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$QDOLVD�-RXUQDO�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�5HOLJLRQ�UHOHDVHG�D�QHZ�HGLWLRQ�YRO���QR���������7KLV�

LV� WKH� WKLUG�HGLWLRQ�SXEOLVKHG� LQ�(QJOLVK�VLQFH� LWV�EHJLQQLQJ� LQ�������7KLV�YROXPH�UHOHDVHG� LQ� WKH�

PLG�RI�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�WKH�KHFWLF�VFKHGXOH�LQ�WKH�RdFH��+RZHYHU��WKLV�HGLWLRQ�LV�SXEOLVKHG�DV�

scheduled. Many people have contributed in this edition so that publication process of the journal is 

managed smoothly. The month of June in which this journal on the process of publishing is a month 

ZKHQ�0XVOLP�SHRSOH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�FHOHEUDWHG�WKH�,HG�)LWU��WKHUHIRUH�ZH�ZRXOG�DOVR�FRQJUDWXODWH�

to all Muslim fellows to have happy and blessing day on that occasion. 

This volume consistently issues eight articles consisting some topics related to Analisa scopes 

as follows; religious education, religious life, and religious text. Those articles are written by authors 

IURP�GLcHUHQW�FRXQWULHV� LQFOXGLQJ�,QGRQHVLD��$XVWUDOLD�� ,QGLD��DQG�*UHHFH��7KUHH�DUWLFOHV�FRQFHUQ�

on the education, one article focuses on the life of Hindu people. Furthermore, three articles discuss 

about text and heritage, and the last article explores on the evaluation of research management.

7KH� YROXPH� LV� RSHQHG� ZLWK� DQ� DUWLFOH� ZULWWHQ� E\�0XKDPPDG�8OLO� $EVRU� DQG� ,ZX�8WRPR�

HQWLWOHG�³3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HWHUPLQDQW�RI�6XFFHVVIXO�6FKRRO�WR�:RUN�7UDQVLWLRQ�RI�<RXQJ�3HRSOH�LQ�,VODPLF�

'HYHORSLQJ�&RXQWULHV��(YLGHQFH�IURP�(J\SW��-RUGDQ�DQG�%DQJODGHVK�´�7KLV�DUWLFOH�WDONV�DERXW�WKH�

HcHFWV�RI�FRQVHUYDWLYH�FXOWXUH� WR� WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�VFKRRO� WR�ZRUN�WUDQVLWLRQ� IRU�\RXQJ�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQ�

WKUHH�GLcHUHQW�FRXQWULHV�QDPHO\�(J\SW��-RUGDQ�DQG�%DQJODGHVK��7KLV�VWXG\�IRXQG�WKDW�IHPDOH�\RXWK�

WUHDWHG�GLcHUHQWO\�FRPSDULQJ�WR�WKH�PDOH�\RXWK�GXULQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�ZRUN�WUDQVLWLRQ��7KLV�LV�GXH�WR�WKH�

FRQVHUYDWLYH�FXOWXUH�WKDW�DcHFW� WR�VXFK�WUHDWPHQW��0DOH�\RXWK�UHFHLYHG�SRVLWLYH�WUHDWPHQW��RQ�WKH�

other hand female youth gained negative transitions. 

The second article is about how Japanese moral education can be a model for enhancing 

,QGRQHVLDQ�HGXFDWLRQ�HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�LPSURYLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VFKRROV��7KLV�SDSHU�LV�ZULWWHQ�

E\�0DKIXG� -XQDLGL� DQG� )DWDK� 6\XNXU� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� ¿HOG� VWXG\� DQG� OLEUDU\� UHVHDUFK�� 7KLV� VWXG\�

PHQWLRQV�WKDW�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�-DSDQ�DLPV�WR�PDNH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DGDSW�WR�WKH�VRFLHW\�DQG�PDNH�

WKHP�LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�FRPSHWHQW�LQ�PDNLQJ�GHFLVLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��7KLV�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�

applied in schools, family, community as well since these three places have interconnected each 

other.

7KH�WKLUG�DUWLFOH�LV�ZULWWHQ�E\�8PL�0X]D\DQDK��,W�GLVFXVVHG�DERXW�³7KH�5ROH�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�

education subject and local tradition in strengthening nationalism of the border society. She explores 

PRUH� WKUHH�PDWHULDOV� RI� WKH� ,VODPLF� HGXFDWLRQ� VXEMHFW� WKDW� FDQ� EH� XVHG� WR� UHLQIRUFH� QDWLRQDOLVP�

namely tolerance, democracy, unity and harmony. Besides these three aspects, there is a local 

tradition called saprahan that plays on strengthening the nationalism of people living in the border 

area.  

=DLQDO� $ELGLQ� (NR� DQG� .XVWLQL� ZURWH� DQ� DUWLFOH� FRQFHUQLQJ� RQ� WKH� OLIH� RI� %DOLQHVH�+LQGX�

SHRSOH�VHWWOLQJ�LQ�&LPDKL�:HVW�-DYD�,QGRQHVLD��7KH\�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�VRFLHW\�ZLWK�0XVOLP�DV�WKH�PDMRULW\��

,Q� WKLV� DUHD�� WKH\�KDYH� VXFFHVVIXOO\� DGDSWHG� WR� WKH� VRFLHW\� DQG�SHUIRUPHG�ÀH[LELOLW\� LQ�SUDFWLFLQJ�

+LQGX�GRFWULQH�DQG�+LQGX� ULWXDOV��7KLV� VWXG\� LV� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKHLU�¿HOG� UHVHDUFK�DQG�GRFXPHQWDU\�

research.  

7KH�QH[W�DUWLFOH� LV�ZULWWHQ�E\�7DXVHHI�$KPDG�3DUUD\�� ,W� H[DPLQHV� IRXU�PDLQ�ERRNV�RQ� WKH�

topic of democracy and democratization in the Muslim world especially in South and South East 

$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV�QDPHO\�3DNLVWDQ��%DQJODGHVK��0DOD\VLD�DQG�,QGRQHVLD��7KLV�SDSHU�GLVFXVVHV�GHHSO\�

INTRODUCTION FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARDS
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RQ�ZKHWKHU�,VODP�LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�RU�QRW��+H�UHYLHZV� OLWHUDWXUH�ZULWWHQ�E\�

=R\D�+DVDQ���������6KLSLQJ�+XD���������0LUMDP�.XQNOHU�DQG�$OIUHG�6WHSDQ���������DQG�(VSRVLWR��

6RQQ�DQG�9ROO���������7R�HYDOXDWH�WKH�GDWD��KH�DOVR�XVHV�YDULRXV�UHODWHG�ERRNV�DQG�MRXUQDO�DUWLFOHV��

Thus this essay is rich in providing deep analysis.

Agus S Djamil and Mulyadi Kartenegara wrote an essay entitled “The philosophy of oceanic 

YHUVHV�RI�WKH�4XU¶DQ�DQG�LWV�UHOHYDQFH�WR�,QGRQHVLDQ�FRQWH[W´��7KLV�HVVD\�GLVFXVVHV�WKH�VHPDQWLF�DQG�

RQWRORJLFDO�DVSHFWV�RI����RFHDQLF�YHUVHV�LQ�WKH�4XU¶DQ��7KLV�VWXG\�XVHV�SDUDOHOOLVWLF�DSSURDFK�LQ�RUGHU�

to reveal such verses. Then the authors explore more on the implementation of such verses on the 

,QGRQHVLDQ�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�FRXQWU\�KDV�ODUJH�PDULQH�DUHDV��

/\GLD�.DQHOOL�.\YHORX�.RNNDOLDUL�DQG�%DQL�6XGDUGL�ZURWH�D�SDSHU�FDOOHG�³7KH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�

WUDQVLWLRQDO�VRFLHW\�RI�P\WLOHQH�DW� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�DUFKDLF�SHULRG���th�±��th� FHQWXU\�E�F���D�VWXG\�RQ�

6DSSKR¶V�³2GH�WR�$QDNWRULD´��7KLV�SDSHU�LV�DERXW�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�SRHW�ZULWWHQ�E\�6DSSKR�DV�D�FULWLFDO�

SURGXFW�IURP�WKH�0\WLOHQH�VRFLHW\�RI�*UHHN��

The last article is written by Saimroh. She discusses the productivity of researchers at the 

2dFH�RI�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV�5HSXEOLF�,QGRQHVLD��

The result of this study depicts that subjective well-being and research competence had direct positive 

HcHFW�RQ� WKH� UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\��0HDQZKLOH��NQRZOHGJH�VKDULQJ�KDG�GLUHFW�QHJDWLYH� LPSDFW�RQ�

WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\�EXW�NQRZOHGJH�VKDULQJ�KDG� LQGLUHFW�SRVLWLYH�HcHFW� WKURXJK�WKH�UHVHDUFK�

FRPSHWHQFH�RQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\��5HVHDUFK�FRPSHWHQFH�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�HcHFW�RQ�

the research productivity.

We do hope you all enjoy reading the articles.
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$QDOLVD�-RXUQDO�RI�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�DQG�5HOLJLRQ�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�SHRSOH�WKDW�KDYH�VXSSRUWHG�

WKLV� SXEOLFDWLRQ�� $QDOLVD� VLQFHUHO\� WKDQN� WR� DOO� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� HGLWRULDO� ERDUGV� IRU� WKHLU� VXSSRUW� DQG�

WKHLU�ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� UHYLHZ�DUWLFOHV� IRU� WKLV�YROXPH��$QDOLVD�DOVR�H[SUHVVHV�PDQ\� WKDQNV� WR� ODQJXDJH�

advisor, editors, assistant to editors as well as all parties involved in the process of this publication. 

)XUWKHUPRUH��$QDOLVD�ZRXOG�DOVR�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�DXWKRUV�ZKR�KDYH�VXEPLWWHG�WKHLU�DUWLFOHV�WR�

$QDOLVD��VR�WKDW�WKLV�YROXPH�LV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�SXEOLVKHG��6SHFLDO�WKDQNV�JR�RXW�WR�3URI��.RHVZLQDUQR��WKH�

GLUHFWRU�RI� WKH�2dFH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�0LQLVWU\�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$cDLUV��ZKR�KDV�

provided encouragement and paid attention to the team management of the journal so that the journal 

can be published right on schedule.

The Analisa Journal hopes that we would continue our cooperation for the next editions. 

� � � 6HPDUDQJ��-XO\�����

� � � (GLWRU�LQ�&KLHI
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Moral or character education has been playing an important role in educating children, 

teenagers, and younger people noble values of Japanese cultures. This research is based 

on two research questions: how the practice of moral education in Japanese schools is 

and how the model for improving character education in Indonesian schools is. This is 

D�TXDOLWDWLYH�¿HOG� UHVHDUFK�ZLWK�SKHQRPHQRORJLFDO� DSSURDFK�� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�GDWD�ZHUH�

collected in Japanese schools by using observation, indepth interview, and documentary. 

The data were analysed descriptively and continuously. The Japanese government gave 

one hour  lesson for moral education in a week.  With the moral education, Japanese 

younger generation is expected to be able to adapt to the social environment and have 

WKH�DELOLW\� WR� WKLQN�� WR�PDNH� HcHFWLYH�GHFLVLRQV�DQG� WR�DFW� LQGHSHQGHQWO\�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��

they are also expected to have  ability to identify issues they face, and be able to interact 

with others in international relations and play an important role in international world 

as well. Japanese moral education has been using the interactive and communicative 

approach, promoting moral discovery by learners themselves, avoiding the application 

RI�LQGRFWULQDWLRQ�DSSURDFK��DQG�QR�WHVW�RU��¿QDO�H[DP���IRU�HYHU\�FRXUVH�RI�VWXG\�LQ�PRUDO�

education (zero test).  In addition the most important thing is that moral education 

in Japan  applied an  integrated and connected approach among  three centers of 

education: school,  family, and  community.  All of three educational environments have 

very important role  as laboratory of  moral or character education.

