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Abdgract: This paper is based on the survey of one hundred and six
English Department Students  perception of four English accents:
North American English, British English, Augtrdian English and New
Zedand English. The study reveds the students' identification of the
four English accents, their percaved ease of comprehending them,
and their exposure to the English accents, seen through ther stay in
the English spesking countries and the three mosily watched un-
dubbed English TV programs/films.
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English, as a globd language, is sooken as a native language in
many regions, each with its own accent, its own pattern of pronunciation,
showing tha "English isnot & dl uniform in pronunciation” (Ronowicz
& Yadlop, 1999, p. 26). Concerning the spread of the English language
around the world, Kachru suggests "three concentric circles, representing
different ways in which the language has been acquired and is currently
used". The three circles are "the inner circle, the outer cirde or extending
circle and the expanding crcle€'. Theinner cirde refersto "the traditiona
bases of English including the USA, UK, Irdland, Canada, Audrdia and
New Zedand". The outer cirde refers to the earlier phrases of the soread
of English in non-native settings where the English language plays an
important "second language" role in multilingua settings which includes
"Singapore, India, Mdawi and over fifty other territories’. The expanding
circleinvolves "those nations which recognize the importance of English
as an internationd language including China, Japan, Greece, Poland and
a steadily increasing number of other staes’. (Crystd, 2002, pp. 53-54)
Congdering itsrole as aforegn language in the soa ety, Indonesiacan be
consdered the expanding circle.
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As a foreign language in Indonesa, English is recognized as an
internationd lingua franca. Due to its importance in globa communi-
cation, English has gained a sgnificant place in education, formaly as
well asinformally. In recent years English has been introduced snce the
elementary schools. Some preschools or playgroups evenincludeit asthe
subject matter to be taught to very young learners. There has dso been an
increase of number of English programs and institutions offering courses
to adults as wdl as young learners. Consdering its role as a globa
language, English learners need to be made aware of the fact that English
Is not uniform in pronundation, tha there are different accents of English
gpoken in different regions besides the accent being taught to them,
which, in Indonesa, is usuadly modded &fter the two mosly known
accents, British or American.

Evauating English Accents Worldwide is a multinational English
accents evduation survey, designed by Bayard and Wesathedll, based in
Univerdty of Otago, Dunedin, New Zedand. It is made up of an
internationa group of researchers interested in analyzing the evaluation
of different nationa and ethnic groups on four of the standard accents of
English: Near Recelved Pronunciation, the educated Southern English
English or Near-BBC English, General North American, Austrdian and
New-Zedand. There were twenty researchers in fourteen different
countries paticdpaing in the project, published in its webgte,
(http:Avww.Otago.ac.nz/anthropol ogy/linguigticshtml),  retrieved  in
April, 2004, whereas none was working on the Indonesan subjects. It
was aso staed that dl researchers share access to the data obtained and
may use them for any ethicd research purpose. This has aroused my
interest to take pat in the multinational project, focusng on the
Indonesian EFL learners perceptibility in identifying the four different
accents of English and thar reative ease of comprehending them and the
factorsthat may affect their perceptibility and ease of comprehending the
four different accents.

Accordingly the purpose of the sudy is to find out the extent to
which the sudents can identify the four different accents, their perceived
ease of comprehension of the accents and aso the factors that may affect
the students' perceptibility and percelved ease of comprehending the
different accents.

This study is expected to give some understanding ebout the
students' perceptibility in the four different English accents and their
perceived ease of comprehending them. It adso, hopefully, gives a
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broader view concerning English accents particularly for those who are
involved in teaching English as aforeign language.

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE ENGLISH ACCENTS

Bascdly the four accents of the inner drclesBritish English,
American, Augralian and New Zedand-share alot in common and their
Speskers are capable of understanding one another despite the fact that
each accent carries certain noticegble features of pronunciation.

Following Wells' description on differences between accents, we
can digtinguish different accents based on "their phonetic detail, phono-
logicd dructure and the differences in the use of particular phonemesin
particular words or morphemes' (1995, pp. 72-73). Differences in phone-
tic detall refers to "the phonetic redization of a given phoneme, i.e. the
vowe in words such as goat is generdly [au] in Received Pronunciation
may be more monophthongd [0] in Genera American English. (p. 123).

