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This paper aims to reveal the socio-political 

reality that is loaded with interest. The interest certainly 

DUH�PXWXDOO\�EHQH¿�FLDO�EXW�RIWHQ�XQEDODQFHG�SROLWLFDO�

advantage. In this regard, politics always intersect 

or identical to ‘exchange’ and ‘communication’. 

When interpreted in reverse, that isn’t politics if it 

doesn’t contain elements of ‘exchange’ which must be 

preceded by a communication strategy its politicians. 

6SHFL¿� FDOO\�� WKLV� SDSHU� UHYHDOV� WKH� RFFXUUHQFH� RI�

a ‘political exchange’ and the ongoing process of 

‘political communication’. Set in the elections in 

Soppeng district iIn 2010, the process of exchange and 

political communication that takes place generally 

is ‘transactional’. Although some cases of ‘looks’ 

is ‘interactional’ but it always ends with a political 

compensation (transactional). 

Keywords: exchange; political communication; 

election; transactional; interactional.

,QWURGXFWLRQ

Election is part of the democratic values that 

are trying to put the competition between individuals, 

groups, and communities to achieve certain political 

power, both in the legislative and executive level. 

<HW�DQRWKHU�LVVXH�LOOXVWUDWHV��WKDW�PDQ\�SROLWLFDO�HOLWHV�

running the pragmatic, political opportunists, who 

just did a mass mobilization to achieve power without 

having a clear vision. In the minds of their politics 

(elite), power is as a tool for political empowerment of 
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SHUVRQDO��JURXS��SROLWLFDO�DI¿OLDWLRQ��SDUWLHV���DQG�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�LQYHVWPHQW�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�

The political reality illustrates the political action based on Machiavelli’s political theory 

(see: Skinner in Ritzer, 2004), which took power by all means, including religion to politics, on 

behalf of the people’s voice to personal interests, and so on. Such a view is at the ‘spirit’ in modern 

democracies are based on instrumental rationality, liberal capitalism.

$W�WKH�UHJLRQDO�HOHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�GLVWULFW�RI�6RSSHQJ�LQ�������LQGLYLGXDO�SROLWLFLDQV�LQFOXGLQJ�

local elites as a public political activity that is mutually exchange for political purposes. Local 

elites dominated by the nobles have a mass base will tend to make political cooperation with other 

elite that besides having a mass base also has a material capital.

Other forms of political exchanges that occur most often political ‘reply-mind’ and political 

µFRPSHQVDWLRQ¶��$OO�IRUPV�RI�SROLWLFDO�H[FKDQJH�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�UHFLSURFLW\�RU�UHFLSURFLW\�

It is no less important is the political communication among participants election candidates. 

Political communication determine the political exchanges between them both individually and on 

behalf of the party. In politics, communication is dominated by models of ‘transactional’ although 

there are also other models of ‘interactional’. Both the communication model in practice is always 

applied in turns based on the context of communication takes place. When the communication is in 

trouble, then certainly there will be no exchange of political cooperation. Mulyana (2004:i) states 

that failure to communicate is often misunderstood, even catastrophe losses. The risk is not only 

the individual level, but also at the level of institutions, communities and even nations. Therefore, 

0DV¶RHG�����������LQVWHDG�RI�SROLWLFDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�D�ZD\�IRU�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

through the community and through the various structures that exist in the political system.

In regard to the above, it becomes important to be described forms of political exchange and 

political communication that takes place in the election in 2010 in Soppeng.

3ROLWLFDO�([FKDQJH

In a political democracy based on liberal capitalism, every individual interaction that takes 

SODFH�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�HOHPHQW�µH[FKDQJH¶�RU�µPXWXDOO\�EHQH¿FLDO¶�DPRQJ�WKH�DOOLHG�SROLWLFDO�DFWRUV��

Political dynamics in Soppeng elections laden with political exchanges within, always based 

on the basic economic assumptions (rational choice), namely politicians give anything and get 

anything, whether favorable or not, as well as the community. (Ritzer, 2009: 458).

Given involved in the political process is not limited to the individual but also involves the 

JUHDWHU�VRFLDO�JURXSV��VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH���DQG�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�WKH�JURXS�SURYLGHV�D�PDMRU�LQÀ�XHQFH�LQ�

directing the political decisions of individuals. This is revealed by a politician whose political 

choices depending on the political choices that were ordered by the party, and the party political 

choices depending instruction regional leaders. So the political direction is institutionalized and 

has a clear structure. This description indicates the intervention of social structures in the vicinity. 