Keywords: Moral education, character education,  school culture.
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MORAL EDUCATION IN JAPANESE SCHOOLS
A MODEL FOR IMPROVING CHARACTER EDUCATION IN INDONESIA 

MAHFUD JUNAEDI1 AND FATAH SYUKUR2

INTRODUCTION

&KDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ� IRU�D�QDWLRQ� LV� � FUXFLDO���

because  a nation will be able to maintain its 

identities. The varieties of values may collide 

with the values that are exist. Such character 

could be uprooted and even abandoned by the 

FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXWK�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ��WKH\�WKLQN�WKDW�

the old values of the nation are neither up to date 

QRU�UHOHYDQW�DQ\�PRUH��7KH\�¿QG�QHZ�YDOXHV�DUH�

learned, more suited to this era. Thus, character 

HGXFDWLRQ�� DLPHG� DW� WKH� LQFXOFDWLRQ� RI� VSHFL¿F�

YLUWXHV��GHSHQGV�KHDYLO\�RQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�

GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�H[HPSODUV��1RGGLQJV�������������

7KH� ¿UVW� SUHVLGHQW� RI� WKH� 5HSXEOLF� RI�

,QGRQHVLD�� 6XNDUQR�� � DVVHUWHG� WKDW� � ,QGRQHVLD�

must be built on priority to the development 

of character or character building, for the 

GHYHORSPHQW� RI� � FKDUDFWHU� ZLOO� PDNH� ,QGRQHVLD�

into a great nation, developed and prosperous, and 

GLJQL¿HG� �6DPDQL�� ������ ������7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�

of children character is done through educational 

institutions in a systematic and massive, ranging 

primary school  untill university level. Therefore, 

character education is a serious attempt, planned 

systematically in instilling noble values   at the 

core of the character of a nation, so that people 

of a nation will not lose their identity. Suppose 

the value of cooperation and mutual help to each 

other, is one of the values   that have been long 

H[LVWHG� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� DORQJ�ZLWK� WKH� WLPHV�� WKLV�

value is deemed no longer necessary, because it 

LV� LQÀXHQFHG�E\� WKH� LQFOXVLRQ�RI� WKH�YDOXHV�   that 
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uphold personalism and egoism, such as  the 

value of cooperation and mutual help, in this case 

must be constantly inculcated among the younger 

generations, children and adolescents.

,W�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�,QGRQHVLDQ���WR�OHDUQ��

another nation, for example Japan, how Japanese 

people cultivate and educate characters to children 

and adolescents, especially in educating  values 

that characterize the Japanese people. Therefore 

WKH\� DUH� YHU\� ZHOO�NQRZQ� DV� D� YHU\� KLJKO\�

developed nation in science and technology, 

and very rapidly in the economic and industrial 

DGYDQFHPHQW�� �-DSDQ�� LV�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�D�KLJKO\�

advanced state with  unique identity. Japan, and 

the Japanese, in terms of the nature and character, 

LV�NQRZQ�DV�D�QDWLRQ�WKDW�XSKROGV�WKH�FXOWXUH�DQG�

WUDGLWLRQV���FXVWRPV��VR�WKH\�KDYH�D�FOHDU�LGHQWLW\��

which distinguishes them with other people or 

other nations. Foreigners are very familiar with 

the Japanese not only the advancement of science 

and technology but also its civilization. Even 

WKHUH�DUH�WHQ�VSHFLDO�FKDUDFWHUV�IRU�-DSDQHVHV��LH��

SROLWH��SXQFWXDO�� NLQG��KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�� UHVSHFWIXO��

VK\��LQWHOOLJHQW��VPDUW���JURXSLQJ�RU�FROOHFWLYLVP��

formal,  clean, honest and serious.  The nature 

and character of the Japanese people, rooted 

in traditional values were a major source of 

-DSDQHVH� FXOWXUH�� WUDGLWLRQDO� -DSDQHVH� YDOXHV�

revolve araound pride, honor, discipline, hard 

ZRUN��VHOI�VDFUL¿FH��OR\DOW\�DQG�PRGHVW\��/R\DOW\��

REOLJDWLRQ�VHOI�VDFUL¿FH�DQG�PRQR�QR�DZDUH��³WKH�

awareness of the transcience of life and things, 

DQG� WKH� JHQWOH� VDGQHVV� DW� WKHLU� SDVVLQJ´�� ZLWK�

an element of supernatural or major themes of 

Japanese literature and theater.

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 7KRPDV� /LFNRQD� ������� �����

there are several reasons why the school must 

commit to perform character education for 

children, teenagers and younger generation. 

7KH\� DUH�� ��� WKHUH� LV� D� FOHDU� DQG� XUJHQW� QHHG��

namely young people more often ruin themselves 

and others, and the more it does not matter to 

contribute to the welfare of their fellow human 

EHLQJV�� ��� &RPPXQLFDWLQJ� WKH� YDOXH� LV� DOZD\V�

the duty of civilization. A society needs values   

HGXFDWLRQ� WR� VXUYLYH� DQG� ÀRXULVK�� ��� 7KH� UROH�

of the school as a moral educator becomes 

increasingly vital at a time when millions of 

children get little moral teachings of their parents 

DQG� ZKHQ� WKH� LQÀXHQFH� RI� SODFHV� RI� ZRUVKLS�

at the center value is not present in their lives. 

��� 'HPRFUDF\� LV� YHU\� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� PRUDO�

education, because democracy is government of, 

E\�DQG�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�����QR�YDOXH�IUHH�HGXFDWLRQ���

DQG� ��� PRUDO� TXHVWLRQV� LV� D� ELJ� TXHVWLRQ� WKDW�

must be faced by humanbeing both individuals 

and citizens. Whatever, the school, according 

to Everett K Wilson, that has a very important 

function and very special to create a new creature 

is formed according to the needs of society, and 

WKH�VFKRRO�EHFDPH�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQDO�EDFNJURXQG�

IRU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� DGROHVFHQWV� �'XUNKHLP�� ������

[LLL���(GXFDWLRQ�� LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�V\VWHP��SURYHG�WR�

have a very important contribution in building 

WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�D�QDWLRQ��DQG�QDWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�

EXLOGLQJ��� 7KHUHIRUH�� FKDUDFWHU� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� D�

necessity for any nation, anywhere, and anytime.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study is a qualitative research using 

phenomenological approach. This research is 

EDVHG� RQ� � WZR� UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�� �+RZ� � LV� WKH�

practice of moral education in Japanese schools? 

and how is the model for improving character 

HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� VFKRROV"� 5HVHDUFKHUV�

observed intensely all the phenomena, 

that manifested in the behavior of the local 

wisdom-based character education, and then 

WKH� UHVHDUFKHUV� PDGH� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� WR� ¿QG�

the meaning of behavior that the researchers 

REVHUYHG��,Q�WKLV�VWXG\��UHVHDUFKHUV�GRLQJ�epoche, 

in order to avoid bias in capturing meanings.

This study was conducted for one month,  

6HSWHPEHU�2FWREHU�� ����� DQG� ZDV� FDUULHG� RXW�

at 4 schools in Japan. Japan was chosen because 

WKLV� FRXQWU\� LV� NQRZQ� DV� SRVW� LQGXVWULDO� DQG�

developed and characterized country. Since 

the schooling system is regarded as “one of 

the dominant contributing factors to Japan’s 

HFRQRPLF�VXFFHVV´��PDQ\�UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�WDNHQ�

an interest in Japanese education, too. Japanese 

education was selected as a research topic for the 
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following reasons. First, as an advanced country 

Japan has managed to provide a high level of 

schooling for its citizens, which has been proven 

by its pupils’ high scores in international ability 

tests. Second, despite its material prosperity 

DQG� UHPDUNDEOH� DFDGHPLF� DFKLHYHPHQWV�� -DSDQ��

OLNH� VR� PDQ\� RWKHU� FRXQWULHV�� KDV� HQFRXQWHUHG�

YDULRXV� HGXFDWLRQDO� SUREOHPV�� EXW� XQOLNH�PDQ\�

RWKHUV��LW�KDV�PDGH�HcRUWV�WR�UHLQIRUFH�LWV�PRUDO�

education. Third, as a representative of the Asian 

cultural context, Japan provides a valuable source 

of cross-cultural information for Western readers 

WR� XVH� LQ� UHÀHFWLQJ� RQ� WKHLU� RZQ� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG�

values.

The main instrument of this research is 

researchers themeselves, with the help of electronic 

recording equipment for recording the interviews 

and photo cameras to document the results of 

observation.The focus of this research is the study 

RI� WKH� VRFLRORJLFDO� DQG� KLVWRULFDO� EDFNJURXQG� LQ�

the Japanese character education and character 

education practices based on local wisdom in the 

primary school in Japan.

,Q� RUGHU� WR� FROOHFW� WKH� GDWD�� WKH� UHVHDUFKHUV�

used observation, interview, and documentation. 

Observation used was a non-participant 

observation, where researchers studied the the 

students’ behaviour when they were at schools 

�6X\DNX� 3ULPDU\� 6FKRRO� LQ� .\RWR�� $¿OLDWHG�

Lower and Upper Secondary School in Nagoya, 

6XQDGDEDVKL� 3ULPDU\� 6FKRRO� LQ� �1DJR\D���:KLOH�

interviewing techniques applied in research is 

in-depth interview. This technique was used for 

interviewing informants and participants in this 

VWXG\� �1LVKLQR� 6HWVXR�� 0LWVXJL� 1DNDJDZD�� 2ND�

-LPD��,LP�)XMLNDZD��DQG�<RVXNH�)XMLZDUD���:KLOH 

the data analysis in this study is a deep descriptive 

analysis, and performed continuously either when 

WKH� UHVHUDFKHUV� ZHUH� VWLOO� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� UHVHDUFK�

¿HOG�RU�DIWHU��7KH�DQDO\VLV�ZDV�GRQH�E\�PDQDJLQJ��

sorting, classifying, coding and categorizing data. 

$IWHU�WKDW��WKH�UHVHDUFKHUV�ORRNHG�IRU�VRPH�WKHPHV�

that can be used as the focus of research which 

were then observed and deepened through the 

QH[W�LQWHUYLHZ��,Q�WKLV�DQDO\VLV��WKH�WDON�ZDV�GDWD��

and the researchers did not intervene.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Socio-Cultural Background

Japan is a cresent–shaped island country 

lying from north to south in Far east Asia and has 

four seasons. Japan consists of approximately 

������ LVODQGV� ZLWK� IRXU� PDLQ� LVODQGV� �+RQGX��

+RNNDLGR��.\XV\X��6KLNRNX��DQG�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�

��� SUHIHFWXUHV� ZKLFK� DUH� VXEGLYLGHG� LQWR� FLWLHV�

and villages.

Traditionally, agriculture has been a main 

industry of Japanese people, so thet they have 

relied on a rice corp, and have created their 

W\SLFDO�FRRSHUDWLYH�ZRUNLQJ�V\VWHP�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�

called yui and food culture characterized by rice. 

+RZHYHU��WRGD\��-DSDQ�LV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�DV�D�FRXQWU\�

with advancement of science and technology, 

and high manufacturing engineering industry, 

HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� DXWRPRELOH�� PDFKLQH�

– electronic- robotic and aviation industry, 

and no days without innovation or discovery in 

technology as well.

Ethnically, Most of the Japanese are Asian 

Mongoloid. Japan is almost a monoracial 

FRXQWU\�� DQG� IRUPV� D� UHPDUNDEOH� FRQWUDVW� ZLWK�

other multy racial countries. Linguistically, the 

Japanese language is used as national language, 

and used in all educational institutions including 

schools and universities. Religiously, the majority 

of Japanese are Budhists. As Japanese are quite 

WROHUDQW�� WKH\� KDYH� DOPRVW� QR� FRQÀLFW� FDXVHG�

E\� WKH� GLcHUHQFH� RI� UHOLJLRQ� RU� VHFW�� 7KH� DERYH�

PHQWLRQHG� QDWXUDO� DQG� FXOXWXUDO� EDFNJURXQGV�

KDYH�DcHFWHG�QDWLRQDO�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RU�EHKDYLRU�

pattern of Japanese people. Socially, there is 

no severe disparity in wealth among Japanese 

people, and recent studies show that most of them 

feel that they are in the midle class. Educationally, 

compulsory education of nine years is provided 

IRU� FKLOGUHQ� IURP���±� ���� DQG� DOO� RI� FKLOGUHQ� RI�

that age go to school. Almost of lower secondary 

school graduates go to upper secondary school, 

and majority, upper secondary school graduates 

go to university or junior college. 

Japan is a homegeneous society with a very 

elaborate political and social structure. And also 
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Japan is a democratic society with a high rate of 

social mobility, with school tend to encourage co-

operation, social harmony and a common culture. 

Japan is a member of the developed countries 

ZKLFK�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�*URXS�RI�6HYHQ��*�����

QDPHO\�&DQDGD��)UDQFH��*HUPDQ\��,WDO\��$PHULFD��

Japan, and the United Kingdom. Based on the 

UHSRUW�RI�WKH�+XPDQ�'HYHORSPHQW�,QGH[�LQ�������

-DSDQ�UDQNHG���WK�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�

the level of welfare of the Japanese people are very 

JRRG��YHU\�KLJK�KXPDQ�GHYHORSPHQW��LQ�D�JOREDO�

scale. The UNDP report  noted that per capita 

income of the Japanese population, the average 

SHU� \HDU� DPRXQWHG� WR� ������� 86� GROODUV�� ZKLOH�

WKH�DYHUDJH�WLPH���PLOHDJH�VFKRRO�\HDU�ZDV������

years. Thus, both economically and educationally 

Japan is at the top level.