Differences in phonologicd gructure or phonotactic distribution
refers to "the environment in which particular phonemes do or do not
occur”. It is further dated tha "one fundamentd divison in English
accent type depends upon a difference in phonotactic digribution of
consonant /r/ (p. 75). The rhotic accents, for example, include those
typical of Scotland, Irdland, Canada, Barbadoes, and certain western part
of England. Mogt of the accents of the United States induding Generd
American are the rhotic accents, where "the /r/ occursin awide variety of
phonetic contexts including pre-consonanta and absolute final postion™
(p. 75). While in the non-rhotic accents, /r/ is exduded from such
environment. They are typical of "Austrdia, New Zedand, mog of the
England and Wa es including RP" belonging to the non-rhotic accents (p.
76). The third differences lie in the different use of particular phonemes
in particular words or morphemes, i.e. the vowd in bath in Generd
American is [&d, but in Recalved Pronundation [a] is used. Another
type of differenceisin thar “phonemic system, the number or identity of
the phonemes used” (p. 76). The example given is tha "most accents of
English have two distinct vowd phonemesin the close back area, a short
Jul as in foot and a long /u:/ as in boot"; which are represented as "a
single phoneme /u/ in Scottish” (p. 77).

The accent tha has the "highest prestige”" in England is known as
Recaved Pronunaation (RP), which is properly referred to as "BBC
English" or "Standard English”. It is "the mogt generd type of educated
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British pronundation” (p. 117). In the United States, however, thereisno
accent whose status and role corresponding to the RP in England. The
type of educated pronunciation taught & schools and to speskers of other
languages is "Generd American English”, spoken by “two-thirds of the
American population”. It is commonly called North American English.
General American comprises "that mgority of American accents which
do not have marked Eastern or Southern characteridtics' It isthe variable
mogt acceptable on televison networks covering the whole United States
(Wels, 1993, p. 470). It is ds0 stated tha "one of the most driking
characterigics of American pronunciation to the ears of anon American
IS the intervocdic consonant in words like better, which sounds like /d/
rather than /t/, pronounced like a rapid tap and frequently" (Wédls, p.
248). While the typical British pronunciaion is a voicdess dveolar
plosive /t/. On the other hand, in British English, glottaization occurs
when "the voicdess plosives /p,tk/ are in the certain syllable find likein
look.

Audtrdian English, following Michdl & Ddbridge (1965), quoted
by Wedls (1993, p. 594), is distinguished into three man types: Broad,
General and Cultivated, identified principdly by differences in the
quaity of the vowes in “FLEECE, FACE, GOAT, PRICE and
MOUTH?”. In Cultivated Audtrdian those vowds are Smilar to those of
RP, while in Genera Audtrdian, they have undergone “Diphthong
Shifting”, and in Broad Audrdian those vowds are amilar to those of
General Audrdian, but have “extra duration in the first dement of the
diphthong” (Wdls, 1993, p. 596). Ancther pronuncigion festure of
Audtrdian English is the “raigng of the front short vowds’ and the
“fronting of the GOOSE, START, and NURSE vowes’, which is
phonologicdly very close to RP. The most noticesble consonanta
phenomena are perhaps “T voiang and the qudity of /I/”. Intervocaic/t/
may undergo “T voicdng’, which may be ether changed into “/d/ or
Tapping”. This has not been much sudied in Austrdian speech.
Similarly, the qudity of /I/ has not been “adequaely researched upon”.
WEells impressonisthat it isof a“pharyngedized quality occurringin dl
environments” (Wels, 1993, p. 603)