7KH�SROLWLFDO�H[FKDQJH�LV�DOVR�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�DWLWXGH�RI�D�SROLWLFLDQ�ZKR�IROORZ�WKH�RUGHUV�RI�

WKH�SDUW\�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�WKH�LQWHUHVW�WR�\RXUVHOI�DQG�PRYH�LW�HTXDOO\�EHQH¿FLDO��+H�JDYH�YRLFH�WR�

the chairman and chief warrant for his career, at least plays later vice chairman. That is the reason 

why political choices in party leadership following the political choice. “ 

Political exchanges also have an element of ‘remuneration’ for good  deeds a politician to 

him. It is, as stated by a resident as follows: 

[…]..I want retribution against that has always given the job against my people, so I feel 

JXLOW\�PRUDOO\�LI�QRW�KHOSHG�KLP�WR�ZLQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI��������$&�����\HDUV�RI�DJH��7KH�:LQQLQJ�

Team 72).” 

Most forms of exchange that happens to be ‘material’ either directly or indirectly. It is as the 
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following description: 

>«@«7R�H[LVW� LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�SROLWLFV�LQ�WKLV�DUHD��,�KDYH�WR�SDLU�XS�ZLWK�$'��VR�WKDW�DOO�

businesses and educational institutions I also can develop more advanced. (BC, 54 years).

3ROLWLFDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ

The primary key of the candidates to be elected in the general election is good communication. 

Communications made in the general election is different from the communications made on the 

lives of people in general. Communications made by the candidate usually persuasive to the public. 

If the candidate can communicate well, the people will be aff ected to support the candidate in the 

general election. Vice versa, if the communication is done by the candidate so the people will not 

be interested and inclined indiff erent to the candidate. 

Political communication is done in the election is a process that takes place on an ongoing 

basis. Political communication in the election is only the beginning of communication that will 

FRQWLQXH�DIWHU� WKH�HOHFWLRQ� LV�¿QLVKHG��7KLV� LV� D� IROORZ�XS�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RI� WKH� UHVXOWV�RI� WKH�

initial communication on the election.

���3ROLWLFDO�'LVFRXUVH�RI�5HJHQW�&DQGLGDWH

Politics as well as communication, which in this case involves a process of delivering a 

PHVVDJH�WR�WKH�DXGLHQFH�RU�³LQYROYHV�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ´��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0DUN�5RHORIV��VHH�1LPPR��

1993) “Politics is a conversation or rather politics is talking. Further enriched by Cholisin, et al 

(2007) that political communication is a process of delivering information to the public policy of 

the government and vice versa. 

In detail, David Bell express three types of political speech, namely; (a) talks of power, (b) 

LQÀ�XHQFH�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��DQG��F��WDONV�DXWKRULW\��VHH�1LPPR��������

D��'LVFRXUVH�RI�SRZHU

%HOO�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�VSHHFK�SRZHU�PHDQV�LQÀ�XHQFLQJ�RWKHUV�E\�WKUHDWV�RU�SURPLVHV��5HODWHG�

candidate in the General Election of Regent Soppeng, all candidates make promises in the form of 

an attempt to bring Soppeng become more advanced and counted addition, there are also couples 

who will advance Soppeng as agricultural areas. The promises made to the candidate’s spouse aff 

ect others society that people think all the candidates will do so if elected later became Regional 

Head Soppeng. 

E��,QÀXHQFH�GLVFRXUVH

6LPLODUO\� WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�SRZHU� WKDW� LV� LQÀ�XHQFLQJ�RWKHUV� WR�DFKLHYH�FHUWDLQ�SXUSRVHV��

+RZHYHU�� WKHUH� DUH� GLII� HUHQFHV� LQ� WKH� WRROV� XVHG� WR� DFKLHYH� WKH� JRDO�� ,Q� WDONV� LQÀ� XHQFH�� WKH�

WRROV�XVHG� WR�DFKLHYH� WKH�JRDO� LV� WR�FRXQVHO��HQFRXUDJHPHQW��GHPDQG��DQG�ZDUQLQJV��$�QXPEHU�

RI�FDQGLGDWHV�LQ�WDONV�LQÀ�XHQFH��ZLOO�PDNH�D�YLVLW�WR�WKH�UHVLGHQFH�RI�WKH�ODWH�'DWX�$OO�6RSSHQJ��

to consult him. This they did so that they get a good image in the eyes of the public, because the 

public will judge that what was done by the candidates are not rashly to be head of the region later, 

and led to the possibility of a boost from the community to choose a particular candidate in the 

elections. 

F��$XWKRULW\�GLVFRXUVH

$XWKRULW\�GLVFXVVLRQ�LV�PRUH�IRUP�WKDQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�FRQGLWLRQDO�RUGHUV�RU�FRQWLQJHQ�WKDW�DUH�

FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�SRZHU�DQG�LQÀ�XHQFH��,Q�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�6RSSHQJ��FHUWDLQO\�DOO�UHJHQW�FDQGLGDWH�WDONV�
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about the authority does not occur during the process of the campaign, but done when candidates 

concerned elected later. Realized or not the promises that they did during the campaign depends 

on them.