&XOWXUDOO\�� RUGLQDU\� FLWL]HQV� RI� -DSDQ� DGRSW�

much more informal, vulgar, unassuming, 

ostentatious, and down-to-earth cultural 

VW\OHV�� ,Q� FRQWUDVW� WR� WKH� RUJDQL]HG� VXEFXOWXUH�

of companies and schools, Japan’s city life 

abounds with hedonism, intemperance, and 

over indulgence. The Japanese also enjoy 

various forms of traditional grassroots culture, 

ranging from colorful agrarian festivals to 

ORFDO� IRON� GDQFHV�� )XUWKHU�� -DSDQ� KDV� D� UDQJH�

of counter-cultural groups even though their 

public visibility may be limited. Whilst Japan’s 

popular culture is multi various, it represents 

the ways of life the common people enjoy and 

share. The popular culture devided into three 

FDWHJRULHV��PDVV�FXOWXUH��ZKLFK�KDV�VSUHDG�ZLWK�

WKH� H[SDQVLRQ� RI� WKH� FRQVXPHU� PDUNHW� DQG�

WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� PDVV� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� IRON�

culture, which has been based upon conventions, 

mores, and customs of the indigenous tradition; 

and alternative culture, which a small number 

of ordinary citizens generate spontaneously as 

counterculture challenging the cultural status 

TXR��6XJLPRWR�������������

The identity of Japanese sosiety and culture 

DUH�EDVHG�RQ� WUDGLWLRQ�RI�EXVKLGR��1LWREH� ,QD]R�

pointed out eight codes of conduct of samurai, 

QDPHO\� DUH�� ��� Righteousness �gi�� UHFWLWXGH� RU�

-XVWLFH�� ��� &RXUDJH� �\z��� WKDW� LV� GRLQJ� ZKDW� LV�

right, 3. Benevolence� �jin��� ORYH�� PDJQDQLPLW\��

DcHFWLRQ� IRU� RWKHUV�� V\PSDWK\� DQG� SLW\�� DV�

the highest requirement of a ruler of men, 4. 

Respect� �rei��� FRXUWHV\� DQG� JRRG� PDQQHUV�� ���

Sincerity� �makoto��� � HQFRXUDJHG� WKULIW�� QRW� IRU�

economical reasons so much as for the exercise 

RI� DEVWLQHQFH�� ���Honour� �meiyo��� WKH� VHQVH� RI�

honor, a vivid consciousness of personal dignity 

DQG�ZRUWK�����Loyalty��FKzJL���DQG����6HOI�&RQWURO 

�jisei�� �7KH� %XVKLGR� &RGH�� ������� 7KH� HLJKW�

ZLVGRP�RI�%XVKLGR�LV�WKH�VRXO�RU�VSLULW�RI�-DSDQ��,W�

has been the foundation of behavioral habituation 

and awareness of the entire of Japanese society 

and culture.

,Q�HGXFDWLRQ��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�FKLOGUHQ�UHFHLYH�

primary and secondary education services. 

Government of Japan requires every citizen to 

obtain a minimum of nine years of basic education, 

which means they have to learn a minimum of 

XS� WR� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRRO� �&KXJDNNR��� DQG� DIWHU�

completing primary education, majority of them 

ZHQW�WR�KLJK�VFKRRO��Koto-gakko���7KH�-DSDQHVH�

school enrollment rate is among the highest in 

the world. The enrollment rate in the nine years 

FRPSXOVRU\� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� ������ DQG� WKDW� RI� WKH�

XSSHU� VHFRQGDU\� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� RYHU� ��� ���0RUH�

WKDQ������RI�XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWHV�

proceeds to universities, junior colleges, or 

special training schools. Because of the high 

enrollment rate, however, the name of the school 

and university which one graduated from became 

important in deciding one’s future, and the life of 

a child has become school centered while family 

and community play less an important role in 

SURYLGLQJ� HGXFDWLRQ� WR� WKH� FKLOG� �7DNDNXUD��

0XUDWD�� ������ ����� 7KH� -DSDQHVH� VWXGHQWV�� DV�

UHSRUWHG� E\� WKH� 2(&'� 3,6$�� KDYH� H[FHOOHG� LQ�

WKH�¿HOG� RI� 6FLHQFH� DQG�0DWKHPDWLFV� DQG�KDV� D�

KLJK� LQWHUHVW�� DQG�ZDV� UDQNHG�¿IWK� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG�

LQ�������7KH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�-DSDQ¶V�VWXGHQWV�LQ�

mathematics and science compared with those in 

WKH�RWKHU�2(&'�FRXQWULHV� LV� LPSUHVVLYH��DQG� LWV�

FRPSDUDWLYH� SHUIRUPDQFH� RQ� WKH� 3,6$� UHDGLQJ�
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VXUYH\��WKRXJK�QRW� LQ�WKH�YHU\�WRS�UDQNV�� LV�DOVR�

impressive. There is nothing new about this 

consistently good performance; Japan has placed 

DW� RU� QHDU� WKH� WRS� RI� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� UDQNLQJV�

on all such surveys since they began. Japanese 

school children consistently achieve impressive 

UHVXOWV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUNLQJ�WHVWV�VXFK�

DV�WKH�2(&'�3URJUDP�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6WXGHQW�

Assessment �3,6$���ZKLFK�LV�WHVWLPRQ\�WR�D�KLJK�

VFKRRO� V\VWHP� WKDW� HQUROOV� RYHU� ��� SHUFHQW� RI�

junior school students and graduates close to all 

RI�WKHP��,Q�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��E\�FRPSDULVRQ�����

percent of junior high school students go on to 

KLJK�VFKRRO��IURP�ZKHUH�RQO\����SHUFHQW�JUDGXDWH�

within four years. 

At the high school level, the government 

actually prepare the Japanese youth to become 

scientists or professionals. And then at the 

XQLYHUVLW\�OHYHO��WKHUH�DUH�DW�OHDVW�����XQLYHUVLWLHV��

,Q� WKH� XQLYHUVLWLHV� WKH� \RXWK� OHDUQ� DQG� GHHSHQ�

the basic sciences and applied technology, to 

GHYHORS� VFLHQFH�� WHFKQRORJ\� DQG� LQGXVWU\� �KLJK�

WHFKQRORJ\� DQG� LQGXVWU\�� LQ� YDULRXV� ¿HOGV�� WR�

WKH�WULXPSK�RI�-DSDQ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�VFLHQFH�DQG�

technology. Education plays an important role in 

the development of human resources in Japan. 

Moreover, Japan has tried so far to absorb the 

advanced science and technology, social system 

DQG� HGXFDWLRQDO� DQG� FXOWXUDO� NQRZOHGJH� IURP�

European and American countries since the 

beginning of the modern period. Therefore, 

WRGD\�LQ�-DSDQ�PDQ\�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�SHRSOH�KDYH�

recognized, and Japan has become an information 

providing nation.

,Q� WKH� DVSHFW� RI� FXOWXUH�� -DSDQ� WRGD\�� LV� D�

V\QWKHVLV� RI� &RQIXFLDQLVP�� %XGGKLVP�� 6KLQWR�

and Western civilization, especially America, or 

between Japanese traditionalism and American 

modernism. The major philosophical traditions 

WR� LQÀXHQFH� -DSDQ� IURP� DEURDG� KDYH� EHHQ�

&RQIXFLDQLVP��%XGGKLVP��QHR�&RQIXFLDQLVP�DQG�

Western philosophy. Taoism also had an impact, 

but more in the areas of alchemy, prognostication 

DQG�IRON�PHGLFLQH� WKDQ� LQ�SKLORVRSK\��$OWKRXJK�

these traditions often overlapped, each also had 

GLVWLQFWLYH�LQÀXHQFHV��.DVXOLV��������

,Q� WKH� HUD� RI� JOREDOL]DWLRQ�� WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ�

dynamic in all aspects of life in contemporary 

Japanese society. Robust local tradition, the 

FRUH�LQ�&RQIXFLDQLVP��%XGGKLVP�-DSDQ���6KLQWR��

interact with Western civilization, particularly 

the United States has established a culture of 

Japan’s dynamic and unique at the same time. 

-DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\�� KDV� EHHQ� VKRZQ� WR� PDNH� WKH�

traditional values   as a basis for developing models 

of contemporary life. This means that Japan has a 

tradition of durability and simultaneously strong 

adaptability when confronted or faced with the 

wave of globalization. This indicates that there has 

been a dynamic struggle between the elements of 

the local and global elements, or in other words, 

there has been a so-called glocalisation, along 

with it has occurred within the community, 

globalisation and Japanese  culture. Therefore, 

-DSDQ�LV�NQRZQ�DV�D�QDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�YHU\�DGYDQFHG�

LQ� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� VFLHQFH� DQG� WHFKQRORJ\� EXW� VWLOO�

manages to maintain its cultural identity.

The Japanese School Culture

School culture as an integral part of character 

�PRUDO�� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� -DSDQ�� 6FKRRO� FXOWXUH� KDV�

important role in cultivating and habituating 

as well as developing students’ characters or 

identities. Katherine Woodward state that 

´LGHQWLWLHV� DUH� SURGXFHG�� FRQVXPHG� DQG�

regulated within culture - creating meanings 

through symbolic systems of representation 

DERXW� WKH� LGHQWLW\� SRVLWLRQV� �:RRGZDUG�� HG���

������ ���� �0RUDO�HGXFDWLRQ� LQ�-DSDQHVH�VFKRROV�

can’t be separated from school culture or school 

life in general. School culture manifests itself in 

customs, rituals, symbols, stories, and language, 

WKH�³DUWHIDFWV´�RI�FXOWXUH���6WROO��������������,W� LV�

the commonly held beliefs of teachers, students, 

DQG�SULQFLSDOV�WKDW�JXLGH�WKHLU�DFWLRQV��6WROS�DQG�

6PLWK��������������:LOODUG�:DOOHU��DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�

sociologist, argued that every school has a culture 

RI�LWV�RZQ��ZLWK�D�VHW�RI�ULWXDOV�DQG�IRONZD\V�DQG�D�

moral code that shapes behavior and relationships 

�3HWHUVRQ��DQG�'HDO������������

,Q� -DSDQ�� VFKRRO� GDLO\� DFWLYLWLHV� VWDUW� DW�

����� LQ� WKH�PRUQLQJ� DQG� ¿QLVK� DW� ����� SP� IRU�
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HOHPHQWDU\� VFKRROV�� DW� ����� SP�� IRU� VHFRQGDU\�

VFKRROV��ZLWK� ¿YH� VFKRRO� GD\V��0RQGD\� WKURXJK�

to Friday. Generally, children of elementary 

DQG� ORZHU� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRROV� PHHW� WR� ZDON� WR�

school together in neighborhood groups led 

E\� WKH� �WK� JUDGH� FKLOGUHQ�� &ODVVURRP� DFWLYLWLHV�

EHJLQ� DW� ����� D�P�� ZLWK� D� ��� PLQXWHV� PRUQLQJ�

class meeting, which is led by student monitors. 

Students are organized in small, mixed ability 

JURXSV�FDOOHG�KDQ��7KHVH�JURXSV�RI�����VWXGHQWV�

DUH� FRRSHUDWLYH� VWXG\� DQG�ZRUN� XQLWV�� 7HDFKHUV�

IUHTXHQWO\� DVN� WKH� FODVV� WR� GLYLGH� LQWR� KDQ� WR�

ZRUN� RQ� VSHFL¿F� DVVLJQPHQWV� DQG� KDYH� WKHP�

report the results to the class. The han is also the 

primary unit for discipline, chores, and various 

classroom activities. Then two class periods are 

IROORZHG� E\� D� ���PLQXWH� UHFHVV� DQG� WZR� PRUH�

FODVV�SHULRGV��,Q�PRVW�ORZHU�DQG�XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�

VFKRROV�� DW������S�P��� VWXGHQWV� VFDWWHU� WR� VFKRRO�

RUJDQL]HG�FOXEV��SULYDWH� OHVVRQV��RU�KRPHZRUNV��

&OXE�DFWLYLWLHV� LQFOXGH�VSRUWV��PXVLF��DQG�FUDIWV��

After two periods of afternoon classes, the day 

HQGV�ZLWK�D� ���PLQXWH� FODVV�PHHWLQJ��)ROORZLQJ�

WKLV�� VWXGHQWV� SDFN� WKHLU� WH[WERRNV�� QRWHERRNV��

DQG�RWKHU�PDWHULDOV�LQWR�WKHLU�EDFNSDFNV�WR�FDUU\�

KRPH��1R�ERRNV�RU�QRWHERRNV�DUH�OHIW�LQ�VWXGHQWV¶�

GHVNV��

The use of han and monitors, teachers delegate 

much responsibility for classroom management 

and discipline to the students themselves. Through 

frequent rotation of roles and responsibilities, 

all students have the opportunity to gain 

OHDGHUVKLS� H[SHULHQFH� DQG� GHYHORS� ¿UVW�KDQG�

understanding of the importance of cooperation 

DQG� PXWXDO� HcRUW� LQ� DFKLHYLQJ� D� VPRRWKO\� UXQ�

classroom. Student monitors are an important 

part of Japanese classroom management. Each 

GD\� RU� WZR�� D� GLcHUHQW� SDLU� RI� VWXGHQWV� LV� LQ�

charge of calling the class to order, assisting the 

WHDFKHU�LQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�WDVNV��DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�

classroom discipline. The monitor role is rotated 

frequently so that every student in the class has 

the opportunity to serve in this capacity.