New Zedand English is very like Austrdian English and has a
range of accent extending from cultivated to Broad. They are so similar
that "it is difficult for outsdersto tell them gpart" (Wdls, 1993, p. 605).
What differentiate them mogtly is the "KIT vowels which has become a
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centrad vowd not distinct from /a/. Thus the vowd in ship is pronounced
as[9] instead of [1]. Concerning the centring diphthongs, the diphthong in
SQUARE is pronounced as [€3] instead of [&3] as in RP. Smilarly, the
diphthong [e3] in fair sounds like [19]. According to Hawkins, quoted by
W ls (1993, p. 608), “some Foeskers merged the two fronting centring
diphthongs [ea] and [12]”, so that minimd pairs such asfair and fear are
pronounced dike as [fis]”. The laterd in New Zedand English, like
Augrdian English “tends towards a rather dark /I/, possbly phary-
ngealzed in dl environments’. Besides, he suggests that vocdization isa
variade rule in current New Zedand speech, as it was reported by
Hawkins (1976) that “ In New Zedland English find and pre-consonanta
/Il has entirdy logt the dvedar tongue tip contact, so thet it is in fact
redized as aback vowd closeto [0]” (Wdls, 1993, p. 606).

METHODS OF STUDY

The subjects are limited to one hundred and six students of the
English Department—Petra Christian University who have finished
their ord skill courses, having thus achieved considerably mastery
of the oral English language. The subjects are of different ethnici-
ties: Chinese and different ethnic groups of indigenous Indonesian:
Javanese, M adurese, Sundanese, Ambonnese, and Banjarese

The instrument used to collect the data was a questionnaire and
a recorded tape of a 30 second passage read by male and female
speakers. The stimulus tape, as it was described used mae and
femae voices of the middle range of the four regiona accents,
general New Zeadland English (NZE), Australian English (AusE),
Inland Northern American (NAmME), and United Kingdom near-
Recelved Pronunciation (EE). The tape began with an introductory
female NZE voice to provide practice for the subjects, which was
not anayzed (http:/www.otago.ac.nz/anthropology/linguistics/
wethods.html).

The questionnaire, designed by Bayard originally, was used to
record the participants personal data and their impressions of the
gpeakers on 13 six-point semantic scales (reliable, ambitious,
humorous, authoritative, competence, cheerful, friendly, dominant,
intelligent, assertive, controlling, warm and hard working) and their
impression of the speakers' voice on five six-point semantic scales
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(pleasant, attractive, powerful, strong, educated and easy to
understand). In addition, the subjects were asked to fill out the
perceived age, ethnicity, educational level, occupation, annual
income and social class.

Related to the purpose of the study, the data collected, were
selected based on the relevance to the research questions, relating to
their exposure to the English language, their perceived ease of
understanding and the ethnicity of the speakers. Their exposure to
the English language was indicated by the time spent in English
gpeaking countries, hours spent watching un-dubbed English
language TV/films per week, and the three un-dubbed English
language TV programs watched most.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

Per ceptions of the Accents

Students perception of the four different accents is indicated by
their percelved ethnicity from the choices of ethnicities: New Zedand
European, American, New Zedand Maori, Canadian, Asan, English,
Austrdian European, South African, Austrdian Aborigine, Black Ameri-
can, Scottish, and Other European. All voices except the two American
voices were poorly identified as shown in thefollowing table.

Table 1. Students’ Accents Guesses

FNZE MNZE FAusE M Aus FNAME MNAmE FEE MEE Toatd

n % N % n % n % n % n % n % n % n %
NewZedandE 11 104 6 57 5 47 7 66 2 19 3 28 14 132 5 48 53 63
New Zedand M 1 09 5 48 1 09 1 09 0 0O O O 1 09 1 09 10 12
Augrdian E 26 245 15 142 9 85 16 151 2 19 5 47 13 123 17 16 103 123
Audrdian A 1 09 2 19 0 0 0O O O O O O 4 38 2 19 9 11
Canadian 9 85 11 105 15 142 15 142 1 09 3 28 13 123 11 104 78 92
American 18 171 25 236 46 434 22 208 78 736 78 736 7 6.7 12 113 286 337
Black Am 1 09 6 57 1 09 7 66 3 28 1 09 4 38 3 28 26 31
English 28 264 10 94 15 142 13 123 8 75 13 123 23 21.7 26 245 136 16
Sooltish 7 66 14 132 2 19 8 75 1 09 1 09 8 78 16 151 57 6.7
Asan 2 19 2 19 6 57 1 09 6 57 1 09 8 78 3 28 29 34
South A.F. 0O 0 3 280 O O O 2 19 0 0O O O 1 09 6 07
Other European 1 09 6 57 4 38 12 13 1 09 0 O 9 85 7 66 40 47
Tota 1056 9 105 994 104 981 102 96.2 104 98.1 105 9.1 104 981 104 981 833 98.2
Missng 1 09 1 09 2 19 4 38 2 19 1 09 2 19 2 19 15 18
Total 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 848 100
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The lowest was the New Zedand mae voice, which was correctly
identified by only 5.70% of al the respondents, followed by the
Audrdian femde voice (850%), New Zedand femde (10.40%)
Augtrdian mde voice (15.10%), UK femde voice (21.70%) and UK
male voice (24.50%). The American voices, however were correctly
identified by 73.60% of respondents.