���3DUW\�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�YHKLFOH

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$UL¿�Q���������WKH�¿�JXUH�RI�D�SROLWLFLDQ��DFWLYLVW�RU�SURIHVVLRQDO�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH��

if supported by renowned institutions, or take part in the institution. So the agency is a major force 

in helping the process of effetive political communication. Institutions are container cooperation of 

VHYHUDO�SHRSOH�WR�DFKLHYH�D�FRPPRQ�JRDO��)XUWKHUPRUH�$UL¿�Q�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ZRUOG�

of the institution in the form of parliamentary political parties and government, or bureaucracy. 

Institutions non-political, basically has also political power, though small, and certainly not the 

same as political institutions (2006).

Self-image is something that is believed to political parties and expected by the people of 

ZKDW�LV�GRQH�E\�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��$�QXPEHU�RI�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LV�D�UHQRZQHG�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LQ�

Indonesia, such as Golkar, PDI, PPP, Democrat, Gerindra. Their self-image has been evidenced by 

the people, so that they are at the time of the previous election has always been the top in the world 

of Indonesian politics. The candidates regent in this hope by bringing major parties that make them 

win in the elections.

���6HOHFWLRQ�RI�0HGLD�LQ�SROLWLFDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ

The use of media in political communication, needs to be sorted and carefully selected to 

VXLW�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DXGLHQFH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0F/XKDQ��6HH�$UL¿�Q��������WKH�

existence of the media is an extension of the human senses. One main channel types that emphasize 

communication one to many people, the mass communication. 

1LPPR� WKHQ� FODVVL¿HG� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� OHYHO� RI� LPPHGLDWH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� LQ� PDVV�

communication into two, namely: (a) face to face communication, and (b) communication that 

UHTXLUHV�LQWHUPHGLDWH�RU�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�������������)RU�FRPPXQLFDWHV�IDFH�WR�IDFH��

is not necessary because the media enough to talk in front of the audience, while for remote 

FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LV�UHTXLUHG�LQWHUPHGLDULHV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�DXGLHQFHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�UHTXLUHG�

use of the mass media, interactive media (internet, telephone for example). 

Channels of communication on a number of candidates in the elections Soppeng regent, 

they use two types of use of mass communication, namely face to face communication and remote 

communication. First, the use of face-to-face communication, they will come to the community. 

Second, the use of remote communication, they use social networking media Facebook and give 

their phone numbers to the public. This they do in order to save money and so that the public can 

also directly interact with them, by providing insert on issues surrounding Soppeng.

$QRWKHU�RI�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�PHGLD�XVHG�LQ�6RSSHQJ�DUH�ELOOERDUGV�DQG�EDQQHUV�WKDW�FRQWDLQ�

wonderful words and photo of partner candidates. This media is scariered throughout the region 

long before the election Soppeng implemented. Strengthening the media, candidates also distributed 

clothes shirts, bags, cards, calendars containing the identity of the candidate concerned.

$QDO\VLV

Interactions between individuals (candidate regent) which exchange with the interests of the 

OHJDO�EDVLV�RI�³UHZDUGV�DQG�SUR¿�WV�HDUQHG�E\�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�GLG�H[FKDQJH�LW´��6RFLDO�H[FKDQJH�

WKDW�RFFXUV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FDQGLGDWHV�GR�QRW�UXQ�VWDWLF��VLQFH�LW�GRHV�QRW�LQGLYLGXDOV�EHQH¿�W�IURP�WKH�

The POLITICS: Jurnal Magister Ilmu Politik Universitas Hasanuddin Vol. 1 No. 2, July 2015 | P-ISSN: 2407-9138



223

Jurnal The Politics

social exchange process.

Theoretically, the exchange that occurs in the political transactions in the election Soppeng 

always contain the following elements: 

1. The more often a person’s action was appreciated, the more often people that do the same 

“.Conversely, the more often a person’s action failed or did not get an award then the action 

will not be repeated by him. 

This substance has the sense that where individuals have the opportunity to more freely social 

exchange in accordance with the needs of the individual concerned. Case of Soppeng 

HOHFWLRQ�RI������WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�ZLWK�WKH�FRQÀ�LFW�LV�UHÀ�HFWHG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDUDJUDSKV��

³>«@�,�EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�$.$5�DV�LQGHHG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�VXSSRUWHG��EHJDQ�LQ�0XVGD�*RONDU�'3'�

II Soppeng, chairman of the parliament elections, mass organizations of all success, and 

WKDQN�*RG�,�ZDV�DOVR�DEOH�WR�JDLQ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ��WKH�IDLWKIXO�ZHUH�JHWLQJ�UHVXOWV���$$�����

<HDUV�RI�DJH��

7KH� DERYH� GHVFULSWLRQ� FRQ¿UPV� WKDW� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� VRFLDO� H[FKDQJH� SURFHVV� WR� EH� SXW� LQ� D�

favorable position, if not, the action will not be performed again. 

