�WKH�UROH�RI�

,QGRQHVLD¶V� PLOLWDU\� DV� D� SROLWLFDO� YHWR� SOD\HU� LQ�

VHYHUDO�SHULRGV��IURP������WR�������DQG�HYDOXDWHV�

the current armed forces’ political engagement in 

WKH�FXUUHQW�SROLW\��,W�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�WKH�

PLOLWDU\� UHPDLQV� LQÀXHQWLDO�� LWV� LPSRUWDQFH� ³LQ�

VKDSLQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�WHQGV�WR�EH�RYHUVWDWHG´�

�0LH]QHU�� LQ� .�QNOHU� DQG� 6WHSDQ�� ������ ����� DV�

71,¶V� �7HQWDUD� 1DVLRQDO� ,QGRQHVLD� �� ,QGRQHVLDQ�

1DWLRQDO� 0LOLWDU\�� ³SRWHQWLDO� YHWR� SRZHU´� VHHPV�

“no longer the most pressing´� issue� LQ�,QGRQHVLD�

�0LH]QHU��LQ�.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ�������������italics 

added��� 6LGHQ\� -RQHV¶V� FRQWULEXWLRQ� �FKDSWHU�

��� WDFNOHV� WKH� KLJK� OHYHO� RI� FRPSOLFLW\� RI� VRPH�

PLOLWDU\�RdFHUV�LQ�SURPLQHQW�SRVW������UHOLJLRXV�

DUPHG� FRQÀLFWV� DQG� DUJXHV� WKDW� YLROHQFH� E\�

,VODPLVWV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�VWDWH�VHFXULW\� LQVWLWXWLRQV��

but civilian ones rather than military ones. The 

ELJJHVW�LVVXH�IRU�,QGRQHVLDQ�GHPRFUDF\��IRU�-RQHV��

is “not terrorism, but intolerance, which is moving 

IURP�WKH�UDGLFDO�IULQJH�LQWR�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP´��DQG�

to curb this radical thought, government should 

WKLQN� RI� KRZ� WR� LQFXOFDWH� ³UHOLJLRXV� WROHUDQFH�

DPRQJ� \RXQJ� FLWL]HQV´� �-RQHV�� LQ� .�QNOHU� DQG�

6WHSDQ�������������italics added���(GZDUG�$VSLQDOO�

�FKDSWHU� ��� GLVFXVVHV� WKH� ³State Disintegration 

DQG� 'HPRFUDWLF� &RQVROLGDWLRQ´� LQ� FRPSDUDWLYH�

SHUVSHFWLYH��S��������DQG�WULHV�WR�DQVZHU�D�FUXFLDO�

TXHVWLRQ�� ³KRZ� GLG� ,QGRQHVLD� VXUYLYH"´� E\�

KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKUHH� PDLQ� IDFWRUV�� �L�� WKH� VHULHV� RI�

FRQFHVVLRQV�RcHUHG�E\�,QGRQHVLDQ�QDWLRQDO�OHDGHUV�

WR�WKH�UHJLRQV���LL��WKH�SROLFLHV�RI�IRUFH�WKH\�DSSOLHG�

WKHUH��DQG��LLL��WKH�OHJDF\�RI�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IRUP�

WDNHQ� E\� WKH� VXE� QDWLRQDO� XQLWV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD¶V�

VWDWH�VWUXFWXUH�SULRU�WR�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ��$VSLQDOO��

LQ� .�QNOHU� DQG� 6WHSDQ�� ������ ������ %\� ZD\� RI�
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conclusion, Aspinall argues that

³7KH�,QGRQHVLDQ�H[SHULHQFH�KHOSV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�
that state structures that accommodate ethnic 
and regional diversity may be a source of state 
fragility during democratization, but a source 
of democratic robustness after� LW��«�%RWK�GHPR-
cratic progress and state survival were the result 
>RI�,QGRQHVLD¶V�GHPRFUDWLF�WUDQVLWLRQ@´��$VSLQDOO��
LQ�.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ�������������italics in origi-
nal��

3DUW� ,9²³&RQVWLWXWLRQDOLVP�� 7KH� 5ROH� RI�

/DZ� DQG� /HJDO� 3OXUDOLVP´²EHJLQV� ZLWK� -RKQ�

R. Bowen’s “&RQWRXUV� RI� 6KDULD� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD´�

�FKDSWHU� ���� LQ� ZKLFK� KH� GLVFXVVHV� ZKDW� WKH�

growing use of 6KDUL¶DK law means and does 

QRW� PHDQ� IRU� ,QGRQHVLD�� +H� LQGLFDWHV� WKH�

phenomenon of the sharia based laws as a new 

sign of provincial or regional distinctiveness and 

authenticity, and reaches the conclusion that 

6KDUL¶DK�LV�DERYH�DOO�³D�ORRVH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�VLJQV´�

ZKLFK� DUH� GHHSO\� VLWXDWHG� LQ� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ�

history and in the debates about the “relative 

role of religion in the country’s law and politics, 

GLcHUHQWLDWHG�E\�³SURYLQFH��UHJLRQ��DQG�FLW\�DQG�

GLdFXOW�WR�FDSWXUH�LQ�RSLQLRQ�SROOV�RU�LQIHU�IURP�

HOHFWLRQ�UHVXOWV´��%RZHQ��LQ�.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ��

������ ������ ,Q� WKH� ¿QDO� FKDSWHU�� 7LP� /LQGVH\�

DQG� 6LPRQ�%XWW� �FKDSWHU� ��� VHHN� WR� DVVHVV� KRZ�

IDU� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� OHJDO� V\VWHP� KDV� FRPH� DORQJ� LWV�

SDWK� IURP� WKH� ³LQVWLWXWLRQDO� VKDPEOHV´� RI� �����

to the rule of law, focusing on the role of the 

6XSUHPH�&RXUW��/LQGVD\��DQG�6LPRQ��LQ�.�QNOHU�

DQG� 6WHSDQ�� ������ ������ 7KH\� DUJXH� WKDW� WKH�

GHPRFUDWLF�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��DV�D�VHW�

of laws, is correctly spelled out constitutionally 

DQG� WKDW� WKH� SRZHU� WR� GH¿QH� DQG� VKDSH� WKH�

legal relationship between state and citizens is 

IRUPDOO\�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQDO�&RXUW�

DQG�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�

All in all, the volume throws light on various 

aspects of the process of democratization in 

,QGRQHVLD²IURP� WUDQVLWLRQ� DQG� FRQVROLGDWLRQ²

and its ability to serve as a model for other Muslim 

PDMRULW\� FRXQWULHV�� .�QNOHU� DQG� 6WHSDQ� LQ� WKLV�

volume bring together leading academicians and 

DQDO\VWV�RI�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH�� ,QGRQHVLDQ�VWXGLHV��

anthropology and scholars of religion, and thus 

H[SORUH�WKH�YDULRXV�IDFHWV�RI�WKH�UHOLJLRQ²SROLWLFV�

QH[XV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��7KXV��NHHSLQJ�LQ�YLHZ�DOO�WKHVH�

IDFWV�DQG�IHDWXUHV��.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ��UHDFK�WKH�

conclusion that “given the problems that existed 

LQ� ������ WKH� VSHHG� DQG� GHSWK� RI� ,QGRQHVLD¶V�

GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�DUH�LPSUHVVLYH��%RWK�,QGRQHVLD¶V�

accomplishments and continued problems are 

worth greater attention in democratization 

studies, particularly by activist and analysts who 

want to learn how the world’s most populous 

,VODPLF� FRXQWU\� FUDIWHG� D� SROLWLFDO� V\VWHP� WKDW�

the overwhelming majority of its citizens see 

DV� DSSURSULDWH� IRU� WKHLU� VRFLHW\«WKH� ZRUOG¶V�

UHSHUWRLUH�RI�GHPRFUDFLHV´��.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ��

�������������

,Q�VXP��WKH�GLYHUVH�UDQJH�RI�LQWHU�FRQQHFWHG�

and inter-related topics, multi-disciplinary 

approach, comprehensiveness and cohesiveness, 

experience and expertise of each contributor, 

PDNH� Democracy and Islam in Indonesia a 

VLJQL¿FDQW� FRQWULEXWLRQ� DV� ZHOO� DV� D� PXVW�UHDG�

YROXPH� IRU� HYHU\RQH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� NQRZLQJ�

about the democratic transition and possible 

FRQVROLGDWLRQ� LQ� DQ� ,VODPLF� FRXQWU\� OLNH�

,QGRQHVLD²WKH� ZRUOG¶V� PRVW� SRSXORXV�0XVOLP�

PDMRULW\�FRXQWU\²ZKLFK�KDV�WKH�DELOLW\� WR�VHUYH�

as a model for other Muslim countries.

John L. Esposito, Tamara Sonn, and John O. 

Voll, Islam and Democracy after the Arab Spring 

��������,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�XSULVLQJV�DQG�

their apparent failures, Esposito, et. al. in this 

ERRN�UHYLVLW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�,VODPLF�DSSURDFKHV�WR�

GHPRFUDF\��E\�DQDO\]LQJ�VHYHQ�����$UDE�PDMRULW\�

and non-Arab states, as case studies, which include 

7XUNH\�� ,UDQ�� 3DNLVWDQ�� ,QGRQHVLD�� 6HQHJDO��

Tunisia, and Egypt. Tracing the trajectory of 

VWUXJJOHV�IRU�JRRG�JRYHUQDQFH��WKLV�ERRN�H[DPLQHV�

WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWH�RI�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�HcRUWV�LQ�WKH�

VXEMHFW�VWDWHV��7DNLQJ� LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�FULWLFDO�

factors such as the impact of colonialism, the 

&ROG� :DU�� DQG� FKDQJLQJ� GHPRJUDSKLFV�� WKH\�

argue that the Arab Spring uprisings represent 

only the most recent developments in struggles 

for good governance and popular sovereignty in 

Muslim-majority countries, struggles that have 

EHHQ�RQ�JRLQJ�IRU�ZHOO�RYHU�D�FHQWXU\��(VSRVLWR��
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et. al.,� ������ ���� ,Q� WKLV� YROXPH�� WKH� VHYHQ� FDVH�

studies are presented “as a way of opening further 

GLVFXVVLRQ� RQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\� LQ� WKH� ��st 

FHQWXU\´�� $PRQJ� WKHVH� DUH� LQFOXGHG� 3DNLVWDQ�

DQG�,QGRQHVLD²WZR�FRXQWULHV�HDFK�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

South and South East Asia respectively. While 

,QGRQHVLD� LV� DQ� HDUO\� PDQLIHVWDWLRQ� RI� WKH�

new politics in its transformation of military 

and dominant party rule into functioning 

GHPRFUDF\�� 3DNLVWDQ� DOORZV� DQ� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH�

FRQWLQXLQJ� FRQÀLFWXDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ� D�

politically powerful military and supporters of a 

greater degree of civilian-controlled democracy 

�(VSRVLWR��et. al��������������$OO�LQ�DOO��H[DPLQLQJ�

the experience of these seven Muslim-majority 

FRXQWULHV�OHDGV�WKHP�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�³,VODP�DQG�

democratic governance are far from incompatible, 

EXW� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� LV� D� ZRUN� LQ� SURJUHVV´�

�(VSRVLWR�� et. al��� ������ ������ 7KLV� DQDO\VLV� DOVR�

PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�GHFDGH�RI�WKH���st 

century, there had been elections, among other 

0XVOLP� FRXQWULHV�� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD� DQG� 3DNLVWDQ�

LQ���������� ³:KLOH� WKHVH�HOHFWLRQV�PD\�QRW�EH�D�

fourth wave of democracy, they show the long-

term commitment of the majority of the world’s 

Muslims to democracy. The basic question is 

QRW�LI�,VODP�LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�GHPRFUDF\��0RVW�

Muslims have already answered that question 

DdUPDWLYHO\��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�QRZ� LV�ZKDW� IRUPV�D�

GHPRFUDWLF� VWDWH� FDQ� WDNH� LQ� D�0XVOLP�PDMRULW\�

society. The variety of visions and programs from 

North and West Africa to Southeast Asia shows 

WKDW�0XVOLPV� DUH� DFWLYHO\� HQJDJHG� LQ� WKLV� WDVN´�

�(VSRVLWR��et. al.,� ������������&KDSWHUV��� DQG����

from this volume, that are included and reviewed 

KHUH�� DUH�� ³Pakistan: A Work in Progress´� �SS��

��������� DQG� ³Indonesia: From Military Rule 

to Democracy´� �SS�� ���������� DORQJ� ZLWK� VRPH�

REVHUYDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�³&RQFOXVLRQ´��SS����������

,Q�³Pakistan: A Work in Progress´� �SS�����

������WKH\�H[SORUH�WKH�SROLWLFDO�KLVWRU\�RI�3DNLVWDQ²

the world’s second-largest Muslim country with a 

SRSXODWLRQ�RI�����PLOOLRQ��DQG����th�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG²

WKDW�ZDV� FUHDWHG� VSHFL¿FDOO\� DV� D� GHPRFUDF\�� ³D�

GHPRFUDF\�IRU�0XVOLPV´�LQ�������(VSRVLWR��et. al., 

�����������7KH\�YHU\�QHDWO\�KLJKOLJKW�WKDW�3DNLVWDQ�

was created as a democracy, but has struggled 

with authoritarianism throughout its brief 

history, and thus has oscillated between military 

GLFWDWRUVKLS� DQG� ZHDN� DQG� IUDJLOH� GHPRFUDF\��

7KRXJK� 3DNLVWDQ� KDV� QRW� EHHQ� SODJXHG� ZLWK�

IRUHLJQ� SRZHUV� VHHNLQJ� FRQWURO� RI� LWV� UHVRXUFHV��

WKH�JOREDO�JHRSROLWLFV�KDYH�GH¿QLWHO\�DcHFWHG� LWV�

JRYHUQDQFH� �(VSRVLWR�� et. al.,� ������ ������ 6LQFH�

LWV� LQFHSWLRQ�� ³3DNLVWDQ¶V� JRYHUQPHQW� KDV� EHHQ�

dominated by the military, abetted by a compliant 

elite structure of feudal and tribal aristocracy 

DQG� LQGXVWULDOLVW´� �(VSRVLWR�� et. al.,� ������ ������

EXW� LW�ZDV� LQ������ WKDW�3DNLVWDQ�H[SHULHQFHG� LWV�

¿UVW�SHDFHIXO�WXUQRYHU�RI�GHPRFUDWLF�JRYHUQDQFH�

WKURXJK� HOHFWLRQV� �(VSRVLWR�� et. al.,� ������ ������

,W� ZDV� WKURXJK� ����� HOHFWLRQV� WKDW� WKH� 333�

led civilian government elected after the death 

RI� %HQD]LU� %KXWWR� VHUYHG� WKH� ¿UVW� IXOO� ¿YH�\HDU�

term of any democratically elected government 

LQ�3DNLVWDQ¶V�KLVWRU\��³7KH�TXHVWLRQ� LQ�3DNLVWDQ��

WKHUHIRUH��LV�QRW�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�,VODP�DQG�

democracy are compatible, or choosing between 

religious and secular governance, or even whether 

RU�QRW�WKHUH�LV�D�VSHFLDO�NLQG�RI�,VODPLF�GHPRFUDF\´�

�(VSRVLWR�� et. al.,� ������ ������ 1R� GRXEW�� LW� KDV�

not achieved all the objectives and goals it set 

IRU� LWVHOI� RYHU� VL[W\� \HDUV� DJR� �LQ� LWV� ³2EMHFWLYH�

5HVROXWLRQ´���EXW� LW� LV� IDWXRXV� WR� FDOO� LW� D� ³IDLOHG�

VWDWH´²D� SRSXODU� MDUJRQ� XVHG� E\�PDQ\� SROLWLFDO�

SXQGLWV� IRU� 3DNLVWDQ²UDWKHU�� LW� VKRXOG� EH� VHHQ��

LQ� WKH� WHUPLQRORJ\� RI� 3DNLVWDQL� DQWKURSRORJLVW�

1DYHHGD�.KDQ��LQ�Muslim Becoming: Aspiration 

and Skepticism in Pakistan�� ������ ����� ³as a 

work in progress toward its goals of ‘democracy, 

freedom, equality, tolerance and social justice, 

HWF�¶´� �italics added��� ³7KH� FRQWLQXHG� FDOOV� IRU�

,VODPLF� JRYHUQDQFH� LQ� 3DNLVWDQ´�� WKH� DXWKRUV�

FRQFOXGH��UHÀHFWV�³WKH�VWUXJJOH�WR�IXO¿OO�3DNLVWDQ¶V�

,VODP� LQVSLUHG� REMHFWLYHV� RI� JRRG� JRYHUQDQFHV´�

�(VSRVLWR�et. al.,������������

,Q� ³Indonesia: From Military Rule to 

Democracy´� �SS�� ���������� WKH\� KLJKOLJKW� WKDW�

,QGRQHVLD¶V� PRGHUQ� SROLWLFDO� GHYHORSPHQW�

appears similar to the experiences of many other 

countries that gained independence following 

::�,,�� ,W� ZDV� LQ� WKH� ����V� WKDW� GHPRFUDWLF�
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opposition began to emerge as a powerful 

SROLWLFDO� IRUFH� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� DQG� LQ� ����� WKH�

demonstrations and organized opposition of 

what came to be called the “reformasi´�PRYHPHQW�

RYHUWKUHZ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�GLFWDWRUVKLS�WKHUH��,Q�WKH�

decade following the success of reformasi, the 

new democratic system that was established 

LQ� ����±��� VXFFHVVIXOO\� HYROYHG� �(VSRVLWR�� et. 

al.,� ������ �������� ³7KH�SURFHVV� EHJDQ�ZKHQ� WKH�

long standing authoritarian military regime 

RI� 6XKDUWR� FDPH� WR� DQ� HQG� LQ� ����� DV� D� UHVXOW�

of the demonstrations and political pressures 

of the reformasi� PRYHPHQW´� �(VSRVLWR�� et. 

al.,� ������ ������ 7KH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� ,QGRQHVLD�

provides important insights into the processes 

RI� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[WV� RI� WKH� ��st 

century world. While there is no simple single 

SODQ� RI� DFWLRQ� IRU� VXFFHVVIXOO\� FUHDWLQJ� HcHFWLYH�

democratic structures, the recent history of 

,QGRQHVLD� SURYLGHV� VLJQL¿FDQW� H[DPSOHV� RI� KRZ�

FRPPRQ� LVVXHV� DUH� UHVROYHG� LQ� WKH� IUDPHZRUN�

of a major political community. This chapter 

H[DPLQHV� KRZ� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ� SROLWLFDO� V\VWHP�

developed, noting the interactions among three 

critical groupings the modernizing nationalist 

SROLWLFDO� HOLWH�� WKH� PDMRU� ,VODPLF� RUJDQL]DWLRQV��

DQG� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ� PLOLWDU\�� 7KH� RYHUWKURZ� RI�

6XKDUWR� LQ� ����� UHSUHVHQWHG� D�PDMRU� WUDQVLWLRQ�

point in the political roles of these elements. 

The evolution of each of these groupings will 

be examined and then their roles in each of the 

QDWLRQDO�HOHFWLRQV�VLQFH������ZLOO�EH�GLV�FXVVHG��

:LWKLQ�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN��WKH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ�

RI� ����� ZDV� VHHQ� DV� DQ� RFFDVLRQ� LQ� ZKLFK� DQ�

emerging political force outside of the long-

established elites became visible with the election 

RI�-RNRZL��(VSRVLWR��et. al.,���������������

7KH� VXFFHVVIXO� RXWFRPHV� RI� WKH� ��st century 

GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD� DUH� VKDSHG� E\�

GLVWLQFWLYH� IHDWXUHV� LQ�,QGRQHVLDQ�VRFLHW\��7KUHH�

major groupings interacted in building the 

,QGRQHVLDQ� SROLWLFDO� V\VWHP� WKH� PRGHUQL]LQJ�

QDWLRQDOLVW� SROLWLFDO� HOLWH�� WKH� PDMRU� ,VODPLF�

RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� DQG� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ� PLOLWDU\�

�(VSRVLWR�� et. al.,� ������ ������ 7KH� DELOLW\� DQG�

willingness of the major political forces to 

cooperate even as they compete with each 

RWKHU� DUH� NH\� WR� WKH� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� SURFHVV�

LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� 7KH� HOHFWLRQV� LQ� ����� ZHUH� D�

culmination of many developments, which will 

determine what the future of democracy will be 

LQ�WKHLU�FRXQWU\��(VSRVLWR��et. al.,������������

7KH�UHVLJQDWLRQ�RI�6XKDUWR� LQ������PDUNV�D�

VLJQL¿FDQW� WXUQLQJ� SRLQW� LQ� WKH� SROLWLFDO� KLVWRU\�

RI�LQGHSHQGHQW�,QGRQHVLD��(VSRVLWR��et. al.,�������

������ 7KH� WUDQVLWLRQ� IURP� 6XKDUWR� WR� +DELELH�

ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� RI� VL[� VLJQL¿FDQW� WUDQVLWLRQ� SRLQWV�

that show the broad trends that are reshaping 

,QGRQHVLD�DV�D�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�WKH���st century. The 

VHFRQG� FDPH� TXLFNO\� LQ� ������ ZLWK� WKH� HOHFWLRQ�

of Abd al-Rahman Wahid as president, and the 

third involved his replacement by Megawati as 

SUHVLGHQW��7KH�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�������������DQG������

ZHUH�VLPLODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�RQJRLQJ�

SURJUHVVLRQ�RI� ,QGRQHVLDQ�SROLWLFV� �(VSRVLWR��et. 

