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ABSTRACT 
This study discussed about the speech styles used by a young female and a young male teacher in 

teaching English to their older students, the tendencies of using the features of each speech styles, and the 

use of opposite gendered speech styles. Through the classroom observation, the findings showed that the 

young female teacher applied six features of female speech styles and five features of male speech styles 

while the findings of theyoung male teacher showed that he only applied five features of male speech styles 

and applied six features of female speech styles.From the findings, it could be concluded that the most 

GRPLQDQW�VSHHFK�VW\OHV�XVHG�E\�WKH�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�WHDFKHU�LV�µ)HPDOH�6SHHFK�6W\OH¶�DQG�WKH�PRVW dominant 

IHDWXUH� LV� µ&o-RSHUDWLYH¶� And, the most dominant speech styles used by the young male teacher is µ0DOH�

6SHHFK�6W\OH¶�DQG tKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUH�LV�µ&o-RSHUDWLYH¶�IHDWXUH�RI�IHPDOH�VSHHFK�VW\OH�� 
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Language is used by people to communicate or to interact with others. The ways people 

use the language to communicate are influenced by the roles, purpose, gender, etc. As Holmes 

VWDWHV� WKDW� ³JHQGHU� LV� SRWHQWLDOO\� UHOHYDQW� LQ� HYHU\� VRFLDO� LQWHUDFWLRQ´� �S����� WKDW� LV� ZK\� JHQGHU�

becomes one important part which influences male and female speech styles when they 

communicate with others. Based on gendered ways of talking, the ways of speech styles are 

divided into two types those are female and male speech styles (Baxter, 2010).³7KH� GLIIHUHQFHV�

between male and female speech styles have been a popular topic of study throughout the twentieth 

FHQWXU\´��+LOO��������S������ 

The speech styles used by female and male could happen everywhere including in the 

workplace context. One of the workplace contexts is educational setting or classroom in which 

interactions among male and female with different age, culture, social identity as feminine and 

masculine also happen in the way people interact and communicate with one and another 

(Litosseliti, 2013). Therefore, the study would like to observethe types of speech stylesused by 

young female and male teachers in teaching English to their older students at four classes of private 

course in Jayapura-Papua. The young female teacher is 21 years old who taught English to two 

older male and two older female students. The young male teacher is 20 years old who taught 

English to two older male and two older female students. 

In order to analyze the speech styles used by young male and female teachers to their older 

students in the teaching and learning process,the study was conducted based onthe theory of female 

and male speech styles presented by Baxter (2010).In conducting the study, there were three 

following research questions which could help to find the purpose of the study:1) What are the 

types and frequencies of female speech styles used by the young female teacher in teaching her 

older male and female students?, 2) What are the types and frequencies of male speech styles used 

by the young male teacher in teaching his older male and female students?, 3) What are the 

WHQGHQFLHV�RI�\RXQJ�WHDFKHUV¶�JHQGHUHG�VSHHFK�VW\OHV�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�WKHLU�ROGHU�VWXGHQWV",3) What are 

the types and frequencies of the speech styles of the opposite gender used by the young teachers in 

teaching their older students? 

7KH�VWXG\�XVHG�D� WKHRU\� IURP�%D[WHU�DERXW� µ*HQGHUHG�6SHHFK�6W\OHV¶�� ³Gender isone of 

particular type of meaning or social identity conveyed by particular linguistic choice, which may 

DOVR� FRQFXUUHQWO\� FRQYH\� RWKHU� PHDQLQJV� DV� ZHOO´� (Holmes, 2006, p.6) while³speech style 

islanguage of females and males which contain feminine orientation such as focusing on the 
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relationship and connection and also masculine orientation such as focusing on self and 

VHSDUDWHQHVV´� �%D[WHU�� ������ ����� There are some aspects that could influence people way of 

communication or speech styles. According to Wagner (2012) one important aspect that influence 

PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH¶V�VSHHFK�VW\OH�LV�DJH��$V�0DOH�DQG�IHPDOH�JHW�ROGHU��WKH\�ZLOO�XVH�DSSURSULDWH�RU�

more standard elements of language such as grammar, vocabulary, and etcetera to be used when 

they speak to people especially when they speak with older people. 
Baxter (2010) divided the speech styles based on gender or sex into two categories those 

are female speech style and male speech style.Baxter (2010) mentioned that there are five features 

of female speech styles.TKRVH� DUH� µSHUVRQDO¶�� µFRPSOLDQW¶�� µSROLWH¶�� µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�� DQG� µSURFHVV-

RULHQWHG¶�Baxter (2010) mentioned that there are six features of male speech styles. Those are 

µPDWWHU�RI�IDFW¶��µDVVHUWLYH¶��µDJJUHVVLYH¶��µXVH�RI�KXPRXU¶��µHJR-HQKDQFLQJ¶��DQG�µJRDO-GLUHFWHG¶��� 

 

METHODS 
This study was conducted in four classes of a private course in Jayapura, Papua. These four 

classes were taught by young teachers. The first two classes consist of two male students and two 

female students taught by a young female teacher. The other two classes consist of two male 

students and two female students taught by a young male teacher. 

The participants of the study were two English teachers who are younger than their 

students. The young teachers are students of the English Department of Faculty of Teacher 

Training and Education in A University in Jayapura. They usually offer English private course for 

adults such as to government employees, foundation employees and bank employees. 

The data were taken from the classroom observation done in 60 minutes for each class 

using video recorder to UHFRUG� WKH� WHDFKHUV¶� WDONV��JHVWXUHV�DQG� WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�GXULQJ� WKH� WHDFKLQJ�

and learning process. During the observation in each class facilitated by one young female and one 

young male teachers, those two young teachers delivered some features of Female and Male speech 

styles in teaching English to their older students. 

 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

Female Speech Styles Used by Young Female Teacher 

Based on the observation done in the classroom facilitated by a young female teacher, the 

number of each feature of female speech styles applied in her class would be shown in the table 

below: 

 
Table 1: The summary of types and frequencies of female speech styles used by the young female 

teacher in teaching her older male and female students 

 

 

 

Notes: Per: Personal; Com: Compliant; Pol: Polite; Co: Co-operative; Pro: Process-oriented 

 

According to the findings shown above, the young female teacher used all of the features 

of female speech style in teaching English to her older female and male students. 

The data beloware the examples of female speech styles used by the young female teacher: 

F.M.6 Okay, I have given you the handout. 

FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS

Number 6 4 12 19 4 5 22 37 18 24

Percentage 7,3% 20,39% 5,92% 38,81% 27,63%

The Most Dominant Female Feature of Speech Styles: Co-operative

Female Speech Styles

Per Com Pol Co Pro
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)�0����2ND\��KHDG�QRGGLQJ�«�WKDQN�\RX�DQG�ZH�JR�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�QXPEHU�WZR�why do 

we sleep? Why do we sleep Mr. Jack? (eye contact) 

Comp F.M.17 /HW¶V�VWDUW� 

)�0���KPP���,¶P�ILQH�WRR��7KDQN�\RX���VPLOH��,¶P�VR�happy today because I can meet 

you again and we can learn about new topic. 
F.F.16 Yeah, so far, you did a good job. 

 

In (F.M.6), the young female teacherVKRZHG�RQH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI� µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�IHDWXUH�

that is personal pronoun by using I��µ&R-operative¶�IHDWXUH�LV�WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUH�RI�IHPDOH�

speech styles used by the young female teacher to show that she wanted to have good cooperation 

with the students. In (F.M.15), the young female teacher show µprocess-oriented¶ feature by asking 

the students used open -ended question, the open-ended question was signed by the use of why 

question to help students to have a process of critical thinking during the learning process.In 

(F.M.17), the young teacher used the use of mitigated directives IURP�µFRPSOLDQW¶�IHDWXUH, she tried 

to mitigate directives to the students to do the activity by saying /HW¶V�VWDUW�.In(F.M.3),the young 

female teacher used expressive of feelings IURP�µSHUVRQDO¶, she showed her feelings by saying ,¶P�

so happy to show that she was personally happy that she could meet the students again and they 

could learn new topic. In (F.F.16),the young teacher gave compliment to the students by saying 

you did a good jobto show politeness that the teacher valued the studeQWV¶�DQVZHU��H[SODQDWLRQ�RU�

work. 