,Q�IDFW��WKH�GDLO\�OLIH�RI�WKH�VFKRRO��KRZHYHU��

is usually directed by the principal. Ninety-seven 

percent of elementary school principals are men, 

DQG�PRVW�DUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����DQG�����7KH�

KHDG�WHDFKHU�LV�WKRURXJKO\�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�DERXW�

the entire school and its activities. He manages 

the implementation of policy in regular school 

activities, special projects, and other programs 

of the school. His main responsibilities are 

administrative. He teaches only about 3 hours 

SHU� ZHHN�� +HDG� WHDFKHUV� JHW� SDLG� YHU\� OLWWOH�

extra; the short term reward is in the honor 

and respect of one’s peers. Longer term, head 

teacher experience is an important part of the 

career path to a possible principalship. Each 

class is headed by a single teacher who, with 

rare exceptions, is responsible for all subjects. 

7HDFKHUV�DYHUDJH�������KRXUV�SHU�ZHHN�LQ�GLUHFW�

teaching activities. They also spend considerable 

WLPH�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�SODQQLQJ�WRJHWKHU�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�

FODVVURRPV��7HDFKHUV�WHDFK�D�GLcHUHQW�JUDGH�OHYHO�

each year, thus gaining broad experience with the 

FXUULFXOXP�DQG�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�DOO�VL[�JUDGHV��,W�

is common for a given teacher to teach the same 

JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�IRU���\HDUV�LQ�D�URZ��7DOHQWHG�

and experienced teachers are more frequently 

DVVLJQHG� WR� WKH� �VW� JUDGH� EHFDXVH� WKDW� VWDJH� LV�

considered critical in establishing children’s 

attitudes and learning habits for the rest of 

WKHLU� VFKRRO� OLYHV�� $SSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� SHUFHQW� RI�

elementary school teachers are women. Two-

WKLUGV�RI�DOO�WHDFKHUV�DUH�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�����0RUH�

WKDQ� RQH�KDOI� �DERXW� ��� SHUFHQW�� RI� WKH� IDFXOW\�

have 4-year degrees, and approximately one-third 

have graduated from a junior college. Fewer than 

��SHUFHQW�RI� WKH� WHDFKHUV�KDYH�JUDGXDWH�GHJUHHV�

�,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�1LVKLQR��2FW������������

,Q� -DSDQHVH� VWXGHQWV¶� FXOWXUH�� DOPRVW� DOO�

lower and upper secondary schools require 

their students to wear school uniforms. While 

some schools have their own attire, traditional 

Japanese school uniform consists of a military 

VW\OH� IRU� ER\V� DQG� D� VDLORU� RXW¿W� IRU� JLUOV�� 7KH�

uniform policy is intended to remove social 

barriers among students and get them into 

D� ZRUNLQJ� PRRG�� %HVLGHV�� ZHDULQJ� VFKRRO�

uniform helps to promote a sense of community 

among the children. Japanese school uniforms 

are common in many public and private schools 
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across the country. By wearing the same clother 

as their classmates, Japanese students feel less 

social barriers among students than students in 

countries without uniforms. And the European-

VW\OH�QDY\�LQÀXHQFHG�XQLIRUPV�DOVR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�

JHW� LQ� WKH�ZRUNLQJ� VSLULW�� %XW� VFKRRO� XQLIRUP� LV�

not obligation in public elemantary schools.

,Q�WHDFKLQJ�KRXUV�SHU�ZHHN��-DSDQ�LV�RQ�SDU�

with the average for industrialized countries. 

Japanese students, however, tend to stay in 

school after school hours to participate in extra-

curricular activities or to play sports or games 

with their classmates, and some do not leave until 

WKH�HYHQLQJ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�

TXLWH�D�ELW�RI�KRPHZRUN�WR�GR��7KH�PDMRULW\�HQJDJH�

LQ�YDULRXV�NLQGV�RI�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�OHDUQLQJ�DFWLYLW\�

VXFK� DV� SULYDWH� ³FUDP� VFKRROV´� �-XNX��� SULYDWH�

tutoring, correspondence education, and private 

cultural lessons. They devote most of their spare 

time to preparation or review for their lessons at 

school. Schools often supervise the lives of their 

students out of school.

The Japanese education system does its 

best to ensure that the students eat healthy 

and balanced meals. Therefore, almost all 

elementary and lower secondary schools provide 

VFKRRO� OXQFK�� ,Q� SXEOLF� VFKRROV�� WKH� OXQFK� IRU�

VWXGHQWV� LV� FRRNHG� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� D� VWDQGDUGL]HG�

PHQX�GHYHORSHG�QRW�RQO\�E\�TXDOL¿HG� FKHIV�EXW�

also by health care professionals. Sometimes, 

traditional local specialties are also served as 

school lunch. An ordinary school lunch menu 

FRQVLVWV�RI� VWDSOH� IRRG� �EUHDG�� ULFH��RU�QRRGOHV���

PDLQ�GLVK�RU�VRXS��D�GULQN��PLON�RU�IDW�IUHH�PLON���

and dessert. School lunch menus are supervised 

by nutrition teachers, and all children are served 

with the same menu unless they have allergies 

RU� RWKHU� VSHFLDO� FRQGLWLRQV�� ,Q� VRPH� 6FKRROV��

lunches are either prepared at school lunch 

centers, where the lunches for several schools are 

all prepared together and delivered to each school 

E\� WUXFNV�� HWF��� RU� DW� VFKRRO� OXQFK� SUHSDUDWLRQ�

room attached to private schools. Usually, pupils 

DOWHUQDWHO\�WDNH�FKDUJH�RI�VHUYLQJ�PHDOV��,Q�PRVW�

cases, pupils eat their lunch in their classrooms, 

while some schools use spare classrooms as 

GLQLQJ�URRPV�ZKHUH�SXSLOV�IURP�GLcHUHQW�JUDGHV�

eat together. All classmates eat in their classroom 

together with the teacher. This helps build 

positive teacher-student relationships. School 

lunch is an integral part of school life as well as a 

SDUW�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��/XQFK�DW�������

S�P��LV�IROORZHG�E\�D�UHFHVV�ZKLFK�ODVWV������S�P�

After lunch and recess, the students spend 

DERXW� ��� PLQXWHV� FOHDQLQJ� DQG� VZHHSLQJ��

,Q� -DSDQHVH� VFKRROV�� VWXGHQWV� KDYH� WR� FOHDQ�

the classrooms, cafeterias, and even toilets all 

by themselves. When cleaning, students are 

GLYLGHG� LQWR� VPDOO� JURXSV� DQG� DVVLJQHG� WDVNV�

that rotate throughout the year. The Japanese 

education system believes that requiring students 

to clean up everything themselves teaches them 

WR�ZRUN� LQ�D� WHDP�DQG�KHOS�HDFK�RWKHU��%HVLGHV��

spending their own time  sweeping, mopping, 

DQG� ZLSLQJ�PDNHV� NLGV� UHVSHFW� WKHLU� RZQ� ZRUN�

DQG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�RWKHUV��7KH�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�GHHPHG�

important for character development.

Japanese students learn respect for their 

FXOWXUH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�DUW�OLNH�FDOOLJUDSK\�

and poetry. Japanese calligraphy, or shodo, is 

SUDFWLFHG�ZLWK�D�EUXVK�DQG�LQN�DQG�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�

OHDUQ� NDQML� WR� PDVWHU� LW�� )RU� -DSDQHVH� SHRSOH��

Shodo is an art which is as popular as traditional 

SDLQWLQJ�� +DLNX�� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� LV� D� IRUP�

of poetry that uses simple expressions to convey 

deep emotions to readers. Both classes teach 

children to respect their own culture and old 

traditions, and helps student to connect with the 

spirit of their national character.

At the end of upper secondary school, 

-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WR�WDNH�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�

exam that decides their future. The students can 

FKRRVH�RQH�FROOHJH�WKH\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�JR�WR��,I�WKH\�

could not meet the required score of the college, 

they probably don’t go to college. The competition 

LV� YHU\� KLJK� ²� RQO\� ���� RI� VFKRRO� JUDGXDWHV�

FRQWLQXH� WKHLU� HGXFDWLRQ� DIWHU� KLJK� VFKRROV�� ,W¶V�

no wonder that the period of preparation for 

entrance to higher education institutions is caled 

as ’examination hell.’

,Q�DQRWKHU�DVSHFW��-DSDQHVH�VFKRRO�EXLOGLQJV�
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are plain, but functional. Generally, they are three-

story, rectangular, concrete structures which are 

ODFN�RI�FHQWUDO�KHDWLQJ�RU�DLU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ��5RRP�

stoves are commonly used in cold weather. The 

ODFN� RI� GHFRUDWLRQ� DQG� IXUQLVKLQJV� LV� EHOLHYHG�

to help the students focus on learning and 

building character. Yet all schools have excellent 

educational facilities, including libraries, music 

rooms, art rooms, gymnasia, and playgrounds. 

6HYHQW\�¿YH� SHUFHQW� RI� SXEOLF� VFKRROV� KDYH�

swimming pools. Music rooms ordinarily include 

electric organs, pianos, xylophones, various 

SHUFXVVLRQ� LQVWUXPHQWV�� DQG�RIWHQ�D�EODFNERDUG�

suitable for teaching music reading. Science 

and art rooms are similarly well equipped. The 

SULQFLSDO¶V� RdFH� DQG� WHDFKHUV¶� URRP� DUH� RQ� WKH�

JURXQG�ÀRRU��7KH�GHVNV�LQ�WKH�WHDFKHUV¶�URRP�DUH�

arranged so that the teachers of a given grade sit 

IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK�GHVNV�WRXFKLQJ��:KHQ�WKH\�DUH�

QRW� LQ� WKHLU� FODVVURRPV�� WKH� WHDFKHUV� ZRUN� DQG�

relax in this face-to-face situation. This create a 

VLWXDWLRQ� WR�PDNH� WKHP�HDVLHU� WR� FRRSHUDWH� DQG�

coordinate with each teachers at the same grade.

Each of grade occupies a separate section or 

ÀRRU�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��ZLWK�HDFK�FODVV�DVVLJQHG�LWV�

RZQ�URRP��&ODVVURRPV�DUH�XQLIRUPO\�UHFWDQJXODU�

with windows on one side and a doorway on 

the other that opens to a hallway running the 

length of the building. The rooms are crowded 

ZLWK�GHVNV��'HFRUDWLRQV�DUH�XVXDOO\� OLPLWHG� WR�D�

GLVSOD\�RI�UHFHQW�SXSLO�DUWZRUN�RU�SHUKDSV�D�WDQN�

RI� JROG¿VK�� 'HVNV� DUH� W\SLFDOO\� DUUDQJHG� IDFLQJ�

WKH� EODFNERDUG�� 7KH� URZV� DUH� WZR� VHDWV� ZLGH�

and each pair of seats is usually occupied by a 

boy and a girl. Also, teachers may have students 

UHDUUDQJH�WKHLU�GHVNV�LQWR�D�8�VKDSH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�

FODVV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RU�LQWR�FOXVWHUV�RI�����GHVNV�IRU�

collaborative activity in small groups. Japanese 

classes are large according to American standards. 

The average class size was 34 students and the 

OHJDO�PD[LPXP�ZDV�����+HQFH����VWXGHQWV�PD\�

be assigned to a single class before two smaller 

FODVVHV� DUH� IRUPHG�� 0RQEXVKR� �0(;7�� LV� QRZ�

midway through a plan to reduce the maximum 

SHUPLWWHG�FODVV�VL]H�IURP����WR�����

Practice of Moral Education in 

Japanese School

Today, in Japan, youth problems are becoming 

increasingly complex due to expanding income gaps 

LQ�VRFLHW\��,W�VD\V�WKDW�MXYHQLOH�FULPH�FDQ�VWHP�IURP�

D� ODFN� RI� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK� IDPLO\� DQG� RWKHUV��

DQ�XQVWDEOH�HPSOR\PHQW�RXWORRN�DQG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�

GLdFXOWLHV�RI�SDUHQWV��,W�UHFRPPHQGV�WKDW�DSSURYHG�

WH[WERRNV� VKRXOG� EH� XVHG� IRU�PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ�

the classroom. According to the guidelines from 

WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��&XOWXUH��6SRUW��6FLHQFH�

DQG�7HFKQRORJ\� �0(;7��� WKDW�(OHPHQWDU\� VFKRRO�

DQG� -XQLRU� +LJK� VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV� IURP� ¿UVW� WR�

ninth grades will be taught the importance of life, 

WR� OLVWHQ�WR�RWKHUV�ZLWK�GLcHUHQW�RSLQLRQ� �V�� WR�EH�

fair, respect their country and learn about foreign 

FXOWXUHV��7HDFKHUV�ZLOO�EH�WDVNHG�ZLWK�HQFRXUDJLQJ�

VWXGHQWV� WR� WKLQN� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� MXVW�

giving their opinions. The government advocated 

more class discussions and interactive exchanges 

between students.