It is seen from teble 1 that New Zedand femde voice was
mistakenly identified mostly as English (26,40%) or Audrdian
(24.50%). While the mae voice was mistakenly identified mostly as
American (23.60%). The Audrdian femae and male voices were
identified mogtly as American English, 43.40% and 20.80% respectively.
Wheresas the English voices were better recognized by the respondents,
being correctly identified by 21.70% for the femae voice and 24.50% for
the mae voice. The res mistakenly identified the femae voice as New
Zedand European (13.20%), Austrdian European (12.30%), Canadian
(12.30%), Other European (8.50%), Scottish (7.80%), Asian (7.80%),
American (6.70%), and Black American (3.80). The English mae Voice,
on the other hand, was midakenly identified mosly as Audrdian
European (16%), Scottish (15.10%), American (11.30%) and Canadian
(10,40%). Therest identified it as Other European (6.60%), New Zedand
European (4.80%), Black American (2.80%), Asan (2.80%), Austrdian
Aborigine (1.90%), New Zedand Maori (0.90%), and South African
(0.90%). The American femde voice was incorrectly identified mostly
as English (7.50%), followed by Asian (5.76%), Black American
(2.80%), South African (1.90%), New Zedand European English
(1.90%), Audrdian European (1.90%), Canadian (0.90%), Scottish
(0.90%), and Other European (0.90%). Similarly, the male voice was
mistakenly identified mogtly as English (12.30%). The rest identified it
as Audralian European (4.70%), New Zedand European (2.80%),
Canadian (2.80%), Black American (0.90%), Scottish (0.90%), and
Other European(0.90%).

The whole picture of the students accent guesses points to the
implication tha the sudents are more familiar with the American accent
and have the tendency to identify the other accents — New Zedand and
Augtrdian — as American. This may be explained through their exposure
to the variety of the English accent in their linguistic environmert.
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Students’ Exposure to the English Accent

Students exposure to the English accent(s) is seen through their
direct contact with the English spesking countries and the indirect contact
through watching un-dubbed English language TV/films

Of al the 106 respondents, there were only fourteen respondents
who had the chance spending some time in the English gpesking
countries. The most visited country is Austrdia, beng vidted by 6 (Six)
respondents, followed by Singapore, 4 (four) respondents, USA, 2 (two)
respondents (table 2). The duration of their vist was rdatively short,
ranging from less than one to thirteen months or more: less than one
month 7 respondents, 1-6 months 5 (five) respondents, 7-12 months 1
(one) respondent, more than 12 months 2 (two) respondents (table 3).
This may explain why the experience of staying in the English speaking
countries does not show asignificant influence on their accent guesses as
shown in table 4ah Time Spent in English Spesking Country and
Accent Guesses. Of the Six respondents who had stayed in Austrdia only
one could identify the Austrdian femae voice and one for the mae
voice. The four respondents who spent some time in Singapore dl failed
to identify the New Zedand femae voice, UK mae voice, Audrdian
femde and mae. Out of those four, there was only one who made a
correct guess for UK femae voice, one for New Zedland male, but there
were three who correctly identified the American femae voice and two
for the mae voice. The two respondents who visted USA made wrong
guessss in dl voices except one correct answer each for the UK femae,
American made, and American femde voices. The only respondent who
stayed in Indiafor some time made dl wrong guesses except one correct
guess for American mae voice. The one respondent who stayed in New
Zedand could not identify the New Zedand voices. The only correct
choice was for the American mae voice. The American mae voice
appears to be the most correctly identified accent by the respondents who
pent sometimein the English spesking countries, in site of the fact that
mogt of them stayed in the countries other than the USA. Similar result
occursin the guesses for the American fema e voice, which was correctly
identified by nine of the respondents (table 4a,b,c,d,ef,g,h).
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Table 2. English Speaking Country Visted * Ethnicity I dentified