al.,�������������7KH\�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW

³7KH�HOHFWLRQV�LQ������EHJLQ�D�QHZ�HUD�LQ�WKH�SRVW�
6XKDUWR�SROLWLFDO�KLVWRU\�RI� ,QGRQHVLD��7KH� WKUHH�
VHWV�RI�QDWLRQDO�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�������������DQG������
UHÀHFW�WKH�G\QDPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�HOHFWRUDO�GH-
mocracy and they show the continuing transitions 
RI�SROLWLFDO�OLIH��$V�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�SRVW�6XKDUWR�
WUDQVLWLRQ�SRLQWV�� WKUHH�JURXSLQJV²WKH�QDWLRQDO-
ist elites, the religious organizations, and the mili-
WDU\²FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�FHQWUDO��«7KH�G\QDPLVP�RI�
the reformasi movement had succeeded in replac-
ing an authoritarian regime with a regime that 
was increasingly recognized as the world’s third-
ODUJHVW�GHPRFUDF\�³�(VSRVLWR��et. al.,������������

7KH�HOHFWLRQV�RI������PDUN�D�¿IWK�LPSRUWDQW�

WUDQVLWLRQ� LQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� SROLWLFV�� HPSKDVL]LQJ�

WKH� FKDQJH� IURP� ³SRVW�6XKDUWR� SROLWLFV´� WR� DQ�

HUD� RI� QHZ� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� �(VSRVLWR�� et. al., 

������������7KH�HOHFWLRQV�RI������SURYLGH�DQRWKHU�

transition point in the dynamic evolution of 

,QGRQHVLDQ�SROLWLFV��(VSRVLWR��et. al.,�������������

7KH�,QGRQHVLDQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�DQ�

authoritarian military regime to a functioning 

GHPRFUDF\�LV�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FDVH�VWXG\��(VSRVLWR��

et. al.,�������������,QGRQHVLD�PLJKW��RU�PLJKW�QRW��

be a model for other countries to follow as they 

SXUVXH� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�� +RZHYHU�� ,QGRQHVLD�

is an important example of how the transition 

from authoritarian military rule to democracy 
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FDQ�WDNH�SODFH�ZLWKRXW� LQFLWLQJ�UHYHUVH�ZDYHV�RU�

HOLPLQDWLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH��(VSRVLWR��

et. al.,������������

A BRIEF COMPARISON

By way of comparison, it would be apt here 

WR� VXPPDUL]H�YHU\�EULHÀ\� WKH�PDMRU�DUJXPHQWV��

DQG� PDLQ� WKHPH�� RI� WKH� IRXU� ERRNV� UHYLHZHG��

HYDOXDWHG�DERYH��+HUH�DUH�IHZ�VXFK�REVHUYDWLRQV�

Exploring the character of the political 

transformation, democratic transition, as well as 

assessing the extent of actual democratization in 

WKH�VL[�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV��=R\D�+DVDQ¶V��������ZRUN�

SXWV�IRUWK�WKHVH�PDLQ�DUJXPHQWV��WKDW��D��WKHUH�LV�

QR� IXQGDPHQWDO� LQFRPSDWLELOLW\� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�

and democracy in the Asian Muslim countries; 

�E�� WKHUH� LV� D� SRVLWLYH� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� GHPRFUDF\�

and democratic transitions in the Muslim world; 

DQG��F��D�VLQJOH�PRGHO�RI�GHPRFUDF\�FDQQRW�ZRUN�

across these countries as each country has a 

GLcHUHQW�KLVWRU\�DQG�HDFK�KDV�WUHDG�RQ�D�GLcHUHQW�

path in the search for democracy.

µ,V� ,VODP� FRPSDWLEOH� ZLWK� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�

in the context of Asian cultures?’ is the central 

TXHVWLRQ� WKDW� 6KLSLQJ� +XD¶V� ������� ZRUN� WULHV�

to answer, while dealing with the relationship 

EHWZHHQ�,VODP��0XVOLPV��DQG�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�LQ�

WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�$VLDQ�FXOWXUHV²ERWK�LQ�WKHRUHWLFDO�

and empirical perspectives. This volume, on the 

whole, is a good contribution to the on going 

GHEDWH� RI� ,VODP�GHPRFUDF\� FRPSDWLELOLW\� LQ�

Muslim countries, as well as is a comprehensive 

VWXG\� RcHULQJ� D� EDODQFHG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKLV�

GHEDWHG�LVVXH�LQ�SRVW������VFHQDULR�

.�QNOHU and Stepan¶V� ������� MRLQW� YHQWXUH�

GLVFXVVHG�LQ�GHWDLO�,QGRQHVLD¶V�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR��DQG�

afterwards consolidation of, democracy, as well 

as explored the interplay of religion and politics 

in this country. The volume also throws light on 

various aspects of the process of democratization 

LQ�,QGRQHVLD�DQG�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�

other Muslim majority countries. Through these 

explorations, they aptly conclude that “given 

WKH� SUREOHPV� WKDW� H[LVWHG� LQ� ������ WKH� VSHHG�

DQG� GHSWK� RI� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� DUH�

LPSUHVVLYH�� %RWK� ,QGRQHVLD¶V� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�

and continued problems are worth greater 

DWWHQWLRQ�«�>IRU� LW� LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI@� WKH�ZRUOG¶V�

UHSHUWRLUH�RI�GHPRFUDFLHV´��.�QNOHU�DQG�6WHSDQ��

�������������

(VSRVLWR�� 6RQQ�� DQG� 9ROO� ������� LQ� WKHLU�

FROOHFWLYH� HcRUW� UHYLVLW� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� RI� ,VODPLF�

approaches to democracy, in post Arab Spring 

VFHQDULR��E\�DQDO\]LQJ�VHYHQ�����0XVOLP�FRXQWULHV�

DV�FDVH�VWXGLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�,QGRQHVLD��

7KH\�SUHVHQW�WKHVH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�DV�D�ZD\��VWDJH�IRU�

DGYDQFLQJ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�,VODP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\�

LQ�WKH���st century.