 

Male Speech Styles Used by Young Male Teacher 
Based on the observation done in the classroom facilitated by a young male teacher, the 

number of each feature of male speech styles applied in his class would be shown in the table 

below: 

 
Table 2: The summary of types and frequencies of male speech styles used by the young male teacher in 

teaching his older male and female students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes:  Mat: Matter of fact; Ass: Assertive; Agg: Aggressive; Uoh: Use of humour; Ego: Ego-enhancing 

Goa: Goal-directed 

 

From the table above, the young male teacher only used five features out of six features of 

male speech styles. The young male teacher only applied matter of fact, assertive, aggressive, ego-

enhancing and goal-directed in teaching English to their older students.  

The data beloware the examples of male speech styles used by the young male teacher: 

M.F.2 So, how are you today? 

M.M.3 Before we start our lesson today, I would like to share my motivational quotes. 

M.F.21 Yes, good job sister. 

M.M.28 Now, try to read it. 

M.M.33What is the conversation about? 

 

In M.F.2,it was considered involving discourse markers IURP� µPDWWHU� RI� IDFW¶� IHDWXUH, it 

was signed by the use so in the beginning of the sentences. In M.M.3, theyoung male teacher tried 

to show his assertiveness by the use of declarative sentences to start the class or the lesson at the 

day. In M.F.21, the young male teacher usually used boasting to appreciate the students by saying 

FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS

Number 23 30 9 19 9 11 0 0 12 11 5 4

Percentage

The Most Dominant Feature of Male Speech Styles: Matter of Fact

39,84% 21,52% 15,03% 0% 17,29% 6,76%

Male Speech Styles

Mat Ass Agg Uoh Ego Goa
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good job. In M.M.28,the utterances showed the young male teacher used verbs of action from 

µDJJUHVVLYH¶�IHDWXUH�to show his aggressiveness by sayingtry to read itto ask the students to do the 

DFWLYLW\��,Q�0�0����VKRZV�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�µJRDO-GLUHFWHG¶�IHDWXUH,the young male teacher showed 

that he really focused RQ� WKH� JRDO� WKDW� LV� WR� NQRZ� WKH� VWXGHQWV¶� DQVZHU� E\� DOZD\V� DVNLQJ� WKH�

students about the answer. 

 

The Tendency of Speech Styles used by the Young Female and Young Male Teachers 

Based on the data collection of the young female and young male teachers with the 

findings and discussion above, the writer would like to see the tendencies of speech styles used by 

the young female and young male teachers. Based on the above findings, for the young female 

WHDFKHU¶V�WHQGHQF\�LQ�XVLQJ�WKH�IHPDOH�VSHHFK�VW\OH�ZDV�VKH�PRVWO\�XVHG�µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�IHDWXUH�RI�

female speech style (38,81%) to show that the young female teacher wanted to have a good 

cooperation in teaching the older students that she included the students into the discussion, she 

DJUHHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�RSLQLRQ��DQVZHUV�DQG�ZRUNV��DQG�DOVR�she listened or paid attention to the 

older students when the students were talking. Moreover, it is interesting because based on the 

findings, the young female teacher showed that she tend to be more co-operative when she talked 

to her older male students than when she talked to her older female students. It might be caused by 

some factors such as gender differences between the young female teacher and the older male 

students, she might think that she should be more co-operative with older male students because 

older male students are more aggressive and very goal-oriented in learning about something; or 

another factor is because of their social relationship that the young female teacher and the older 

male students are not really close to one another because they only meet on the day based on their 

VFKHGXOH¶V�RI�SULYDWH�FRXUVH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�SURFHVV�UXQ�ZHOO�VKH�VKRXOG�

be more co-operative with her language when she taught her older students.  However, the young 

female teacher was very rare in using polite feature of female speech style (5,92%). The young 

female teacher might still think that she was the leader of the class and she did not need to show 

polite feature frequently to the older students such as compliments or terms of endearment.  