2. Where in the past there is one or a number of stimuli in which a person’s actions being 

rewarded, then the existing stimulus stimulus resembles past it, the more likely that the 

person will do the same. This means that success in one action escort the person to the other 

measures that are similar. Such as the following expression:

� >«@�$.$5�DV�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�KHOS�WR�PH�WR�EH�D�ZLQQHU�LQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�&KDLUPDQ�7LP�

KNPI Soppeng, my help and it was a success, then ROOTS grateful, I get a reward that 

LV�D�FRPSOLPHQW�RU�D�VSHFLDO�SRVLWLRQ�IRU�PH��$QG�ZKHQ�$.$5�EH�6RSSHQJ�GLVWULFW�KHDG�

candidate in 2010 for help to me to be a winning team, I help and expect success and gain 

SUDLVH�RU�SRVLWLRQ�DV�GHVLUHG�E\�PH���$&�����\HDUV�RI�DJH��

3. The higher the value of one’s actions, the more likely that person to do the same. If the prize 

is given each others very valuable, the more likely the actor perform desired actions than 

if the prize is not worth. Prize is action with a positive value, the higher the value of the 

gift, the more likely it is to bring the desired behavior. While the sentence is obtained for 

negative behavior. This is revealed in the case of BC (54 years of age) who lost the election. 

 […] Couple incumbent won not only fraud but also its strategy in suppressing civil 

bureaucracy, Head, Kadesh, and employees who are close to us as sympathizers or our 

VXFFHVVIXO�WHDP�WKHQ�VXUHO\�WUDQVIHUUHG�RU�¿�UHG��VR�LW�FDQ�DII�HFW�WKH�FKRLFH��EHFDXVH�IHDU�

and got the rewards of promises promise.’ 

 The description explains that the punishment is not an effective way to change a person’s 

behavior. Instead, people will be motivated to do something if he gets rewarded.

4. The more often someone gets rewarded at adjacent time, the less valuable the reward for 

KLP��7KH�HOHPHQW�RI�WLPH�EHFRPHV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW��3HRSOH�LQ�JHQHUDO�ZLOO�QRW�EH�TXLFNO\�

VDWXUDWHG��LI�WKH�UHZDUG�ZDV�REWDLQHG�DIWHU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��2QH�RI�WKH�RSLQLRQV�RI�WKH�$&�����

years of age) that:

 […] Voters in Soppeng already tired and bored with promises directly given real wants. 

$Q\ZD\�SULQFLSOH��LI�WKHUH�LV�D�SURPLVH�RI�FKLFNHQ�DIWHU�WRPRUURZ�DQG�WRGD\�WKHUH�ZKR�ORYH�

chicken eggs, then the voters chose the chicken egg today. Once the model is now so does 

the money point. although not all but average.’
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���3HRSOH�FRPSDUH�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�EHQH¿W�WKDW�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�HDFK�DFWLRQ��+LJK�YDOXH�UHZDUG�

value will be lost if the actor considers that it all tends not they would earn. While the low-

value rewards will experience petambahan value if all of it is deemed very likely obtained.  

Thus, the interaction between the values obtained in exchange for  remuneration with the 

trend. One of the opinions of BC (54 years of  age) reinforces this statement is: 

 […] It used to voters still see aspects of family relationships, materials, willing to redeem 

KLPVHOI� ZLWK� D� SULFH�� VXJDU�� JORYHV�� HWF�� :LWK� IUHTXHQW� SLFN� LQ� HOHFWLRQV� LQ� 6RSSHQJ��

legislative election, presidential election,  governor election, regent elections and gradually 

began to shft the  value of political education and chose not the only factors that but already 

see the achievements to promote the welfare of the village.”

7KH�GHVFULSWLRQ�H[SODLQV�WKDW��WKH�PRVW�GHVLUHG�EHQH¿�WV�DUH�EHQH¿�WV�WKDW�DUH�YHU\�YDOXDEOH�

and very likely to be achieved. While most undesirable reward is not worth the reward most and 

tend not obtainable. (Homans in Ritzer, 2009: 457).

&RQFOXVLRQV

1. In the organization of the election of modern political system based rational, exchange 

which is manifested in the form of ‘promise’,  ‘compensation’, ‘remuneration / gratitude’ 

to those who have and will ‘give help’ into something that is inevitable.

2. Political Communication plays an important role in determining the mutual exchange. In 

political communication, regent candidate transmits his vision to the people in the hope 

they selected. For that, use a variety of ways such as social media, billboards, banners, and 

so on to attract public sympathy.
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