ey oo e, R
Vdid 6 57 429 429
INDIA" 1 9 7.1 50.0
SINGAPORE 4 3.8 28.6 78.6
NEW ZEALAND 1 9 7.1 85.7
USA 2 19 13.3 100.0
Totd 14 13.2 100.0
Missing 92 86.8
Total 106 100.0
Table 3. Time Spent in English-Speaking Country
Frequency Percent P\éra(l,gth C%rgrtgg{ve
Vdid NONE 91 85.8 85.8 85.8
>1MS 7 6.6 6.6 925
1-6 MS 5 4.7 4.7 97.2
7-12 MS 1 9 9 98.1
13MS+ 2 19 19 100.0
Total 106 100.0 100.0

Table4a. English Speaking Country Vidted * Ethnicity | dentified

Ethnicty,
NZ. Female Total
Fase True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 4 2 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 4 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 2 2
Total 12 2 14

Table4b. English Speaking Country Visted * Ethniaty | dentified

Ethniaty, Aus

Female Total
Fae True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 5 1 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 4 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 2 2
Total 13 1 14

English Department, Faculty of Letters, Petra Christian University

http://pudlit.petra.ac.id/journal gletters/



156 @E VOLUME 5, NUMBER 2, DECEMBER 2003: 147-164

Table4c. English Speaking Country Visited * Ethnicity | dentified

Ethnicty, NAm

Male Total
False True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 1 5 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 2 2 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 1 1 2
Total 4 10 14

Table4d. English Speaking Country Vidted * Ethnicty | dentified

Ethnicity,
UK Male Total
False True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 3 3 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 4 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 2 2
Total 11 3 14

Table4e. English Speaking Country Visited * Ethnicity | dentified

Ethnicity,
UK Female Total
False True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 6 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 3 1 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 1 1 2
Total 12 2 14

Table4f. English Speaking Country Visited * Ethnicity | dentified

Ethnicity,
NZ Male Total
False True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 4 2 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 3 1 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 2 2
Total 11 3 14
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Table4g. English Speaking Country Vidted * Ethnicity | dentified
Ethnicity, NAm

Female Total
False True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 1 5 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 1 3 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 1 1 2
Total 5 9 14

Table4h. English Speaking Country Visted * Ethniaty | dentified
Ethnicty, Aus

Male Total
False True
ENGLISH AUSTRALIA 5 1 6
SPEAKING INDIA 1 1
COUNTRY SINGAPORE 4 4
NEW ZEALAND 1 1
USA 2 2
Total 13 1 14

Unlike the direct exposure to the English accents in the English
gpeaking countries, the indirect exposure to the English language was
experienced by dmog dl the respondents, by watching un-dubbed
English language TV/films, except for four respondents, who did not
watch them. Those who did spent quite alot of time watching undubbed
English TV/films 1-4 hours per week (26.4%), 59 hours per week
(32.1%), 10-19 hours per week (16%), and 20 hours and more per week
(21.7%) (table 5). The programs watched were mostlly American, using
American accent accordingly, as seen in the three un-dubbed English TV
programs they watched mogst (seetable 6,7, 8). Thefirs mosly watched
program was Friends, watched by 25.5% of the respondents, the second
one was dso Fiends (17.0%) and the same program was chosen as the
third mostly watched program (10%). Besides, dmost al of the un-
dubbed English TV programs/films watched are originated from the
United States, which naturally employ the American accent, i.e,
Discovery Channdl, Ally Mcbed, Bay Watch, Charmed, Sex and the
City, CNN, The Nanny, Dak Angd, Gillmore Girls, Pasadena,
Smadlville, X Files, Mc.Gyver, NBC, Law and Order, The Pretender,
Star Trek, Tha 70's Show, The Cosby Show, The Adams Family,
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Dharma & Greg, Reuters, VIP and MTV, which are more inclined to
American Accent. There was only one TV program in British English,
l.e, Premiership or Champions leegue. Some of the programs are
unidentified in relaion to the English accents used, i.e, news and
films/movies.