 %DVHG� RQ� WKH� DERYH� ILQGLQJV�� IRU� WKH� \RXQJ�PDOH� WHDFKHU¶V� WHQGHQF\� LQ� XVLQJ� WKH�PDOH�

speech style was he mostly used matter of fact (39,84%) in teaching his older students to show that 

he is as a male teacher tend to be more factual through giving informative sentences such as factual 

information, transactional and also referential information to the older students in the teaching and 

learning process. MoreoveU�� LW� VKRZHG� WKDW� WKH� \RXQJ� PDOH� WHDFKHU� XVHG� PRUH� µPDWWHU� RI� IDFW¶�

feature of male speech styles when he taught to older male students than to older female students. 

It might be caused by the sex of the male students that the young male teacher might think that the 

young male students might be more goal-oriented and they need factual information when they 

were learning something. However, the young male teacher had never used one of the features of 

male speech style that is use of humour (0%) because the situation when the teacher spoke was in a 

teaching and learning process and the young male teacher might think that was inappropriate to use 

humor in teaching and learning process. Furthermore, to show that the young male teacher is a 

factual and serious teacher, the young male teacher tend WR�PRUH�XVH�µPDWWHU�RI�IDFW¶�IHDWXUH�DQG�KH�

QHYHU�XVHG�µXVH�RI�KXPRXU¶��� 

 

The Types and Frequencies of Opposite Gendered Speech Style used by the Young Teachers  

In this study the writer was also interested in analyzing the opposite gendered speech styles 

used by the young teachers to know whether the young teachers wanted to use the opposite 

gendered speech styles or not when they taught older students 

 

The Types and Frequencies of Male Speech Styles Used by the Young Female Teacher 

From the data collection, the types and frequencies of male speech style as the opposite 

gendered speech style used by the young female teachers in teaching English to her older students 

would be shown in the table below: 
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Table 3: The summary of types and frequencies of male speech styles used by the young female teacher 

in teaching his older male and female students 

 

 

From the table above, the young female teacher only used five features out of six features of male 

speech styles as the speech style of the opposite gender. The young male teacher only applied 

µmatter of fact¶� DV� WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW� IHDWXUH�RI�PDOH� VSHHFK� VW\OH� DSSOLHG�E\� WKH�\RXQJ� IHPDOH�

teacher, µaggressive¶, µgoal-directed¶�µassertive¶� DQG� µego-enhancing¶DV� WKH� OHDVW� IHDWXUH� RI� PDOH�

speech styles used by the young female teacher in teaching English to her older students. 

 

The Types and Frequencies of Female Speech Styles Used by the Young Male Teacher 
Based on the data collection, the types and frequencies of male speech style as the opposite 

gendered speech styles used by the youngmale teachers in teaching English to his older students 

would be shown in the table below. 

 
Table 4: The summary of types and frequencies of the female speech styles used by the young male 

teacher inteaching his older male and female students 

 

 

According to the findings shown above, the young male teacher used all of the features of 

female speech style as the speech styles of the RSSRVLWH�JHQGHU��7KH�\RXQJ�PDOH�WHDFKHU�XVHG�µFR-

RSHUDWLYH¶� IHDWXUH� RI� IHPDOHV� VSHHFK� VW\OHV� DV� WKH� PRVW� GRPLQDQW� IHDWXUH�� µFRPSOLDQW¶�� µSROLWH¶��

µ¶SURFHVV-RULHQWHG¶�DQG�µSHUVRQDO¶�DV�WKH�OHDVW�IHDWXUH�RI�IHPDOH�VSHHFK�VW\OHV�DSSOLHG�E\�WKH�\RXQJ�

male teacher in teaching English to his older students. 