With the moral education, young generation 

expected will be able to respond the progress, and 

able to adapt to the social environment and have 

WKH� DELOLW\� WR� WKLQN��PDNH� HcHFWLYH� GHFLVLRQV� DQG�

act independently, and so  will have the ability to 

LGHQWLI\�LVVXHV�WKH\�IDFH��%ROWRQ�������������7RGD\�

commonly refers to character education as the 

“education of kokora´��kokoro kyoiku���ZKLFK�FDQ�

EH� WUDQVODWHG� DV� ³HGXFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� KHDUW´�� 7KLV� LV�

supposed to complete the Japanese notion of the 

³ZKROH�SHUVRQ´�HGXFDWLRQ���zenjin kyouiku���ZKHUH�

the aim is to educate one’s body, mind, and heart, 

i.e. physical, mental, and moral education. Kokoro 

Kyoiku is a term commonly used to describe a 

particular brand of education that focuses on 

children’s learning to become a man to behave 

FRPPHQGDEOH��YLUWXRXV��PRUDOO\�DQG�EHFRPH�ODZ�

abiding citizens, both nationally and internationally 

�%ROWRQ�����������

,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�SHULRG�EHIRUH�ORVLQJ�WKH�ZDU��

this time, kokoro kyoiku is a character education 

for children and adolescents which is widely opened 

DQG�JOREDO�RULHQWHG��,W�LV�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�

EDFNJURXQG�RI�-DSDQ�LWVHOI��3RVW�-DSDQ¶V�GHIHDW�LQ�



Moral Education in Japanese Schools: A Model for Improving Character Education in Indonesia

Mahfud Junaedi and Fatah Syukur

31

:RUOG�:DU����HGXFDWLRQ�ZDV�XQGHU�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�

:HVW� �86�DQG�*HUPDQ\���-DSDQ� WKHQ�DSSOLHG� WKH�

model of American and Germany education, while 

maintaining the basic values   or the spirit of Japan 

to build the civilization. Besides, kokoro kyoiku 

has become a compulsory curriculum of primary 

HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ORZHU�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV�VLQFH������

until today. Kokoro Kyoiku is reapplied, instead of 

Shuushin, after the Japanese government viewed 

the phenomenon of juvenile delinquency, violences, 

and crimes are more frequently done by teenagers. 

 The implementation of character education 

in Japanese schools can be seen from the practice 

of moral education, which can be devided into 

WKUHH� FDWHJRULHV�� QDPHO\�� ��� 0RUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ�

special class. The instructon in this class should 

be given in such a way to develop students’ ability 

to practice morality by maintaining close relations 

with moral education conducted in the class of each 

sucject and in special activities, and suplementing, 

intensifying, and integrating this moral education 

through systematic and developmental instruction, 

by enriching their moral sentiments, by enhancing 

VWXGHQW¶V� DELOLW\� WR� PDNH� PRUDO� MXGJHPHQW��

DQG� E\� VHHNLQJ� LPSURYHPHQWV� LQ� WKHLU� PRUDO�

oral attitudes and the willingness for practice. 

��� 0RUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� VSHFLDO� DFWLYLWLHV�� DLP� WR�

foster voluntary and independent abilities and life 

attitudes by deepening self awareness as a member 

of the group. Similarly, special activities cultivate 

PRUDO�WKLQNLQJ�DELOLW\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�YDULRXV�PRUDO�

SUREOHP� DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH� DELOLW\� WR� MXGJH�� ���0RUDO�

education in subject teaching, the course of study 

states educational objectives and content for each 

VXEMHFW��7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�DELOLWLHV�DQG�VNLOOV�LQ�

each subject is deeply related to various abilities 

DQG� VNLOOV� IRU� UHDOL]LQJ� HWKLFDO� SUDFWLFH� �%ROWRQ��

���������

The practice of moral education in Japanese 

schools can be analyzed through the implementation 

RI�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�RI�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ��&XUULFXOXP�

FDQ� EH� GH¿QHG� DV� ³WKH� WRWDO� HcRUW� RI� VFKRROV� WR�

LQÀXHQFH� OHDUQLQJ� ZKHWKHU� LQ� WKH� classroom, 

RQ� WKH� SOD\JURXQG� RU� RXW� RI� VFKRRO´� �6D\ORU� DQG�

$OH[DQGHU�������������0RUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�-DSDQ�LV�D�

part of the curriculum of Primary School and Lower 

6HFRQGDU\�6FKRRO��DQG�LV�WDXJKW�RQFH�D�ZHHN�ZLWK�

���KRXUV�RI�OHVVRQV�SHU�\HDU�LQ�HDFK�FODVV��JUDGH�,�WR�

,;���,W�LV�QRW�QRQ�VXEMHFW�DV�DV�-DSDQHVH�VXEMHFWV�RU�

PXVLF� �VXEMHFWV��� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� WKH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�WHDFKHUV�KDYH�WKH�ÀH[LELOLW\�LQ�SURFHVVLQJ�DQG�

conveying moral values   in the classroom. However, 

the moral education is interconected with each 

subject teaching and special activities at school.

The curriculum is a systematic plan used by 

the teacher both in the classroom and outside the 

classroom to develop the potential of learners. 

7KH�FXUULFXOXP�LV�VWUXFWXUHG�DORQJ�WKUHH�VWUDQGV��

NQRZOHGJH� �FRJQLWLYH� GRPDLQ���PRUDOLW\� �DIHFWLYH�

GRPDLQ��� DQG� ERG\� �SV\FKRPRWRULF� GRPDLQ���

&XUULFXOXP� XVXDOO\� LQFOXGHV� IRXU� FRPSRQHQWV��

QDPHO\� WKH� REMHFWLYHV�� PDWHULDOV� �FRQWHQWV���

strategies or teaching methods and evaluation. 

)LUVWO\��PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�-DSDQ�KDV�WKH�REMHFWLYH��

“to foster the morality in children as the foundation, 

by which they can realize a spirit of respect for 

human dignity and reverence for life in family, 

school, and community life, endeavor to create a 

unique culture and to develop democratic society 

and state, and to foster independent Japanese 

citizents, capable of contributing willingly to a 

SHDFHIXO� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VRFLHW\´� �7DNDNXUD� DQG�

0XUDWD���������������)URP�WKH�IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�

objective, it can be concluded that kokoro kyoiku is 

an attempt of Japanese government and the people 

to inculcate morality of individual  to students who 

aim to develop independence in Japanese children 

ZLWK�WKUHH�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��)LUVW��WKH�-DSDQHVH�

children should be able to realize the “respect for 

KXPDQ�GLJQLW\´�DQG�“UHYHUHQFH�IRU�OLIH´�LQ�YDULRXV�

situations of life. Second, Japanese children, both 

men and women should be able to create  “a unique 

FXOWXUH´� DQG� GHYHORSLQJ� D� GHPRFUDWLF� VRFLHW\�

and the state. Finally, third, children are able to 

contribute in creating a society which is peaceful 

international. The purpose of moral education is 

based on the formulation of national education 

JRDOV�RI�-DSDQ��QDPHO\��³(GXFDWLRQ�VKRXOG�DLP�IRU�

the full development of personality and strive to 

nurture the citizents, sound in mind and body, who 

are imbued with the qualities necessary for those 

who form a peaceful and democratic state and 
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VRFLHW\´� �7DNDNXUD� DQG� 0XUDWD�������� %HFDXVH��

PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� HcRUWV� WR� DFKLHYH�

national education goals.

7KH� DLP� VKRXOG� EH� WDNHQ� LQWR� DFFRXQW� ZKHQ�

planning all lesson content and school activities to 

enrich it through deeply integrated, structured and 

developmental supervision to additionally deepen 

WKLQNLQJ�RQ�DXWRQRPRXV�OLYLQJ�DQG�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�

of moral values to underpin application in real. 

The aim of the moral education, translated into 

PRUH� VSHFL¿F� REMHFWLYHV�� ERWK� DW� WKH� OHYHO� RI� WKH�

institution of school and grade level.  At the school 

level, goal of moral education is to teach and instill 

moral values   that include moral sentiments, moral 

judgment, moral attitudes, and the ability and 

willingness to practice values the overall value 

through educational activities in schools, and at the 

level of the class, moral education aims to intensify 

the values   of self-awareness, and to develop the 

ability of learners to practice the moral values   to 

maintain harmonious relationships with others. 

Furthermore, each teachers in every classroom set 

individual goals to be achieved by each learner for 

a certain period of time, such as individual goals 

IRU� HYHU\� RQH� ZHHN� RU� WZR� ZHHNV�� RU� LW� FRXOG� EH�

monthly depending on the level of complexity of 

the moral values   that will be practiced. So, students 

NQRZ�ZHOO� ZKDW� SXUSRVH� ZLOO� EH� DFKLHYHG� ZLWKLQ�

a certain time, teachers usually write it down on 

D�VKHHW�RI�SDSHU�DQG�VWLFN� LW� LQ� IURQW�RI� WKH�FODVV��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� WR�DFKLHYH� LQGLYLGXDO�JRDOV� WKDW�KDYH�

been established, teacher always communicate 

these ojectives to the parents, through a letter, so 

SDUHQWV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�

DFKLHYLQJ�WKHVH�REMHFWLYHV��,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�4RED�����

2FW��������

-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�XS�WR�WKH�DJH�RI����UHFHLYH�

RQH� VFKRRO� KRXU� ���� PLQXWHV� LQ� HOHPHQWDU\�� ���

PLQXWHV�LQ�MXQLRU�KLJK�VFKRROV��RI�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�

SHU� ZHHN�� 7HDFKHUV� FDQ� GUDZ� RQ� D� VHULHV� RI�

UHFRPPHQGHG� WH[WV� DQG� LQVWUXFWLRQ� ERRNV� DQG�

integrate these with practical stories and examples 

from the students own lives. Particularly at the 

elementary school stage, the emphasis is on 

HQFRXUDJLQJ� VWXGHQWV� WR� WKLQN� DERXW� KRZ� WKH\�

would respond to real-life moral decisions. Moral 

education in Japanese schools is divided into four 

major areas of study. These are self-awareness, 

relations with other people, relations with groups 

and with society and relations with nature and the 

universe.

Table 1:� &RQWHQW� RI� � 0RUDO� (GXFDWLRQ� ,Q� -DSDQHVH�

Schools 

Area of 

Moral

Awareness

.H\�&RQFHSW Target

Relating 

mainly to 

WKH�VHOI��6HOI�

$ZDUHQHVV��

0RGHUDWLRQ��&RXUDJH�

Freedom and Order, 

Love for Truth, 

Diligence,

Sincerity, Self-

,PSURYHPHQW��

autonomous living, self 

discipline, self control 

and strong will, pursuit 

of truth, creatifvity, 

ambition to improve one 

VHOI�VHOI�LPSURYHPHQW��

responsibility.

Students are 

independent, 

they do what 

they can do 

themselves, and 

live moderately

Relating 

mainly to 

Relationship 

with Other 

people

&RXUWHV\��7KDQNV�DQG�

Respect,

Friendship, Modesty, 

reliance and trust, 

mutual understanding, 

and accomodation.

Students 

understand and 

practice the 

importance of 

courtesy and 

communicate 

honestly with 

other people.

Relating 

mainly to 

relationship 

with 

Group and 

Society

Public Duty Justice, 

Group Participation 

Responsibility,

 Respect for Family, 

observance of laws and 

civic virtue, fairness 

justice and social justice, 

Respect for Teachers , 

&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�6RFLHW\��

Respect for Tradition 

and culture, Love 

of Nation, Respect 

IRU�2WKHU�&XOWXUHV��

enrichment of family 

life, participation, public 

spirit, labour, respect 

for other countries and 

peace. 

6WXGHQWV�NHHS�

promises, follow 

rules, and have 

a sense of public 

duty.
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Relating 

mainly to 

realtionship 

with Nature 

and sublime 

or

the universe

Respect and care for 

Nature, 

 Respect for Life,

Aesthetic Sensitivity, 

Nobility, to enjoy 

life more, awe and 

reverence for the 

sublime.

Students 

moved by the 

PDJQL¿FHQFH�

and wonder of 

nature, and feel 

the importance 

of nature and 

living things.