It appears that it was through the TV programs that the sudents got
exposad to the American accent, whereas there were hardly any TV
programs in UK English watched by the students and none in Audtrdian
or New Zedland English (Appendix table 5,6,7). In fact, most English TV
programs broadcast in Indonesia arein American English.

Table5. Hours of English TV Watched/WK

Valid Cumulative

Frequency  Percent Per cent Per cent

vdid OHRS 4 3.8 3.8 3.8
1-4HRS 28 26.4 26.4 30.2
5-9HRS, 34 321 321 62.3
10-19 HRS. 17 16.0 16.0 78.3
20HRS + 23 217 217 100.0
Total 106 100.0 100.0

Table6. FavoriteEnglish TV Programs 1

Valid Cumulative

Frequency Percent Per cent Percent

Vdid Ally McBed 3 2.8 3.0 30
The Adams Family 1 9 10 4.0
Baywetch 5 4.7 5.0 8.9
Charmed 3 28 3.0 119
CNN 4 38 4.0 15.8
Discovery Channdl 9 85 8.9 24.8
Dark Angd 1 9 10 25.7
FIm/Movies 9 85 8.9 34.7
Friends 27 255 26.7 61.4
Gilmore Girls 2 109 20 63.4
HBO 1 9 10 64.4
Mc.Gyver 1 9 10 65.3
MTV 22 20.8 21.8 87.1
NBC 1 9 10 881
News 5 4.7 50 931
The Nanny 2 19 20 95.0
Pasadena 1 9 10 96.0
Sex and the City 2 19 20 98.0
X Files 2 19 20 100.0
Total 101 95.3 100.0
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Table7. FavoriteEnglish TV Programs 2

Valid Cumulative
Peacent Percent

Vaid Ally McBed 5 2.8 30 30
Baywatch 3 4.7 5.0 8.9
Chamed 4 2.8 30 11.9
CNN 2 38 40 15.8
Discovery Channd 7 85 89 24.8
Dark Angd 2 9 10 25.7
Freddie Star 1 9 12 28.2
Flm/Movies 8 85 89 34.7
Friends 18 255 26.7 61.4
GilmoreGirls 1 109 20 63.4
Law and Order 1 .9 12 61.2
Mc.Gyver 1 9 10 65.3
MTV 12 20.8 21.8 87.1
NBC 1 .9 1.0 88.1
News 3 4.7 50 93.1
TheNanny 2 19 20 95.0
The Pretender 1 .9 12 84.7
Premiership or
Champions L esgue 1 9 12 85.9
Pasadena 2 19 24 88.2
Sex and the City 4 38 47 92.9
Smdllville 2 19 24 95.3
Star Trek 1 9 12 96.5
S TCOMS 1 .9 12 97.6
That 70s show 1 .9 12 08.8
X Files 1 .9 12 100.0
Tota 85 80.2 100.0

Missing 21 19.8

Total 106 100.0

Relating to the influence of their exposure through the TV media, it
IS further examined whether the number of hours spent in watching
English programs per week affected thelr accent guesses, particularly in
their perception of the American English.

Seen in table 9, the percentage of correct choices of the American
male voice tend to increase in line with the number of hours spent in
watching un-dubbed English TV programs. The highest percentage
occurs among those who watched 10-19 hours aweek, which comprises
80% of 17 (seventeen) respondents. This phenomena, however, Is not
followed by those who watched 20 (twenty) or more hours, showing a
little decrease to 78% of 23 (twenty-three) respondents. Similar condition
happens in the perception of the American femde voice, which was dso
correctly identified by the same number of respondents, 78 (seventy-
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elght) respondents. There is atendency of increase in the percentage of
the correct guesses of the American femde voice as the number of hours
gpent in watching un-dubbed English TV programs increases, except for
those who watched 20 (twenty) or more hours, having less percentage of
correct guesses than those who watched 10-19 hours/week (table 10).