 

FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS

Number 0 3 7 1 4 4 23 45 1 5

Percentage 3,22% 8,6% 8,6% 73,11% 6,45%

The Most Dominant Female Feature of Speech Styles: Co-operative

Female Speech Styles

Per Com Pol Co Pro

FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS

Number 12 18 2 7 8 18 0 0 4 4 8 5

Percentage

The Most Dominant Feature of Male Speech Styles: Matter of Fact

34,88% 10,46% 30,23% 0% 9,30% 15,11%

Male Speech Styles

Mat Ass Agg Uoh Ego Goa
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Table 5: The Summarized Results of Gendered Speech Style Used by  

The Young Female and Young Male Teachers 

 

 
 

 

From the summary of the findings above, the writer could conclude that the most dominant 

VSHHFK�VW\OHV�XVHG�E\�WKH�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�WHDFKHU�LV�µ)HPDOH�6SHHFK�6W\OH¶�DQG�WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�

IHDWXUH�LV�µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶��$QG��WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUH�XVHG�E\�WKH�\RXng male teacher is µ0DOH�

6SHHFK�6W\OH¶�DQG�WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUH�LV�µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�IHDWXUH�RI�IHPDOH�VSHHFK�VW\OH� 

FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS

Number 6 4 12 19 4 5 22 37 18 24 12 18 2 7 8 18 0 0 4 4 8 5

Percentages

Total

FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS FS MS

Number 23 30 9 19 9 11 0 0 12 11 5 4 0 3 7 1 4 4 23 45 1 5

Percentage

Total

The Speech Styles used by Young Female Teacher

Female Speech Styles Male Speech Styles

Per Com Pol Co Pro Mat

7,23% 20,39% 5,92% 38,81% 27,63% 15,11%

Ass Agg Uoh Ego Goa

34,88% 10,46% 30,23% 0 9,30%

The Speech Styles used by Young Male Teacher

Male Speech Styles Female Speech Styles

Mat Com Pol Co ProPer

152 (63,86%) 86 (36,13%)

The Most Dominant Speech Styles: Female Speech Style

The Most Dominant Feature: Co-operative

Ass Agg Uoh Ego Goa

The Most Dominant Speech Styles: Male Speech Style

The Most Dominant Feature: Co-operative Feature of Female Speech Style

3,22% 8,6% 8,6% 73,11% 6,45%

113 ((57,94%) 82 (42,05%)

6,76%39,84% 21,52% 15,03% 0% 17,29%
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Based on the observation that the writer conducted for WKH�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�WHDFKHU¶V�FODVVHV��

the writer found that the young female teacher showed herself as female speech styles user. She 

applied all the features of female speech styles. The most dominant feature of female speech styles 

used by the young femalH�WHDFKHU�ZDV�µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�WHDFKHU�ZDQWHG�

WR� KDYH� JRRG� FRRSHUDWLRQ� LQ� WHDFKLQJ� KHU� ROGHU� VWXGHQWV�� IROORZHG� E\� µSURFHVV-RULHQWHG¶��

µFRPSOLDQW¶��µSHUVRQDO¶��DQG�WKH�OHDVW�ZDV�µSROLWH¶��0RUHRYHU��WKH�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�WHDFKHU�DOVR�applied 

features of male speech styles as her opposite sex speech styles but only applied five features of it. 