6RXUFH��0RFFXOORXJK������

%DVHG� RQ� WDEOH� ��� � WKH� FRQWHQW� RI� FKDUDFWHU�

�PRUDO�� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� -DSDQHVH� SULPDU\� VFKRROV�

consists of four types. First�� &RQWHQW� IRFXVLQJ�

RQ� RQHVHOI�� FRQVLVWV� RI� �� ���� JXLGLQJ� VWXGHQWV�

WR� VHHN� KLJKHU� JRDO� ZLWK� VWURQJ� DQG� FRQVWDQW�

ZLOO�� KRSH� DQG� FRXUDJH�� ���� JXLGLQJ� VWXGHQWV� WR�

PDNH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI� WKH� VSLULW� RI� LQGHSHQGHQFH��

WKLQN�DXWRQRPRXVO\��DQG�SUDFWLFH�RQH¶V� WKRXJKW�

VLQFHUHO\�ZLWK�WDNLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�UHVXOW�

RI�RQH¶V�DFW������JXLGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHÀHFW�LQ�RUGHU�

WR�LPSURYH�RQHVHOI�DQG�VHHN�D�IUXLWIXO�OLIHVW\OH�E\�

improving one’s individuality. Second�� &RQWHQW�

focusing relationship with other individuals, 

LQFOXGH� RI�� ���� JXLGLQJ� VWXGHQWV� WR� ORYH� KXPDQ�

deeply with warm heart and show sincerity and 

FRQVLGHUDWLRQ� IRU� RWKHUV�� ���� JXLGLQJ� VWXGHQWV�

to understand the preciousness of friendship, 

PDNH� IULHQGV� ZKRP� RQH� FDQ� WUXVW� IURP� RQH¶V�

KHDUW�� HQFRXUDJH� DQG� LPSURYH� HDFK� RWKHU�� ����

guiding boy and girls students to respect each 

other and have a healthy view of the other sex. 

Third�� &RQWHQW� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� QDWXUH� DQG� VXSUH�

EHLQJ�� LQFOXGH� RI�� ���� JXLGLQJ� VWXGHQWV� WR� ORYH�

nature, have a matured heart which can be moved 

by beauty, and reverence to the being beyong 

WKH� KXPDQ� DELOLW\�� DQG� ���� JXLGLQJ� VWXGHQWV�

to understand to the preciousness of life and 

respect one’s life and the others’ which can not be 

subtituted by students. Fourth��&RQWHQW�IRFXVLQJ�

on relationship with groups and society, include 

RI������JXLGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�EHFRPH�DZDUH�WKDW�RQH�

is a member of a class and a school, respect and 

love one’s teachers and peers, and cooperate to 

establish better tradition, and creation of a new 

FXOWXUH�� ���� HQFRXUDJLQJ� VWXGHQWV� WR� ORYH� -DSDQ�

with the awareness of nationality and endeavor 

IRU� WKH� VDNH� RI� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� QDWLRQ�� WKH�

inheritance of superior tradition, and creation 

RI� D� QHZ� FXOWXUH�� DQG� ���� HQFRXUDJLQJ� VWXGHQWV�

to see themselves as Japanese in the world, and 

HQGHYRU�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHDFH�LQ�

WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�KDSSLQHVV�RI�DOO�KXPDQNLQG�IURP�

WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��7DNDNXUD��������

������

Materials of moral education is organized in a 

WH[WERRN�HQWLWOHG�Kokoro no Noto, as description 

of moral values whish   is always accompanied by 

attractive and colorful pictures and in a language 

that is clear and straightforward, the images of 

cartoons or actual pictures, so attractive and easily 

understood and enjoyable to read for students.

The .RNRUR�QR�QnWR�ERRNOHWV�IRU�HOHPHQWDU\�

VFKRRO�FRPH�LQ�WKUHH�HGLWLRQV��RQH�IRU�WKH��VW�DQG�

�QG�JUDGHV��RQH�IRU�WKH��UG�DQG��WK�JUDGHV��DQG�

RQH� IRU� WKH��WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV��7KH� IURQW�SDJHV�

DUH� LOOXVWUDWHG� ZLWK� FRORUIXO� GUDZLQJV²IRU� WKH�

�VW�DQG��QG�JUDGHV��WKH�SDJH�LV�ZDUP�RUDQJH�DQG�

SLQN�LQ�FRORU��ZLWK�DQ�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�D�VPDOO�ER\�

DQG� JLUO� ÀRDWLQJ� LQ� WKH� DLU� VXUURXQGHG� E\� VRDS�

EXEEOHV��VPLOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�H\HV�FORVHG��D�ERRN�LQ�

their arms and the sun shining in the corner. This 

VLJQL¿HV�D�GUHDP\�DQG�VDIH�DWPRVSKHUH��7KH�IURQW�

SDJH�SLFWXUH�RQ� WKH�ERRNOHW� IRU� WKH��UG�DQG��WK�

JUDGHV�LV�OHVV�GUHDP\��WKH�ER\�DQG�JLUO�DUH�ROGHU��

and they are waving and running, apparently 

shouting in excitement. The color scheme is blue 

and green with splashes of yellow, orange, and 

SLQN��7KH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VXUURXQGHG�E\�REMHFWV�RI�

the modern world, such as airplanes, buildings, 

DQG� WUDLQV�� HYRNLQJ� DQ� H[FLWLQJ�� DFWLYH�� DQG�

PRGHUQ�PRRG�� )RU� WKH� �WK� DQG� �WK� JUDGHV�� WKH�

ER\�DQG�JLUO� ORRN�OLNH�DGROHVFHQWV��DQG�WKH�FRORU�

scheme is green and blue. The adolescents are in 

a wooded area, apparently having just released 

three white birds, presumably pigeons, judging 

from their shape and relative plumpness. Here, 

the impression is one of harmony and balance. 

,Q� WKLV�ZD\�� WKH� IURQW�SDJHV� VHW� WKH� WRQH� IRU� WKH�

FRQWHQW� LQ� WKH� ERRNOHWV�� WKHUH� LV� DQ� DWWHPSW� WR�

DGDSW� WKH� ERRNOHWV� WR� WKH� GHYHORSPHQWDO� VWDJHV�

of the readers, starting with the dreamy state of 

FKLOG�OLNH� LQQRFHQFH�� DGYDQFLQJ� WR� WKH� VWDJH� RI�
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a zest for life, and ending with a stage close to 

PDWXULW\�� ZLWK� DOOXVLRQV� WR� SHDFH� �ZKLWH� ELUGV��

DQG� D� JUHHQ� HQYLURQPHQW� �WUHHV� DQG� WKH� FRORU�

JUHHQ�GRPLQDWH�WKH�SLFWXUH��

.RNRUR� QR� QnWR� for the 3rd and 4th grades 

DOVR� LQWURGXFHV� WKH� ³JUHDW� SHUVRQ´� DSSURDFK�

using examples of athletes. Under the title “Let’s 

OHDUQ�IURP�WKH�DWKOHWHV�ZH�ORRN�XS�WR´��akogare 

QR�VXSnWVX�VHQVKX�QL�PDQDEn���ZH�¿QG�D�SLFWXUH�

RI� 7DNDKDVKL�1DRNR²D� JROG�PHGDOLVW�PDUDWKRQ�

UXQQHU� DW� WKH� 6\GQH\� 2O\PSLFV� LQ� ����²

ZDYLQJ�D�ÀDJ��ZH�JHW� WR� UHDG� WKH� WHVWLPRQLHV�RI�

two unnamed athletes, a volleyball player and 

a baseball player. The overall message from all 

three examples is that it is important to have 

a goal in life and that to achieve this goal one 

PXVW� WDNH�FRQWURO�RI�RQH¶V�RZQ� OLIH�DQG�ZRUN� WR�

VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�ERG\�DQG�VRXO���0(;7�����E�������

7KLV�PHVVDJH�LV�IXUWKHU�GHYHORSHG�RQ�SDJHV���±

���XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�³/HDUQLQJ�WRJHWKHU��VXSSRUWLQJ�

HDFK� RWKHU�� KHOSLQJ� HDFK� RWKHU´� �manabiai, 

sasaeai, tasukeai��

.RNRUR�QR�QnWR� IRU� WKH��WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV��

RQ� SDJH� ��� ±� ���� FRQWDLQV� D� JUHDWHU� QXPEHU� RI�

H[DPSOHV� RI� WKH� ³JUHDW� SHUVRQ´� DSSURDFK�� 7KH�

¿UVW� PDMRU� VHFWLRQ�� ³%XLOGLQJ� \RXUVHOI´� �jibun 

osodateru��� VWDUWV� E\� VNHWFKLQJ� WKH� GHVLUDEOH�

SK\VLFDO� UHJLPHQ� IRU� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� �VOHHSLQJ��

HDWLQJ�� H[HUFLVLQJ�� VWXG\LQJ�� HWF��� DQG� WKHQ�

proceeds to discuss how to set goals and realize 

dreams.

The next moral icons in the volume for the 

�WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV�DUH�IRXQG�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJ�

³&XULRVLW\��NnNLVKLQ��LV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�´�+HUH��

the objective is innovation and creativity and 

XOWLPDWHO\�PDNLQJ�RQHVHOI�XVHIXO� WR� VRFLHW\��7KH�

PRUDO� LFRQV�DUH�1REHO� ODXUHDWHV�<XNDZD�+LGHNL�

�WKHRUHWLFDO� SK\VLFV�� DQG�0DULH� &XULH�� 7KH� WH[W�

LQYLWHG� FKLOGUHQ� WR� WKLQN� DERXW� WKH� LQYHQWLRQ�RI�

useful things in their immediate environment, 

from paper clips to airplanes. Behind every 

LQYHQWLRQ�OLHV�WKH�HcRUW�DQG�KDUG�ZRUN�RI�FUHDWLYH�

and innovative people.

$QRWKHU�VHFWLRQ��RQ�SDJH�����±������LV�WLWOHG�

³$� KHDUW� WKDW� ORYHV� RXU� FRXQWU\� DQG� KRPH´�

�.\nGR�\D�NXQL�R�DLVXUX�NRNRUR���7KURXJK� WKLV�

VHFWLRQ��UHDGHUV�ZHUH�DVNHG�WR� WKLQN�DERXW� WKHLU�

hometowns, that is, where they come from 

�furusato��� DQG� WKHLU� FRXQWU\�� 7KH\� � WROG� WKDW�

WKH�FRXQWU\� LV�PDGH�XS�RI�GLcHUHQW�SHRSOH� IURP�

GLcHUHQW� KRPHWRZQV� DQG� UHJLRQV� �furusato���

each having a rich tradition and culture, and the 

SUHVHQW�UHVLGHQWV�DUH�WKH�NHHSHUV�RI�WKLV�WUDGLWLRQ�

7KH�¿QDO� LFRQ� �SUHVHQWHG�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJ�

³:H�OLYH�KROGLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU¶V�KDQGV´��te o toriatte 

ikiru�� RQ� SDJH� ������� WKH� LFRQ� KHUH� LV� 0RWKHU�

Theresa. The piece on Mother Theresa forms 

part of a larger section about fairness, justice, 

and the equality of human beings regardless 

RI� JHQGHU�� VNLQ� FRORU�� DQG� DJH�� 7KH� WH[W� EHJLQV�

with an explanation of the ideals of equality and 

IDLUQHVV��6WXGHQWV�DUH�WKHQ�LQYLWHG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�

WKHLU�RZQ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�

FDQ�XVH�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�WR�KHOS�RWKHU�SHRSOH��WKH\�

DUH�DOVR�HQFRXUDJHG� WR� WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�

done for other people immediately. Kokoro no 

QnWR� IRU� WKH� �WK� DQG��WK� JUDGHV� DOVR� FRQWDLQV� D�

section titled “Not clouding the window of the 

KHDUW´��Kokoro no mado o kumorasenai��RQ�SDJH�

���� ZLWK� DQ� LOOXVWUDWLRQ� RI� D� ER\� VWDQGLQJ� DVLGH�

from a larger group. Here, readers are urged to 

consider whether they are causing other people 

SDLQ�DQG� LI� WKLV� LV�UHDOO\� WKH�NLQG�RI�SHRSOH� WKH\�

want to be. From this perspective, Mother 

Theresa is presented almost as though she were 

WKH� ³ZRUOG� FRQVFLRXVQHVV´� SHUVRQL¿HG�� 0RWKHU�

Theresa’s relevance to the Japanese identity lies 

in references to caring and helping and in relation 

to other people, general, universal values that 

are promoted as central to the formation of the 

Japanese identity as well as central to the world 

at large.

The values   developed in moral education 

�kokoro kyoiku���GR�QRW�OHDG�WR�DQG�FRPLQJ�IURP�

certain religious teachings in Japan. Such that 

the moral education in schools should not lead 

learners to follow or believe in a certain religion. 