Table8. FavoriteEnglish TV Programs 3

Valid Cumulative

Frequency Percent Per cent Percent

vdid Ally McBed 2 19 32 32
Anima Plangt 1 9 16 48
The Adams Family 1 9 16 6.5
Baywaich 6 57 9.7 16.1
Charmed 1 9 1.6 17.7
The Cosby Show 3 2.8 4.8 22.6
Dharmaé& Greg 1 9 16 24.2
Discovery Channd 1 9 16 25.8
Dark Angd 1 9 1.6 274
Dawsons Creek 1 9 16 29.0
Film/Movies 4 38 6.5 355
Friends 10 94 16.1 51.6
GilmoreGirls 2 19 3.2 54.8
Mc.Gyver 1 9 1.6 56.5
MTV 7 6.6 113 67.7
News i 3 2.8 4.8 72.6
Premiership or
Champions League 1 9 1.6 74.2
Pasadena 3 2.8 4.8 79.0
Reuters 2 19 3.2 82.3
The Sopranoes 1 9 1.6 839
Sex and the City 4 38 6.5 90.3
Smadlville 3 2.8 4.8 95.2
VIP 1 9 1.6 96.8
X Files 2 19 3.2 100.0
Totd 62 585 100.0

Missing 44 41.5

Total 106 100.0

Table9. Hoursof English TV Watched/WK * Ethnicity | dentified
Count

Ethniaty, Nam Male

False True Total
HOURS OF OHRS 2 2 4
ENGLISHTV  1-4HRS 11 17 28
WATCHED/WK 5-9HRS. 8 26 34
10-19 HRS. 2 15 17
20HRS. + 5 18 23

Total 28 78 106
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Table10. Hoursof English TV Watched/WK * Ethnicity | dentified
Count

Ethnicity, Nam Female

False True Total
HOURS OF OHRS, 2 2 4
ENGLISHTV  1-4HRS 11 17 28
WATCHED/WK 5-9HRS 7 27 A4
10-19 HRS. 3 14 17
20 HRS. + 5 18 23

Total 28 78 106

The anaysis based on crosstabulation between numbers of hours
gpent in watching English TV/films per week and accent guesses of
American English shows that there seems to be an indicdion that
exposure to the English accents on TV may affect ther identification of
the accents.

Students Percaved Ease of Comprehension

The dudents perception about thar ease of comprehension is
presented inthefallowing table.

Table11. Students percealved ease of comprehenson

Accents NZE AusE N Am EE Tota
Score Femade Made Femae Mae Femade Mae Female Male
Ve Difficult 1 0O 0 121123 0 O 109 0O O O O 3 28 438 20 24
2 8 75 33311 0 0 183123 1 09 5 47 23217 34321 117 138
3 15142 24226 15142 26245 4 38 10 94 32302 24226 150 17.7
4 21255 15142 28264 18 17 12113 14132 18 17 12113 144 17
5 3 3 10 94 383H8 27155 28264 H 3B 19179 25236 217 56
Very Easy 6 20189 12113 25236 21198 615/5 42396 11104 7 6.6 199 234
Total 105 99.1 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 106 100 847
Missng 1 09
106 100
Mean 442 313 4.69 413 5.36 493 3.57 3.39 42

The NAmME femde voice was percaived to be very easy to
understand by 57.5% of the respondents, followed by the NAME mae
voice (39.6%) in the second place. Taking thetwo highest scales, 6 and 5,
ranging from very easy to easy to understand, we can see that the NAmME
femde voice is regarded as the highet in the rdaive ease of
comprehension, being perceived by 83.9% of the respondents to be very
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easy — easy to understand, followed by the NAME mde voice (72.6%),
AusE femde voice (59.4%), NZE femde voice (51.9%), AusE mde
voice (45.3%). The three other voices UK femde, UK male and NZ
male- range lower. The UK mae was percaved as very easy-easy to
understand by 30.2% of the respondents, the UK female by 28.3% of the
respondents and the NZ ma e voice was a the bottom podtion, percaved
by only 20.7% of the respondents as very easy to easy to comprehend.