7KH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUHV�RI�PDOH�VSHHFK�VW\OHV�XVHG�E\�WKH�\RXQJ�IHPDOH�WHDFKHU�ZDV�µPDWWHU�RI�

IDFW¶�IROORZHG�E\�µDJJUHVVLYH¶��µJRDO-GLUHFWHG¶� µDVVHUWLYH¶��DQG�µHJR-HQKDQFLQJ¶�EXW�VKH�QHYHU�XVHG�

µXVH� RI� KXPRXU¶� IHDWXUH� RI� PDOH� VSHHFK� VW\OH� ZKHQ� VKH� WDXJKW� KHU� ROGHU� VWXGHQWV�� ,W� FRXOG� EH�

interpreted that the young female teacher tend to be more factual and serious when she 

taught/talked to her older students to show her seriousness in teaching her older students.  

)URP� WKH� \RXQJ� PDOH� WHDFKHU¶V� FODVVHV�� WKH� ZULWHU� IRXQG� WKDW� WKH� \RXQJ� PDOH� WHDFKHU�

showed himself as male speech styles user. But, he only applied five features of male speech styles 

thRVH�ZHUH�µPDWWHU�RI�IDFW¶�DV�WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUH�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJ�PDOH�WHDFKHU�tend 

WR� EH� PRUH� IDFWXDO� LQ� WHDFKLQJ� KLV� ROGHU� VWXGHQWV�� IROORZHG� E\� µDVVHUWLYH¶�� µHJR-HQKDQFLQJ¶��

µDJJUHVVLYH¶��DQG�WKH�OHDVW�ZDV�µJRDO-GLUHFWHG¶�EXW�QHYHU�XVHG�KXPRur feature. It showed that the 

young male teacher might think that as a teacher, he was expected to be more factual and serious 

when he taught/talked to older students in the teaching and learning process. Based on the findings, 

the young male teacher applied all features of female speech styles as the opposite gendered speech 

VW\OH��7KH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�IHDWXUHV�RI�IHPDOH�VSHHFK�VW\OHV�XVHG�E\�KLP�ZDV�µFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�IROORZHG�

E\� µFRPSOLDQW¶�� µSROLWH¶�� µSURFHVV-RULHQWHG¶� DQG� WKH� OHDVW� IHDWXUH�RI� IHPDOH� VSHHFK� Vtyles used by 

KLP�ZDV� µSHUVRQDO¶�� ,W� FRXOG�EH� LQWHUSUHWHG� WKDW� WKH�\RXQJ�PDOH� WHDFKHU�DOVR�ZDQWHG� WR�VKRZ�KLV�

good cooperation when he taught/talked to the older students.  

In the conclusion of the data collections and findings, the uniqueness appeared on the 

number of each feature, it showed that both the young female and young male teachers more used 

almost all the features of female and male speech styles to the older male students than to the older 

female students. They tend to use moreµFR-RSHUDWLYH¶�� µprocess-RULHQWHG¶�� µFRPSOLDQW¶�� µSROLWH¶��

µIDFWXDO¶�� µDJJUHVVLYH¶�� µDVVHUWLYH¶� IHDWXUHV�RI�JHQGHUHG�VSHHFK�VW\OHV� WR� WKHLU�ROGHU�PDOH� VWXGHQWV�

than to their older female students. For the young female teacher, it could be influenced by her 

gender and age which is different from her older male students so that she tried to be more serious 

and sometimes aggressively in teaching her older male students. But, for the young male teacher, it 

could be influenced by the same gender so that he wanted to be more polite or to be seen serious or 

enthusiast in teaching his older male students.  

By conducting this study, hopefully, the findings could give benefits for the readers 

UHJDUGLQJ�KRZ�ODQJXDJH��JHQGHU�DQG�DJH�ZHUH�UHODWHG�LQ�LQIOXHQFLQJ�PDOH�IHPDOH¶V�VSHHFK�VW\OHs. 

Especially, for readers who are male and female teachers, the writer hoped this study may help 

them to be more aware in choosing the most appropriate feature of speech styles to use in teaching 

students. Finally, the writer also hoped that more research on a similar topic with more number of 

participants or different age group could be carried out in the future. 
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