Furthermore, the teachers do not prohibit the 

students to believe in a religion. This is due to 

Japan as a country that is split between religious 

DcDLUV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��RU�FDQ�EH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�
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VHFXODU� VWDWH�� ,Q� -DSDQ�� UHOLJLRQ� LV� DV� D� SULYDWH�

DcDLU� RI� HDFK� FLWL]HQ�� 7KH� VWURQJ� LQÀXHQFH� RI�

Western countries, especially America, after 

-DSDQ¶V�GHIHDW� LQ�:RUOG�:DU���� WR�PDNH�-DSDQ�

as a secular state, including in the education 

practice, which is highly nuanced American 

�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�1LVKLQR�����2FW���������

The next component of the curriculum of 

PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ� LV� OHDUQLQJ�VWUDWHJ\�� ,Q�-DSDQ��

Pedagogy of moral education classtime is not 

prescribed. Practice is shared in professional 

development in interaction with optional 

WH[WERRNV�� URRPDWHV� DUH� QRW� IROORZHG� VWULFWO\��

Learning moral education in primary schools in 

Japan using a variety of learning methods such 

as stories telling with drawing tools, roleplaying, 

games and method of problem solving, as well 

as other active learning methods. As for the 

Lower Secondary School, teachers use a variety 

RI� WHDFKLQJ� PHWKRGV� VXFK� DV�� GLVFXVVLRQ�� FDVH�

studies, problem solving, sociodrama, and other 

learning methods. Learning of moral education 

in the classroom of moral education is also 

VXSSRUWHG�E\�UHDGLQJ�ERRNV��WH[W�ERRN��HQWLWOHG�

Watashitachi no Doutoku� �2XU� 0RUDOV�� DQG�

ERRN�Kokoro no Noto� �1RWHERRN�RI� WKH�+HDUW��

legalized by the Ministry of Education , culture, 

VSRUW��VFLHQFH�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\��0(;7��DQG�DOVR�

VXSSRUWHG�E\� WKH�79�SURJUDP� �%DPNLQ� �������

For example, in the NHK E-tere airing of a moral 

HGXFDWLRQ� �GnWRNX�� SURJUDP� DERXW� .DZDJXFKL�

-XQ¶LFKLUn��WKH�FUHDWRU�RI�WKH�VDWHOOLWH�Hayabusa; 

WKH� NH\� ZRUGV� KHUH� DUH� FXULRVLW\� �NnNLVKLQ���

SHUVLVWHQFH��ganbaru���DQG�LQWHUHVW��N\nPL���$Q�

important lesson to be learned from Kawaguchi 

LV�WR�DLP�DW�EHLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�UDWKHU�

than the best.

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� VSHFLDO�

classes, moral education is also integrated with 

the learning of all subjects taught at school, such 

as music, drawing and crafts, sports, Japanese, 

and Arithmetic, Natural and Social Science. 

And also integrated with special activities such 

as extra-curricular activities, school events, 

activities of student organizations, and lunch 

activities. Special activities at school aims to 

train togetherness, cooperation, build awareness 

as a member of the group, and contribute in a 

concrete practical on the moral development 

RI� VWXGHQWV� �7DNDNXUD�� ������� :LWK� LQWHQVH�

supervision carried out by teachers, moral 

HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VSHFL¿F�DFWLYLWLHV�FDQ�EH�SHUIRUPHG�

optimally.

,W� QHHGV� WR� EH� XQGHUOLQHG� RI� OHDUQLQJ�

strategies used in the classroom of moral 

education is the teacher should so avoid using 

indoctrination approach, since this approach 

PDNHV� OHDUQLQJ�PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� EHFRPHV� YHU\�

monotonous and boring, and counter productive 

in the development of moral values   instilled in 

OHDUQHUV�� &XOWLYDWLQJ� PRUDO� YDOXHV� WR� FKLOGUHQ�

and adolescents conducted by the following 

SULQFLSOHV�

���<RXQJ�SHRSOH�OHDUQ�EHVW�WKURXJK�FOHDU�PHVVDJHV�
– moral relativism and ambivalence leave young 
PLQGV�FROG�����<RXQJ�SHRSOH�OHDUQ�IURP�SRVLWLYH�
LQVWDQFHV�RI�H[DPSODU\�EHKDYRXU�����\RXQJ�SHRSOH�
KDYH�DFWLYH��FXULRXV�PLQGV�WKDW�HDJHUO\�VHHN�QHZ�
NQRZOHGJH�� 7KH\� DUH� QRW� HVSHFLDOO\� IUDJLOH�� DQG�
WKH� UHDO� GDQJHU� LV� LQ� WXUQLQJ� WKHP�Rc� E\� IDLOLQJ�
WR�SURYLGH�VXdFLHQW�LQVSLUDWLRQ��QRW�LQ�GLVWXUELQJ�
WKHP� ZLWK� KDUPIXOO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� ��� DQG� \RXQJ�
PLQGV�KDYH�JUHDW� LQWHOOHFWXDO�ÀH[LELOLW\�� WKH\�DUH�
capable both of absorbing the traditional wisdom 
RI� WKHLU�FXOWXUH�DQG�RI�PDNLQJ�VPDUW�FKRLFHV� IRU�
WKHPVHOYHV� ZKHQ� WKH\� QHHG� WR� �'DPRQ�� ������
[LLL��

 The indoctrination approach is almost 

never applied in moral education classes in 

Japan. No indoctrination approach is deemed 

more suited to the conditions of Japan at this 

WLPH�� ,QGRFWULQDWLRQ� ZLOO� UHVXOW� LQ� D� IDLOXUH� RI�

character education. As described by Arthur J. 

6FKZDUW]�����������DV�IROORZV�

“That indoctrinations occures in schools and 
FODVVURRPV�ZKHQ������WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�D�WHDFKHU�RU�
VFKRRO� LV� WR�PDNH� VWXGHQWV�EHOLHYH� LQ� VRPHWKLQJ�
GHVSLWH�WKH�HYLGHQFH�����WKH�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRGV�DUH�
FRHUFLYH�RU� FOHDUO\� LQDSSURSULDWH�� ��� WKH� FRQWHQW�
consists of prescribed doctrines and ideologies 
DQG� HYHU\WKLQJ� HOVH� LV� VWULFWO\� SURKLELWHG�� DQG��
��� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFH�RI� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� UHVXOWV� LV� D�
FORVHG��LQWROHUDQW�PLQG´�

� ,Q� VXFK� D� ZD\�� WKDW� LQGRFWULQDWLRQ�



Analisa Journal of Social Science and Religion Volume 02 No. 01 July 2017

pages 23-40

36

approach applied in moral education, then it 

ZLOO�QRW�DcHFW�WKH�SURGXFWLYH�DQG�HcHFWLYH�PRUDO�

education in a democratic society of Japan. As 

illustration of an example of moral teaching in an 

elementary school classroom in Japan, a scene of 

a third grade moral education class of elementary 

VFKRRO��DV�IROORZV�

The lesson opens with story. The story is read by 
the teacher, except for a letter in the story, which 
FKLOGUHQ�UHDG�WKHPVHOYHV��&KLOGUHQ�KDYH�WKH�VWRU\�
in front of them so can read ahead if they wish. 
Leaving aside the details and retorical devices 
used in children stories, it about two ogres. They 
are best friends and both enjoy to watch the hu-
man children having fun and playing. The ogres 
XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� KXPDQ� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� DcUDLG� RI�
ogres. Nonetheles they wistfully wish to play. The 
EOXH� RJUH� RcHUV� WR� IULJKWHQ� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� VR� WKDW�
the red ogre can pretend to protect them and be-
come friends with them. They carry out the plan. 
As agreed, the red ogre hit the blue ogre. So the 
red ogre becomes very popular amongst the chil-
dren, the red ogre and the children enjoy playing 
together. The red ogre decides to visit his friend, 
WKH�EOXH�RJUH�RQH�GD\��EXW�RQO\�¿QGV�D�OHWWHU�IURP�
the blue ogre pinned to the door saying that the 
blue ogre has left the area so that the red ogre 
can enjoy more time to play with the children. 
Finally the red ogre cried. At each step, children 
DUH�DVNHG�WR�6XPPDULHV�ZKDW�KDV�KDSSHQHG��WKHQ�
UHÀHFW�RQ�ZK\� WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�DFW�DV� WKH\�GR�DQG�
KRZ�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU�LV�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�IHHOLQJ��7KH\�
XQGHUVWDQG�IULHQGVKLS�DQG�WKH�GLdFXOWLHV�RI�PDN-
LQJ�D�VDFUL¿FH�DQ�RQJRLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�IULHQGVKLS��$W�
the next step, children roleplay the red ogre. Two 
FKLOGUHQ�ZHDU�UHG�DQG�EOXH�RJUH�PDVNV�RQ�HLWKHU�
side of a huge door prop. The red ogre is told that 
the blue ogre is actually still inside the house, so 
WKH�UHG�RJUH�FDQ�VSHDN�KLV��KHU�IHHOLQJV�WH�WKH�EOXH�
RJUH�� )LQDOO\�� WKH� WHDFKHU� ¿QGV� FRSLHV� RI� OHWWHU�
DERXW�IDOOLQJ�RXW�DQG�PDNLQJ�XS�ZLWK�IULHQGV�IURP�
VHQLRU� VWXGHQWV� �JUDGH���DQG���� DQG� UHDGV� WKHP�
RXW�IRU�WKH�FODVV��&KLOGUHQ�WKHQ�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWX-
nity to share experiences about when they made 
XS�ZLWK�IULHQGV��2EVHUYDWLRQ��2FW�����������

The story used by teacher in the third 

grade moral education class, is relatively well 

established. By this method, students involve 

empathising with characters in the story. At 

times, the setting is students in class and children 

DUH� DVNHG� ³ZKDW�ZRXOG� \RX� GR´� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WKH�

WKLQNLQJ� DQG� IHHOLQJ� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�� 8VXDOO\��

WKH�WRSLF�LV�GLVFXVVHG�EULHÀ\�EHIRUH�WKH�VWRU\��H�J��

³ZKR�KDV�WROG�D�OLH"´�RU�³KRZ�RIWHQ�GR�ZH�ERUURZ�

LWHPV�IURP�RXU�FODVVPDWHV"´��

7KH� ¿QDO� component of the curriculum is 

WKH� HYDOXDWLRQ� RI� OHDUQLQJ�� ,Q� WHDFKLQJ� PRUDO�

and practices, which is called the evaluation of 

learning outcomes, as expected instead of the 

value in the form of numbers or letters, but it 

is real life behavior in everyday life, whenever 

and anywhere. Morality requires actualization 

UDWKHU� WKDQ� HYDOXDWLRQ��,QWHUYLHZ� ZLWK� 1LVKLQR��

2FW����� ������� � 7KLV� SKHQRPHQRQ�� YLHZHG� IURP�

the perspective of teaching- learning theory is a 

deviation, but, what is applied in moral education 

at schools in Japan have managed to create 

a society that is healthy and moral, so Japan 

became civilized and developed country as well 

as a country with spirit.

The curriculum of moral education in the 

Japanese educational system, can be grouped 

into two parts, namely the formal curriculum 

as outlined by the Ministry of Education, Sport, 

&XOWXUH�� 6FLHQFH� DQG� 7HFKQRORJ\� �0(;7�� RI�

-DSDQ��DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WH[WERRNV��DQG�FXUULFXOXP�

non-formal or commonly referred as the hidden 

FXUULFXOXP� �QRQ� IRUPDO� cXUULFXOXP�� ZKLFK�

attached and are on the whole school activities 

both inside and outside the classroom. Such 

as special activities such as lunch, after lunch 

clean-up activities, extra-curricular activities and 

other activities. Hidden curriculum has a very 

important and dominant role in the formation of 

the moral behavior of learners, besides the formal 

curriculum. This is due to the formal curriculum 

LV�PRUH�ULJLG�DQG�OHVV�ÀH[LEOH� 

A Lesson learnt for Improving 

Character Education in Indonesian 

Schools

 The success of Japanese school moral 

education, can not be separated from the support 

RI� IDPLO\� DQG� FRPPXQLW\� HQYLURQPHQW�� ,W� LV�

application of the model of integrated education. 

This means that the success of cultivating 

certain moral values   WR�VWXGHQWV� LV�D� MRLQW�HcRUW�

amongst the school education, community and 

family environments. The three environments 
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RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DUH� � LQWHUUHODWHG� �LQWHUFRQHFWHG�� WR�

LQWHQVLI\�DQG�GHYHORS�D�PRUDO�YDOXH��,W�LV�PHDQW�WKDW�

VFKRRO�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DORQH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�HcHFWLYH�

and productive in shaping the moral value of self-

learners. The moral education should have the 

support of society and the family environment. 

Family and community environment is the site of 

the socialization of moral values   taught in schools. 