5HJDUGLQJ� ,QGRQHVLD� DQG� 3DNLVWDQ²WZR�

countries each representing Southeast Asia 

DQG� 6RXWK� $VLD� UHVSHFWLYHO\²WKH\� DUJXH� WKDW�

,QGRQHVLD� LV� DQ� HDUO\� PDQLIHVWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� QHZ�

politics in its transformation of military and 

dominant party rule into functioning democracy; 

DQG� 3DNLVWDQ� LV� D� µZRUN� LQ� SURJUHVV¶� DV� IDU� DV�

GHPRFUDWLF�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�LV�FRQFHUQHG²DV�LW�LV�D�

FRXQWU\�WKDW�KDV�DOZD\V�RVFLOODWHG�DQG�ÀXFWXDWHG�

between powerful military dictatorship and 

democracy. Thus, they argue, on the basis of 

an extensive examination of the experience of 

these seven Muslim majority countries, that 

“Islam and democratic governance are far from 

incompatible, but democratization is a work in 

progress´��(VSRVLWR��et. al��������������

Furthermore, it is pertinent to add some of the 

RSLQLRQV�RI�3DXO�.XELFHN��DV�SXW�IRUWK�LQ�KLV�ZHOO�

QXDQFHG�ZRUN��Political Islam and Democracy in 

the Muslim World ������� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�SURFHVV�

of democratization in the countries studied, 

UHYLHZHG� DQG� DQDO\]HG�� LQ� WKLV� HVVD\²YL]��

3DNLVWDQ�DQG�%DQJODGHVK�DPRQJ�WKH�6RXWK�$VLDQ�

FRXQWULHV��DQG�0DOD\VLD�DQG�,QGRQHVLD� IURP�WKH�

6RXWK�(DVW�$VLDQ�UHJLRQ�

7KRXJK�3DNLVWDQ�� ³SRVVLEO\� WKH�¿UVW� FRXQWU\�

to self-consciously attempt to ‘invent a model’ 

of ‘Muslim democracy¶´� EHFDPH� LQGHSHQGHQW�

LQ� ����²D� GHFDGH� EHIRUH� 0DOD\VLD²³LW� GLG� QRW�

KDYH� QDWLRQDO�OHYHO� HOHFWLRQV� XQWLO� ����� DQG� LWV�

most sustained experience with democracy began 

RQO\�LQ�������DIWHU�LW�KDG�H[SHULHQFHG�D�GHFDGH�RI�

QRQ�GHPRFUDWLF�� VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG� ,VODPL]DWLRQ´�
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�.XELFHN�������������3ROLWLFDO�,VODP�KDV�SOD\HG�D�

PRUH�DVVHUWLYH�UROH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�WKDQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�

country of South or South East Asia, and it has 

DOVR�KDG�³D�PRUH�LQFRQVLVWHQW�GHPRFUDWLF�UHFRUG´�

than any of the other Asian Muslim countries. 

$QG�WKXV��E\�WKH�����V��³WKHUH�ZHUH�DJDLQ�VLJQV�RI�

democratic progress, but whether democracy can 

EH�FRQVROLGDWHG�UHPDLQV�YHU\�GHEDWDEOH´�

Having oscillating between democratic 

WUDQVLWLRQV� DQG�PLOLWDU\� GLFWDWRUVKLSV�� 3DNLVWDQ��

DV� .XELFHN� ������� ����� FRQFOXGHV�� TXDOL¿HV�

³DV� D� µGHPRFUDF\¶´�� EXW� ³IRU� D� VPDOO� SDUW� RI� LWV�

KLVWRU\´�� DQG� ³RQH� VHHV� WKDW� WKH� QHEXORXVO\�

GH¿QHG�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SROLWLFV�DQG�,VODP´�

KDV� JLYHQ� ULVH� WR� ³,VODPL]DWLRQ´�� $QG� WKXV�� RQH�

¿QGV� WKDW�� ³:KLOH� WKHUH� KDYH� EHHQ� VXEVHTXHQW�

attempts to democratize, these have been rather 

shallow, meaning the state has not been assertive 

in supporting of panoply of rights and freedoms 

JHQHUDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GHPRFUDF\��,I�3DNLVWDQ�

ZDV�WR�EH�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�µ,VODPLF�GHPRFUDF\¶��LW�LV�

clear, over sixty years after its formation that the 

,VODPLF�FRPSRQHQW�KDV�ODUJHO\�SUHYDLOHG�RYHU�WKH�

GHPRFUDWLF�RQH´�

Bangladesh, which shares much of its 

SROLWLFDO� KLVWRU\� ZLWK� 3DNLVWDQ�� IURP� LWV� ¿UVW�

WZR� GHFDGHV� RI� LQGHSHQGHQFH� ������������� ³KDV�

H[SHULHQFHG�� OLNH� 3DNLVWDQ�� VHYHUDO� PLOLWDU\�

FRXSV�DQG�VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG�,VODPL]DWLRQ��,Q�������

power was returned to civilians, and Bangladesh 

had a relatively strong democratic record until 

WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� ZKHQ� LW� EHJDQ� WR� H[SHULHQFH�

political violence, instability, and, eventually, 

DQRWKHU�PLOLWDU\� FRXS´��+H� DOVR� SRLQWV� RXW� WKDW�

³%DQJODGHVK�� OLNH�3DNLVWDQ�� KDV� VHYHUDO� ,VODPLF�

RULHQWHG� SDUWLHV�� DQG� ZKDW� UROH� ,VODP� SOD\V� LQ�

the ups and downs of its democratic record is a 

VXEMHFW� RI� DQDO\VLV� DQG� GHEDWH´� �.XELFHN�� ������

����

Malaysia, which inherited democracy from 

WKH�%ULWLVK�LQ������ZKHQ�LW�EHFDPH�LQGHSHQGHQW��

is “a multiethnic and multiconfessional 

VWDWH�� DQG� ,VODP� LV� � ZUDSSHG� XS� ZLWK� 0DOD\��

LGHQWLW\´�� $OWKRXJK� SROLWLFDO� ,VODP� GLG� QRW� SOD\�

D�SURQRXQFHG�UROH� LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�¿UVW�\HDUV�RI�

LQGHSHQGHQFH��VLQFH�WKH�PLG�����V�0DOD\VLD�KDV�

ZLWQHVVHG� ³VWDWH�VSRQVRUHG� ,VODPL]DWLRQ� ZKLOH�

becoming, in many accounts, a ‘semi democratic’ 

VWDWH´�� DQG� WKXV� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�

and democracy, as well as prospects for change 

as opposition parties has more assertively 

challenged the long-ruling party, in Malaysia 

�.XELFHN������������

,Q� ,QGRQHVLD²WKH� ZRUOG¶V� ODUJHVW� 0XVOLP�

PDMRULW\� FRXQWU\²HYHQ� WKRXJK� ³,VODP� KDV� ORQJ�

been politically important, the state did not 

PDNH� LW� WKH� VROH� RdFLDO� UHOLJLRQ´�� $IWHU� JDLQLQJ�

LQGHSHQGHQFH� IURP� 1HWKHUODQGV� LQ� ������ WKH�

country was ruled for over forty years by two 

DXWKRULWDULDQ� OHDGHUV�� 6XNDUQR� ���������� DQG�

6XKDUWR� ����������� WKH� ODWWHU� RQH� IRUFHG� IURP�

RdFH� LQ� ����� GXH� WR� ZLGHVSUHDG� VXSSRUW� IRU�

SROLWLFDO�FKDQJH��LQFOXGLQJ�IURP�,VODPLF�RULHQWHG�

DFWRUV�� DQG� WKXV� SDYHG� WKH� ZD\� IRU� ,QGRQHVLD¶V�

³WUDQVLWLRQ� WR�GHPRFUDF\´� �.XELFHN��������������

“Despite problems such as corruption and 

WHQVLRQV� DPRQJ� VHFWDULDQ� JURXSV�� LW� KDV� UDQNHG�

among the ‘most democratic’ of any Muslim-

PDMRULW\�FRXQWU\�VLQFH�WKH�����V´��.XELFHN��������

����� +LJKOLJKWLQJ� LQ� GHWDLOHG� DOO� WKH� LVVXHV� DQG�

concerns related to the process democratization 

LQ�,QGRQHVLD��.XELFHN�������������WKXV�FRQFOXGHV�

DV�

“There are, to be sure, problems with 

,QGRQHVLD¶V�GHPRFUDF\��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�

to minority rights, and some may feel the state has 

gone too far in catering to a religious agenda. These 

are legitimate areas of concern, and may point to 

limitations of building a truly ‘liberal’ democracy 

LQ�D�0XVOLP�FRXQWU\´��%HVLGHV�WKHVH�LVVXHV��ZKDW�

LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�WR�PHQWLRQ�LV�WKDW�³,QGRQHVLD�UHYHDOV�

KRZ� ,VODP� FDQ� EH� FRQVWUXHG� DQG� LQWHUSUHWHG� WR�

GHPDQG�DQG�UHVSHFW�GHPRFUDF\´��DQG�LV�VR�IDU�D�

strong and “a successful case of democracy in the 

0XVOLP�ZRUOG´�

Or as is more correctly summarized by 

Giora Eliraz, author of Islam in Indonesia: 

Modernism, Radicalism and the Middle East 

Dimension� ������� LQ� RQH� RI� KLV� UHVHDUFK�

monographs published by Hudson Institute, USA 
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LQ�������³,QGRQHVLD¶V�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�GHPRFUDF\�LV�D�

VLJQL¿FDQW�ODQGPDUN��DQG�LW�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH�FODLPV�

WKDW� GHPRFUDF\� DQG� ,VODP� DUH� LQFRPSDWLEOH��

Yet this process of democratization has raised 

puzzling questions about the relationships 

EHWZHHQ�,VODP�DQG�SROLWLFV��DQG�DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�

LGHRORJLFDO�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�,QGRQHVLDQ�SROLW\��:KLOH�

FHUWDLQ�,VODPLF�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV²WKH�3.6�>Partai 

Keadilan Sejahtera��RU�3URVSHURXV�-XVWLFH�3DUW\@�

EHLQJ�WKH�PRVW�QRWHZRUWK\²KDYH�JUHDWO\�ORZHUHG�

WKH� SUR¿OH� RI� WKHLU� ,VODPLF� SROLWLFDO� DJHQGD� DQG�

rhetoric during the parliamentary elections of 

������ LW� LV� OLNHO\� WKDW� PDQ\� ZLWKLQ� WKHLU� UDQNV�

KDYH�QRW�DEDQGRQHG�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�,QGRQHVLD�DV�DQ�

,VODPLF�VWDWH�RU�WKH�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�VKDULD�RQ�DW�OHDVW�

its Muslim population. These parties have indeed 

accepted the rules of the democratic political 

game and they are now seen as partners in the 

EXLOGLQJ�RI�,QGRQHVLDQ�GHPRFUDF\��,W� LV�SRVVLEOH�

WKDW�LI�WKH\�WDNH�IXUWKHU�VWHSV�WRZDUG�PRGHUDWLRQ�

and accommodation to the widely accepted 

national ideals of plurality and religious tolerance, 

their commitment to the democratic process will 

get stronger. But it is also possible that, if their 

SROLWLFDO� SRZHU� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� LQFUHDVHV�� LW� FRXOG�

JHQHUDWH� DQ� LGHRORJLFDO� VKLIW� LQ� WKH� ,QGRQHVLDQ�

SROLW\�WRZDUG�DQ�,VODPLF�RULHQWDWLRQ��,Q�WKH�QHDU�

IXWXUH��KRZHYHU�� LW�VHHPV�PXFK�PRUH� OLNHO\�WKDW�

WKH� GLVWLQFWLYH� FKDUDFWHU� RI� ,QGRQHVLDQ� VRFLHW\�

will prevent dramatic ideological changes in the 

,QGRQHVLDQ�SROLW\´��(OLUD]������������

,Q�D�QXWVKHOO��WKH�IRXU�FRXQWULHV��PHQWLRQHG�LQ�

this review essay, have shown strong support for 

some form of democracy for well over a century, 

and their histories also reveal support for some 

form of democratization as well.

Also, it is pertinent to mention the following 

oservations and insights of Esposito, Sonn, and 

9ROO��DV�SXW�IRUWK�LQ�WKHLU�UHFHQW�ZRUN��Islam and 

Democracy after the Arab Spring� �������� 7KH\�

DUH� RI� WKH� RSLQLRQ� WKDW� �L�� DOWKRXJK� WKH� GHEDWH�

about the future of democracy is global, the 

process of democratization has been ongoing in 

Muslim majority countries for well over a century 

DQG�KDV�WDNHQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�IRUPV���LL��LQ�WKH�����V��

WKH�PDMRU�DUJXPHQW²LQ�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�GHEDWH�

RQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\²ZDV�whether or not 

Islam and democracy are compatible� �ZKLFK� LV�

QR�GRXEW��VWLOO�UDLVHG�E\�PDQ\��EXW� LV�PDUJLQDO���

EXW� LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�GHFDGH�RI�WKH���st century, the 

UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ� ,VODP� DQG� GHPRFUDF\�

DUH� LQ�D�QHZ�SKDVH��UHÀHFWHG� LQ� WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�

the political systems of various countries, from 

0(1$� WR� $VLD�� �LLL�� PRVW� 0XVOLPV� DURXQG� WKH�

world view democracy, in this second decade of 

WKLUG�PLOOHQQLXP��DV�GHVLUDEOH�DQG�VHH�QR�FRQÀLFW�

ZLWK� WKHLU� UHOLJLRXV� IDLWK�� DQG� �LY�� WKH� EDVLF�

questions now go beyond the simplistic question 

of essential compatibility, and involve the nature 

of the democratic experiences in the Muslim 

ZRUOG��(VSRVLWR��et. al�����������������

CONCLUSION

7KH� DERYH� GLVFXVVLRQ²RQ� WKH� ,VODP�

democracy compatibility paradigm in South 

DQG� 6RXWK� (DVW� $VLDQ� FRQWH[W� �OLNH� 3DNLVWDQ��

%DQJODGHVK��0DOD\VLD�� DQG� ,QGRQHVLD�²OHDGV�XV�

to the conclusion that in addressing the central 

and crucial question, ‘Is Islam compatible with 

democratization in the context of Asian cultures?’, 

WKH� ERRNV� HYDOXDWHG� DQG� DQDO\VHG� DERYH� JR�

EH\RQG� WKH� SDUDGLJP� RI� µ,V� ,VODP� FRPSDWLEOH�

with democracy’, or ‘ZKHWKHU� RU� QRW� ,VODP� DQG�

democracy are compatible’, and highlight that 

the question at hand is ‘what forms a democratic 

VWDWH� FDQ� WDNH� LQ� D� 0XVOLP� PDMRULW\� VRFLHW\¶��

And Muslims throughout the world, especially 

in the South and Southeast Asian countries, are 

DFWLYHO\� HQJDJHG� LQ� WKLV� WDVN�� 7KH� GHPRFUDWLF�

H[SHULHQFHV� �DQG� WKH� WLPHV� DQG� WULDOV� WKH\� KDYH�

SDVVHG� WKURXJK� RYHU� WKH� GHFDGHV�� RI� WKHVH� IRXU�

FRXQWULHV��HVSHFLDOO\�,QGRQHVLD��UHYHDOV�WKDW�WKH\�

have enough potential and adequate prospective 

WR� EHFRPH� UROH� PRGHOV� IRU� RWKHU� �GHYHORSLQJ��

Muslim majority countries on the condition that 

democracy and democratization in such country 

shows stability, sustenance, and strength. And 

ZKLOH� ORRNLQJ� WRZDUGV� WKHP� DV� H[DPSOHV� RI�

VWDEOH� GHPRFUDFLHV�� RQH� VKRXOG� QRW� RYHUORRN� WR�

the problems, issues, and challenges democracy 

and democratization faces in these Asian Muslim 

FRXQWULHV²ZKLFK�DUH�RI�GLYHUVH�QDWXUH��UHOLJLRXV��
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cultural, ethnic, political, and economic. 
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