Considering the mean scores in the respondents perception, the
American femde voice was percelved as the easest to understand (with
the mean score 5.36), followed by NAmME male voice (mean score 4.93),
AusE femde voice (mean score 4.69), NZE femde voice (mean score
4.42), AusE mae (mean score 4.13), UK femd e voice (mean score 3.57),
UK méde voice (mean score 3.39) and the NZE mde voice being a the
bottom place, percaved as the least easy to undersand (mean score
3.13).

Generdly, the Indonesian subjects scored themsdves rdativey
higher compared to the Hong Kong students and Japanese sudents in
relation to ther percaved ease of comprehending the four English
accents, as seenin thefollowing table:

Table 12. Percaived ease of comprehension of eght voices
NZE Female NZE Male AausE Female AuskE Male

SCORE

H J H J H J H J
Vey Difficult 1 4 1 25 17 1 4
2 11 15 39 29 8 4 15 12
3 39 29 20 25 45 17 41 22
4 33 29 11 17 35 35 27 27
5 11 23 5 8 11 29 11 31
Vey Easy 6 3 3 3 2 15 3 8
Missing data 2 3
MEAN 344 3.67 232 2.77 352 432 333 402
NAmM Female NAmM Male EE Female EE Male
SCORE H J H J H J H J
Vey Difficult 1 3 1 1 8 6 7 4
2 5 5 2 18 21 39 17
3 9 5 21 6 47 39 37 36
4 29 16 36 21 19 17 12 22
5 40 29 28 29 8 12 5 16
Vey Easy 6 13 50 8 42 5 5
Missing data 1 1 1 1

MEAN 439 522 4.08 5.03 3.01 32 270 346

Created by: Owen Baxter, Modified: 25 Jun 2002, Made with
Macintosh
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http://www.otago.ac.nz/anthropol ogy/linguistic/resultsHk.html.  Simila
tly, the NAmME voices were percelved as the easest to understand by the
Japanese students, which was followed by the two AuskE voices and the
NZE femde voice, the UK mde and femde voice, and the NZE mae
voice a the lowest pogtion. The Hong Kong sudents, like the
Indonesian sudents, perceived the two American voices as the eesest to
undergand, followed by Aus femde, NZE femde, AusE mae UK
femdeand NZE mdevoice.

CONCLUSION

Usng the simulus tagpe and questionnaire designed by Donn
Bayard, this study seeks to reved the Indonesian EFL students
perception towards the four English accentsNear Recelved Pronun-
ciaion, Generd North American, Audrdian and New Zedand-n
identifying and comprehending the different accents of English.

The findings show that the Audtrdian, New Zedand and the UK
voices were poorly identified, mos of which were identified as American
English, the NZE mae voice being a the bottom place. However, the
two American voices were correctly identified by most of the
respondents. In the same way the American accents were percaelved as
the easest to undersand, whereas the NZE mae voice was perceved as
theleast easy to comprehend.

This implies that the sudents are more familiar with the American
accent, which may be related to thar exposure to the American accent
through the dectronic media, TV and films. All the respondents, except
four respondents, spent a lot of time watching un-dubbed English
language TV/films, dmog dl of which were usng American English,
seen from their three most watched un-dubbed English programs. This
exposure to the American accent may contribute to thelr accent
identification and their perceived ease of comprehending the American
voices. About three fourths of the respondents could be able to identify
the American accent. Smilarly, most of the respondents perceived the
American voices asthe eas es to undersand. On the other hand, the three
other accents were poorly identified and range lower in the students
perception of thar reative ease of comprehenson, with the English
voices range alittle higher in the students' accent guesses and perceived
ease of comprehenson. This may dso be rdaed to their exposure to the
English accents through the media of TV and films watched by the
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sudents. There were few in English accent but none in Audraian or
New Zedand English.

The reaults of this study, giving some inputs concerning the
Indonesian EFL students perception towards the four English accents
and their percaved ease of comprehending them, may be taken into
congderationin syllabus desgn for Indonesian EFL learners.
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