$V�-RKQVRQ¶V������������H[SODQDWLRQ�DV�IROORZV�

A primary purpose of education is to socialize 
children, adolescents, and young adults into the 
conventions, values, attitudes, roles, competen-
cies, and ways of perceiving the world that are 
shared by one’s family, community, society, and 
FXOWXUH� 6RFLDOL]DWLRQ� WDNHV� SODFH� WKURXJK� JURXS�
PHPEHUVKLSV� �L�H��� IDPLO\�� FKXUFK�� DQG� VFKRRO��
DQG� LQWHUSHUVRQDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV� �L�H��� SDUHQWV��
IULHQGV��WHDFKHUV��FROOHDJXHV���$�FHQWUDO�DVSHFW�RI�
socialization is the inculcation of moral character. 
Morals and character are inherently social. They 
do not occur in a social vacuum. Moral values are 
E\� GH¿QLWLRQ� UXOHV� RI� ³ULJKW´FRQGXFW�� UHÀHFWLQJ�
the cherished ideals that guide our behavior in 
the groups to which we belong and in our inter-
personal relationships. Moral values are, there-
fore, learned, internalized, and expressed within 
groups and relationships within a larger commu-
nity and society context.

From Johnson’s explanation, it can be 

understood that moral education was not in 

a vacum, but is in a particular social context. 

Therefore, the successful of moral education 

LV� VWURQJO\� LQÀXHQFHG� E\� VRFLDO� FRQWH[W�� 7KLV�

RSLQLRQ�LV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�1XFFL�DQG�1DUYDH]��������

��� ZKR� VWDWHG� WKDW� ³FKLOGUHQ¶V� DQG� DGROHVFHQWV¶�

moral development and character formation, 

KRZHYHU��DUH�QRW�VLPSO\�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�VFKRROLQJ´��

,W� LV� DOVR� UHFRPPHGHG�E\�$VSHQ�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�

&KDUDFWHU�(GXFDWLRQ��-XO\��������ZKLFK�RXWOLQHG�

��LPSRUWDQW�SRLQWV��

1. The present and the future well being of our 

society requires an involved, caring citizenry 

with good character.

2. (cHFWLYH�FKDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�EDVHG�RQ�FRUH�

ethical values which form the foundation of 

democratic society, ---in particular, respect, 

responsibility, trustworthiness, caring, 

justice, fairness, civic virtue, and citizenship.

3. &KDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LV��¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��DQ�

REOLJDWLRQ�RI�IDPLOLHV��,W�LV�DOVR�WKH�REOLJDWLRQ�

of faith communities, schools, youth 

and other human service organozations 

�6RPPHUV������������

Today in Japanese schools, teachers, 

administrators, parents, are again getting into 

WKH� EXVLQHVV� RI�PDNLQJ� LW� FOHDU� WR� VWXGHQWV� WKDW�

they must behave honourably, courteously, and 

NLQGO\�� WKDW� WKH\�PXVW�ZRUN�KDUG� DQG� VWULYH� IRU�

excellence. Moral education in Japan is applying 

the theory of integrated education, namely that 

moral educational success is determined by three 

environments ie school environment, family and 

community. The implementation of integrated 

education in Japan strongly contributes to the 

HcHFWLYLW\� DQG� SURGXFWLYLW\� RI� WHDFKLQJ� PRUDO�

values.

&KDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�,QGRQHVLD�LV�DFWXDOL]HG�

in subjects matters, such as Pendidikan Agama 

Islam dan Budi Pekerti� �,VODPLF� (GXFDWLRQ� DQG�

(WKLFV��� DQG� Pendidikan Kwarganegaraan 

�&LYLF�(GXFDWLRQ���7KH� VWXGHQWV� UHFHLYH� FKDUDFWHU�

HGXFDWLRQ� DW� OHDVW� �� OHVVRQ�KRXUV� LQ� D� ZHHN�� ,W�

means that they receive character education at 

OHDVW� ���� OHVVRQ�KRXUV� LQ� D� \HDU�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ��

all subject matters at schools should integrate 

character education in each of the learning process. 

7KXV� LQ� WHUPV� RI� TXDQWLW\�� ,QGRQHVLDQ� VWXGHQWV�

UHFHLYH� FKDUDFWHU� HGXFDWLRQ�¿YH� WLPHV�PRUH� WKDQ�

-DSDQHVH� VWXGHQWV� ���� KRXUV��� 7KH� 0LQLVWU\� RI�

1DWLRQDO� (GXFDWLRQ� DQG� &XOWXUH�� LQWURGXFHV�

��� PDLQ� YDOXHV� RI� FKDUDFWHU� WR� GHYHORS� LQ� DOO�

teaching learning activities and creating a codusive 

DWPRVSKHUH� DW� VFKRROV�� 7KH� YDOXHV� FRQVLVWV� RI� ��

5HOLJLRXV��KRQHVW�� WROHUDQW��GLVFLSOLQH��KDUG�ZRUN��

creative, independent, democratic, curiosity, the 

spirit of nationalism, patriotism, appreciate the 

DFKLHYHPHQW�H[FHOOHQFH�� IULHQGVKLS�� ORYH� SHDFH��

love reading, environmental care, social care, and 

UHVSRQVLELOLW\� �Pusat Kurikulum,� ������ �������

School life, general conduct of all teachers and 

H[FHOOHQW�WHDFKLQJ�SUR¿FLHQF\�LQ�DOO�VXEMHFWV�VHHPV�

to have a greater impact to moral and good conduct.

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV��ZHWKHU�FKDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�
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has been successful in realizing the moral or 

FKDUDFWHU�\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQ�� ,Q� IDFW��ZH�RIWHQ�

found the actions that contradict with moral 

values   committed by children and adolescents, 

such as actions considered trivial as littering, 

GDPDJLQJ� FURSV�� OD]\�� QR� GLVFLSOLQH�� QR� WUDdF�

rules, intolerant, no social care, no environmental 

FDUH�� DQG� FULPLQDO� DFWV� VXFK� DV� ¿JKWLQJ�� WKHIW��

VH[XDO�YLROHQFH��NLOOLQJ�DQG�RWKHUV�

The main problem of character education 

DW�,QGRQHVLDQ�VFKRROV� LV� WKH�XQHIHFWL¿YHQHVV� LQ�

cultivating moral values, and forming a high 

moral society. Wether due to orientation that 

is more cognitively with evaluation at the end 

RI� WKH� OHDUQLQJ� SURJUDP� �GDLO\� WHVW�� PLGGOH�

VPHVWHU� WHVW�� DQG� WKH� ¿QDO� H[DP��� DQG�PHWKRG�

of indoctrination is more dominant in teaching 

and learning. And it is not connected to the 

environment of family education, cultural and 

social environment. Therefore, these aspects 

FRQVWLWXWH� PDLQ� FDXVH� RI� LQHcHFWLYHQHVV� RI�

FKDUDFWHU� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� ,QGRQHVLDQ� VFKRROV��:H�

can learn from the successful Japanese moral 

education which focuses more on the process 

of behavioral habituation and awareness 

�SV\FKRPRWRULF� DQG� DcHFWLYH� GRPDLQ�� ZLWK�

QR� WHVW�HYDOXDWLRQ� RU� H[DPLQDWLRQ� WKDQ� RQ�

WKH� UHVXOW� RI� WHVW�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� -DSDQHVH�PRUDO�

education also avoids indoctrination approach, 

as well as connected with family and community 

environment.

Formally character education at school 

can be a locus for starting point of the mental 

UHYROXWLRQ��,W�LV�GLUHFWHG�WR�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�

VWXGHQW� HWKRV��3HGDJRJLFDO�SURFHVV� FRXOG�PDNH�

the ethos being a daily action. How to educate 

QHHGV�WR�EH�GLUHFWHG�IURP�GLVFXUVLYH�NQRZOHGJH�

WR� SUDFWLFDO� NQRZOHGJH�� ,W� PHDQV� WKDW� VKDSLQJ�

the ethos is not an ethical theories, but how to 

PDNH�WKHVH�WKHRULHV�DcHFW�WKHLU�GDLO\�DFWLRQV��,W�

is directed towards transformation at the level of 

habit. A mental revolution creates honesty and 

other virtues, become an inner disposition when 

students are faced with a concrete situation. 

,Q� GHYHORSLQJ� FKDUDFWHU� HGXFDWLRQ� V\VWHP� RI�

,QGRQHVLDQ�VFKRROV��WHDFKHUV�PXVW�VWD\�DZD\�IURP�

the approach of indoctrination by applying rote 

PHWKRGV� IRU�PDWHULDOV�RU� VSHFL¿F�FRQWHQW� UHODWHG�

to the one self, to other groups or communities and 

the natural environment, and also teacher should 

apply non test approach for certain topics and 

FKDSWHUV�� 7KH� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� LV� WKDW� &KDUDFWHU�

HGXFDWLRQ� WR� EH� HcHFWLYH�� VKRXOG� EH� DVVRFLDWHG�

with a family environment, and the community. 

,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� LW� ZRXOG� DSSHDU� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO�

problem, that is the condition of the family and 

VRFLHW\�LQ�,QGRQHVLD�ZKLFK�LV�QRW�DEOH�WR�EH�D�PRUDO�

ODERUDWRU\� IRU� VWXGHQWV� \HW�� ,Q� IDFW�� FXOWXUH� DQG�

society as a laboratory of moral education become 

a serious problem for moral or character education 

LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� (QYLURQPHQWDO� FRQGLWLRQV� WKDW�

WHQGHG�WR�EH�VHO¿VK�DQG�ODFN�RI�UHVSHFW�IRU�RWKHUV��

violence and crime, the low culture of discipline 

DQG�RUGHUO\��ORZ�FXOWXUH�RI�KRQHVW\�DQG�KDUG�ZRUN��

WKH� KLJK� OHYHO� RI� FRUUXSWLRQ�� DQG� VR� PDNH� WKH�

community does not support the learning of moral 

or character. To improve the condition of society 

which is still far from ideal, then the only way is to 

do a behavior change radically and fundamentally, 

from corruptive culture towards a culture of 

honesty, from culture of laziness towards the 

FXOWXUH�RI�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ��IURP�FXOWXUH�RI�GLVRUGHU�

and undisciplined toward the culture of discipline, 

and so forth, that all it is the main agenda of the 

national movement of mental revolution, as 

FDPSDLJQHG�E\�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�-RNR�:LGRGR�

The mental revolution involves a cultural 

VWUDWHJ\��,WV�WDUJHW�LV�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�HWKRV��

which is a fundamental change in mentality which 

LQFOXGHV� KRZ� WR� WKLQN�� KRZ� WR� IHHO�� KRZ� WR� WUXVW�

that everything is manifest in the behavior and 

HYHU\GD\�DFWLRQV��,Q�VXFK�D�ZD\�D�PHQWDO�UHYROXWLRQ��

WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�-RNRZL¶V�DJHQGD��LV�GRQH��VR�WKDW�

culture will be better, and will greatly contribute 

WR�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�FKDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��

Mental revolution that become a nationwide 

movement needs to be done by everyone in daily 

OLIH�� WKH� WUXH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RFFXUV� LQ� ¿GHOLW\� WR�

move and drive change in routine matters.
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CONCLUSION

First,  moral education in  Japanese schools is 

not a subject matter,  but it is compulsory for the 

entire of students of primary schools and lower 

secondary shools. The government alocated one 

KRXU� � OHVVRQ� IRU�D�ZHHN� IRU�HDFK�FODVV��:LWK�WKH�

moral education, Japanese younger generation 

expected will be able to respond the progress, and 

able to adapt to the social environment and have 

WKH�DELOLW\�WR�WKLQN��PDNH�HcHFWLYH�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�

act independently, and so they will have the ability 

to identify issues they face. They will be able to 

interact in the arena of international realations 

and play an important role in international world 

as well. 

Second, Japanese moral education has 

been  using the interactive and communicative 

approach, promoting moral discovery by 

learners themselves, avoiding the application 

RI� LQGRFWULQDWLRQ�DSSURDFK��DQG�QR�WHVW�RU� �¿QDO�

exam,  for every course of study.  The most 

important thing is that moral education in Japan  

applied an  integrated and connected approach 

DPRQJ� � WKUHH� FHQWHUV� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�� VFKRRO���

family, and  community environment.  All of 

the environments of education have important 

IXQFWLRQ� DV� ODERUDWRU\� RI� � PRUDO� �� FKDUDFWHU�

education. 

Third, the practice of moral education in 

apanese schools, in some aspects,  can be a model 

IRU�LPSURYLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�,QGRQHVLDQ�

schools. For example, the implementation of no 

test in teaching learning of character education, 

because of the focus of character education is 

changing of behavior, good conduct, not on 

NQRZOHGJH��RU�QXPEHUV��
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([DPSOH�

)LJXUH��

,QGRQHVLDQ�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�DJULFXOWXUH�FRPSDUHG�
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IURP�� KWWS���QDVLRQDO�NRPSDV�FRP�

UHDG���������������������'DQD�
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